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Where Woman’s Service 
Looms Large 


(Cover Picture) 


War gave woman her supreme and glorious 
opportunity to enlarge her field of service. She 
won her share of the laurels for patriotic achieve- 
ment. 


With exalted aim and unflagging zeal she figured 
in practically every activity that made for vic- 
tory and the relief of distress. She plied the nee- 
dles that fashioned comforts for our soldiers. She 
ministered to the wounded. She labored unceas- 
ingly in canteen work. 

She has kept the wheels of industry going; till- 
ing the soil; bending over bench and lathe. In 
counting house and chemical laboratory she has 
loaned her brains to the cause. 


In telephone service, also, a host of capable, 
loyal daughters of America still find expression for 
their ambition and ability. These girls are privi- 
leged to play an indispensable part in the nation’s 
welfare. They have in their keeping the myriad 
avenues of telephone communication through 
which the nation’s industry is guided. 

The L. T. & T. Co. invites enlistment among its 
ranks of loyal operators. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
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THE NEW YEAR 

This is another new year, and it carries 
with it new hopes and new resolutions. 
Cynically-inclined persons are inclined to 
pick at persons who choose the beginning 
of a new year as a time to resolve to do 
better, asserting that anybody who must 
needs wait for a specific time to change 
his ways when the opportunity to do so 
is open to him any time isn’t very much 
of an individual. 

While it is true that the best time to 
reform is when one has discovered he is 
on the wrong road, yet it is part of the 
very nature of folks that they select an- 
niversaries for new beginnings. One of 
the good things about an anniversary, 
whether it be the beginning of the year 
for everybody or the beginning of a new 
year for yourself as marked by your 
birthday, is that it has a tendency to in- 
duce persons to stop and take stock, just 
as business men select the first of the 
year for that very purpose. 

So we hope that with the new year you 
paused to look over what you had done 
the past year and discovered, as every- 
body will who stops to do so, that there 
were some things to quit and some other 
things to take on. If you have been in- 
clined to carelessness or some other bad 
habit, we hope you have decided to sub- 
stitute a good habit for it. People are 
getting better morally as the years pass, 
and they do not have so many disquieting 
things to swear off of. But there are 
other things that interfere in getting 
ahead and which, if got rid of, would 
make for better efficiency and better posi- 
tions. Get rid of the handicaps that 
keep you back, and stay rid of them. 


CARRYING ON 
The telephone companies have been able 
to render the most valuable kind of as- 
Sistance to the government during the 
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war by reason of the willingness and zeal 
of their employes to work without ceas- 
ing and at top speed when the necessities 
were greatest, and the fact that all of 
their resources were placed at Uncle 
Sam’s disposal. 

Soldiers of the switchboard earned as 
much honor, even though they will never 
receive as much glory, as those who un- 
dertook the more spectacular tasks. They 
must not relax now that peace has come. 
They must continue to carry on. 

After a nation has made war its chief 
business for a year or two it finds its 
energies and its industries devoted large- 
ly to producing those things or giving 
that service which makes victory possible. 
When the war ends as suddenly as did 
this one in which we were engaged, it is 
not possible, because of the momentum 
produced by war necessities, to imme- 
diately bring things back to the old basis. 

The biggest job of all at hand is read- 
justment and reconstruction. These prob- 
lems are now upon us. Business is going 
to resume its old swing with more vim 
and punch than it ever had before. The 
telephone industry must be depended 
upon in the days now upon us to play a 
larger part than before, possibly as large 
a share as it did in wartime. Commerce 
has learned more than ever to depend 
upon the speedier methods of doing busi- 
ness that the telephone has made possible 
and it will make larger and larger use of 
its facilities. 

Operators, linemen, plant men, switch 
tenders—everybody on the list—must 
stay on the job and help things right 
themselves again. The enthusiasm and 
patriotic spirit that kept them keyed up 
while the war lasted must be supplanted 
by the desire to keep service at standard 
and meet the extraordinary demands that 
readjustment will certainly make until we 
are back again on a real peace footing. 
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Donald Cary, former Lincoln Switchman, 
now in the Signal Corp service at Kelly Field, 
Tex. 


NEW TOLL SCHEDULE 

Postmaster General Burleson, who is 
the head of the national telephone admin- 
istration, has issued instructions to all 
companies under government control— 
only purely mutuals are excepted from 
that control—to put into effect on Janu- 
ary 21st an entirely new schedule of toll 
charges. These charges include several 
that are new to long distance telephony. 

The basic rate is the station to station 
call. If the person making the call de- 
sires to speak to a particular person at 
the station called 25 per cent is added for 
this service. Where it is possible to 
reach the particular person, either be- 
cause of his absence or his refusal .to 
talk, a report charge is made, in order 
that the company may not be entirely un- 
remunerated for the work done in build- 
ing up a circuit and putting through the 
call. 

The base rate is a charge of 5 cents for 
Six miles, air line mileage, with 5 cents 
added for each additional six miles until 
24 miles is reached, when the rate drops 


to 5 cents for each additional eight miles. 
No reversed calls will be accepted on sta- 
tion to station calls. Another new charge 
is that for appointment calls. These are 
person to person calls, where it is pro- 
vided that communication shall, be estab- 
lished at a specified hour. The rate is 
approximately 50 per cent in addition to 
the station to station service. The same 
charge is to be made, in addition to the 
cost of messenger service, where a person 
is called to a telephone by a messenger. 
The object of these charges is to remu- 
nerate the company for services per- 
formed in addition to the mere fact of 
putting the two ‘persons in communica- 
tion, for which charges have seldom been 
made in the past, except for messengers. 

These rates are to be in effect between 
4:30 a. m. and 8:30 p.m. Half rates will 
be charged between 8:30 and midnight, 
and one-fourth rates between midnight 
and 4:30 a.m. Considerable criticism 1s 
heard from commercial bodies and busi- 
ness men, of the new schedule, especially 
that section relating to particular person 
calls. It is insisted that the advantage 
of the telephone over the telegraph lies 
in the fact that one can talk direct to the 
person, and the 25 per cent charge will 
tend to discourage the use of long distance 
wires if only messages are to be trans- 
mitted at the old rates. 


AERO-RADIO TELEPHONE 

Colonel C. C. Culver, who was born in 
Seward county and resided for a time in 
Lincoln, is the inventor of an aero-radio 
telephone that has been in use among 
army aviators for nearly a year, but 
which has not been known outside the 
army until the fact was recently made 
public by the government at Washington. 

During all of that time, in order that 
the Germans might not learn anything 
of the very valuable invention, the pro- 
foundest secrecy was insisted upon and 
observed. It is also called the airplane 
telephone and enables aviators to talk 
with one another between the air and 
the ground while miles apart. , 

The first public exhibition of it was 
given in Washington shortly before the 
president left for Europe. Through a 
radio telephone on a porch in the White 
House Mr. Wilson directed the move- 
ments of a fleet of army planes flying 
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over the Potomac several miles away. 
Telephone receivers were attached 
through which several: others heard the 
commands and were able to witness their 
being carried out by the planes, which 
were so far distant as to be scarcely visi- 
ble. . 
The mechanism is of such a nature that 
the human voice, when transmitted to an 
airplane is plainly heard above the noise 
of the motor, which is some achievement 
in itself. Many of the airplanes were 
equipped with these telephones in the last 
months of the war, and the numerous 
victories of the American flyers over the 
Germans were made possible because 
their movements were directed from ob- 
servation posts on the ground. 

Col. Culver is a signal corps officer in 
the regular army, and has- made a 


specialty of communication work. He per- 


fected the invention while a captain on 
duty at Rockwell field in 1916. 


A YANK?’S HARD LUCK 


The American soldier is not studying 
French, or at least not so as you can 
notice. And the French cling to their 
own speech and carry on their conversa- 
tions with their allies by signs and 
shrugs. Of course, everyone does absorb 
some of the unfamiliar syllables. A 
Y. M. C. A. worker had a rather amusing 
experience in a large town. He went 
into a “magazin,” which is the French 
for store, to get some oil for shoes. At 
the counter there was a right good look- 
ing French girl and he politely addressed 
her “bon Jour,” thereby showing his 
knowledge of the French language. She 
smiled sweetly and said “kiss me.’ He 
tried to look shocked as he explained 
that he was wearing the insignia of a 
great organization and that so long as 
he had it on he could not consistently 
accept the invitation which she was ex- 
tending. Of course, he talked English, 
which she could not understand and to 
keep up the conversation he supposed she 
repeated “kiss me.’”’ He turned and ran. 

Outside the store he met a gallant Kan- 
sas soldier and told him what had hap- 
pened. He had been through the battle 
of the (deleted) and was not afraid. 
“For the honor of our country, I’ll try 
it,” he said, for he had no Y uniform, with 
a reputation to maintain. In a few min- 


utes he came out, but he did not look 
happy. “She knows two English phrases,” 
he said, “‘and she used the other on me. 
I said ‘bon Jour’ and she said, ‘go to hell’. 
I never did have any luck.” 


TELEPHONE 

I am a telephone. While I am not 
broke, I am in the hands of the receiver. 
I have a mouthpiece, but unlike a woman, 
I never use it. Fellows use me to make 
dates with girls and girls use me to 
break said dates. Husbands call up their 
wives over me and wives call their hus- 
bands down over me. I never go any- 
where but sometimes the company comes 
and takes me out. It all depends whether 
you pay your bill or not. I -am not a 
bee, but I often buzz in your ear. I am 
the belle of the town. While I don’t 
wear jewelry, I often get rings. Whether 
I do anything or not, a lot of people nail 
me to the wall. I like music, but the 
only melody I hear is chin music. I get 
all the popular airs and the most popular 
one is hot air. 


A good job of tree trimming on Lincoln-York 
toll line, East 6th St., York. 

“What ya got for breakfast this mornin’, 
sergeant?” 

“Got a nice mess o’ slum.” 

“Thought it was about time—we didn't 
have any Slum since last night.” 


NECESSITY OF DEPRECIATION 


One lesson that the smaller telephone 
companies of the state are just learning 
is the necessity of setting aside out of 
revenues each year a sum sufficient to 
reproduce the plant in the course of the 
years. A great many of the.small town 
companies have found themselves in pos- 
session, at the close of each year’s busi- 


ness, of a considerable sum in excess of 
the amount necessary to pay a 7 or 8 per 
cent dividend, and have ‘proceeded to rob 
the depreciation fund by distributing all 
of it as dividends. 

Experienced telephone men and engi- 
neers have long recognized the necessity 
of setting aside each year out of the 
revenues a sum that, with accumulations, 
will be sufficient to replace all worn-out 
parts of the plant. Regulatory commis- 
sions have been committed to the correct 
theory that after private capital had 
built a plant it was entitled to rates suffi- 
cient to replace the property as it wore 
out or parts of it became obsolete. This 
meant that after private capital had built 
it the patrons must pay such rates as 
would maintain and replace it, as well as 
dividends on the investment. 

Because of this attitude of the com- 
missions these small companies have been 
permitted to charge rates that would take 
care of depreciation. Having spent it for 
dividends, the commission is now re- 
quiring each delinquent company to fore- 
go dividends until such a time as the 
revenues above operating expenses, prop- 
erly expended on the plant, will put it in 
standard service condition. 

A great many other companies are in 
like condition, as is shown by the recent 
annual report of the commission that of 
the 218 companies reporting but 92 paid 
dividends during the last year. The reas- 
on is obvious. Many of the plants have 
reached that age where all that is taken 
in must be used to keep the plant going. 
Nothing is so certain that parts of the 
plants will wear out. When new, this 
necessity does not present itself because 
depreciation is not visible. But by be- 
ginning the fund at that time a sufficient 
sum is available, if ‘properly calculated, 
to replace everything as it becomes use- 
less. 
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Master Samuel Jackson, son of Western Dist. 
Plant Chief Clerk Jackson, Samuel says he is 
going to be District Plant Chief some day, and 
we believe him, for he is a comer. 


TAKING STOCK 


One of the most profitable things that 
a person can do now and then is to stop 
and take stock. See how many things 
that you are doing in a certain way be- 
cause that was the way you were taught 
or the method that you evolved as possi- 
bly the best or easiest way of doing it 
might very well be done in a different 
and better way. 

Many big organizations today employ 
men for the purpose of investigating the 
methods by which tasks are accomplished 
for the purpose of finding out if there is 
any necessity for doing them or if they 
could not be done in a better way. You 
need not wait, however, till some efficiency 
expert is hired to teach you new methods. 
Being familiar with the work you are 
more likely to be able to better things 
than one who may attack the problem 
with some preconceived theory of his own 
or merely because he thinks he must earn 
his way. 

Find the reason behind your job, and 
the rest is easy. Why is it necessary to 
do the thing you are doing? What pur- 
pose is being accomplished? Could it be 
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accomplished in another way and would 
that way be a better one? Is there a 
short cut to the end desired? 

The ability to think thing's out for one’s 
self fixes his ultimate value to his em- 


ployer and earns promotion and better 


pay for what is done. Incapacity for in- 
dependent action, which is only another 
name for not thinking a thing out, is 
what keeps most persons working at the 
same job all their lives if they can hold 
on to it. 


CLIMBING LADDER OF SUCCESS 
“In climbing the ladder of success what 
have your learned that you could pass 
on as aid to other struggling young 
men?” This question was asked H. P. 
Davison of J. P. Morgan & Co. “Did 
you conceive any shining goal and bend 
everything to getting there?” 

“No” he replied emphatically. ‘“What- 
ever job I had was to me always the very 
best job in the world and I tried to fill 
it. I made no elaborate plans for the fu- 
ture. If I had any system in my labor 
it was first to do my own work; second, 
to teach the fellow below me how to 
take my place; third, to learn how to fill 
the position ahead of me. 

“Boys and young men should not 
imagine that their work is so unimport- 
ant that nobody takes note of how they 
do it. It does not take long to find out 
whether a boy is on his toes watching 
how he can best be of help in a situation 
or whether he merely sits down and 
waits to be told what to do. The simple 
virtues of willingness, readiness, alert- 
ness and courtesy will carry a boy fur- 
ther than mere smartness.” 
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Waco, Texas: Man on step ladder dropped his pliers 
“i from top of terminal rack, narrowly missing head of a 
fellow worker working below him on the same rack, 


THE PESSIMIST A QUEER BIRD 


We have absolutely no sympathy with 
the pessimists we know who preach the 
baseless doctrine that favoritism rules 
promotions in the business world today 
and that real merit goes unrecognized 
and unrewarded. | 

This belief is so sharply at variance 
with the facts that those who hold such 
notions of modern business practices and 
methods, have, to say the least, a some- 
what peculiar mental slant. 

There can be found in our own com- 
pany, in other telephone companies and 
in practically every branch of business 
today, many examples to prove that pro- 
motions are won by exceptional ability, 
intelligently applied. 

We could mention men holding import- 
ant and responsible positions in our com- 
pany whose business records, if related, 
would furnish ample evidence that it 
was their forcefulness and ability which 
put them in the positions they now hold. 
They all had the ability to do bigger 
things, they developed it and the men 
then above them were quick to give the 
merited reward. 


The very foundation of every soundly 
organized business enterprise is built 
upon the spirit which comes from know- 
ledge of the fact that real ability will 
be rewarded. What kind of an organ- 
ization could be built up if employes felt 
oe promotion is not worth working 
or? 


To our way of thinking, the fellow 
who says there is no opportunity to move 
upward, doesn’t deserve promotion. And 
it is a safe bet he won’t win it, because 
he won’t earn it. 


The Best Known 
Safety 
Device 

is a 


Careful 


Man 
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Weep. Water.. 
College View.. 


Clay Center.. 


Beaver Cross. 


Crab Orchard 285 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


3119 
2600 
1856 
1660 
1630 
1029 
1009 
926 
918 
897 
831 
804 
768 
665 
658 
643 
622 
613 
580 
578 
562 
551 
510 
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A477 
446 
439 
438 
432 
422 
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377 
369 
366 
359 
306 
355 
300 
300 
351 
330 
332 
322 
320 
315 
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300 
280 
272 
264 
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Benedict ........ 

Ceresco .........- 251 
Louisville ...... 252 
Glenvil .......... 2438 
Brainard ........ 234 
Mead s.1-2.s.....:- 227 
Steinauer ...... 236 
ATG Te ee 239 
Red Cloud...... 206 
Waverly .......- 226 
Greenwood .... 215 


On gy Rei, 236 


Tamora .......- 208 
Milligan ........ 197 
Bellwood .......- 197 
Davey .........--- 190 
Panama .........- 184 


Raymond ........ 183 


Buln ae 182 


Hampton ........ 166 
Carleton .......- 180 
Hansen ......-..- 155 
Belvidere ...... 162 
Garland .......... 150 
Colon 2222:..2- 146 


Wthacay it 139 
Thayer .......... 142 


Denton ...........- 133 
Prosser .........- 137 
Shickley ........ 132 
Malcolm ........ 120 
Garrison ........ 126 
Octavia .......:.. 120 


Bruno ......... 116 

Lushton .......... 98 

WU kesi7 Be A 112 
99 Pickrell ........ 98 
100 Otoe .............. 100 
101 Douglas ...... 102 
102 Dwight ........ 62 
103 Pauline ........ 83 
104 Clatonia ...... 64 
105 Pleas. Dale.. 55 
106 Strang .......... 39 
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Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
ist, 1918 and December 31st, 1918; also gain and loss since January ist, 1918 


Jan.1,118 Dec. 31,18 Gain Loss 
18664 138775 111 


ce. 31,,18 Gain Loss 
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241 ims 
235 1 
231 Ai eee 
231 sy 5 
226 ae 13 
225 19 ne. 
219 er 7 
210 ors 5 
209 3 es, 
209 Pee On VALS 
206 nee 2 
198 cue 
198 
194 


189 
184 
177 
176 
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172 
168 
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151 
141 
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139 


! OvAPRHe 
‘ ep: } 


bi Bi of pi oo: 


ay 
a) 

fon) 
wO-] 
t 


To. 
= 
( Jey! 


29 

87 4 
Sishunt es 
54 ish 1 
38 A 1 


—— 


Totals ...... 57300 57326 790 764 
Net gain since January 1, 1918..26 
Loss for December, 1918............. 56 
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MR. HURTZ IS NAMED 

Mr. L. E&. Hurtz, general manager of the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph company, has 
been named by the postmaster general 4s 
chairman of the independent telephone systems 
of the state, and in that capacity will act 
as the agent of the government in communi- 
cating to these companies the instructions 
of the department as to the operation of their 
properties. 

Mr. Hurtz’s appointment will make it pos- 
sible for the government to keep in close touch 
with all of the companies it is legally but not 
actually operating. Due to the fact that the 
national administration is without informa- 
tion as to the identity of all of the companies 
in the United States—there being something 
like 22,000 of them—the anomalous situation 
has been presented of the government oper- 
ating and making itself responsible for many 
corporations it does not officially or other- 
wise know exists. 

The United States Independent Telephone 
association is ably represented at Washing- 
ton, but only a fraction of the independent 
companies of the country are members there- 
of. All of its members have been kept fully 
informed of whatever has happened at Wash- 
ington, and it has offered this service to non- 
members, but many have not accepted it. 
The state independent telephone association 
sought to act as the medium for Nebraska, 
but this was not found to be a success. 

The appointment of Mr. Hurtz as the offi- 
cial representative of the telephone admin- 
istration in Nebraska will end this unsatis- 
factory condition so far as the independents 
are concerned. Their revenues have been the 
property of the government since August ist 
but few of the owners knew of this save 
through the newspapers. They have never had 
official notice to that effect or any instruc- 
tions on the handling of their finances. All of 
these difficulties will shortly be ironed out 
and the unification necessary accomplished. 
Mr. Hurtz’s first duties will be connected with 
securing the installation on all exchanges 
of the new long distance toll schedule. 


THE TELEPHONE BUSINESS 


A great deal of misapprehension ap- 
pears to exist in the minds of those en- 
gaged in furnishing telephone service, as 
well as of the public generally, as tq the 
probable future of the business. The 
terms of the law under which the gov- 
ernment, through the postoffice depart- 
ment, took over the telephone plants of 
the nation, provided for their retention 
only until the signing of the articles of 
peace. This makes indefinite the time 
when their transfer back to the owners 
will take place. 

The date is made still more indefinite 
by the fact that a bill has been introduced 
in congress for the purpose of making 
government ownership and operation per- 
manent. The peace congress will not 


meet until March, as nearly as can now 
be predicted, and weeks will be required 
before peace will be officially proclaimed. 
Whether congress will adopt public own- 
ership is also a doubtful proposition. 

Some of the leading minds in the tele- 
phone business are declaring in favor of 
government ownership, not because they 
are convinced that it is the best policy, to 
pursue, but because it is a national busi- 
ness and incapable of proper development 
and satisfactory operation by private 
companies so long as each state commis- 
sion is at liberty to make differing rules 
and adopt different standards of control. 

In operating the plants under the exist- 
ing law the postmaster general has 
ignored and disregarded the state com- 
missions, and is, therefore, able to deal 
with it as one property under one control. 
A number of significant charges have 
been made which are clearly in the in- 
terest of better unified service and will 
result in stabilizing the finances of the 
companies. Permanent good is certain to 
result from changes made which were 
desired for a long time by the companies, 
but because of the diversified system of 
regulation were impossible of being ac- 
complished. This will be true whether 
the properties are turned back or retained 
by the government. 

Meanwhile the job of the companies 
and their employes is to maintain the old 
high standards of service, and let the 
future take care of itself. 


Do you know them? A cross-arm full of 
Behms. Some fine looking kiddies, these. 


First Operator—Why do you ¢all your ring 
a war relic? 

Second Operator—I won it in my first en- 
gagement. 
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INVESTMENTS 

When we have completed our payments 
for Liberty Bonds some of us may con- 
tinue to save and thus will become in- 
terested in the general subject of invest- 
ments. Some of the Company’s employes 
or their families may come into posses- 
sion of money from life insurance or 
elsewhere, which should be invested safe- 
ly against future requirements. 

You may not now be interested but 
you should read the following general 
instructions on “How to Make Invest- 
ments.”’ 

The following question was recently 
asked of an investment broker: 

“Are there any rules by which I can 
myself reduce the many offerings of in- 
vestments I receive to those worthy of 
investigation ?” 

The broker answered: I submit the 
rules prepared by the Chicago Association 
of Commerce, as follows: 

_ i. Never deal with a firm, even though it 
1S recommending good securities. unless you 
have first investigated its standing. 


2. Do not buy securities adverti 
Which contain: rR eR 


(a) Extravagant statements. 

(b) Prospective earnings directly compared 
with earnings of old-established com- 
panies. 

(c) Suspicious use of such expressions as 

absolute safety,” “best investment 

ever offered to the American public,” 
immense profits on small _ invest- 
ments,’”’ ‘“‘you take no chance.’”’ ete. 

(d) Guarantees or promises of large divi- 
peat noen Ree earnings before earn- 

g er has been t - 
ae ON horoughly demon 

(e) puma tees on phe part of the broker 

rese e stock at a hi 
than it is then selling for. Re ees 


(f) Promises of advance in the stock after. 


: ra specific date. 

: o not buy stock of any un roven pros- 
pects and developments, such aa oil or mains 
ing securities, unless very carefully investi- 
gated and convinced of their positive merit. 

4. Remember that exceptionally large re- 
turns frequently involve not only greater 
Ein but the possibility of total loss of prin- 

5. Do not buy hastily. It is difficul 
make money, but very easy to lose it. oiwhes 
in doubt as to either the standing of the 
broker or the legitimacy of the security of- 
fered, consult your banker. 


LISTENING IN DEVICES 


Necessity has brought about many an 
invention, and the big war was no excep- 
tion. One of the best services performed 
by the telephone men in the American 
army was by means of listening in de- 
vices that were invented, and which added 
greatly to the effectiveness of the warfare 
carried on against the Huns. 

The signal corps maintained at all ad- 
vantageous points what were known as 
listening stations, and by means of these 


devices were not only able to intercept 
radio messages between enemy groups, 
but also to tell accurately where the radio 
instrument was located. In this way the 
artillery fire was speedily centered on that 
spot, and the radio station was no more. 

While the secret of it has not been made 
public, it is claimed that with these in- 
struments it was also possible to get some 
of the information passing’ over enemy 
telephone lines well within their own ter- 
ritory and which could not be tapped. 
The published stories say that by means 
of this devise our: signal corps men could 
sit in their dugouts on the front lines 
with receivers to their ears and hear any 
telephone message within the enemy’s 
territory, even though several thousand 
jabberinge Huns might have intervened 
between him and the nearest point to the 
wires. 

The necessity that forced the signal 
corps men to lay and relay and splice and 
resplice their cables under fire undoubt- 
edly brought into use in that part of tele- 
phone work new methods of doing old 
things that are likely to revolutionize the 


industry in the next few years. When the 


boys get back they will not only have 
some thrilling stories to tell, but they are 
likely to have developed some intensive 
methods of work that will equally sur- 
prise those who stayed on the job at 
home. 


AN HONEST ANSWER 

She went down to the power house 
And interviewed an oiler; 

“What is that thing?’ “Why, he replied, 
“hat is the engine boiler.” 

And why do they boil engines?” asked 
The maiden, sweet and slender; 

“They do it,’’ said the honest man, 
“To make the engine tender.” 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott, Instructor 
THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously During Total Average 
Reported Dec. ToDate Grade 
IATISWELSAUOINCSS OTe eeemere tes een en 381 2 283 9216 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson 1..................--.--- 308 6 364 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson L................... 260 5 265 9714 % 
FANS WETS) LOMISESS On willl eseeeeeeeeeeene eee ene one ene nS 175 4 179 9814 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson II....................... 162 0 162 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IL................ 103 1 104 98% 
Answers to Lesson ID]. ..-...- no eoocce cece cecccccccnecceeeeeneeee 90 0 90 9614 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IJII................... 74 0 74 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III................ Al 0 Al 991, % 
ZATIS W.CLSMLOMNESS OT Um IV ceseresteeen nt aten ts eee ceeenesene resin 27 7 34 99% 


The demand for trained men, especially technical men, is increasing very rap- 
idly with the advancement of modern methods in all branches of industry. The 
supply of trained men is far short of the demand and the opportunity for advance- 
ment was never better. This opportunity exists because the greatest industrial 
organizations now recognize that their success depends upon the advancement and 
good will of their employes. Instead of merely buying the employes’ time, indus- 
trial organizations now take a real interest in their people. Many of them maintain 
regular training schools where the prospective employe is given an opportunity 
to study the principles and practical features of his work even before beginning 
actual work and every effort is made to keep an open line of promotion before each 
employe. 

P The opportunity, however, exists only for the man who is willing to place him- 
self in the line of promotion by preparing himself through study of the courses 
offered. It does not exist for the type of man who thinks of his job as “I’m just 
workin’ here’. He will find that the man who is willing to study and accept instruc- 
tion will soon pass him in the race for promotion. He can no longer work up to the 
highly paid positions by merely working. The man who merely works cannot com- 
pete with the man who works and studies. 

This condition is not confined to any given line of endeavor but is becoming 
very general as is indicated by the wide range of industries now conducting schools 
for employes. Among these are the Santa Fe Railroad; The Lincoln Motor Co.; 
The Packard Co.; a great real estate company in Chicago employing 2700 people; 
a bank in which 1100 student-employes are now attending classes. 

The Santa Fe training school is one of the very successful schools. The Lin- 
coln Motor Co. was organized to manufacture the famous “Liberty Motor’. The 
writer of the article describing this enterprise says “Specialized operatives in large 
numbers were not to be had, and men of the lesser grades of skill seemed unwilling 
to lend themselves to any scheme of training which would fit them for the work, 
much preferring to accept menial places at rates which keen competition had raised 
to an almost unbelievable height”. In this emergency women were admitted to the 
training school and the wonderful record of the production of the “Liberty Motor” 
is all the proof we need that such training is practical. 

In describing the Packard Company’s training school, The Industrial Manage- 
ment Magazine says editorially: “The factory training school is here to stay. Never 
again will employes be thrown into jobs without help to show them what 
to do or how to do it, or without any aid toward advancement.” 

The school course of the real estate company mentioned above consists of eight 
weeks as follows: 

First week: Chicago as a city; its real estate. 

Second week: Our concern’s relation to real estate. 

Third week: The approach. 

es week: 7 HLT 

ast four weeks: Quiz classes: answering questions on subjects th 
had put to yner ne the field. : ae vata dade eR ini aN: 
e title of the article describing the school conducted by the crea banki 

institution is “An Understudy for Every Job.” The main iden of ae meee 
prepare each employe for the next job ahead. 

Thus we see that the telephone industry is by no means alone in the establish- 
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Ewe - a i with modern ideas in industry. e in Number Ay’g Phones Per Mo. last 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 


TRAFFIC DEPARTM 


Rank Station Chief Operator 


ENT, DECEMBER 1918 


Good 
Jo Yo Jo Jo Out 
Out In Thru ‘Total Calls 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


27 Tincoln..-...-.--.-2...-- Miss A. Scouller...... 


sider 12.9 144 174 138.3 23,170 


EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 


16 Ashland...........-...... WiGasy (Oh Isley 6.7 8.0 1.1 8.0 1,548 
24 David City............ Miss A. Haberman........ 11.7 Ceb  )TIPA) T eD 
9 Dorchestev.........-.-. Miss M. Ferguson.......... 5.1 6.2 0.0 5.1 765 
25 Briend22 aes Miss V. Belden................ 12.0 8.0 9.0 11.0 £1,010 
18 Louisville..............- Mrs. E. Barter................ 8.2 our Lal t2/ 8.5 850 
8 Plattsmouth........... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 5.0 8.0 9.0 6.0 2,162 
17 Sewards.2 ss Miss N. Gumbel.............. 8.0 5.0 9.0 8.0 2,230 
U W ahoo............-------- Miss Blanche Ladnev...... 4.9 5.2 5.7 5.38 1,814 
1 W. Watev........:....Miss E. Reed.................. 2.9 7.2, 3.8 3.5 989 
Motalvor-Atveray chee ee ees 7.5 6.8 8.8 7.9 13,118 

WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffie Chief 
3 Hd var ite ee Mrs. M. Beal...........0........ 3.6 0.0 5.9 4.0 687 
5 Mxeter Pest) es Mrs; Re eAlleyzs ee 4.1 5.7 6.8 4.6 748 
22 Hairmont Miss E. Prescott............ 9.4 6.7 9.7 8.4 810 
2 Geneva......--..222...--- Miss G. Aldrup................ 3.5 4.7 7.8 AN BABYOIL 
Gl scuTaV LTC eee Miss E. Hein.................-. 4.2 0.0 11.7 6.7 805 
20 Hastings..............-- Miss H. Richeson............ 9.0 10.1 13.5 9.6 7,832 
UG)’ Velloprovale Miss M. McKenzie.......... 5.4 5.9 9.3 6.3 983 
19 Osceola........-.-......-. Miss Shelmadine............ 8.8 14.2 138.8 11.2 601 
26 Red Cloud............... Miss V. Richeson............ 12.5 11.00 10.7 #£11.2 663 
18A Stromsburg..........- Miss F. Roberts.............. 8.2 8.7 10.6 8.6 622 
22A Superior................. Miss M. Atwater...........- 9.4 93 12.0 10.0 2,865 
4 Suttons es Miss M. McDonald.......-.- 3.1 6.8 Boll 4.0 934 
23 PUY. OFA eee Mi hee Miss J. Michenev............ NGe4 UR PAD All 
Total or Average....-..-2--22.-.2--22s-00c2---2- 9 8.8 11.2 8.7 22,847 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief. 
Zi». Beatrices..2.....1...... Miss A. Potts.................. 9.1 91 13.8 8.9 5,781 
12 DeWitt..........--....--- Miss B. Benson................ Bf, 4.1 8.3 6.3 685 
iil Ung obras eee -Miss B. MeNabb.............. 5.6 6.0 10.0 6.5 2,897 
15 Nebr. City.............. Miss L. Hollett................ 6.2 4,7 9.5 7.1 1,848 
13 Tecumseh........-..-... Miss HE. Felthausev........ 6.0 bee ao 6.3 3,254 
2A Wymore................. Miss E. Smith...............-.- 3.5 elas leled 8.2 978 
14 Wallbereeeee eens Miss M. Mashek.............. 6.1 5.9 9.7 6.7 934 
Total or Average............-------.---ceeeeeess 6.7 6.4 10.0 7.4 15,872 
Total or Average for December.. 9.2 9.7 10.4 9.3 75,007 
Total or Average for November.. 11.1 116 138.5 10.5 70,496 


Miss Blanche Preston, ‘‘A’”’ operator at Hast- 
ings, was absent from duty several weeks re- 
cently on account of the serious illness of her 
mother, who is much better now. 

Mrs. Ethel Graham, Lillian Brandt, Minnie 
Green, Myrtle Moody, Mrs. McIntyre and 
Edna Thomas, all former L. T. & T. employes, 
assisted in the Hastings office during the 
“M1u’’ epidemic. 

Miss Katheryn Hynes, line operator at Hast- 
ings, enjoyed a visit with home folks at Bladen 
the first of the month. On her return to work 


She contracted the Spanish influenza, after 
which she spent several days at her home 
recuperating. 


Miss Lillie Johnson, former operator at 
Friend, who was transferred to the Hastings 
exchange, resigned to spend the holidays 
with home folks, after which she expected to 
return to Friend. 


Miss Lena Lanfear, ‘‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, spent a Sunday with home folks re- 
cently. 
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Miss Iva Lewallen, “A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, assisted in the Glenvil office the first of 
the month. Miss Flessner, operator at Glen- 
vil, was confined to her home on account of 
the Mu.’ 

Miss Pearl Magner, line operator at Hast- 
ings, spent several days visiting friends in 
Lincoln recently. 

Miss Lillian Seeman, ‘‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, was in the hospital about a week, fol- 
lowing an attack of influenza. Through good 
care Miss Seeman narrowly escaped an at- 
tack of pneumonia. 

Miss Hazel Thomas, line operator at Has- 
ings, was absent from duty several days re- 
cently, on account of a severe cold. 

Miss Marie Ebler, local supervisor at Hast- 
ings, was absent several weeks recently on 
account of the “Flu.” 

Those in the Hastings exchange who re- 
ceived pay on the disability payroll during 
the year 1918S, are, the Misses Magdalena 
Hayen, Helen Benner, Frieda Hoffman, Hilma 
Kissingertand Marie Ebler. 

Miss Margaret Dixon, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, spent part of Christmas day and the 
following day with home folks in Red Cloud. 
Miss Dixon’s brother returned to Hastings 
with her on his way to Omaha to be examined 
for the navy. 

The Editor of The News is in receipt of an 
interesting letter from Theodore M. Thomp- 
son, a former employe of the company at Ash- 
land, who is in service in France. He tells 
of his trip from the time he left for Camp 
Funston on July 15, 1918. There were 32000 
men on the ship going. across, 500 of them be- 
ing white and the remainder black. He 
said their “pullman” cars in France were 
box cars, which didn’t highly impress him as 
far as comfort is concerned. The thing he has 
seen the most of in France is mud and he 
thinks the U. S. A. would about suit him any 
time they desire to return him to it. 

The plant department at York held a watch 
party New Year’s eve, at the home of Lyman 
Sanderson, combination man. The evening was 


‘spent in playing cards, and a delightful time 


reported by all. 

Metz & Hitcheock presented the York oper- 
ators with a large box of apples, in appreci- 
ation of good service. 

The two sailor brothers of Miss Thelma 
Cunningham, night Operator at Wahoo, re- 
cently spent a short furlough at their home. 
They are stationed at Great Lakes Naval 
Training Station. 

Miss Inez Nelson has been employed in the 
traffic department at Wahoo. 

C. S. Nevens of the plant deparment at 
Wahoo has been off duty with the “Flu.” 

The Misses Lessie Hageman, Anna Enns and 
Martina Almquist, toll operators at Wahoo, 
were recently off duty on account of the 
oo HO tees 

Miss Mae Meduna, employed in the plant 
department, and Miss Hazel Hagenbuck. for- 
mer operator, Wahoo exchange. were employed 
to fill vacancies left by the operators who 
were ill with the “Flu.” 

Mrs. Goldie Graham of Havelock, Miss Ethel 


‘ Graham of University Place. and Mrs. Alma 


Buttery, toll operator from Plattsmouth, have 
been assisting at the Wahoo exchange. 

C. 8. Nevens of the plant department at 
Wahoo has been acting as night operator to 


fill the vacancy left by Miss Thelma Cunning- 
ham, who has been assisting in the day force 
as toll operator. 

The Misses Ella Jacobson, Gretchen Linder- 
camp and Thelma Cunningham, operators at 
Wahoo, are back on duty after a short ill- 
ness with the ‘‘flu.”’ 

Mr. and Mrs. C Enns of Henderson, Ne- 
braska, recently visited their daughter, Miss 
Ann, who has been yery ill with the ‘‘flu.” 

Mrs. Blanche Cripe, of the commercial de- 
partment at Wahoo, was absent from work 
recently on account of the “flu.” 

On November 14th the members of the 
L. T. club of Wahoo met in the rest room for 
the purpose of electing officers. Mrs. Blanche 
Cripe was elected as President and Miss Mae 
Meduna as Treasurer. The remainder of the 
evening was spent in games and music and at 
a late hour refreshments were served at the 
cafe. The club adjourned to meet the first 
Tuesday next month. 

Miss Mae Meduna and Miss Hazel Hagen- 
buek, who were assisting in the Traffic de- 
partment at Wahoo, were both taken ill with 
the Lite 

W. C. Scott, manager of the Puritan Bakery 
of Wahoo, presented the operators with a large 
box of chocolates in appreciation of good 
Service rendered. 

Miss Ruth Quinn, assistant chief operator at 
Wahoo, has been off duty taking care of 


a home folks, who have been ill with the 
sé u.”’ 


Mr. Hayworth, a traveling man stopping 
at the La Grande Hotel, presented Miss Ruth 
Quinn of Wahoo with a box of chocolates in 
appreciation of good service in handling his 
long distance calls. 


Mr. Behm is in receipt of a letter from 
Donald V. Cary, a former employe of the 
company at Lincoln and now stationed at 
Kelly Field, Texas, in the signal corps. He 
doesn’t know when he will be released, but 
says they can release him none too soon. He 
writes of his appreciation of the interest 
taken in the employes in the service by the 
company, and also for the Telephone News 
which has enabled him to keep in touch with 
his former fellow-workmen. He enclosed a 
copy of the Thanksgiving menu, which cer- 
tainly must have been “some feed,” considering 
that it was accompanied by a 15 piece orches- 
tra and followed by five hours of dancing, 


J. C. Gear, troubleman on the Fairbury ex- 
change, has returned home from Lincoln 
after a stay of five weeks. following his ac- 
cident. He reports that he received every 
attention while in the hospital. j 

On December 12th Mrs. C. G. Bennett, wife 
of the Manager at Fairbury, entertained the 
girls of the traffic, commercial and plant de- 
partments of that exchange. Six of the old 
operators, who had formerly worked on the 
Pairbury exchange, were drafted and put into 
Service So that all might be present. The 
evening was spent in attending the first show 
at the Majestic, and then to the Bennett home 
Where various games were played, followed 
by a musical program and refreshments. 

LeRoy Helfer, troubleman on the Hebron 
exchange, has been transferred to the Fair- 
bury plant. 

J. HE. Skinner, former wire chief at Fairbury 
has moved to Burden, Kas. 
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On December 21st, the traffic department 
of Fairbury had a Christmas tree in the rest 
room, which was greatly enjoyed by all. 

Verne Emerick, clerk in the commercial de- 
partment at Fairbury, was a victim of the 
“flu” for two weeks in December. 

Uriah Hawkins, country troubleman on the 
Fairbury exchange, spent Christmas with re- 
latives at Blue Springs. 

The many friends of Mrs. Grace Sluss, for- 
mer chief operator of the Fairbury exchange, 
will regret to learn of her death. Mrs. 
Sluss passed away on December ist at Troy, 
Kansas. The remains were brought to Fair- 
bury and the funeral held there. Six of the 
girls from the exchange, who were her former 
associates, acted as pall bearers. 

The new exchange building at Fairbury is 
nearing completion, the steam plant being 
in working order and plastering finished. It 
will. only be a few days until the installers 
will be at work on the new board. 

H. A. Seamark is busy making field in- 
spection of terminals for the new Fairbury 
exchange. 

W. W. Hume, country troubleman on the 
Fairbury exchange, has moved to Orleans, 
Nebraska. 

Mrs. Sybl Brandt, assistant chief operator 
at Fairbury, was very sick with the “flu” dur- 
ing December. 

Mr. Campbell, former District commercia: 
manager of the Eastern District, was a pleas- 
ant caller at the Fairbury office during De. 
cember., 

Miss Gretchen Brandt, toll operator on the 
Fairbury exchange, has been transferred to 
the Beatrice office. 

The traffic department at Fairbury was 
well remembered at Christmas time, many 
boxes of candy and numerous tokens being 
received from the patrons, in appreciation of 
their efforts to give good service. 

Miss Byrl Dyer, line operator. and Misses 
Shelburne and McCall, “A” operators, Fair- 
bury exchange, were off duty during December 
on account of the “flu.” 

Miss Schultz, stenographer in the plant de- 
partment at Lincoln, resi iti 
he ca ae at esigned her position 

Miss Effie Delph, messenger girl at Lincoln 
Spent Christmas at her home in Dawson, 
Nebraska. 

Miss Ruth Quinn, assistant chief o f 
at Wahoo, visited relatives in Ginatare Nes 
Year’s day. 

Miss Lessie Hageman, operator at Wahoo 
spent Christmas day with her parents at 
Ithaca. 

Monday evening, December 23, the L. TP 
club at Wahoo held their annual Christmas 
party in the rest room. The time was spent 
in games, victrola music and exchanging pre- 
sents. Miss Ruth Quinn and her committee 
Served Juncheon. All left at a late hour, hav- 
ing enjoyed a very pleasant evening. 

The Wahoo L. T. club held a watch party 
New Year’s eve. All joined in making the 
evening pleasant and happy and left’ at a late 
hour with a determination to make the New 
Year “the best ever.’ 


The telephone girls at Wahoo were well 
remembered Christmas by several of the sub- 
scribers. They received one year’s Subscrip- 
tion to the American magazine, five dollars 


from Drs. Dierks, a large box of apples from 
Dr. Person, bonbons from Jim Gilchrist, bon- 
bons from Chas. Swanson, ice cream from the 
Puritan Bakery and also from H. Readers, 
and large bottles of perfume from Dr. Lau- 
vetz. These were given in appreciation of the 
courtesy and good service rendered. 

The Editor of The News is in receipt of a 
note of thanks from J. C. Gear of Fairbury, 
who has been off duty for some time on 4ac- 
count of a serious accident. He says in part: 
“I take pleasure in thanking the Telephone 
company and employes for their kindness, for 
the flowers, smokes and fruit, also the care 
given me during my sickness.” Mr. Gear 
states that he hopes to be at work again by 
January 1st and doesn’t care for any more 
broken legs or electric current. 

Miss Alma Delp has been employed as ‘A” 
operator at the Adams exchange. 

Mrs. Torrance Baken, a former operator at 
the Adams exchange, has been assisting at 
that exchange during the ‘‘flu’’ epidemic. 

The Adams operators were well remembered 
Christmas with candy, oranges, apples and 
popcorn balls. 

Mr. Behm is in receipt of a post card from 
L. Gjerman, a former employe of the com- 
pany, who states that they are all well and are 
at present stationed at Baracieud, France, 
in the Loit Et Cher province, near Blois. 
He sends best regards to all. 

Monday evening, December 28, the telephone 
employes at Beatrice gave a Xmas party. The 
early part of the evening was spent in dancing 
and playing games. Ask Mr. Gann why he 
likes to bob for apples? Refreshments were 
served in the commercial rooms by four 
reliable fairies. Then everyone was led up- 
stairs to the girls’ rest room, where dear old 
Santa and a tree awaited them. Everyone re- 
ceived beautiful gifts (mostly dolls). The 
girls of the traffic department presented Mr. 
and Mrs. Parks with a box of stationery, 
Miss Alma Potts, chief operator, with a 
beautiful ivory hand mirror and Miss Lula 
McNabb, assistant chief operator, with a 
dresser clock. Miss Blanche Rutherford, an 
ex-operator, acted as Santa Claus. His trousers 
being much too short, a pair of boots had to 
be obtained. Mr. Arnold looked everywhere 
but could find none, which caused old Santa 
to become greatly excited. A bright idea 
lead Mr. Arnold to the fire house, where he 
obtained a pair of fireman’s boots, so Santa 
appeared properly clad in boots. The sportful 
assemblage departed at twelve o’clock to dream 
eee many good resolutions for the coming 

Messrs. Gann and Brewster of Lincoln, at- 
tended the Christmas party in Beatrice. 

Miss Bertha McNabb, chief operator of the 
Fairbury exchange, spent Christmas in Be- 
atrice. 

Miss Alma Potts, chief operator of the Be- 
atrice exchange, spent Christmas with her 
parents and friends in Lincoln. 
oa net of the Beatrice employes have 
fae 4a sent from duty on account of the 

Mr. Behm is in receipt of an interestin 
letter from M. R. Parks written from SE 
Trojan on November 26. Mr. Parks had high 
hopes of being able to return to the “States” 
aecn and it was later learned that he had 
anded in New York City. He has been an 
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instructor in aviation, but had finally been 
assigned to active duty the day before the 
armistice was signed, which, of course, made 
it impossible for him to-have any “Huns” to 
his credit. However, he said men whom he 
had instructed, had both ‘‘Huns” and sub- 
marines to their credit. Said he was in Bor- 
deaux on the night of November 11, but would 
not attempt to describe what took place as he 
eould not do it justice. 

A. E. Eberhart, former plant engineering 
employe at Lincoln, who has been in the 
army, recently returned to work and was 
transferred to Beatrice as chief clerk in the 
plant department. 

Miss Edith Schluytern, clerk in the plant 
superintendent's office, spent Christmas at 
her home in Dannebrog. 

Miss Kathleen Goodard has returned to 
her duties as operator at Humboldt, after an 
absence of several weeks, caused by a Severe 
attack of influenza. 

The operators at Humboldt were nicely re- 
membered at Christmas time with boxes of 
candy, presented by a number of the Com- 
pany’s patrons. 

Miss Edith Bowers, operator at Humboldt, 
spent several days in St. Joseph, Missouri, do- 
ing some Christmas shopping. 

Edward Dorland, troubleman at Humboldt 
spent several weeks at home entertaining the 
‘flu.’ He says he doesn’t want it again. 

C. H. Brown is back on the job at Lincoln, 
after spending the past four months instruct- 
ing S. A. T. C. men at the State University. 

O. A. Andrews has returned to his work in 


the plant department at Lincoln, after an 


absence training S. A. T. C. men at the State 
University and also Yale university. 

I. O. Lansing, Lincoln exchange, is in re- 
ceipt of letters from Lester Gjerman and 
George Gorham, both former employes and 
now with the army of occupation ‘‘over there.” 
Gorham says: “Am still alive. So far haven't 
done much, guess we won't either. We might 
be home in a couple of months. Regards 
to all.”’ Gjerman writes an interesting letter 
describing the country, climate, etc. Says he 
is feeling fine but is longing for the old U. 
S. A. and expects to be home soon. 

I. O. Lansing also received a card from Don- 
ald Cary, also a former employe at Lincoln. 
He is still stationed at Kelly field, Texas, 
‘midst green grass and warm weather. “Some 
Christmas weather,” he says. 


A. A. Stoker has returned to his duties in 
the plant superintendent’s office, after an ex- 
tended absence as an instructor in telephony 
in army camps. 


Goldie Graham, operator at Havelock, was 
one of the girls sent to relieve the influenza 
situation at Wahoo. She was recalled in a few 
days, owing to the illmess of Misses Anderson 
and Hatchett of Havelock. 


The entire Havelock operating force was 
invited to see Santa Claus at the home of 
Goldie Graham, on December 23. Each oper- 
ator received several gifts and a _ stocking 
filled with nuts. Various games were played 
and at the proper time a delicious luncheon 
was served. Those present were: Hannah An- 
derson, Alma Howell, Marjorie Chambers, 
Myrna Deremer, Goldie Graham, Vera Hatchett, 
Thresa Holmes, Pearl Anderson and Mabel and 
Ruth Messersmith. 


The -Havelock operutors were presented 
with boxes of candy by Father O’Connor and 
Mr. Jacob Koch, the cigar man. 

Miss Vera Hatchett, operator at Havelock, 
spent Christmas with her parents in Mur- 
ray, Nebraska. 

Mrs. Thresa Holmes, night operator at Have- 
lock, is suffering from a complete breakdown. 
Mrs. Callie Lenz, a student operator, will take 
her place until she is able to return. 

Miss Hannah Anderson of the Havelock 
exchange, spent Saturday, December 28th, 
visiting friends in Omaha. 

The York exchange had a nice little gain 
in telephones during December, due princip- 
ally to the installation of 7d stations in the 
McCloud Hotel, which had its opening during 
that month. This is a fine modern hotel and 
ranks well with the Clarke at Hastings. York 
will be more than ever alive with such a 
fine addition to its city. 

Friends of Winfield Breese were grieved to 
hear of his death in France in an airplane 
accident on December 19th. Lieut. Breese 
formerly worked for the company a number of 
years ago as chief clerk to District Plant 
Chief Behm. He had been in France but a 
short time and had seen no active service. 

Miss Blanche Preston, ‘“‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, resigned December 22nd. _ 

The Jobnson Fruit Company presented the 
Hastings operators with a large box of de- 
licious apples, in remembrance of the Yuletide 
season. The grainmen of Hastings presented 
the girls of the operating department with a 
large box of candy, each. 

Miss Julia Bauer, line operator at Hastings, 
returned to work on December 30th, having 
been absent on account of the death of her 
mother. Mrs. Bauer had been an invalid for 
more than a year but was much worse follow- 
ing the death of her son, in one of the can- 
tonments about two months prior to her 
death. Miss Bauer has the deepest sympathy 
from her fellow employes. 

A large number of the employes of the Hast- 
ings exchange has taken advantage of the 
opportunity to skate while the ice is good on 
Heartwell Lake. All who have skated or at- 
tempted to skate agree that it is wonderful 
exercise. Sam Jackson, chief clerk in the 
plant office, is “some” skater. Some of the 
employes suggested a skating party for New 
Year’s eve, but fearing it would be a ‘cool’ 
affair, the idea was abandoned. 

The Misses Schafer and Brungard, operators 
at Hastings, are taking furloughs of one week 
each, beginning December 30th. Miss Brun- 
gard’s mother is confined to her bed: with 
rheumatism. 

Miss Julia Bauer, line operator at Hast- 
ings, received a Christmas greeting in a 
cablegram from Herbert and Raymond Mc- 
Culla, who are both stationed somewhere in 
France. Messrs. McCulla were former em- 
ployes in the Hastings office. 

Jake, the janitor of the Hastings office, 
would we feel sure, take the prize for being the 
best janitor in the city of Hastings, third city 
in the state of Nebraska. ‘“Jake’’ has one 
fault, he is afflicted with the “wandering 
Spirit,’ leaving us each spring and returning 
in the fall. Possibly he is a descendant of 
the noted Indian Chief for which Red Cloud, 
Nebraska, was named and whose grave is 
near that city. 
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The rest room of the Hastings exchange 
had its usual holiday attire during the Yule- 
tide season. 

Miss Edith '!Patterson, assistant billing clerk 
at the Hastings office, was off duty three 
weeks recently on account of the “Flu.” 

Miss Winona Winter, clerk in the district 
plant office at Hastings, has the sincere sym- 
pathy of all of us in the death of her sister. 

Miss Lyla Trutlinger, stenographer in the 
district plant office at Hastings, spent New 
Year’s day in Grand Island, visiting relat- 
ives. 

Second Lieutenant Barratt, former manager 
at Sutton, was a visitor at the Hastings office 
the first part of January. Lieutenant Barratt 
is now stationed at Houston, Texas. 

Mr. Bell is in receipt of a letter from 
H. L. Crouse, who is now in France. Mr. 
Crouse tells of his trip across, landing in Eng- 
land, and of the rough passage across the 
English channel. He began active service on 
August 8rd in the third line trenches, moy- 
ing, up until he was finally in the first line 
trenches, remaining in active service until the 
armistice was signed. At the time of writin: 
he was stationed about one mile from the 
Belgian border. He expects that they will 
probably get to see Some of Germany soon, 
but personally, he is ready to come home at 
any time. 

A story regarding one of the Company’s 
former traffic officials, C. L. Sluyter now of 
New York City, comes to us through an ar- 
ticle in the Omaha World Herald, which is in 
part as follows: Mr. Sluyter, who holds a 
high position with an electrical concern in 
New York, was placed in charge of installing 
telephones and other electrical equipment in 
ocean liners, among which was the George 
Washington, which was to take President 
Wilson across to France. The job was done 
so thoroughly and pleased the ship’s officers 
so much, that they were on the verge of ask- 
ing Mr. Sluyter’s firm to allow him to accom- 
pany them across, in charge of the electrical 
equipment on the ship. The Nebraskan heard 
about it and at once objected, stating that he 
didn’t care to go along. “If anything goes 
wrong with the phones or anything else.’”’ he 
said: “I’d have my hands full with such a 
bunch of big folks as are going on this ship. 
I’ll stay here among the common folks.” And 
so he stayed, which shows what a combin- 
ation of modesty and brains Mr. Sluyter has. 


COMMISSION RULINGS 


Made in Telephone Matters Before State 
Regulatory Body 


The Staplehurst Telephone Company was 
permitted to install’ the following schedule 
of charges: Business, $21 a year; farm, $158; 
residence, $15. Company was ordered to set up 
10 per cent depreciation fund and was re- 
stricted to 7 per cent dividends in the future. 

The Firth Telephone company was author- 
ized to increase rates from $1 to $!.25 a month 
for all services. Because of excess dividends 
paid in the past out of money that should 
have been set aside for depreciation, the 
commission ordered that no dividends be paid 
for five years, the accumulated money to re- 
build the plant. 


The DuBois Telephone company was given 
permission to increase rates from $1 to $1.25 
a month, but must forego future dividends 
until such a time as the difference between 
the 1d per cent it has paid and the 8 per 
cent the commission finds was all that it 
should have been paid has been made up, the 
revenues above operating expenses to be used 
for modernizing the plant. 

The Nebraska Telephone company was or- 
dered to show cause why it does not furnish 
service to D. C. May, a Custer county farmer 
who has built a new house two blocks from 
his old, the commission finding that the con- 
struction cost was small enough to justify 
the expense. It later built the line. 

The Ansley Telephone company was author- 
ized to charge the following rates: Busin- 
ess, $2; individual residence, $1.50; two-party 
residence, $1.25; and farm, $1.25. The com- 
pany was restricted to 8 per cent dividends for 
the future. 

The request of the Eagle Telephone company 
for an increase in rates from its present flat 
charge of $12 a month was denied because 
the commission found that it had been rob- 
bing its depreciation fund to pay 12 per cent 
dividends. The company must use all ex- 
cess revenues for the next four years to re- 
store the efficiency of the plant. 

The commission has refused to consider 
the application of the Farmers’ Independent 
Telephone company for an increase of rates. 
It conducts an exchange at Red Cloud in com- 
petition with the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph company. Citizens asked the commis- 
sion some months ago to consolidate the two 
plants, but despite this and the warning of the 
commission the company expended large sums 
in rebuilding its plant. 
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CLIMGED A POLE 
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AMERICA’S ANSWER 
By R. W. LILLARD 


Rest ye in peace, ye Flanders dead, 
The fight that ye so bravely led 
We've taken up. And we will keep 
True faith with you who lie asleep 
With each a cross to mark his bed, 
And poppies blowing overhead, 
Where once his own life biood ran red. 
So let your rest be sweet and deep 

In Flanders fields. 


Fear not that ye have died for naught. 

The torch ye threw to us we caught. 

Ten million hands will hold it high, 

And Freedom’s light shall never die! 

We’ve learned the lesson that ye taught 
In Flanders fields. 


(Written after the death of 


Lieut. Col. McCrae, who 
wrote “‘In Flanders Fields.”’ 


RAs) OND Meher WR tere ee weer te a ete eS ne nO a ee mg RRR mre Aa A TN A al NR a tS RE 
_- = . . i a 


FEBRUARY 


1919 


OUR COUNTRY IS ALL THAT 


surrounds you, all that has reared and 
nourished you, everything that you 
have loved. That land you see, those 
houses, those trees, those smiling girls 
that pass, that is your country. The 
laws that protect you, the bread which 
rewards your toil, the words you ex- 
‘change, the joy and sadness which 
come to you from men and the things amid which 
you live, that is your country. The little chamber 
where you once saw your mother, the recollections 
she has left you, the earth where she reposes, that 
is your country. You see it, and you breathe vt 
everywhere! I imagine, my son, your rights and 
your duties, your affections and your needs, your 
recollections and your gratitude, are united under 
one name, and that name will be 


“MY COUNTRY!” 
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MULTIPLEX TELEPHONY 
One of the big new inventions in tele- 
phony is the multiplex system of mes- 


’ sage sending developed by the engineer- 


ing force of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph company. ‘The daily papers 
carried a brief description of it a little 
while ago, but it has not been until re- 
cently that the engineers responsible for 
this marvel have told just what it is. 


Like a great many other interesting | 


things in telephony it is a matter that 
is better explained by diagram than by 
verbal descriptive methods. In its sim- 
plest form the description would be that 
by super-imposing four additional circuits 
together with signalling apparatus on a 
wire carrying the customary single cir- 
cuit, over the one pair of wires five 
different electric currents can be sent at 
the same instant. 


At the receiving end these currents are 
separated from each other so that the 
particular current coming from a par- 
ticular telephone at cne end gees only to 
a particular telephone at the other end, 
notwithstanding the fact that in ‘the 
sending of these five currents they were 
all mixed together. The explanation of 
how this is done is that each current is 
of different wave length, and the differ- 
ent frequency of the wave length of 
each carrying current results in a differ- 
ent selectiveness at the other end. 

Bancroft Gherardi, acting chief engin- 
eer of the company, illustrates the idea in 
this way: 

“The underlying principle may be il- 
lustrated by considering a composite 
photograph of five different persons. 
Given a composite photograph of 
the ordinary kind it would ~ be 
obviously impossible to derive from 
it the picture of each of the five individ- 
uals going to make it up. If, however, 
the composite photograph had been made 
up in five different colors, the picture 
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of each being in a different color, it 
would then be possible, by looking at 
the picture through colored glasses to 
see any one picture separate from the 
others. If red glasses were used, the 
one printed in red would be seen; if blue 
glasses the one in blue, etc., although 
when looking at it in the ordinary way 
all of the pictures would be seen together 
and only the combination would appear. 
As the tint of each picture serves as a 
means of differentiating it from the 
others, so the frequency of the carrier 
currents serves to differentiate each of 
the conversations in the new telephone 
multiplex.” 

The invention, it should be stated, is 
available only for long toll lines, as it is 
necessary to use certain amounts of ap- 
paratus and rearrangements of the wires. 


THE STATE MEETING 


More than a hundred and twenty-five 
representatives of independent telephone 
companies attended the meeting called 
for the 15th and 16th of January to con- 
sider the various questions that are now 
pressing for consideration. 

The meeting was called by Mr. L..E. 
Hurtz, at that time the chairman of the 
independent group for Nebraska, for the 
purpose of personally conveying to the 
operating managers the plans of the 
United States telephone administration 
and discussing with them the proper in- 
terpretation of the new toll rate schedule. 
Mr. Hurtz was called to New York, and 
Mr. R. E. Mattison, whose appointment 
as supervisor for the state was announced 
at the time of the meeting, presided in 
his stead. 

Mr. George K. Gann of the Lincoln 
company and Mr. E. D. Wallace, who is 
a member of Mr. MacKinnon’s staff, led 
the discussions on the new toll schedule. 
Many of the managers and district offi- 
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cers of the company were present. The 
discussion consumed more than half a 
day all told, and it was of so wide and 
informing a character that those who 
journeyed to Lincoln to hear and take 
part in it were well repaid. 

All of Nebraska’s toll rates have 
always been computed upon an airline 
mileage basis, but this is about the only 
part of the old schedule that has not been 
torn to pieces and turned upside down. 
Mr. Gann and Mr. Wallace were ques- 
tioned and cross-questioned for hours by 
managers who were plainly puzzled over 
what charges were to be made and how 
the recording and reports were to be 
handled. Many of those present were 
equipped with pencil and paper and took 
copious notes. 

Altogether it was a school of instruc- 
tion that was well attended and which, 
by making plain the changes to be effect- 
ed in the toll business by this new order, 
has greatly lessened the troubles of the 
administration staff in getting things run- 
ning smoothly. 

Mr. Mattison read a ‘paper in which he 
outlined the progress of government 
operation and control, and U. G. Powell, 
state commission expert, explained a new 
System of accounting to be required of 
companies. 7 


THE COMPANY HONORED 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
company has been honored by the fed- 
eral telephone administration in the se- 
lection of two of its operating officials 
for responsible positions in the national 
service. Its general manager, Mr. L. 
E. Hurtz, has been drafted for service 
at Washington on the operating staff 
of F. B. MacKinnon, vice president of 
the national association of independent 
companies, who is general supervisor 
for the operation of all independent lines, 
while Mr. R. E. Mattison, commercial 
superintendent, has been named to suc- 
ceed Mr. Hurtz, who had been previously 
selected to supervise the operating ad- 
ministration in Nebraska. 

Mr. Hurtz has been general manager 
of the company since 1906, coming to it 
from service as engineer for the city of 
Lincoln. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, receiving his de- 
gree of B. Se. of E. E., and following it 


up with a post graduate course of two 
years in electrical and mechanical en- 
gineering. At Washington he is chief 
of staff to Mr. MacKinnon, advising him 


for the present on organization mat- | 


ters and specially handling the technical 
matters of operation. 

Mr. Mattison’s duties will be those of 
a state supervisor, Nebraska constitut- 
ing a district. Mr. Mattison has been in 
the telephone business for nearly twenty 
years. Six of these he has served as 
commercial superintendent of the Lin- 
coln company. Previous to that he was 
the guiding hand in the organization of 
the independent group in Nebraska and 
has a thoro knowledge cf the state and 
its telephone systems. 

In his annual address to the stock- 
holders of the company, held in January, 
President Frank H. Woods pointed out 
that the selection of these two men for 
the places named was a high tribute to 
the character of the company organiz- 
ation, and demonstrated the esteem in 
which they were held by the big telephone 
men of the country. 


CHRIS HABERMAN 


Former Manager at Friend, who hes re- 
turned from active service abroad. 


TAKE TIME TO BE CAREFUL. BE 


CAREFUL ALL THE TIME. 
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A NEW SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTING 


Following a meeting of telephone man- 
agers at Lincoln on January 29th, sum- 
moned by the state railway commission 
on an order to show cause why it should 
not require all companies in the state to 
adopt a uniform system of accounting, 
an order will be issued placing into im- 
mediate effect a plan of keeping books 
that has been worked out by U. G. 
Powell, the rate expert for the commis- 
sion. 

It is asserted by members of the com- 
mission that the adoption of this plan 
will be greatly to the advantage of the 
smaller telephone companies that have 
never felt able to hire a bookkeeper and 
whose manager was often untrained in 
accounts. The need for a uniform, sim- 
‘ple system (which ‘requires no expert 
bookkeeping knowledge to follow, became 
evident to the commission during the past 
year, when a large number of companies 
have been forced to ask for higher rates. 

In case after case, the commission 
found that the books presented for in- 
spection of its accounts were absolutely 
unintelligible. Managers had confused 
personal expenditures with those for the 
company, others had check stubs only to 
show for what they had spent. The idea 
generally appeared to be, especially in 
the one man companies, that running a 
telephone company was akin to running 
a general store. 

This lack of essential data was a great 
embarrassment to the commissioners, who, 
realizing that operating costs had mater- 
ially increased, desired to give increased 
rates, but were without information as to 
what was a proper rate to fix. This was 
also embarrassing to the companies as it 
deprived them of the instant relief many 
cases demanded. 

Hach company is to have the assistance 
of an examiner from the commission, who 
will install the system and make periodi- 
cal examinations of the books. The larger 
companies of the state have long followed 
correct accounting methods, and they 
are not affected by the order. Five clas- 
Sifications are made, Class D being for all 
companies from $3,000 to $10,000 of gross 
revenue yearly, and Class BE, which in- 
cludes half the companies in the state, 


* all under $3,000. 


SOME YOUNGSTERS 
Here is Ruth Lewis and Earl Lambertson, 
children of switchboard men at Beatrice. 


FEDERAL CONTROL CHALLENGED 


An entire day was consumed in argu- 
ment in the federal court at Lincoln 
recently in a case brought by the state 
railway commission to enjoin the Lin- 
coln Telephone & Telegraph company 
from charging and collecting the instal- 
lation charges ordered into effect by the 
postmaster general as head of the tele- 
phone administration. The role enacted 
by the company was merely that of the 
innocent bystander. The commission 
simply selected it as the médium by 
which it might challenge the right of 
the postmaster general to make rates 
anywhere in Nebraska for services per- 
formed entirely within the state. 

A part of the argument was devoted to 
the question of whether the court had 
any jurisdiction to hear and try the case, 
purely technical points, but two ques- 
tions were discussed that interest tele- 
phone men and women. One was the 
right of the commission to regulate any 
telephone system operated by the federal 
government, when the legislature had not 
included the government among the list 
of telephone operating concerns that the 
oe aa had power to prescribe rates 
or. 

The principal point of difference was 
over the vital question of whether, when 
congress passed the act under which 
the wire companies of the country were 
taken over, it intended to take from the 
state commissions their old power of 
making rates for services within a state. 
This turned upon the meaning of the lan- 
guage used, the state commission claim- 


4 


ing that when the act retained in the state 
commissions the power to make police re- 
gulations it meant police power and 
police power includes rate-making. The 
government, which was represented by 
C. M. Bracelen, sent from Washington to 
argue the case, asserted that rate-mak- 
ing was not included in that term. 

It will be weeks before a decision will 
be reached, as the lawyers are to file 
briefs for the edification of the two 
judges that heard the case. The case is 
important to telephone companies, as it 
determines which of the two masters that 
have been claiming power to direct their 
energies they must obey ‘so long as 
federal control continues. 


METERED SERVICE 

Postmaster General Burleson is mak- 
ing come true another dream of the tele- 
phone managers and owners. He has 
ordered metered service to be put into 
effect in Detroit. The Bell company 
there suggested it a year ago, but liti- 
gation prevented. Apparently there is 
no readiness-to-serve charge, as has been 
the rule in water and light service plants, 
but its principle is recognized by the 
rate schedule. For instance, a business 
house will pay $48 a year and be allowed 
to use the facilities for outgoing mes- 
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sages 804 times during a year, which 
is the same as charging: six cents a mes- 
sage but making sure that the readi- 
ness-to-serve expense is covered. In- 
dividual residence lines will cost $46 a 
year with a limit of 996 messages a year, 
and two party lines $36, with a limit 
of 804 calls. Additional calls cost from 
three to four and a hajf cents, the 
greater the excess above the limit the 
less per call. When one stops to figure 
out that three calls a day means over 
1,000 a year, he can figure out how 
costly such service will prove to users. 
The flat rates now in vogue the country 
over allow a subscriber to call as many 
times as he desires. Manifestly the 
metered system is the only equitable 
method of distributing the cost of giving 
telephone service. The fixed charge 
should be enough to pay for the mainten- 
ance and depreciation of the property of 
the company necessary to supply service 
to a house or office, plus an interest re- 
turn. That places all subscribers on the 
same level. Then those who are frequent 
users will pay their full share of the re- 
maining costs of giving service instead 
of having it made up, as now, by the in- 
frequent user. What the message rate 
Should be could be mathematically de- 
termined by the income produced. 


EXCHANGE BUILDING AT AUBURN 
The Exchange of the Auburn Telephone Co., at Brock, Brownville, Johnson and Nemaha 
were acquired at the same time. This is the 111th exchange now owned by the company. 


RECENTLY PURCHASED 
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THE ALIBI BOYS 

We are all familiar with the man who 
always has an alibi when an attempt to 
locate blame is in progress. The fact 
that he never gets away with it fails to 
impress itself upon his good sense. If 
you happen to be in this class, quit it. 
Everybody makes mistakes, but the wise 
man is the one who doesn’t make the 
same mistake twice. If a calldown is 


_ really coming to you, take it and make it 


be worth something to you. Sometimes a 
man needs a jolt to wake him up to the 
fact that he is due to take a new and 
firmer grip on things. Don’t begin pity- 
ing yourself and excusing yourself to 
yourself by saying you are always made 
the goat. Spunk up and make sure that 
the goat doesn’t come your way the next 
time. A homely old philosopher once 
said that he never wasted time cutting 
specks out of rotten apples. If you 


-were a rotten apple the boss wouldn’t:be 


wasting his time on you. Which is worth 
remembering. 


TEACHING. COURTESY 

Postmaster General Burleson, head of 
the United States telephone administra- 
tion, has issued a circular in which he 
calls attention to the fact that some 
complaints have reached him of lack of 
courtesy on the part of employes. The 
instances have been few in number, but 
Mr. Burleson desired to impress on all 
employes at the outset that because it 
was the government that had under- 
taken the operation of the wire com- 
panies there should be no slackening 
of the courtesy that has particularly dis- 
tinguished the telephone business. 

The circular states in very emphatic 
language that any breach of the old rules 
prevailing would meet with a loss of 
position. In a small percentage of in- 
dividuals the fact that the United States 
is the employer and that the workers 
are under the civil service has resulted 
in a careless attitude towards patrons 
of the postal system, and it is the evident 
purpose of Mr. Burleson to stop this 
tendency at the beginning of his ad- 
ministration of the telephone business. 

It would be a very unfortunate re- 
sult of government operation if there 
were to be any let-down from the high 
standard of courtesy that has been the 
rule in the past. With persons trained 
in the telephone business there is little, 


if any danger, of a departure from the 
old traditions, but the increase in traffic 
and the absence of so many old employes 
have placed a number of new workers in 
places of intimate contact with the pub- 
lic. No better advice can be given these 
new folks than that they should learn 
that the first requisite to success in this 
work is a courteous and patient attitude 
towards patrons no matter what exas- 
perations exist in their relations. 


SAFETY FIRST 


THE ACCIDENT: 
Employe attempted to climb a pole 
that was encased in ice. The ice had 
begun to thaw next to the pole. When 
the workman was about halfway up 
the pole the ice slipped off the pole, 
causing him to fall backward into a 
ditch at foot of pole. 


THE INJURY: 
Left arm broken below elbow, right 
shoulder bruised, deep gash in back of 
head and minor injuries about body. 


THE RESULT: 

Employe was confined to his bed for 
three weeks, undergoing much pain 
and suffering. Will not regain full 
use of his arm for four to six months. 


PREVENTION: 

A close inspection of the pole would 
no doubt have revealed the unsafe con- 
dition of the ice covering, which could 
have been knocked off and thereby 
have avoided all the pain and suffer- 
ing due to the accident. 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
Ist, 1919 and January 31, 1919: also gain and loss since January ist, 1919. 


Jan. 1, “19 Jan. 31, °19 Gain Loss 


Lincoln ........ 138775 
Hastings ....... 3119 
Beatrice ...... 2600 
VWorkye Seine 1856 
Fairbury ...... 1660 
Nebr. City.... 16380 
*Auburn ...... 1137 
Plattsmouth 1029 
Uni. Place.... 1009 
Seward ........ 926 
Wahoo .......... 897 
David City.... 918 
Tecumseh ... 831 
Ashland ...... 804 
Superior ...... 768 
Sutton .......... 665 
Stromsburg 658 
Friend .......... 643 
Osceola ........ 622 
Harvard ...... 613 
Hebron ........ 579 
Geneva ........ 578 
Wymore .......... 562 
Wilber .......... 551 
Polke 510 
Sterling ........ 486 
Weep. Water 477 
Humboldt .... 446 
Dorchester .. 438 
College View 439 
Havelock ...... 422 
Edgar .......... 432 
Syracuse ...... 395 
Clay Center.. 397 
Beaver Cross 390 
Exeter ......._.. OUT 
Gresham ...... 378 
Fairfield _.... 369 
Shelby .......... 366 
Fairmont ...... 359 
Milford ........ 355 
Dunbar ........ 34515) 
Elmwood ...... 356 
DeWitt _....... SoD 
Wittcaee wee 351 
Bennett ........ 333 
Cedar Bluffs 332 
Cooks. 320 
Waco i: 322 
Adams .......... 313 
Bradshaw .... 315 
McCool ........ 300 
Cr. Orchard... 280 
Plymouth .... 272 
*Johnson ...... 267 
Talmage ...... 264 
Tobias .......... 261 
Benedict ...... 258 


13853 
3129 
2597 
1835 
1672 
1636 
1135 
1023 
1015 

922 
911 
910: 
834 
798 
766 
662 
655 
632 
625 
618 
579 
574 
556 
551 
513 
482 
475 
444 
439 
438 
426 
418 
395 
393 
392 


380. 


371 
367 
365 
364 
307 
353 
3090 
352 
349 
3380 
330 
322 
321 
312 
309 
297 
280 
274 
264 
264 
261 
260 


10 


12 
6 
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Jan. 1, “19 Jan. 31, “19 Gain Loss 


59 Ceresco ........ 256 NPs. a 
60 Louisville *.. 256 253 nn 3 
61 Glenvil ........ 241 23 See 3 
62 Brainard ...... 235 237 Diet korato 
63 Mead ............ 231 232 Le ages 
64 Red Cloud.... 225 226 Leen 
65 Yutan ............ 226 22,5 eee 1 
66 Steinauer .... 231 OHA 6 
67 Waverly ...... 219 220 TN se 
68 Greenwood .. 210 209 1 
69 Murray ........ 209 209. oe 
70 Ong .............. 209 206 3 
71 Tamora ........ 206 206 . 
72 Milligan ...... 198 196 2 
73 Bellwood ...... 198 195 3 
74 Davey .......... 194 192 2 
75 Panama ........ 191 191 Jaf 
76 *Brock .........- 190 190 48 
77 Raymond ...... 189 188 1 
78 Cordova .......- 184 184 “Lele 
(OeBurt 177 177 ote 
80 Saronville .... 176 176 ATELY ee 
81 Nehawka ...... 172 173 Dig We en 
82 Juniata ........ 174 170 AL, 4 
83 Hampton ...... 168 OTe 1 
84 Carleton ...... 162 163 129 
85 Hansen ........ 161 159K ee 2 
86 Belvidere .... 159 158 1 
87 Garland .......- 151 148 3 
88 Colon ..........-- 141 LAL ates 
89 Thayer ........ 139 140 D LAY Wises 
90 Grafton ........ 140 SOAP et 1 
91 Ithaca .......... 139 139) Ae 
92 Elk Creek.... 138 138 ee ee 
93 Denton .......- 136 135 han 1 
94 *Nemaha .... 1382 134 2 aye 
95 Prosser ......-- 132 132 wig aes 
96 Shickley ...... 126 WAS Ae: 1 
97 Bruno .......... 116 122 GW 
98 Malcolm ...... 122 1201 2 
99 Garrison ...... 119 WES Aye 1 
100 Octavia ........ 117 AUT re Abs 
101 Lushton ...... 106 106 
162 Filley ........... 105 105 we 2 
103 Dwight ........ 91 104 13 
104 Pickrell ........ 97 en eh 
Gb eOt0ena es 96 97 1 
106 Douglas ...... 95 Cay, Ofeasa wy Bie 
107 Pauline ........ 87 SEF xe 1 
108 *Brownville 80 SOW ive Ata it ae 
109 Clatonia ...... 67 68 1 iu 
110 Pl. Dale........ 54 GY ts oe. 1 
111 Strang .......... 38 BUN ie AL 
Totals, se 591381 59141 196 186 
Net gain since Jan. 1, 1919...................--- 10 
Gain for January, 1919...........................- 10 


*Hxchanges purchased. 


Sak 
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THE ESSENCE OF GOOD MANAGE- 
MENT 


If one is to conduct a business enter- 
prise for himself or others, it is as- 
sumed that certain personal qualifica- 
tions have been considered. Sometimes 
desire is mistaken for ability, and unless 
the error is soon dliscovered, and an 
effort made to overcome the defects, the 
good ship begins to flounder and finally 
lands on the rocks. In other words, de- 
sire may land one on the job, but ability 
alone will hold it. One may have all 
qualifications except loyalty. loyalty to 
self means loyalty to employer, his pa- 
trons, as well as to one’s country. Many 
otherwise bright and capable fellows, are 
apt to overlook this particular brand 
of personal quality, and! subject them- 
selves to early and! constant suspicion. 
Selfish instinct curbs loyalty, breeds’ dis- 
content and otherwise disturbs efficiency. 

To manage well, is to know the wants 
of your patron, or prospective patron, 
to establish a business relationship with 
him, builded upon desire, with confidence 
as the motive power, confidence being 
established by supplying his wants with 
repeated satisfaction. If you are only 
interested in your patron’s money, you 
can not establish confidence. He may be 
compelled to deal with you, but would do 
so reluctantly if you did’ not merit his 
confidence. 

Men enter into business to supply the 
demands for particular articles of mer- 
chandise or service. In some instances 
the demand is created through energetic, 
forceful and enterprising methods. Peo- 
ple like to trade with live wire dealers. 
They feel more confident of the quality 
of the goods or service, and the char- 
acter of the institution patronized. Be- 
ing a live wire does not necessarily mean 
a large amount of bluff, noise, and blus- 
ter. Honesty, courtesy, neatness, 
promptness, thoroughness, in little, as 
well as big matters, the ability to see 
ahead, or forecast the needs of your pa- 
trons, all enter into the live wire com- 
bination, and will invariably bring any 
business to a successful issue. 

The man who waits for business to 
come to him is not a successful business 
man, or manager of a successful enter- 
prise. On the other hand, the man who 
goes after the business, generally gets it. 

The successful manager or business 


man not only watches the income, but 
has his hand on the throttle of out-go. 
There must be a proper balance between 
the two items, incident to the character 
of the business. 

The successful manager or business 
man is neither a spendthrift.or a tight 
wad), there is proper balance there, also. 
The man who counts his hours, watches 
the clock, thinks almost continually of 
pay day, and the amount of his pay check 
is always chasing a rainbow. He is a 
waster and cannot be a success, until he 
changes his habits of mind. The brains 
of a successful business man has more 
than an eight or nine hour appetite. 

We might add, “the Spirit of Service” 
in applying the conclusions cited above 
to the telephone business. 

The manager who looks upon his func- 
tions purely from the receiving end is 
marking time. The incidental, as well 
as overhead expense of any business: in- 
stitution is an important factor in meas- 
uring success, or profits, and! one who 
analyzes all items of expenditure with 
a personal interest fulfills to a marked 
degree one of the important functions 
of good management. 
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WELCOME BACK, SOLDIERS 


AT LAST 


I asked her once, 

I asked her twice, 

Then I asked again. 

Ah, Enowing minx, 

She knew my helplessness. 
I asked once more, 

And then again. 

Persistent is man 

In his quest. 

Yet she laughed, 

And then I lost my temper, 
And got the chief operator. 
Who gave me the number 

I was after. i 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


There isn’t a man who ean afford to miss 
lesson 4 of the plant engineering school. To 
the installer and trouble shooter, lesson + is 
worth more than all the rest. Don’t pass it 
up.—W. A. Coffendaffer, wire chief, York. 

BE. K. Dean has been transferred from the 
Friend exchange to Waco as manager. 

Mr. Marshall has been transferred from Polk 
to McCool, where he will have charge of the 
plant work at McCool and Lushton, 

George Mann has been re-employed in the 
plant department at Lincoln, having recently 
returned from service-in the army. : 

. Miss Hazel Peterson has been employed in 
the Lincoln switchroom as observation oper- 
ator. rt 

Miss Vera Heck, switchroom employe at Lin- 
coln, recently resigned. ‘ 

E..R. Burkett, who has been in the U. 5S. 
service in a gas factory, has been re-employed 
in the plant department- at Lincoln. 

Miss Ethel Kinsey, stenographer in the Lin 
coln plant department, has returned from a 
three weeks’ vacation spent in the western 
part of Nebraska. — 

In a letter from Charles Meshier, forn.er 
plant employe at Lincoln,-he states that army 
life agrees with him so well that he actually 
tips the scales at 160 pounds. Those who know 
him will think this hard to believe. He aiso 
states that he is very anxious to get home. 

S. J. Dennis, former employe at the Lincoin 
exchange, has returned from service in the 
army and is at present working in the fol! 
wire chief's department. 

Miss Lillie Lundeen, formerly chief operator 
at Polk, is now working in the toll billings 
department at the Lincoln office. 

Ralph Seguin has returned to his work in 
the addressogranh department after an absenve 
of several months in the army. 

Practically nothing has happened of interest 
in the auditing department at Lincoln with the, 
exception of occasional (7) letters received 
by some of the girls. These, however, are too 
interesting to be told about, so we are just 
mentioning it so that the readers may know 
that this department was not intentionally 
skipped. 

Miss Lila Mover has been employed as mes- 
senger girl at Lincoln exchange to replace Miss 
Effie Delph, who is doing work for Mr. Elliott. 

Harold Cunningham, who formerly worked 
in tbe plant department at Lincoln, but who 
has been in camp for some time, returned 
recently and is working in the plant superin- 
tendent’s office. 

Miss Elinor Spott, Lincoln “B” overator, who 
recently underwent an operation for appendi- 
citis. is doing very nicely. ; 

Miss Kenetha Thomas, “B” operator at Lin- 
coln, has resigned to take up the study of art 
at the University. 

Miss Ruth Peaten has been re-employed as 
line operator at the Lincoln exchange. 

The following student operators have been 
employed at the Lincoln office: Rose Larson, 
Beulah Saddoris, Elizabeth Hegg, and Grace 
Smith. 

Miss Nellie Harmon, supervisor at Nebraska 
City, is enjoying a ten days’ vacation. 


Miss Elizabeth Boyd, Lincoln line operator, 
recently resigned and will go to her home in 
Tennessee. 

Miss Lillian Curtis, line operator at th? 
Lineoln exchange, resigned recently to be mar- 
ried. 

Mrs. Lena Gardner, Lincoln line operator, 
has returned to work after an absence of sev- 
eral weeks on account of sickness. 

Mrs. Corine Graff, rural operator at the Iin- 
coln exchange, has resigned and will join her 
hushand,- who was recently released from the 
army. bn 
, The Misses Morley and Hazelriggz have heen 
re-employed. in the traffic department at Lin- 
ealn. | 

Miss Jnlia--Dillman, ‘A” .operator-at Ne- 
braska: Gity, is off duty on account of sick- 
ness. . < ; 

Miss Wright, supervisor at Nebraska City. 
returned to work the first of the month from 
a ten days’ vacation. 
Miss Ernestine Blummel of the commercial 
department at Nebraska City is absent from 
duty on account of the “‘flu,’’ having contracted 
the same while in Dakota nursing her sister. 
Miss Johnson is assisting during Miss Blum- 
mel’s absence. 

The installation of a new switchboard for 
the 'Morton-Gregson Company of Nenraska 
Cit: is nearing completion. 

Miss Gilla Yost, “‘A’’ operator at Nepraska 
Citv. who has been off duty for the past two 
inonths on account of pneumonia, is azain able 
to be out and expects to return to work in a 
short time. 

Miss Martina Almouist, toll onerator at Wa- 
hoo, is back on duty again after two weeks 
sickness. 

Miss Lessie Hageman, toll operator at Wa- 
hoo, resigned February 1st. 

CG. S. Nevins, formerly wire chief at Wahoo, 
has been transferred to the Cedar Bluffs ex- 
change as manager, to replace H. L. Anderson. 
who has been trasferred to Havelock. 


Miss Ruth Quinn, assistant chief operator at 


Wahoo, was off dutv a few days last month, 
suffering with a sprained ankle. 

On Monday evening. February 3rd, the 
members of the L. T. club of Wahoo gave 4 
kitchen shower in the rest room, in bonor of 
Miss Lessie Hageman. whose marriage to Emil 
Rexilius will take place in the near future. 
The main feature of the evening was Aa mock 
wedding, after which the bride-to-be conducted 
a search for her hidden presents. After 4 
delicious Juncheon, the party broke und wish- 
ing Miss Hageman a long and prosperous mar- 
ried life. 

Miss Blanche Ladner, chief operator at Wa- 
hoo, spent Sunday, January 19th at Colon, 
Nebraska, visiting at the home of Mrs. Blanche 
Cripe. commercial clerk at Wahoo. 

Miss Lila Reutlinger has been transferred 
from the plant department at Hastings to the 
commercial department. as Stenographer, to 
replace Miss Florence Haynes, who resigned 
to accept another position. 

H. G. White hss been employed as manager 
at Polk. Mr. White was manager at Brad- 
shaw before going to war. 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott, and A. A. Stoker, Instructors. 
p THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY. 
Previously During Total Aver. 
Reported January To Date Grade 
ANDER ESAS Wo) LESSON: Nh 383 3 386 9214 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson L................... 364 0. 364 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson [.................. 265 1 266 9714 % 
JNO Ves Woy BESO ML 179 0 179 9844 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson II.................... 162 5 167 
Answers towliesson el (Ltt tee nae wane pee eeatt ea 90 8 98 9614 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson III................ 74. 0 74 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III............ Al 4 45 99 % 
Answers to Lesson IV..................---.-----22-2---- pede ND) A 34 | 8 42 99 % 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV....................-. 0 31 31 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV............ EAN, 3. 3A ih 99 % 


WHICH IS YOUR RECORD? 


Below is an actual copy of the record cards of two students of the, Course in 
Practical Telephony. In The News for July, 1918, we gave the summary of the 
advancement made by all male employes in the Plant department who had been in 
the employ of the Company for one year or more on a monthly basis.. You will 
remember that in making this analysis we entered the name of each employe in 
one of three columns. The first column was headed. “SATISFACTORY” and was 
reserved for employes who were real students of the Course in Practical Telephony 
and were up to date with the Course. The second column was headed “SLOW” and 
in this column were placed the names of those who had enrolled for the Course but 
The third column was headed 
“NOT ENROLLED” and in this column was placed the names of all who had not 


who had neglected to keep the work up to date. 


enrolled. 


NAME TOWN POSITION COURSE 
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Further analysis showed 
that those in the “SATIS- 
FACTORY” column had 
made an average increase 
In salary of $9.26 per 
month for each year each 
man had worked. The 
“SLOW” group could show 
an average increase in 
earnings of only $6.02 per 
month while those who 
were not enrolled drew an 
nerease of $5.27 per month 
for each year’s work. 


Most of the students who 
were in the “SATISFAC- 
TORY” column then are 
still in that column. The 
Company has recognized 
the fact that practically all 
of the men who are ready 
for promotion are to be 
found in this group. The 
Plant Department has now 
arranged with the Schools 
to furnish each District 
Office with a corrected list 
Showing the progress of 
each student each month. 

_ If you were a supervisor, 
in which column would you 
look for a live man to 
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promote to a responsible position? Is your record like the one which shows Lesson 
IV completed, or is it like the one which shows Lesson I answered, the demonstra- 
tion attended, and nothing done since February 2nd, 1918? Suppose these two men 
are holding equal positions and a promotion is in sight for one of them, would 
you choose the man who has carried the work promptly and effectively or the one 
who could not find time in a year to answer the demonstration questions on Lesson 
I? If the promotion were to the managership of an exchange, which one would you 
expect to clear his trouble promptly, keep his collections up to date, or send in 


prompt and satisfactory reports? 


The furnishing of these lists to the supervisors, is now a part of the organized 
work of the School. If you expect to keep promotions coming your way it is “up 
to you” to keep your name in the “SATISFACTORY” column. 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Gertie Craft, line operator at Hastings, 
recently visited relatives in Hansen. 

Miss Viola Richeson, chief operator at Red 
Cloud, was a visitor at the Hastings office on 
January 7th. 

Miss Florence Hayen, assistant chief opera- 
tor at Hastings, is wearing a new diamond. (7?) 

Miss Edna Vastine, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, has been transferred to night work, tem- 
porarily, taking the place of Miss Vina Ay- 
mond, who has been transferred to day work. 

The L. T. C. of Hastings purchased several 
pictures for the rest room; also a Hastings 
pannant was donated by one of the members. 

Miss Edna Vastine, ‘A’ operator at Hast- 
ings, spent Sunday with relatives in Grand 
Island recently. 

Miss Margaret Dixon, ‘‘A”’ operator at Hast- 
ings, recently enjoyed a visit from her’ mother, 
who lives in Red Cloud. 

Mrs. Bryan Miller, former ‘A’’ operator at 
Hastings, recently underwent an operation for 
appendicitis. Her friends were glad to hear 
that she is rapidly recovering and may visit 
her home in the near future to recuperate. 

Miss Hazel Thomas, line operator at Hast- 
ings, secured a leave of absence one morning 
on the grounds that she wanted to go to the 
train with ‘‘Frank.’ Permission was given 
but we are still wondering, ‘“‘Who in the world 
is Frank ?’’ 

Miss Katheryn Hynes, line operator at Hast- 
ings, spent Sunday recently with home folks 
at Bladen. 

Miss Hazel Thomas, line operator at Hast- 
ings, spent a Sunday recently in Sutton, visit- 
ing future ‘‘in-laws.” 

Miss Iva Lewallen, ‘‘A”’ operator at Hastings, 
motored to Norman on Sunday, the 19th, re- 
turning the same day. 

Miss Amela Benner, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, has resigned to accept a position with 
the Keystone Grocery. 

Mrs. Arthur Richeson, chief operator at Paul- 
ine, and formerly employed at Hastings, re- 
newed acquaintances in Hastings last month, 
while attending a meeting regarding the new 
toll rates. 

Mr. Redman, assistant traffic chief at Grand 
Island, was a visitor at the Hastings office 
one day last month. 

The Misses Florence and Magdalena Hayen, 
operators at Hastings, were absent from duty 
several days last month on account of the ill- 
ness of their mother. 


Miss Mildred Dunn, traveling chief operator 
in the western district, has been confined to 
her home with the “flu.’’ She is much better 
at this time. 

Harry Wheeland, brother of Eva Wheeland, 
“A” operator at Edgar, has returned home 
from overseas. 

Beulah Gunn, “A” operator at Edgar, re- 
cently received word that her brother is on 
his way home from France. 

Mr. Murphy, district traffie chief, held a 
meeting in Edgar on January 17th, for the 
purpose of instructing Edgar’s tributary sta- 
tions in the new Government toll rates. The 
following exchanges sent representatives: 
Fairfield, Deweese, Ong, Carleton, Belvidere, 
Angus, Lawrence and Edgar. 

Why doesn’t Irene Casterine, relief operator 
at Edgar, like pie? Ask Mr. Murphy. 

Beulah Gunn, ‘A’? operator at Edgar, was 
a Lincoln visitor recently. 

The new toll rates, which became effective 
January 21st, are working out nicely at the 
Edgar exchange, and many of the patrons seein 
to be well pleased with them. 

The Edgar traffic force wish to thank Mr. 
Murphy for his splendid efforts in instructing 
them in the new toll rates, which enabled them 
to put the same into effect successfully. 

Mrs. Vina Pope has been employed as line 
operator at Red Cloud. ; 

Miss Barrett, chief operator at Red Cloud, 
attended the chief operators’ meeting at Hast- 
ings, and reports that she had an instructive 
as well as a pleasant time. 

Mrs. Daisy Zwinky and Miss McCoig of the 
York operating force, resigned during Janu- 
ary. 

Mrs. Lena Rhoades has been employed in 
the traffic department at York. 

Miss Sarah Horn of Hastings, has been em- 
ployed as assistant chief operator at York. 

Miss Marie Stafford, operator at York, spent 
a Sunday in Grand Island recently, visiting 
friends. 

Miss Jessie Michener, York chief operator, 
attended the chief operators’ meeting at Hast- 
ings, January 13 and 14, 

Miss Bunice Shrum has been transferred 
from Benedict to York as local operator. 

Miss Lydia Brungard, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, has returned to work. She reports 
her mother, who has been suffering with rheu- 
matism, much better. 
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Number Av’g 
Per Mo. last 


Phones 


Tel. 

Central District .......... 17508 $ .28 
Southern District ...... 18334 97 
Northern District........ 12895 1.01 
Western District........ 12451 1.06 

Totals mew eee 61188 $ .80 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 

Bennett he ee 372 $ .23 
College View............---- 438 42 
DAVCYs :ii.. tects 192 3.58 
Denton) ae ee 1385 1.838 
Greenwood ...........-.------ 209 £75 
Havelock .................----- 426 52 
Tin colnwee ee 13853 14 
Malcolm ..............-------- 120 1.26 
Panama .........-2----------- 191 42 
Pleasant Dale.............. 149 30 
Raymond ..........---------- 188 2.17 
Uni. Place.................--- 1015 5d 
Waverly ..........------------ 220 73 

District ...........---.----- 17508 $ .28 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

IAtdamsh.e teen 828 $ .73 
Ashland ........---------------- 798 1.16 
Auburn. ..........--.----------- 1135 1.46 
Beatrice ......-...------------ 2632 39 
Brock eh eee 195 5.09 
Brownville ..........-------- 80 2.04 
Burr fee leon 
Clatonia ......---------- 129 1.68 
Cooke eee 322 70 
Crab Orchard.......---..-- 230 @=861.79 
DeWitt eee 352 ol 
IDA a ee 187 43 
TDybWA OYE ee ee SHS metee 
Elk Creek.....-...-..-------- 138 1.30 
Elmwood ....------------------ 353 .67 
Fairbury. -..0-0--0c0---- 1714. ~—«.53 
TOD EN wep oe es se 131 3.05 
Humboldt .......------------- 527 .80 
MOHNSOM reeset Pee: 279 5.55 
Louisville .-.....-..--..------- 296 1.39 
Wihvbenghye Se Sees eee 209 2.81 
Nebraska City...-...-..---- 1639 .68 
Nehawka ....------------------ 202 .69 
INemanan feecaeee- eee 184 4.24 
OtOe en Ae be alee eee 98 72 
Atala) eee Bees 119 1.85 
Plattsmouth .........-.----- 1023 .96 
Plymouth .........----------- 274 40 
Steinauer ........-.---------- 225 2.45 
Sterling: ois tid 482 Vy 
Syracuse ........-------------- 560 98 
Talmage ........--.----------- 264 1.07 
Mecum sels ee eee 834 .69 
MO DIAS peste eee eee oe 261 #£«21.10 
Weeping Water........-- 497 61 
Wilber wi ee5.b ee ee, 551 51 
Wymore .............------++-- 556 24 

Wists ct ieee eee 183834 $ .97 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Beaver Crossing.......--- 392 


$ .99 


Same 


Qr. 

$ .58 
1.20 
1.73 
1.68 


—— 


$1.23 


$ .72 
90 
3.14 
4.96 
2.04 
65 
29 
2.70 
1.32 
2.28 
4.79 
1.24 
2.32 


—————— 


$ .58 


Number Av'’g Same 
Phones Per Mo. last 
Te e 


Bellwood ...........-...-..---- 195 1.92 5.65 
Benedict ................---.-- 260 1.56 £2.44 
Bradshaw 309 1.86 2.49 
Brainard eee 237 .»8 2.70 
Bruno. 222 eee 122 40 £3.05 
Cedar Bluffs................ 330 42 OS 
CereSco ..........---.eee-e---e 256 1.84 2.26 
Colon’. it PAS 141 1.46 #1.79 
Cordova 209 72 #8 1.85 
David City...................- 910 73 1.58 
Dwi hte eens 104 1.66 °# 2.85 
Garland 176 1.74 2.10 
Garrison ................--..-- 118 2.11 2.63 
Gresham. ..................---- 371 A | 81 
Hampton 173 87 1.42 
Ithaca i eae 139 1.65 2.638 
ushton eee 106 208 1.96 
McCool ..........2...-2---02-2- 297 1.58 1.78 
Mead) (2 Se ae 2382 1.83 2.35 
Milford 488 .56 1.84 
Octavia _ 117 2.58 3.10 
Osceola .00....... 222... 2eee-e 642 -79 §©2.00 
Polley attr shlohd a0 SAE 518 118 # £1.62 
Seward .......-......2..222---- 1013 118 1.45 
Shelby: 22... nae 365 2.60 3.81 
Stromsburg ................ 693 50 1.81 
Tamora yee ee eee 206 2.638 2.33 
Chayer, 222 ee eae 140 21 22 
UW tiGasii! Pe SPE SOS 349 PAY ALAS 
Wacol eee. ee 321 2.26 2.94 
Wiahooyes ee ee 911 08 1.30 
York pices et ee ae 1835 46 .78 
WAL hag ea - 225 1.68 2.02 

Districi 12895 $1.01 $1.73 

WESTERN DISTRICT 

Belvidere ...............----: 193 $1.16 $1.58 
Carleton® 2242278 es 192 1.69 2.37 
Clay Center.................. 893 1.25 3.20 
Dorchester ...............--. 439 1.20 1.41 
Ridgary et “Unk 452 1.22 1.63 
Rixetery 2 ee’ 409 1.82 1.72 
deine ee 409 1.50 2.42 
ain One 364 go, PSU 
EIEN) eee eee ees 632 43 .99 
Geneva eee le 796 1.41 2.31 
Glenville eee 2388 2.038 1.99 
Grafton se eee 2038 3.28 5.81 
Hansen pe :8 Lae 161 1.50 £2.98 
Ine wayne os te a 618 10 54 
lel ysynboyeish ee 3129 65 1.02 
Ee DrOn pee eee OO Umma ONSET 
4 fibboukemeysy 170 1.64 1.28 
Yb byeaty oy LOO LES 22217 
Ong Wort th es pele erly 237 72 2.05 
Pauline ee 86 2.50 #£1.88 
(PROSSOr <4 see LUE, 132, S49 14:7. 
Red Cloud.................... 230 47 .88 
Saronville ..................... 176 11 1.40 
Shickley, Si. Aes 404 281 2.21 
S braun bo ee a ee 89 2.30 3.80 
Swyeytoye Lye ee 858 -76 1.86 
SUGEO My es eas ee LE 662 1.88 1.94 

DiStricti ee tee 12451 $1.06 $1.68 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, JANUARY 1919 


Good 
W) To % % Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
25 ini colne Miss A. Scouller.............. 13.8 14.3 14.6 138.8 22097 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
7 Ashland................ Mrs..@. Hood... 5.6 6.7 11.5 - 6.5 1496 
23 David City........... Miss A. Siebers.............. 10.5 68 116 10.8 1648 
9 Dorchester........... Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 6.1 4.5 0.0 6.0 504 
16 riend: ee Miss V. Belden................ 8.0 18.0 13.0 9.0 859 
9A Louisville__............ Mrs. E. Barter................ 6.1 7.1 5.2 5.8 808 
8 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick........2.... 6.0 8.0 7.4 6.0 1613 
20 Seward............-..... Miss N. Gumbel......... niet 9.0 8.0 9.9 9.0 2081 
12 Wahoo................-.. Miss Blanche Ladner“..... 6.9 4.7 7.1 6.6 1729 
2 W. Water............. Miss E. Reed.................. 3.9 3.8 4.9 4.1 823 
Total or Average...........0.ccece 2: 7.3 7.2 8.9) © 7.9: 11656 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief : 
6 Hdgarviy pees: rs. M. Beal.2........200000... 54 . 0.0 6.1 5.2 732 
1 Bxetere = va Miss E. Prescott............ 2.9 3.9 5.9 3.7 728 
22 -Fairmont.............. Mrs. R. Alley.................. 10.4 le) WAZ LOT. 7197 © 
3 Geneva.................. Miss G. Aldrup.........-...... 4.2 3.8 11.1 6.0 2159 
11 Harvard...............- Miss FE. Hein.................... 6.4 - 7.6 °10.8 8.6 619 
20A MHastings............... Miss H. Richeson............ 9.0 11.4 #=15.9 9.9 8049 
13 Hebron...............-.-. Miss M. McKenzie.......... 7.1 6.2 9.9 7.9 939 
21 Osceola...-.........---- Miss Shelmadine............ 9.7 12.3 103 #£10.9 677 
15 Red Cloud........-.... Miss L. Barrett................ 7.9 8.8 10.0 9.0 695 
15A Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts.............. () .fleess alas 9.1 594 
19 Superior................ Miss M. Atwatev............ 8.8 7.6 14.4 9.7 2796 
4 Suttons teeeeesecee Miss M. McDonald.......... 4.6 2.7 4.0 4.3 871 
24 Nord etka, TEE ee Miss J. Michenev...........- TGA IE SEZ aa lgss Ala 
Total or Average.........-.....---2:0css-2-000 8.4 8.6 12.4 9.0 22867 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
16A. Beatrice................ Miss A. Potts...........00..... 8.0 7.0 9.1 8.1 5179 
14 Dewitt... 2....3-2% Miss B. Benson................ 7.2 4.9 7.2 We, 604 
17 Fairbury..............- Miss B. MeNabb.............. 8.0 7.6 10.8 8.5 2817 
19A Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan.......22002... 8.8 5.9 0.0 7.8 1001 
10 Nebr. City............ Miss BE. Felthauser........ 6.2 8.2 11.0 7.0 38024 
5 Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith.................. 5.1 8.6 11.8 9.2 981 
8A Wymore............-.-- Miss L. Hollett................ 6.0 7.1 12.6 14.2 £1169 
NAV Wilbert sess esses Miss M. Mashek.............. 6.9 4.9 9.3 6.8 708 
18 Syracuse..........-..-+ Miss Emma Staack........ 8.2 11.1 7.6 3.8 1024 
Total or Average..........2222--..c0ce-ce-ee0e ee 7.5 7.8 8.1 8.0 16507 
Total or Average for January.... 9.7 9.7 9.9 9.8 72627 
Total or Average for December... 9.2 9.7 10.4 9.3 75007 
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PHIL GARTNER 
Former plant employe at Lincoln, who has 
been in France for some time 


Mr. Gartner, janitor at the Lincoln exchange, 
received a very interesting letter from his 
son, Phil, who is in the signal corps | fover 
there.’ The letter was written as 4 “Dad's 
letter,’ and gave complete account of his do- 
ings from April, 1918, at which time he left 
the U. S. A., up to the time of writing. He 
was in a number of the famous drives and 
certainly knows what war is like. They Wene 
fast after the Germans when it was announces 
that the armistice had been signed. At the 
time of writing the Germans were going pack 
home and they were following. 

The operators at Friend gave a linen shower 
in honor of Miss Helen Beldin, a former opera- 
tor at Friend, who was married January 9. 

Miss Waach, operator at Sutton, visited the 
Friend exchange one day last month. 

The employes of the Friend exchange, 
quietly surprised Mr. Rogers, formerly mre 
ager at Friend, who has since been transferrec 
to Fairmont as manager, replacing Mr. Haden, 

ntly resigned. ; 
Weed Wandereon of Fairfield is at present 
manager at Friend until] Chris Haberman oe 
turns from the army. Chris was formerly 

anager at Friend. 

n he Benefit Fund Committee recently author- 
ized the payment to Mrs. Edward pluck of 
$600.00, being the amount of Death Benefits 
due her under the plan for employes’ pensions, 
disability benefits and death benefits. Mr. 
Black was manager at Yutan at the time of 
his death, which occurred on February Sh MENT 
ing been in the service of the company for 
about five and one half years. The News ex- 
tends sympathy to the family in its bereave- 
ment, 

Miss Katheryn Schafer, ‘‘A’ operator at 


Hastings, returned to work on January 6th, 
after a short vacation. 

Miss Darleene Sheldon, information opera- 
tor at Beatrice, spent a Sunday recently with 
relatives in Lincoln. : 

Miss Luella McNabb, assistant chief opera- 
tor at Beatrice, spent several days recently 
with relatives and friends in Omaha. 

Miss Inez Marple of the Beatrice exchange 
has been promoted from ‘‘A’”’ operator to line 
operator. 

On Monday, January 20, Miss Alma Potts, 
chief operator of the Beatrice exchange, held 
a meeting for the chief operators and man- 
agers of the tributary stations, for the pur- 
pose of explaining the new toll rates. She 
also held a special class for the line operators 
and supervisors, explaining the new system to 
them, 

Mrs. Joe Abrams, ‘A’ operator at Exeter, 
visited in Dorchester recently. 

The Misses Florence Gillispie, assistant chief 
operator, and Esther Brehm, line operator of 
the Superior exchange, spent a Sunday recently 
at the latter’s home in Guide Rock. 

District Traffic Chief Murphy held a meeting 
for the tributary stations at Superior on the 
evening of January 17th. Nelson, Byron, 
Hardy and Chester were represented. 

On the afternoon of January 18th, a call 
was placed at Superior for Oakland, Califor- 
nia. Fifteen minutes after the call was re- 
ceived, it was passed to San Francisco, who 
reported ready in five minutes. The trans- 
mission was perfect but the operator was 
unable to complete the call, as the Superior 
party refused to talk. 

Miss Woberg, local operator at Osceola, is 
back on duty again after an attack of the 
Au.’ 4 

A meeting of all the tributaries was held at 
Hebron, Monday, January 21st. to discuss the 
operation of the new toll rates, There were 
twenty-two persons present, including Mr. 
Murphy as instructor. Everything regarding 
the rates was-thoroughly discussed, and all 
seemed to understand the more important 
phases. 

Miss Anna Willy, operator at Hebron, spent 
Sunday, January 10th, in Fairbury visiting 
with friends. 

Miss Maude McKenzie, chief operator at Heb- 
ron, spent a ten day vacation in Fairbury and 
Lincoln, and also attended the chief operators’ 
meeting at Hastings. 

Ena Wheeland, “A” operator at Edgar, is 
back on duty again after a siege of the “flu.” 

Mr. Richeson, manager at Edgar, was a 
Hastings visitor on January 18th. 

Mrs. Beal, chief operator at Edgar, attended 
the chief operators meeting in Hastings, Janu- 
ary 13 and 14. 

A. T. Gille, manager at David City, attended 
the telephone association meeting held in Lin- 
coln, January 15 and 16, and reports a very 

joyable time. : 

SARC TT? Nine, lineman at David City, has been 
off duty for the past month on account of the 
Oe hiiy 

Walter Cousins, lineman at Lincoln, has been 
helping out in the plant department at David 
City during the absence of R. J. Nine. 
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W. S. Hopkins, purchasing agent at Lincoln 
exchange, recently received a letter from his 
son, Bert, a former employe in the storeroom. 
He is now stationed in Kharbarovsk, Siberia, 
where they are enjoying real winter weather. 
However, they have very warm clothing and 
suffer little from the cold. He and another 
boy tend the switchboard, so he thinks they 
are not treating him so badly. 

The following is a copy of a letter received 
from a subscriber of the company, whose tele- 
phone was removed on January 7th on account 
of the raise in rate, which shows that people 
will change their minds. 

“January 10, 1919. 

“Manager Telephone Co., 

“Dear Sir: 

“T see I have made a mistake, as I guess 
we all do and find I need the phone. If I 
understand it right, I have to pay $18.00 per 
year. If that is the case, put the phone back 
and I will give you a check for the year in 
advance. Hope you will do this at once and 
I will give you a check at the same time, my 
time to start from January 1, 1919. 

In trying to be fair, I remain, 

P. 8S. If possible bring the phone as soon 
as possible as I am going to shell corn Tues- 
day and will need the phone Monday.” 

Miss Louise Enns of Henderson, Nebraska, 
has been employed in the traffic department at 
Wahoo. 

Miss Mae Meduna, plant employe at Wahoo, 
recently visited her sisters in Lincoln. 

Miss Ann Enns, toll operator at Wahoo, is 
back on duty again after spending Several 
days at her home in Henderson, recuperating 
from a long siege of the “flu.” 

George Mehuran called at the David City 
office one day last month. George was former- 
ly employed in the plant department at David 
City, but is now stationed at Camp Dodge, 
Ia. 

A plant meeting was held in David City, 
January 20th. Those present were District 
Plant Chief F. BE. Behm, District Inspector 
K. B. Cary, A. T. Gille, A. EX. Johnson, Wm. 
Kilgore, Dewey Morris, J. H. Haberman of 
Bellwood and Walter Rabb of Brainard. 

Miss Nellie Crosswhite, bookkeeper at David 
City, attended the traffic meeting held in Lin- 
ecoln on January 14th. 

The Misses Slater and Sturns. operators at 
Fairbury, were in Beatrice recently, learning 
the local board which is similar to their new 
board. 

Miss Harris, toll operator at Wymore ex- 
change, was a recent visitor at the Beatrice 
office. 

‘A surprise party was given Friday evening 
at the home of Miss Mary Swartz in honor 
of Miss Clara Schmitt, an “A” operator of 
the Beatrice exchange who leaves soon for 
Kansas City. There were about thirty guests 
present and a delightful evening was spent 
in playing games and dancing. After a deli- 
cious luncheon, the guests adjourned at an 
early hour, wishing Miss Schmitt much happi- 
ness and a safe journey. 

On Friday, January 17th, Traffic Superin- 
tendent Gann held a meeting in Beatrice for 
the purpose of explaining the new toll rates. 
The meeting was held in the commercial club 
rooms and was attended by the chief operators 


from the toll centers in the Southern district. 


Dinner was served at six o'clock by the ladies ~ 


of the First Christian Chureh. The meering 
was resumed immediately after dinner, lasting 
until nine o'clock, when District Commercial 
Manager Caman invited the girls to the pic- 
ture show, after which they returned to the 
club rooms for a little dancing The meeting 
was beneficial to all in attendance and Mr. 
Gann’s thorough explanation of the new rates 
Was appreciated by all. 

Miss Kathleen Goddard, operator at Hum- 
boldt, is spending a few days with home folks 
in Tecumseh. Miss Faye Boss, relief operator, 
is working during her absence. 

L. O. MeClintock, manager at Humboldt, was 
off duty on account of the “flu’ a f*w Cuys 
of last month. 

Elizabeth Nofsger, operator at Humboldt, 
aecompanied by several operators from Wable 
Rock, “hiked” to Pawnee one Sunday recently, 
a distance of about fifteen miles. They declare 
their intention of “hiking’’ some place every 
week, providing walking isn’t crowded. 

Miss Catharine Gillan, chief operator at 
Humboldt, attended a meeting held in Beat- 
rice relative to the new system of toll rates. 
She in turn conducted a local study class with 
the other operators at Humboldt a few days 
later, they being relieved at the board by 
Manager McClintock and his assistant, Edward 
Dorland, Jr. 

Miss Winnie Hanks, operator at Dayid City, 
was called to her home in Rising City recently, 
on account of sickness in the family. 

Miss Anna Sievers, formerly assistant chief 
operator at Plattsmouth, has been transferred 
to David City as chief operator. 

Miss Elizabeth Machurek has been re-em- 
ployed in the David City office. 

Miss Anna Sievers, chief operator at David 
City, attended the meeting for chief operators 
held in Lincoln on January 14th. She reports 
a very enjoyable time. 

Miss Mildred Dunn, former chief operator at 
David City, is reported as being quite ill with 
the influenza at her home in Hastings. 

Miss Winnie Hanks, operator at David City, 
has been absent from work on account of 
sickness. 

Six David City operators recently enrolled 
for the Correspondence Course in Toll operat- 
ing. They are Misses BPlizabeth Machurek, 
Ruth Ruckles, Ella Conrad, Emma Mishek, 
Anna Michalek, Myrtle Orendorff. 

W. P. Kimball, district traffic chief from 
Lincoln, held a very interesting meeting for 
the traffic employes at David City on the 
evening of January 16th. Ail present reported 
a very enjoyable time. Those present from 
out of town were: Misses Mildred Dunn, Hast- 
ings; Verna Hopkins, Octavia; J. H. Haber- 
inan, Bellwood; Walter Rabb, Brainard; F. J. 
Rozanek, Bruno; W. E. Bell, Lincoln. 

Miss Julia Bauer, line operator at Hastings, 
was absent from work several days recently 
on account of the illness of her sister, Leah, 
who was formerly employed in the Hastings 
office, ; 

Mrs. Laura McIntyre, ‘‘A”’ operator at Hast- 
ings, was called out of town for a day on 
account of the illness of her aunt, who is much 
better at this time. 
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A meeting of the commercial and traflic 
departments of the eastern and central dis- 
tricts was held at Lincoln the afternoon and 
evening of January 14, for the purpose of 
discussing the new Government rates effective 
January 21, The afternoon session, held in the 
class room of the telephone building, was 
opened by Mr. Kimball. Everyone was fur- 
nished with a copy of the new set of instruc- 
tions. Mr. Gann took up the different phases 
of the rules, explained and discussed them iat 
length. IIe afterwards answered questions 
Which were brought up. <A dinner was served 
in the garden room of the Lincoln Hotel at 
seven o'clock. Victrola music was furnished. 
After dinner, Mr. Gann once more reviewed the 
instructions and Mr. Kimball closed the busi- 
ness of the day by giving a short talk. Later 
the guests amused themselves by dancing and 
Visiting. 

On January 2nd a call was filed at Harvard 
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at $:380 p. m. to Washington, D. C., and Was 


completed at 8:57 p. m. 

The Misses Hilda and Minnie Hein, operators 
at Harvard, spent the week end at Henderson 
and Friend recently. 

Miss Edna Chaney, operator at Geneva, has 
gone to Omaha to work at the telephone oflice 
there. 

The Geneva office has had two calls to Los 
Angeles, Calif., since the new toll rates went 
into effect. 

Miss Havenstein, operator at Bruning, visited 
the Geneva office one day recently. 

Mrs. Myrtle Thomas, chief operator at Auro- 
ra, attended the district meeting of clief 
operaitors at Hastings January 18 and 14. 
After all the exciting discussions at the meet- 
ing, Mrs. Thomas decided to take a vacation 
and is visiting relatives in Trenton, Nebr., for 
two weeks. (Even th e Irish get weary of well- 
doing at times.) 
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WESTERN DISTRICT TRAFFIC MEETING, HASTINGS, NEBR. 


Ton row. left to right: Miss Michener, Miss Aldrup, Mrs. Beal, Miss Barrett, Miss Mc- 


Kenzie, Miss Roberts. 


Second row: Miss Attwater, Miss Hein, Miss V. Richeson, Miss Prescott, Miss E. Schneid- 


ermiller, Mrs, Alley, Miss Dunr. 


Bottom row: Miss MacDonald, Mrs, Thomas, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Gann, Mr. Cooper, Miss 


H. Richeson, Miss Shelmadiue. 


The chief operators from the toll centers 
in the western district met at Hastings, Janu- 
ary 13 to 14, the principal topic of discus- 
sion being the new toll operating instructions 
for placing in effect the new classification of 
tol! service and rates. About thiry were in 
attendance, 

At 4 p. m., January 13, Mr. Murphy opened 
the meeting with a short outline of its pur- 
pose, after which Mr. Gann explained the oper- 
ating instructions for placing in effect the new 
classification of toll service and rates. Later a 
number of questions were asked which re- 


sulted in a general discussion. 

A banquet was served at 6:30 p. m., in the 
grill room of the Clarke Hotel, after which 
musie and dancing were enjoyed until $:15. 
At 8:30 the meeting was continued. 

On Tuesday morning, January 14, a meeting 
was held in Mr. Murphy's office for the pur- 
pose of discussing various details of the work. 
Later a picture was taken and an inspection 
trip was made through the Hastings exchange 
building. At 11:30 the meeting adjourned and 
everyone started home with many new ideas 
in their minds. 
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District Traffie Chief Murphy held a meeting 
of toll operators and county exchange man- 
agers at Aurora on January 19, to discuss the 
new toll operating instructions. The meeting 
was heartily enjoyed and very much apprecii:- 
ted by the twenty persons present. 

On the evening of January 30, the operators 
of the Aurora exchange had a surprise party 
on Miss Lou Serf, assistant chief operator, 
at her home, the occasion being her —nth (7) 
birthday. The surprise was complete in every 
respect. Miss Serf was presented with a large 
boquet of carnations and rose buds and two: 
pieces of linen. The party dispersed at a late 
hour, after a delicious luncheon, having en- 
jJoyed themselves as only telephone SETS 
ean. 

H. A. Kelly, former wire chief at Ashland, 
resigned January ist, 1919. 

Miss Lura Graham, who has been an opera- 
tor at the Ashland exchange for four years, 
was married in December to Mr. Ernest Black- 


man. The operators gave them a miscellan--: 


eous shower, as well as their best wishes 
for a long and happy life. 

D. C. Travis from Weeping Water is the 
new wire chief at Ashland. He had the mis- 
fortune to fall when a twenty-five foot pole 
broke, smashing his nose and dislocating his 
right arm. However, he is getting along 
nicely, and is able to look after things even 
though he is not able to work. 

Miss Mildred Dorley, night operator at Ash- 
land, resigned recently. Miss Effie Coleman will 
take her place. 

Lester Huffman from Seward has been help- 
ing the wire chief at Ashland. 

Chris Haberman of Friend, who has lately 
returned from over seas, called on the boys at 
York recently. Chris had some good stories 
to tell and he surely knows how to tell them. 

Ask “Rosie’ if mice like peanuts, and we 
think he will answer in the affirmative. Any- 
way they successfully divested his pocket of 
a nice sack of the nuts, also taking part of 
the pocket with them. That’s the reason why 
it needed mending, although we don’t know 
whether it has been mended to date or not, 
but hope so. The peanuts would have done 
very nicelv to treat the girls at the office with 
the next day, but if the girls want any treats 
left over from the night before, they had 
better get a little tin box for him to keep in 
his pocket. 

The local commercial force at Lincoln has 
great difficulty in keeping penholders. Some- 
one evidently likes the brand used by the L. 
T. & T. Company. for not only did the new 
pens placed on the counter disappear, but also 
old ones which they thought surely no one 
would care for. We hope they continue to 
like the brand and if the ones they have 
wear out, there will be more in the same 
place ready to be taken. The company is 
giving away penholders for souvenirs instead 
of blotters. 


Marie Sheehy and Mildred MacDonald, traffic 
employes at Sutton, are again on duty after 
several weeks absence on account of sickness. 

The Misses Elmie WBickstedt and Lillian 
Feterson, operators at Stromsburg, are confined 
to their homes on account of the “flu.” 


RECENT COMMISSION RULINGS 


Telephone Matters Touched Upon by Nebraska 
. Regulatory Body 


The commission held, in a case from Hild- 
reth, that while the rules of a mutual com- 
pany required that service should be fur- 
nished to each stockholder this did not apply 
where a stockholder who had had a line built 
to his place sells his share to another farmer 
n mile distant and that the latter, alho he 
had bought the stock, could not demand ser- 
vice. 

The commission refused to divide a farm 
line on the Leigh Telephone company on the 
demand of Nick Claussen, who complained that 
some others on the line would not let him 
talk in German to friends. It holds, however, 
that the company owes Claussen the duty ot 
pirotecting him in the proper use of the ser- 
vice. 

The Curtis Telephone company asked the 
commission if it were all right for it to 
install a telephone at the cemetery, two miles 
out in the country, for the use of the town 
undertakers at the burial grounds, if they paid 
the cost of putting it in. The commission 
said that the only way they could get ser- 
vice was to pay the regular rates. 

The Walnut Grove Telephone company, lo- 
cated in Knox county, was given permission 
to increase its rates from Tac to $1 a month. 

Out at Thedford the telephone company owns 
part of the line that goes to Purdum. The 
company at the latter place owns part of the 
line stretching out from its exchange, and the 
gap between is filled by a line erected by two 
farmers. The latter felt they should be given 
free use of the line to either exchange, but 
the commission says they must pay Sub- 
scribers’ rates, but are to Share in the net 
toll revenue. 

The application of the Bertrand Telephone 
company for permission to increase rates was 
denied by the commission and the company 
ordered to desist from the payment of divi- 
dends for five years because of a finding that 
in the last five years it had paid twice what 
it should. 


The Nebraska Telephone company was given 
permission to eliminate local service on its 
exchange at Florence, all of its subscribers 
having signed up for zone rates. 

The Beaver Valley Telephone company was 
given permission to increase rates on its 
exchanges at Danbury, Marion and Lebanon, 
fixing $2 for business, farm rates at $1.50 and 


‘switching at 50 cents. 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph com- 
pany was given permission to increase rates 
on its exchange at Tobias, to the following: 
Business, $2.50; residence, $1.25 and $1.50. 

The Wyoming & Nebraska Telephone com- 
pany, which operates a number of exchanges 
in northwestern Nebraska and in the adjoining 
corners of South Dakota and Wyoming, was 
given permission to increase toll rates 26 per 
cent. Its request to make a flat increase of 
exchange rates was denied because not a 
proper method, but substantial increases were 
granted at all of the exchanges. 
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Knowledge is the light which enables you to 
see Opportunity, it is the strength which enables 
you to grasp Opportunity and make it serve you. 


Misguided persons will say that Luck brings 


Opportunity to your door. They are wrong. It 


7s Work, Hard Work, which develops Opportumty, 
but without Knowledge you are only partially pre- 
pared to make the most of Opportunity when you 


meet it. 


Increase your knowledge, work hard, be pa- 
tient but alert, keep fit in mind and body and when 
Opportunity comes your way you will be prepared 
to accept to the full what it offers. 
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BEING HUMAN 


No matter how much machinery is required 
to operate a telephone system, or how serentifi- 
cially it may be handled, the thing that makes jt 
worth while to the public is the human entelligence 
that keeps it going. 

Lhe quality of just being human is one thut 
must be possessed by every successful telephone 
employe. He or she must be able to understand 
the problems of those who may not be familiar 
with telephone matters. | 

_ The employe who has mastered the art of 
being human will do his or her work in such cl 
cheerful and efficient manner that when a suh- 
scriber thinks of the telephone company he ill 
think of it as a large group of industrious men 
and women who are striving to serve the public 
in a human and very valuable sort of way. 


It is well to remember that what each em- 
ploye does, individually, helps to establish a chap- 
acter for all. | 
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HOW IT WAS DONE IN FRANCE 

The censorship having been lifted, it is 
now possible for telephone men who did 
not go across to learn something of the 
kind of work done in France by the thou- 
sands who were taken from America to 
furnish service to Preshing’s army. 

As has been printed the general head- 
quarters was the central feature of the 
development, and from there lines ran 
to the various armies, and from their 
headquarters to the divisions and corps 
billets, and from there clear up to the 
front. 

Many of the lines built were of perma- 
nent construction, and practically all of 
it was Bell material. The method of 
constructing a heavy line did not differ 
materially from that employed in this 
country. The principal difference was 
that every job was a hurry-up job. As 
a general rule the lines were twenty-wire 
leads, two cross-arms with ten wires 
each. Now and then, where the traffic 
was heavy, an extra arm was added. 

The poles were all cut in France and 
ran from seven and one-half meters to 
eight (a meter is 39.57 inches, and were 
about eight inches in diameter six feet 
from the butt. When crossing railroads 
or obstructions ten and twelve meter 
poles were used. 

The French were inclined to advise 
against the use of cross-arms, urging 
that the poles would break or would not 
hold. They use a ‘porcelain bracket. 
They learned their error very soon, and 
admitted it. i 


The light or semi-permanent lines were 
used between corps headquarters and 
divisional headquarters. The poles were 
smaller than in the permanent lines, with 
six and a half feet cross-arms. Each 
contained eight pinholes for insulators. 
One brace is used. The cross-arm com- 
plete with hardware and insulator weighs 
nine pounds, and is easily attached with 


News, Telephone Building, Lincoln, Nebraska, © 


lags. Sixteen guage copper or bronze 
wire made satisfactory lines. These were 
often exposed to shellfire, but breaks 
were quickly looked after. 

The temporary lines were built by run- 
ning a digging bar through a reel of 
field twist and run it off, attaching the 
wire to trees, barns, fences and some- 
times to German pole lines often left in- 
tact in their swift retreat. These were 
the most difficult to build as usually shell 
fire was in progress. | 

Trench pole lines, three and a half feet 
high and three inches in diameter, were 
another form of construction. The poles 
were driven into the earth with a large 
maul and the wires attached to the sides 
by the use of small wooden knobs or 
single groove porcelain house knobs. 


Sometimes these poles carried a load of . 


eight circuits of twisted pair cable, but 
the average was about six. 


SOME PRIMARY FACTS 


One of the most effective ways in 
which employes may make themselves 
more efficient—-with its consequent re- 
wards—is to familiarize themselves with 
the work of other departments, in out- 
line, at least, and thus establish what the 
experts call constructive relationship. 

It is not necessary that a man in the 
commercial department should be able to 
take the place of someone in the plant 
cepartment or that the operators should 
understand the mechanism of the switch- 
board or the methods by which the com- 
mercial department handles its affairs. 
But each and all of them should have 
a general understanding of just what 
part the other plays in the giving of ser- 
vice. 

That is one reason why general con- 
ferences of representatives of the various 
departments, now and then. would prove 
an effective way of disseminating knowl- 
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edge. Most of the annoyances and errors 
that creep into work are the result of 
lack of information as to what functions 
are performed by co-workers: in other 
departments. Any plan that will break 
down this wall of ignorance is worth 
considering and employing. 

The problems of one department, if 
understood by another, are conductive to 
that fraternal exchange of courtesies that 
makes work worth while. If the opera- 
tor knows what the plant man is up 
against in times of stress she would have 
a little more patience with the interrup- 
tions and annoyances that attend upon 
her work, and if any other department 
worker has a general, broad understand- 
ing of the ‘part each plays in the finished 
product—service—the patron is not likely 
to get a bad impression or acquire the 
idea that he is being’ cheated of some- 
thing he pays for because somebody is 
suspected of not knowing his or her job. 

In other words, co-operation between 
employes ought not to stop at the walls 
of the room where one does his or her 
work. It ought'to extend through the en- 
tire personnel of the force at any given 
exchange, as in no other way can the 
standard of service be attained or main- 
tained. 


SAFETY FIRST 

The bureau of safety recently issued a 
statement to the effect that the ladder in 
its various forms has been called one of 
civilization’s most dangerous. devices. 
Following are suggestions for reducing 
accidents arising from this cause: 

Take care in placing ladders before 
using them. If there is danger, have 
some one hold the ladder. Do not place 
ladders too straight or at too great an 
angle or they may fall, break or slip. 

Never place a ladder in front of a door 
opening. 

Ladders should never be placed against 
window sashes. 

Step ladders should be fully opened 
out in all cases before any one steps on 
them. ) 

Never slide down a ladder. 

Never use broken or weak ladders or 
ladders with missing’ rungs. When de- 
fects of construction develop to such an 
extent that the ladder is discarded, it 
should be destroyed. 

Short ladders should not be spliced 
together as they are usually not strong 
enough to be used as long ladders. A 
good method to follow is to number and 
classify all ladders as an aid to regular 
and careful inspection. 


TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT—UNIVERSITY PLACE 
The traffic is efficiently supervised by Miss Lillyan Peck, Chief Operator and her Assistant, 
Miss Amelia Aden, both of whom have been in telephone work at University Place for over 
twelve years. Our subscribers have little or no complaints relative to the quality of service 


given at this point and The News is glad to reproduce a picture of those responsible. 


operators on the regular force are not shown in the above picture. 


Reading from left to right: Minnie Adsit, Helen Thompson, Amelia Aden, Assistant Chief 
Operator, Anna Aden, Edith Walrath, Nettie Willis, Myrtle Darby, Grace Spencer, Dora Crom- 
well, Mary Gideon, Night Operator, and Pearl Darby, Miss Peck seated at Chief Operator's 


desk, "4 


Three 


“IF YOUR TELEPHONE HAD A 
METER.” 

Generosity is a virtue. Blessed is the 
generous man. But thrice blessed is the 
man who is generous with his own pos- 
sessions. 

Many people who are stingy to the 
point of meanness with their own belong- 
ings are most liberal with their tele- 
phones. Why this free-hearted attitude 
toward the telephone? The answer is 
simple: THE TELEPHONE (outside of 
a few large cities) HAS NO meter. It 
does not cost the subscriber one penny 
extra no matter how many neighbors or 
relatives he allows to use it. | 

Therefore, we find the man who would 
swear by the Great Dipper, the Little 
Dipper and all the other “dippy” ones 
that he can not afford one penny for 
charity—we find this man saying gra- 
ciously to his neighbors—‘‘Come and use 
my telephone whenever you wish. I pay 
for it and I have the right to let as many 
use it as I like.” 

Now the man does pay for. the use of 
the telephone, but for the members of his 
immediate household only. The contract 
so states. 

Any neighbor or relative living outside 
of his house who uses it does so at the 
expense of the Telephone Company. For 
while the subscriber pays nothing for the 
extra talking, the company pays heavily. 

They pay for the wear and tear on the 
telephone, they pay for the batteries the 


“bumming”’ ones run down, they pay for 
the extra girls to take care of the out- 


rageous number of extra calls, and when 
the girls are so over-worked that they 
cannot answer the calls of the bona 
fide subscribers, the company pays by 
receiving unjust censure. Oh, yes, some- 
body pays for everything in this world. 
In this instance, it is the Telephone Com- 
pany. 

Knowing all this, doesn’t the following 
conversation—a conversation which can 
be heard in every town and village many 
times a day—doesn’t it seem a bit ab- 
surd? 

“Good morning, Mrs. Subscriber. May 
I use your telephone?” 

“Certainly, Mrs. Bummer, help your- 
self,” responds Mrs. Subscriber, while 
Mr. Subscriber who is enjoying his after 
breakfast cigar, calls out heartily: “Come 
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in and use it whenever you like Mrs. Bum- 
mer. I’m glad to accomodate my neigh- 
bors.” (It is so rarely, deliciously pleas- 
ant to be generous when someone else 


pays the bill. There is-an after-glow 


from such generosity comparable to no 
other sensation.) 

So. Mrs. Bummer calls the grocer, the 
butcher, the dry goods store, the Red 
Cross shop, six members of. ‘her sewing 
club, her husband (who has no telephone 
in his office and so must be called to a 
neighboring store), her dearest friend” 
(to tell cf a love of a hat purchased at 
the ridicuously low price of $9.99), her 
dearest enemy (to whom the tale of the 
adorable hat is repeated minus the cost 
mark), her dressmaker—oh, why count 
any more? 

And after this orgy of conversation is 
finished, she turns to Mr. Subscriber, 
who has been out nothing save the wear 
and tear on his ears, and to him she says 
eraciously: “Thank you SO MUCH for 
the use of your ’phone.” 

While the Telephone Company, who has 
been out more on her than a half dozen 
paying subscribers, receives as their pay 
this parting shot: “Really, Mr. Sub- 
scriber, I don’t see how you can STAND 
such rotten service. If it was MY tele- 
phone, I’d report those girls.” 


THE RIGHT KIND OF A GIRL 


He was a Scott, with the usual characteris- 
tics of his race. Wishing to know his fate, 
he telegraphed a proposal of marriage to the 
girl of his choice. After waiting all day at 
the telephone office, he received the affirmative 
answer, late at night. 

“Well, if I were you,” said the operator, 
“Vd think twice before I married a girl who 
kept me waiting so long for an answer.” 

“Na, na,” said the Scott, ‘The girl for me 
is the girl who waits for the night rates,’ 
Says the Pope, “Status quo ante bellum.” 

Says we, “Not with Bill at the hellum!” 

So on with the fight, 
In the cause of the right; 
Perhaps a good licking may quellum. 


— 
- 


Judge—‘Sambo, I see your fondness for 
chicken has gotten you into trouble again. 
Tell me where you get all. this chicken,” 

Sambo—“Well, now dat’s a pusinal matter. 
It’s de old saying, ‘Love will find de way.’”’ 
There was a man who fancied that by driving 

good and fast 

He'd get his car across the track before the 

train came past; 
He'd miss the engine by an inch, and make 
the train men sore. 

There was a man who fancied this; there 

isn’t any more. 
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BLANCHE LADNER 
Chief Operator, Wahoo 


Started in telephone work July, 1916, as 
night operator at DeWitt. In February, 1918, 
she was sent to Plattsmouth where she later 
‘became Assistant Chief. In October the same 
year, she became Chief Operator at Wahoo. 
Miss Ladner is a graduate of the Toll Corres- 
pondence Course and has handled her force of 
girls at Wahoo in an efficient manner, result- 
ing in good service to our subscribers at that 
point. bie MARAE 1.2 rhe 
CHANGE IN TOLL RATES 

Postmaster General Burleson has is- 
sued an order putting into effect new toll 
rates. The chief feature of these is that 
it eliminates entirely the five cent rate 
for six miles, as a minimum, and makes 
the minimum ten cents for twelve miles 
‘or less. It also makes a rate for per- 
son to person calls and for appointment 
and messenger calls on the short line 
traffic. The order was made effective on 
February 21st and reads as follows: 

“For distances of 12 miles or less the 
station to station rate is 10 cents. The 
completed person to person rate 1s 15 
cents. The report charge is 5 cents. The 
initial period for a person-to-person mes- 
sage on an initial rate of 15 cents and 
the overtime rate will be 5 cents for each 
additional minute. In the case of those 
youtes where the tompanies prior to 
January 21st, 1919, provided station-to- 
station or two-number service exclu- 
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sively, those practices shall be continued 
hereafter for the distance of 12 miles 
or less at the rates ‘prescribed and under 
the conditions in Order No. 2495. In the 
case of those routes where there were in 
effect prior to January 21, 1919, station- 
to-station or two-number rates of 5 cents 
for distances not to exceed 6 miles, the 
rate of 5 cents shall be continued. 

“In cases where it has been and is 
impractical or impossible to build direct 
toll lines between communities on account 
of natural barriers, such as mountains, 
waterways, etc., or other extraordinary 
or exceptional cases, the operating board - 
is authorized to suspend in part or en- 
tirely Order No. 2495 and restore in 
whole or in part the rates in effect im- 
mediately prior to January 21, 1919. 
Where such suspensions are made the 
operating board shall make report of 
such cases to me and such suspension 
shall continue in effect until otherwise 
fixed by the operating board or by the 
postmaster general. 

“Nothing in Order No. 2495 or this 
bulletin shall be construed as affecting 
arrangements or basis of settlements 
between connecting companies in effect 
January 21, 1919. 


TRAINING THE DISABLED 

A possible source of labor supply for 
the telephone companies of the United 
States, which has been greatly curtailed 
during the war period, is in the groups of 
disabled soldiers. In the east a number 
of companies are planning to offer oppor- 
tunities for these men, after they have 
been taken in hand by the federal board 
for vocational education. 

Many of these disabled men were in- 
jured while ‘serving the signal corps 
division in the big drives last summer. 
They include linemen and repair men who 
could not possibly take their old jobs 
back again, but who have a general 
knowledge of the business that the fed- 
eral board members believe will make 
them useful in other departments. 

In England many of the men from the 
engineering corps of the army are being 
taught the engineering courses in tele- 
phone operating. A number of disabled 
English soldiers are also being trained 
for switchboard jobs, and are being given 
training by the government in the ele 


oe 
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ments of electricity, dynamos and motors, 
various kinds of switch gear, principles 
of fuses, ete. They are also being taught 
to read and connect instruments and re- 
ceive instructions in alternating currents. 

It is estimated that 80 per cent of the 
80,000 or more w«ontributed from the 
ranks of telephony will return physically 
able to take back their old jobs. Of 
those who return many will be unable 
to do this, and plans are being laid to 
see that they have a chance to make good 
in other departments, thus saving them 
to the service and to usefulness. 

The surgeons have made remarkable 
progress in rehabilitating wounded sol- 
diers, including those who bear no visible 
wounds, but whose health has been dam- 
aged by shell shock and gas attacks and 
head wounds. The Red Cross is under- 
taking to fit these physically and the 
federal government is looking towards 
the telephone industry to take over part 
of them when they are made fit for work 
again. 


HOOVERIZING THE BABY’S NAME 
Brown has a lovely baby girl, 
The stork left her with a flutter; 
Brown named her Oleomargerine, 
For he hadn’t any but her. 


ALEX NOYES, former Manager at Tamora, 
now at Ft. Benjamin Harrison, Ind. Alex 
expects to be back with us soon, 


EFFICIENCY 


The three principal factors in-personal 
efficiency are: ~* 


1. Health. 
2. Thought. 
3. Action, — 


The laws of health and hygiene are so 
simple that one wonders why so many 
people disregard them, and instead cul- 
tivate habits that not only impair their 
physical but also their mental efficiency. 
The elusive spirit of good-fellowship (so- 
called), has stranded many men on the 
rocks of adversity at a time in their 
lives when they should be reaping re- 
wards of the peak-load of efficiency. 
Good health gives one a clear mind, and 
in turn thoughtful consideration of the 
tasks ahead. We admire the person who 
concentrates his or her mind upon a giy- 
en or selected task, and in consequence 
delivers the finished product. On the 
other hand, contrast the feeling towards 
the individual that drifts from one field 
of action to another without considering 
the elements of success, but is seemingly 
content in “getting by.” 

Many persons fool themselves into the 
idea that they are in deep thought, when 
in reality they are only dreaming, and 
“at that’? the dreamers must not be en- 
tirely discounted as they are a factor in 
this age of efficiency. Blessed be he who 
can dream good things and develop them 
into good thoughts without succumbing 
to the procrastinating influences of the 
hook-worm—or some kindred ailment. 

Admitting that without health one can- 
not think properly, it may be added that 
action also depends upon health, for no 
matter how well developed the brain may 
become, the wheels of progress will re- 
fuse to grind unless the sparks of vi- 
tality ignite the mixture that controls 
the motive force—producing action. 

Action without thought accomplishes 
little that is not mechanical. Flurry and 
bluster may indicate physical and mental 
action but be devoid of much thought. 

Combine health, thought and action, 
and the result usually is Efficiency. 


Pittsburk Man (telephoning to Long Island 
from New York): ‘Ten cents? Why, in Pitts- 
burg we can telephone to Hades for a nickel.” 

Central: “But this is a long-distance call.” 


What is the difference between Holland and 
Germany? There is not any difference, be- 
eause Holland is low-down lying country and 
dammed from all sides. 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
ist, 1919 and February 28, 1919; also gain and loss since January ist, 1919. 


Jan. 1, ‘19 Feb. 28,°19 Gain Loss 
"7 


Lincoln ........ 138775 13953 178 
Hastings, . 3119 3137 #18 
Wars te 1856 1845 a 
Beatrice ...... 2600 2592. _... 
Fairbury ...... 1660 1672 12 
Nebr. City.... 1680 1645 15 
Auburn ........ 1137 1S 4 eee 
Uni. Place.... 1009 1015 6 
Plattsmouth.. 1029 1011 


Seward ........ 926 923 Pe) 
Wahoo ........ 897 915 18 
David City.. 918 904s 
Tecumseh .... 831 830 


Ashland _...... 804 792 
Superior ...... 768 763 
Sutton © 2... 665 664 
Stromsburg.. 658 656 Le 
Osceola .......- 622 629 Efi 
Friend ........ 643 624 bs 
Harvard ...... 613 612 = 
Hebron ........ 579 580 1 
Geneva .......- 578 571 a. 
Wilber .......- 5d51 549 
Wymore ...... 562 548 
Polkwee eas 510 514 4 
Sterling ...... 486 475 
W. Water . A7T7 470 


icisralawlath .. Ag), Abi, 
Dorchester .. 438 436 


INGlepe Bo) os 432 417 
Havelock .... 422 415 
Beaver Cr... 390 394 4 
Syracuse .... 895 392 
Clay Center 397 Sel a 
Exeter ........ 3H [/ 381 4 
Gresham .... 378 372 us 
Fairfield -..... 369 363 
Shelby ........ 366 363 
'Fairmont .... 359 363 4 
Milford ........ 355 359 4 
Dunbar ........ 355 355 Wo) 
Elmwood .... 356 352 
DeWitt ......-- 355 352 
Utica 22.22. 351 349 
Bennett ...... 333 338 5 
Gook )4et2k8 320 326 6 
Cedar Bluffs 33 324 
WiACOhe see. 322 315 st 
Adams "22 313 314 1 
Bradshaw .... 315 302 
McCool ........ 300 294 
Crab Orch’d 280 278 
Plymouth .... 272 268 
Johnson ...... 267 266 
Talmage ...... 264 260... 
Benedict ...... 258 260 2 
Ceresco ........ 256 253 


oo} 


roi 


hme f 


eS, _ 
BO! DRONE AB: C0} 


mi be 


F ov : ‘ 
Qo: Now: AH: Pw-d: 


Cac: 


pocow! 3 


bs | ame 
“100: : 


wo! PeEwpoe: 


. Jan. 1, ’19 Feb. 28, ’19 Gain Los 


Tobias .........- 261 251 wats 10 
Louisville .... 256 ZAG Ue eel 
Brainard .... 235 235 ly 1 
Mead ............ 231 (235 Asay Aye | 
Glenvil -....... 241 Pes Yib) Dink) 7 
Red Cloud.... 225 225 AA 
Steinauer .... 231 225 6 
SWiutanwee ee 226 222 pax 4 
Waverly ..... 219 221 2 tale 
Murray ........ 209 ZO Sirs ee 1 
Greenwood .. 210 206 4 
Tamora .......: 206 202 4. 
Once 209 201 8 
Bellwood .... 198 197 1 
Milligan .... ..198 196 2 
Belvidere .... 159 1935-34 ae} 
Davey .........- 194 HEL abe 3 
Brock _....2--.. 190 191 i Hs 
Raymond .... 189 191 2 wees: 
‘Panama ....-- 191 189 ste 2 
Cordova .....- 184 186 2) gee 
Saronville .. 176 WSs 2 
Nehawka .... 172 174 2 ve! 
Burnie. 177 178 ue 4 
Juinata ........ 174 170 4 
Hampton .... 168 166 2 
Carleton .....- 162 158 4. 
Hansen .......- 161 157 A 
Garland ...... 151 150 1 
Colon 141 141 At 
Elk Creek.... 13 141 3 
Thayer .....-.- 139 139 

ithacaw 139 13 On re i 
Denton ........ 136 137 1 ny, 
Grafton ...... 140 13 Vise! 6 
Nemaha ...... 132 134 2 Wl 
Prosser ......-- 132 13 2 hips 
Shickley ...... 126 23s 3 
BTN Ope se 116 121 SW Gs 
Malcolm ...... 122 118 Vie 4 
Garrison .....- 119 118 1 
Octavia .....--. Lay 118 Me) peg: 
Lushton ...... 106 105 1 
Filley ......---- 105 104 1 
Dwight ....-... 91 103°, 250 ee 
Otoe ....-..-.--- 96 96 ab 
Douglas ...... 95 94 1 
Pickrell ........ 97 93 A 
Pauline .....-.- 87 84 3 
Brownville .. 80 80 7 
Clatonia ....-- 67 65 2 
Pleas. Dale... 54 53 1 
Strang ....-... 38 34 4 
Motalsee es 591381 59130 366 367 


Net loss since January Ist, 719...... 1 
Loss for February, 1919...........0.0.... ih 
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SHOVING THE CLOCK UP 

There is going’ to be no fooling on 
April Fools’ Day this year. When the 
old alarm clock bats off the “get up and 
build the fire notice” an hour earlier than 
it does now, you better get up and start 
to moving. It might not seem like get- 
ting-up time, but nevertheless, it will be. 

On Sunday, March 30, we are to move 
the clock up just one hour. Last year 
we tried the experiment, and everybody 
liked it—everybody except the farmer. 
He complained that the early-rising plan 
got him up at bedtime. However, it 
pleased most of us, and this year and 
henceforth we repeat. And don’t forget 
the calculagraphs! 

And so, until Sunday, October 26th, 
we shall rise an hour earlier, and go to 
bed—well, we’ll go to bed when we get 
darn good and ready, as usual. 


AN ASPECT OF LIFE 

A little homely philosophy now and 
then is worth milling over. The poets 
and other word-mongers have a wealth 
of similes to describe what life is, but 
you will get a clearer view of it if you 
can imagine it as a hurdle race. All 
along the way from the beginning to 
the end we run across barriers that we 
must leap if we would keep in the race. 

Hurdling is very excellent exercise. 
It strengthens the muscles and sharpens 
the eye, and each hurdle is easier. It 
is the same way with life. If we learn 
to safely get across the lower ones that 
first dot our course, we find it easier to 
get over the bigger ones as we encounter 
them. 

It would be easy to compile a catalog 
of the hurdles most of us run up against, 
but it isn’t necessary. Just imagine to 
yourself all the things you find in your 
own life that are hindrances to complete 
success, the habits that hold you back, 
the weaknesses that betray you, and you 
will have a good idea of what hurdles 
there are for you to leap. 

One very encouraging thing about it 
all is that once you are across one of 
these hurdles, you need not leap it again. 
A habit conquered is a habit destroyed. 
One very interesting fact is that you find 
almost as much pleasure in successfully 
hurdling the obstacle as in the prize at 
the end of the course, because therein 
lies the power that sends you on to the 
next. 


: WHY HE WASN’T PROMOTED 

He had no initiative 

He watched the clock. 

His temper kept him back. 

He felt above his position. 

He wasn’t ready for the next step. 

He didn’t put his heart into his work. 

He was always grumbling. He was 
always behindhand. 

He never dared to act on his 
judgment 

He was not dependable, one never knew 
where to: find him. 

He tried to substitute bluff for train- 
ing, preparation, expert knowledge. 

He never seemed to learn anything 
from his blunders, mistakes, or experi- 
ences. 

He lacked system, orderliness in his 
work; he was sloppy, slovenly, slipshod, 
lazy. 

He believed he would never be pro- 
moted because he wasn’t in with his boss, 
didn’t have a pull with him. 


own 


MOST ANY TIME 
“What time is it in Ireland when one Ford 
chases after another Ford?” 
“Min after” tin.” 


BLANCHE CURRY, formerly stenographer 
in Dist. Plant Chief’s office at Lincoln, now in 
the U. S. Navy at Washington. .Yeomanette 
Curry recently made a visit to the Lincoln 
office, renewing acquaintances, 


THE MULTIPLEX IN USE 


The Bell Telephone company now has 
in daily and constant use its first long 
distance multiplex lines, and finds that 
it is as commercially practicable as had 
been indicated by the experiments made 
in the earlier stages of the try-outs. The 
principle of the multiplex as applied to 
practical telephony permits the use of 
one wire, when fitted with proper selec- 
tive apparatus, to carry on five conver- 
sations at the same time. This permits 
of the greatly-increased use of existing 
long distance circuits and makes unneces- 
sary much of the long line construction 
now required where only the ordinary 
apparatus is used. 


As has been explained in previous is- 
sues, the engineers discovered that high 
frequency currents have a particular lik- 
ing for currents specially dimensioned to 
receive them, and that each particular 
high frequency or range of high fre- 
quencies, if given a chance to choose be- 
tween a number of different circuits, will 
select the one best adapted to its needs 
and travel down it in preference to all 
other circuits. This is the explanation 
as phrased by Dr. Jewett, chief engineer 
of the Western Electric. 


The only multiplex line now in service 
is between test stations located just out- 
side the cities of Washington and Pitts- 
burg. Between these test stations and 
the city exchanges proper are just as 
many ordinary telephone circuits as are 
required for ordinary and multiplex use, 
five. Between the two test stations 
stretches miles of just one wire circuit. 
The five circuits are no different than 
the ordinary circuit either as regards 
signalling, talking or operation. 

At the test stations each of the ordi- 
nary telephone terminals run into its 
own particular piece of apparatus. As 
described by Dr. Jewett: One of the ter- 
minals, namely that one which is to use 
a toll line in the ordinary way, goes 
directly to the latter through an equip- 
ment that prevents any of the outgoing 
or incoming high frequency currents from 
going back to the terminal. Each of the 
other terminals goes through an appara- 
tus which, for outgoing transmission, 
combines the voice currents with a par- 
ticular higher frequency current or car- 
rier. This latter, when modulated by 
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the voice currents, passes out to the toll 
line through the fpparatus especially 
adapted to that particular carrier when 
loaded with its heterogeneous mass of 
voice frequencies, and to no other car- 
rier. 

At the distant end of the line the first, 
or ordinary, conversation, passes through 
its proper selecting apparatus directly 
on to the terminal designed for ordinary 
working, and each of the four other car- 
riers pops into its own designed circuit, 
where, after being divested of its patient 
carrier, the demodulated voice frequency 
goes out on an ordinary line to the dis- 
tant listener. 


CREDIT WHERE DUE 


A student, coming to a hard question on 
his examination paper, wrote for his answer, 
“God only knows; I don’t.’ 

The paper came back with the following cor- , 
rection in the professor’s handwriting: “God 
gets the credit, you don’t.” 


¥. S. HOLMES, Special Agent at Lincoln. 
Mr. Holmes is one of the Company’s oldest 
telephone men, having entered his career in 
Nebraska 17 years ago. Prior to that time he 
was manager of one of the Iowa Telephone 
Company’s exchanges for 20 years. “Shorty”. 
thinks there’s nothing like the telephone game. 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL % 
R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructors 


THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously During Total Aver. 
Reported February To Date Grade 
Answers to Lesson I..........2..-.1.---1-22--secnceneeeeeeeeeeeees 386 20 406 98% 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson I................ 364 26 390 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I............ 265 17 283 961% 
ANSWeLrs! LOmmeSSON ML leeenen wes ema en eens 179 18 197 951% 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IL................ 167 9 176 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II............ 104 8 112 9534 
Answers) to) lesson eile. e ee ee ee ae 98 12 110 96 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IIL............... 74 5 79 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III............ 45 7 52 98% 
IN rds) ILO IAW 42 15 57 97 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV................ 31 9 40: 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV.......... 3 29 32 99% 


IN WHAT LEVEL ARE YOU WORKING? 


Let us imagine that the figure is a pyra- 
mid. Suppose that the pyramid is divided 
into floors. “‘The ground floor” is the larg- 
est in area and each floor becomes smaller 
as we rise toward the top. We might con- 
sider the pyramid as representing the posi- 
tion in life of all the men in any city, state 
or nation. 

We find that the “ground floor,” although 
the largest floor, is by far the most crowded. 
On this floor we find all so called common 
laborers. These men vary in age from mere 
boys to old men. At times the competition 
for mere existence is very keen. 

The next floor is somewhat less crowded. 
On this floor we find a higher grade of 
men. We also find that the competition 
is not quite so keen. There is less dis- 
couragement and hardship. We find on this floor the more intelligent laborer, and the 
young man who aspires to a higher level, but has found it necessary or advisable 
to begin at the bottom. 

At the third level, we find still better conditions. This level is so far from being 
crowded that those who have reached it are becoming able to enjoy the better things 
of life. On this level we find the man who has made himself a specialist in his 
line, by application and study. | 

On the fourth floor we begin to find the position hunting for the man instead 
of the man hunting for the job, and the man who reaches this level must be an 
artist in his line. Art is applied science. And the artist is a man who has mas- 
tered his line of work so thoroughly that he is able to understand and apply the 
Scientific principles upon which it is based. The artist who continues to educate 
himself becomes a broad minded man and eventually becomes a leader. 

The man at the fifth level is the leader and organizer. He is directly resonsible 
to society and to industry. Although the positions at this level are comparatively 
few, the great industrial and commercial organizations must sometimes search the 
world over to find men who can qualify. | 

At which level do you find yourself? Have you reached your final level? Are 
you just working along from day to day, satisfied to do your little stunt just good 
enough to “get by” or are you using a part of your leisure time to prepare for 
promotion ? 

Some of the men on the ground floor may be there because they do not possess 
the mental equipment to rise to a higher level. If you admit that you are one of these 
you are in your proper place, but if you are working at this level and have the 
mental capacity to reach a higher level, you are doing an injustice not only to your- 
self and family, but also to society. Your responsibility to yourself demands that 
you develop to your highest earning capacity. Your responsibility to society demands 
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that yu do not hold a place which a man with less ability should have. 

If you find yourself at the second level, the same principles hold true. The 
fact that you have arisen from the lower level in which the competition is very 
great indicates that you are able to do skilled work instead of common labor. If 
you can do the skilled work, you may be able to learn the basic principle which 
underlies your line of work, thus becoming a specialist. 

When you have reached this level, you will find fewer competitors than at any 
of the lower levels. Less competition makes living easier and gives more time 
for study and self-improvement, so that the steps from this point to real leadership. 


should be comparatively easy. 


WE HAVE WITH 
US THIS MONTH, 
THE COMMERCIAL 
BUNCH OF THE 
BEATRICE EX- 
CHANGE. 


From left to right standing: Miss Tillie Buehler, Cashier, whose term of service began 
with the Nebraska Telephone Company, in the autumn of 1904, as toll clerk, and has been 


interrupted only for a period of six months. 


Mr. Chas. Avey, solicitor, began with the New 


Home Telephone Company in the spring of 1910, and has a continuous record of service. Miss 
Laura Younkin, toll clerk, left sitting, started her telephone career in 1905, as line operator 
with the New Home Company, and advanced to the position of Chief Operator which she held 
for seven years, retiring to this Company in August, 1916. Miss Florence Buehler, stenographer, 


came with us January Ist, 1918. 


All the good things that may be said about any one, may be applied to the above “bunch.” 
Their record for loyalty, energy, and faithfulness is a subject of much comment from the 
Beatrice management, and patrons. It is a pleasure to present their portraits to the big 


New’s family. 
ANOTHER WAY AROUND 


The declination of the last legislature 
to give the state railway commission the 
power to require a certificate of ne- 
cessity before a telephone company could 
begin business in a community already 
served has not rendered it powerless to 
protect those who have ventured their 
capital in such enterprises. This was 
illustrated in the recent effort of dis- 
gruntled farmer patrons of the Odell 
company, which operates an exchange 
of 400 instruments. 


Because the company would not give 
free service to other towns that a num- 
ber of farmers asked 192 of them ord- 
ered out their telephones and organized 
a new company with a capital of $25,000. 
Application was made to the commission 


_—_—_—_— 


for approval of the stock proposed to 
issue, and this was withheld until the 
company filed blue prints of the terri- 
tory it was proposed to cover and an 
estimate of the cost. It had not been 
able to obtain this information at the 
time this was written largely because 
the men at the head of it had no notion 
of what the cost would be. The only 
reply vouchsafed was that they figured 
it would cost $40 a mile. 

Meanwhile a number of the farmers 
have found it impossible to do without 
service and have had their telephones 
replaced. A recent visitor to the com- 
mission, after being told what occasioned 
the delay, said that when he returned 
home he would advise that a complaint 
as to service be substituted for the other 
remedy proposed. 


COLLECTION SCHEDULE, FEBRUARY 28, 1919 


Number Av’g Same 

Phones’ Per Mo. last 

Tel. Qr. 

Central District.......... 17603 $ .21 $ .49 
Southern District......18259 © .67 72 
Northern District......12884 HS 11,83 
Western District........ 12400: 7 =61.18 


ANG ANE) ADS ed 61146 $ 59 §$ .88 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 

Bennett ee nstesceerccseeees 875 $ .23 §$ .16 
College View.....-...----- 443 42 65 
Davey es 191 ~1.00 1.85 
Dentonee 137 1.16 2.90 
Greenwood .....-...------- 206 45 1.79 
Havelock .....-..-.---.------ 415 .07 76 
hn Gol nee 13953 16 33 
Malcolmip eee 118 51 81.82 
IPAN AM Bere 189 21 oD 
Pleasant Dale...........- 149 120) 116 
Tetenyaaaoyeel eee 191 1.88 2.58 
Unie elaceit. 1015 .20 94 
\ Weyer hy "ex cecee 221 1 1:59 

IDWS BAO 17603 $ .21 $ .49 

| SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
ANGE WINS) “ca Bee 330 $§$ .29 §$ .90 
AN eyaGl eh 792 .60' 93 
PN WHOA oe 1134 1.33 et 
Beatrice .....---.------------- 2627 23 Sy 
Brock /aeee ee et ee 196 5.21 yale 
Brownville ...-..--..-------- 80 2.22 yuh 
Birr Phere oe et Me NS 173 .62 OT 
@latonia wee eee UPAR | aheyssy aL gAK 
Wook we WE ee 326° 42 22 
Crab Orchard........------ Wise §  ALGis) 743285) 
DeWitt ve eee 352 23 38 
IDYoybifeal ke} | 2p en one 186 25 38 
[Demo eWe epee oer eee 355 .b8 .20 
Blk? (Creekn vane. 141 46 1.80 
Elmwood. ....---------------- 302 -66 59 
IBA Ue yaw oeeessesessseeeeee 1714 204 AS | 
TMNT gS ers 180 2.30 3.02 
1ShvwwalloyolKohy, pee ese eo 520 55 85 
Aolawalsfoyol © Pay tee 281 334 (4 Aces 
ILgoymuiey ats Se pte 293 .98 91 
Miarrarys 222sc.-+----=- ee: 208 2.40 3.65 
Nebraska City...........- 1648 45 335) 
Neh awk see ee ‘203 AWD. hee 
INi@iaateloey ee ea BS 1384 1.67 fy 
OEOCN eee een vanes 97 AT 92 
Pickre lye cecks -sceess eee eee 115 85 2.34 
Plattsmouth ..........---- 1011 .80 U 5 
Photo rol ce eS 268 39 1.38 
Stelmaler| scsssteeee coe 225 i Ik6 ba 2.42 
Stenlimar es atest A75 11 30 
SiVAGUSE) yt eee eee 560 ly Al 04 
ANeNanteietcl ly eee es ene ae 260 36 45 
Tecumseh  ........---------- §30 44 65 
TACO) ori cy* PPE fae 251 52 57 
Weeping Water.......... 492 56 1.02 
Wywaillltvare Cee Me eee 549 By? 64 
Wymore .....-..-.----+-------- 548 24 a3} 

District]. 18259 §$ .67 § .72 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 
Beaver Crossing .....-.. 394 $ 66 $1.01 


Number .Av’g Same 
Per Mo. last 


Phones 

Tel. 

Bellwood ..........-...-..--- 197 $1.51 
Benedict ...........--....... - 260 1.30 
Bradshaw. ...........-..------ 302 81.68 
Brainard@pe ee 235 46 
Bruno Wess Vee a, LOY 121 .p0 
Cedar Bluffs .............. 324 345) 
@eresco)) 2 eee 253 # 1.02 
Colony: 2 ete a 141 46 
@ordovay ee eee 211 .59 
David City ........ By oy Meno 904 .67 
Dwi th Gee eee ee 103 53 
Garland wave Nees © 178 1.28 
Garrison) 2 118 1.33 
Gresham  ...............----- 372 19 
Hamptons ee 172 88 
Tbh aca sd eel ee 1389 1.12 
Mushtonteess eee 105 .09 
MeCoo] aa 294 1.29 
WEE Ys AA ee ZOD Me pLelis 
Milford eee 490 58 
Octavia ees ae 118 93 
Osceola ae eae 646 .65 
Polley ieee PUNE Ry 514 1.12 
SEN ERR a 1014 1.13 
Shelbyg 7 se SOsmbleae 
Stromsburg ............-.. 694 25 
LAM OLA ee eee 202 2.15 
Thayer! ere Nee: venels 139 a 
Utica ee EE eh 349 337 
Waco ye ee ealbry 315 1.338 
With OO) Weitere See 915 .06 
Goya ee ael soo Re 1845 ol 
Wiutan Pave ene 222, 1524 
District 12884 $ .75 

WESTERN DISTRICT 

Belvidere -.............--..-- 193 $1.33 
Carleton © ...........-..------ 187 91 
Clay Center .........-.....- 391 .61 
Dorchester ..........-.-- 1a 1.18 
BG par eer Sader Te 451 91 
EXC TCT: eee eee es ee 410 1.49 
Haiisttel ieee eee 405 91 
VeiemrraaKoraye se 363 46 
BPien die see ee ee eee §24 44 
Geneva) tee ea 790 1.23 
Glenville eae 234 1.24 
(Gra vONnGne eee we 198 2.04 
EVANISON yee ee ee 159 1.05 
IB WATER Rel AS des 612 02 
jnbasymuapensy Ao eye 3137 46 
lebron ee eee 581 1.57 
Aronian, oe 170 55D 
Whip, eee 199 .66 
Onig a UE ee 232 .89 
Paulines 2. 84 58 
Prosser eee 13} 1.13 
Red (‘Cloud aa 229 55 
Saronville ...............-.. 174 .08 
Shickley, (2c) 2978 2a 402 2.88 
Strang yee 85 =. 2.85 
Huy oer Koi) SM ee 856 1.28 
Sutton! (PRs swage 664 1.53 
Disthictuy eee 12400 $ .87 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, FEBRUARY, 1919 


Good 


v Jo Yo % Yo Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 

27 Lincoln.............-.--- Miss A. Scouller........:..... 12.9 20.7 15.8 16.9 20810 

EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
14 Ashland................. rs. ©. Hood) 22 8.3 9.5 1.3 9.1 1401 
14A David City........... Miss A. Siebers.............. 8.3 6.6 12.7 10.2 1629 
11 Dorchestev............ Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 7.6 8.7 0.0: Tal 556 
23 Hriendaes eae Miss V. Belden................ 10.0 138.0 5.0 10.0 774 
8 Louisville.............. Mrs. E. Barter................ 6.9 52 2 7.8 673 
9 Plattsmouth.......... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 7.0 6.0 9.0 6.0 1509 
12 Seward..............-..- Miss N. Gumbel.......—-.... 8.0 6.0 8.0 9.0 2071 
10 Wahootise res -Miss Blanche Ladnev...... 7.5 6.3 7.5 7.4 1585 
3 W. Water.............. Miss E. Reed.................. 4.8 3.2 5.1 4.8 900 
Total: or Average...............cc:::-.seeeeees UE 6.8 9.2 8.1 11098 

WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
SAM Hd gare. eee: Mrs. M. Beal.................... 4.8 2.0 7.1 5.7 677 
2 Exeter................--- Mrs. R. Alley.................. ° 3.9 2.8 4.5 3.8 584 
25 Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott...........- 10.4 49 18:5 10.5 760 
5 Geneva...........-------. Miss G. Aldrup................ 6.3 8.6 10.9 5.6 1594 
26 Harvard..............- -Miss E. Hein.................--- 11.6 2.7 12.8 10.5 567 
21 Hasting'’s.............-- Miss H. Richeson............ 95 10.8 15.4 102 6968 
15 Hebron.............--..- Miss M. McKenzie.......... 8.4 9.6 10.9 9.7 805 
24 Osceola............-----. Miss Shelmadine............ 10.3 128 186 12.1 621 
18 Red Cloud........... -Miss L. Barrett................ 8.7 79 10.9 9.3 637 
16 Stromsburg.......... ‘Miss F. Roberts.............. 8.5° 9.5 12.8 9.3 569 
17 Superior............... -Miss M. Atwater............ 8.6 9.3 18.0 10.8 2478 
SA Sutton... ‘Miss M. McDonald.......... 6.9 0.0: 8.3 6.6 760 
22 ion Sis Hedb™ aay! -Miss J. Michenev............ 9.6 189 148 11.8 25583 
Total or AvVerage......2......:--2ccecceeee- 7.6 9.5 12.5 9.4 19573 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
7 Beatrice............-..-- Miss A. Potts.................. 6.8 8.6 10.2 (an ENG 
4 DeWitt................-- Miss B. Benson...............- 5.7 6.4 8.7 6.9 904 
20 Fairbury.........----.- Miss B. McNabb.............. 94 10.7 12:7 10.8 £2559 
13 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan............... N 8.2 7.1 0.0 7.8 926 
6 Nebraska Cy........Miss E. Felthausev........ 6.6 7.2 8.2 1.2 2575 
19 Syracuse..............-. Miss Emma Staack........ 8.9 6.2 8.5 8.0) 847 
1 Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith.................. Mati ye Walesa f Abe 8.1 904 
20A Wymore................ Miss L. Hollett................ 9.4 We 9.4 15.5 912 
8B  Wilbev..............-..--. Miss M. Mashek.............. 6.9 hs) vine! 7.6 683 
Total or Average..............---2--2--..2222--- UL 7.0 9.8 8.0 17204 
Total or Average for January... 9.7 9.7 9:9 9.8 72627 
8.8 11.0 11.8 10.6 68685 


A. staff officer while at the front saw a negro 
soldier who belonged to the 167th Field Ar- 
tillery Brigade. Knowing the fine work the 
brigade had done, he stopped to question the 
soldier. 

“What do you do?’’ asked the officer. 

*“Ah’s do do-tendah ob de swahzant cans,”’ 
he replied. 

“The what?” 

“De swahbzant cans.” 

It dawned on the officer that the man was 


Total or Average for February.. 


in a regiment using the sioxante-quinze guns, 
the French 75s. 

“T see,” he said, “But just what do you 
do ?”’ 

“Ah ’tends de do’,”’ replied the negro. “Ah 
opens de do’ an’ a man puts in de shell. Den 
a man pulls do lonyard an’ de gun has its 
little say.’ 

“Then what hapens?’ 

“We all steps back and says, ‘Kaiser, count 
yo soldiers.” 
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Explaining The New Toll Rates 
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A WORD OF WARNING “Oh, Cecil.” exclaimed the wife in the 

Pat (to Mike on the roof)—‘Don’t come London Mail, “the cook has given notice; she 
down the ladder at the northeast corner. I says you swore at her on the ’phone.” y 
took it away.” “Good heavens! I thought it was you, pet. 


American Sentry Telephoning: “One hun- “Hello! I want to see Mr. Diggers at the 
dred Germans advancing on my post. Please telephone. ; 
send one rifle and one hundred cartridges af ‘All right. Come around to his office, He’s 
once.” just using the ’phone.” 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Effective as’ of March ist, Mrs. Minnie 
Bailey, chief operator at Yutan since July, 
1916, became chief operator at Denton, suc- 
eeeding Mrs. ©. C. Cole. Miss Elizabeth 
Wannow became chief operator at Yutan the 
same date. 


Miss Jessie Anderson, ‘‘A’* operator at 
Tobias, and R. L, Cummings of Edgar, were 
married at Fairbury Saturday, March ist. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cummings will make their home at 
Edgar. Mrs. Bachoritch will take Mrs. Cum- 
mings’ place April ist. 


Miss Fern Ferguson, assistant chief operator 
of the Lincoln exchange, was married March 


4th at Sioux City to Chas. Fennel. The young 
couple will make their home in Lincoln. Mrs. 
Fennel has been with the company for quite 
a few years, und all-wish her much happiness. 
We are glad to hear that she has decided to 
work for a while longer. 

Miss Bertha Kulper, line operator at Lin- 
coln, was called to Alliance on account of the 
serious illness of her sister. 

Mrs. McAlpine, rural operator at the Lin- 
coln exchange, is in Rochester, Minnesota, to 
consult with the Mayo doctors about a severe 
throat trouble, the effect of the ‘flu.’ We 
hope she will be able to be back to work in a 
few weeks. 


y 


, 


SNOWBOUND AT HASTINGS 


On Wednesday afternoon, February the 12th, there were heavy mist clouds and along 
in the evening it commenced to rain and about 11 o'clock started to snow and the wind blew 
very hard. This continued all day Thursday, Thursday evening and most of the day Friday. 
It is claimed there were from eight to sixteen inches of snow, and nearly all of this snow 
drifted into the streets, roads and low places and traffic was entirely blocked for almost three 
days. This has been one of the most severe storms for many years in this section of the 
country, discontinuing the railroad service from Thursday morning until Sunday, which 
necessitated many people staying over in Hastings, and incidentally was the means of in- 
creasing the pay station calls at the depots. 

The snow drift, shown in this picture, is on the north side of the Telephone Building, 
extending from Denver Avenue to the alley west and across the street north to the Court 
House. It was about fourteen feet high. This drift, it is thought, was considered to have 
been the largest one in the city. 

The occupants in this picture include all employes of the Plant and C j 
ants in ‘ elude : yes ‘ { ‘ommercial office 
and several) of the Traffic Department. i 
‘hey are from left_to right, (Top Row): Miss T’atterson, Miss Wi ; i i j 

, x ie ent, > MISS Pi son, Muss inter, Miss Riley, Miss 
Kieffe, Miss E., Schneidermiller, Mr. Anderson, Miss Richeson, Miss Amen, Miss Sinclair 
rope gach eons Mr. Boyles, Mr. Cole. sottom Row: Miss Morrow, Miss Reutlinger, Miss A. 
3 . »7* j y > .7° . 1 7 . - . . y = S ’ Fr AA. 

chneidermiller, M. Wheeler, Mr. G. N. R. Browne, M. Collier, Mr, Cooper, Mr. Murphy. 


% 
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Mrs. Schneberger, second cook in the cafe- 
teria at Lincoln, is off on account of her little 
daughter being operated on for appendicitis 

The .following new girls have been e1n- 
ployed in the operating department at Lin- 
coln: Irene Peery, Eulalie Root, Gladys 
Grandt and Mable Lon«, 

Mrs. Minnie Johnson, compauy i’. B. X. 
operator at Lin olu Ors resigne:l to accept 
another position. ' 

The Tin «In operators were presented sith 
a big box of candy, the gift of the latest bride 
anc zroom, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Fennel. 

The following is a copy of a mysterious 
letter that was receivel one day receptly by 
Mr. Henry Ames of the Lincoln auditing 
force. Cun't you just imagine Wank’s con- 
sternation when he read it for the first time? 

“Dear Hank: 

‘“T hope you will carefully pursue this letter 
as it vitally concerns our past, present and 
future. The great love I have hitherto ex- 
pressed to you is false and I find my in- 
difference towards you increases daily. The 
more I see of you the more clearly you appear 
in my idea the subject of contempt. I feel 
myself in every way disposed and determined 
to hate you. I can assure you J] never had 
any intention of changing my name for you. 
Our last conversation has left an impression 
in my mind which has by no means impressed 
me that your character is the best: Your 
unruly temper would make me very unhappy 
and were we to marry would feel nothing 
put the hatred of parents, self and the ever- 
lasting displeasure of living with you. I 
have a very loving heart to bestow—but don’t 
desire to have you imagine it is at your ser- 
vice. I know I could not give it to one more 
inconsistent, selfish and unkind than yourself 
or more incapable of doing justice to myself 
and family. I am quite sure you are aware 
of the fact that I speak truly and hope you 
will please do me the favor of avoiding me. 
You need not put yourself to the trouble of 


answering this letter as your letters are al- 


ways full of impertinence and insolence and 
without a simple idea of love and devotion, 
believe me. 

I despise you so much that I can no longer 
hope to be your dearest, truest and affection- 
ate friend. Y 

Yours truly, 
699 

“p S§ TI suppose, Hanky dear, you were 
inquisitive and read all this letter when JI 
meant for you to read only every other line.” 

The Ouiga Board tells us that Mr. Newby, 
manager at Tobias, is desperately in love. 
Ask the school mar’m. Perhaps she ean tell 
you more about it. ; 

lhe Misses Grace Bruns, Hazel Thomas 
and Lora Thompson were on furloughs during 
the month of January. 

Miss Eva Linnemann, ‘“A’’ operator at 
Hastings, has resigned to go to her home in 
Grand Island. 

Mrs. Lucile Metro, “A’ operator at Hast- 
ings resigned recently. Her plans for the 
future are indefinite. 

W. WB. Givens has been re-employed as 
ecable-splicer in the Western district 

Most of the men employed under the dis- 
trict foreman in the Western district have 


been transferred to Fairbury exchange, where 
they are assisting the southern district gangs 
with the rebuilding of that exchange. 

Saturday, February 8, 1919, Messrs. Risser, 
Stoker, Keckler and Lansing conducted a 
Class of SO State Farm students through the 
Lineoln plant. The class was divided into 
groups of 10, each guide following with a new 
group as fast as the preceding group got 
in the clear. The students gathered at the 
office in a body at 9:00 a. m. and it was 12:00 
noon when the last group finished the trip. 
At the end of the trip Mr. Elliott gave a short 
demonstration in the elass room.on the 
telephone engineering course. The following 
Saturday the same guides conducted another 
class of 70 students from the State Farm 
through the plant. 


COMMISSION RULINGS 

The Farmers’ Telephone company of Dix is 
4 new company that has bought out a nuin- 
ber of farm lines in the newly developed wheat 
country in southwestern Nebraska, and_ built 
an exchange. The commission has given per- 
mission to sell $5,000 worth of stock, and when 
a showing is made of how the proceeds were 
expended, more will be authorized. The com- 
mission, however, refused to authorize a $3 
rate for business telephones, holding this is 
above the standard rate for exchanges of that 
size. 

The commission has refused approval to Lhe 
Monroe Telephone company’s present schedule 
of $1.40 for business wall extension and 90 
cents a month for residence wall extensions, 
holding this to be in excess of standard rates. 
It authorizes rates of $1.15 and 65 cents a 
month for the respective services. 

The commission has authorized a new sched- 
ule of rates for the Hebron exchange of the 
Lineoln Telephone & Telegraph company, ap- 
Plication for which has been pending for a 
long time. It has also allowed a charge of 
$2.50 a month for business telephones on the 
exchanges at Benedict, Gresham and Saron- 


‘ville, and has directed the elimination of the 


old rates on the Utiea exchange and to substi-— 
tute therefor the zone rates, which nearly all 
subseribers desire. 

The C. E. Campbell company of Western 
was authorized to put into effect the follow- 
ing schedule: Business, $2.50 and $2; resi- 
dence, $1.75, $1.50 and $1.25; farm, $1.50. It 
was ordered to stop the practice of investing 
surplus in betterments and to hold it in 
liquid asset form. 


A very shy fellow was dusky Sam, 
As slow of speech as the typical clam, 
He couldn't make love to his Angeline 
Though his love grew like the great gourd vine. 
So he brought the telephone to his aid, 
To assist in wooing the chosen maid. 
“Miss Angeline? Dat you” called he. 
“Yes—dis Angeline—dis me.” 
“Miss Angeline, does you love me too?” 
“Why, yes, of course, I loves my beau— 
Say, what's the reason you wants to know?” 
“Miss—hold de wire—will you marry me? 
True—”’ 

“Yes, course I will—Say, who is you?” 

When is a Sammie in two places at one 
time? When he is somewhere in France and 
homesick at the same time. 
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The following is a copy of a letter re- 
ceived by C. H. Jensen, Megr., at Superior. 
“Tt would like to inform you that I have not 
been very much Slower to pay my phonerent 
than central have in answering the ring lately. 
The batteries may bee weak, wil you please 
send me som new ones.’ 


W. C. Cooper is in receipt of a letter from 
Milton Barratt, a former employe of the com- 
pany, who has been located at Ellington Field, 
Houston, Texas, and he expected to be home 
again by the first part of March. He says 
the highest he has flown yet is 12,000 feet, but 
it was a little too cold for comfort up that 
high. He sends regards to all. 


Some of the traffic employes at Sutton at- 
tended the dance at Edgar the 6th of Feb- 
ruary. 

A. letter from Vera Grosshans, formerly as- 
sistant chief operator at Sutton, states that 
they are nicely located for the present in 
Phoenix, Arizona and enjoying the warm 
climate. Miss Grosshans is taking a steno- 
graphic course. 

The girls of the traffic department at Sut- 
ton indulged in a good old-fashioned taffy 
pull in the basement of the telephone build- 
ing recently. A good time was reported un- 
til a few outsiders took it upon themselves to 
‘walk away with the candy that was set out to 
cool. If it had not been for the fact that 
several of the girls were good foot racers. 
the evening might have proved a very dis- 
astrous one. Mrs. Kennedy kindly assisted in 
the operating room the same evening. 

Miss Erma Brown, night operator at Sut- 
ton, was a Kearney visitor recently 

Miss Hilda Nuss of Sutton has enrolled in 
the toll correspondence school. 

Miss Beulah Gunn, “A” operator at Edgar, 
was a Hastings visitor February 20th. 

Mrs. Hazel Wise, night operator at Hdgar, 
resigned February 7th, and Miss Katie Gunn 
has been employed to fill the vacancy. 

Miss Eva Wheeland, ‘A’ operator at Edgar, 
was absent from work a few days recently, 
on account of sickness. 

Dach operator of the Edgar exchange re- 
ceived a lovely hand painted satin handker- 
chief holder as a valentine. with this little 
note attached—‘With best wishes to the 
‘Number Please’ Girls of Edgar who have 
been so patient with the numerous calls dur- 
ing the past years, from Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Carson.” 

Miss Florence Gillispie, assistant chief 
operator at Superior, was a pleasant caller at 
the Edgar office on February 22nd. 

District Traffic chief, Murphy, in company 
with Mrs. Murphy and son, were visitors at 
the York office February 1st. 

The York operators extend their sympathy 
to Margaret Mooney in the loss of her mother, 
who died at the home of her son in Aurora, 
February 14th. 

, Miss Sara DeTour has been employed as 
line operator at the Superior exchange. 

Miss Florence Gillispie, assistant chief op- 
erator at Superior, spent a few days during 
February at her home in Edgar. 

C. H. Jensen, manager at Superior, met 
with a very painful accident while working 
with the repair gang during the recent storm. 
However, this did not hinder him from stay- 
ing on the job in the commercial department. 


Mr. Wheeler is in- receipt of an interest- 
ing letter from Captain R. H. Ojers, formerly 
district foreman for the company, who is now 
located at Kyllberg, Germany with the army 

- of occupation. Captain Ojers says he ‘has 
been through two drives, the first at St. 
Mihel, which was quite easy, but the second 
at Argonne Meuse was a “hot babay,” to use 
his words. At the time of writing he was in 
charge of a company of 280 men. He gays 
he has had the experience of making a survey 
of German army lines under Shell fire, which 
was quite interesting. The only Lincoln Tele- 
phone man he has seen over there is H. F. 
McCulla. The country where he is situated is 
very pretty, but he says Nebraska is quite 
good enough for him. 

Myrtle Klitzing, Fairbury supervisor, left 
the first of the month for a month’s vacation 
at her home in St. Louis. 

Miss Dyer and Miss Shelbourne, Fairbury 
line operators. haye been promoted to relief 
supervisors. 

Miss McNabb. chief operator at Fairbury, 
spent a few days visiting at her home in 
Beatrice the latter part of February. 

Roy Helfer, county troubleman for Fair- 
bury. has been promoted to the position of 
manager at Dunbar. He takes with him the 
best wishes of all the employes of the Fair- 
bury exchange. 


RECENT COMMISSION RULINGS 

Following are recent orders of the Nebraska 
state railway commission in telephone matters 
of interest: 

The commission overruled the claim of the 
city of Omaha that it had the sole right to 
make telephone rates for service within its 
eity. It was claimed by the city attorney that 
the charter gave it this authority, but the 
commission holds that the constitution and 
the laws of the state: give it exclusive au- 
thority. ; 

Notwithstanding the fact that the commis- 
sion has been canceling combination rates, 
that is one charge for service between a pro- 
fessional or business man’s house and office, 
where both are on the same line, it has ac- 
ceeded to a request of the Monroe Telephone 
company to be allowed to offer such a rate. 
It stipulates, however, that the rental charged 
shall be the rate for individual service on 
both office and residence telephone. On these 
lines calls go through to both phones, 

The commission took summary measures to 
restore toll connectidn between Gandy and 
Stapleton by issuing an order requiring the 
Tri-County company, located at Stapleton, to 
forthwith restore service under penalty of 
prosecution. The Tri-County company haa 
complained as to some feature of the service. 
The commission investigated and found that 
the ordinary 10 and 15 per cent commis- 
Sion On the 10 cent toll charge between the 
two places did not pay the bookkeeping 
charge, and ordered a division of tolls 55 per 
cent to the owner of the line, the Tri-County 
company, and 45 per cent to the Gandy com- 
pany. The owner of the former declared this 
would not give him adequate return, and cut 
the connection. He did not show up when 
ordered to show cause why it should not 
be restored, and a peremptory order issued, 
which he has declined to obey, 


— ~ 


b 
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ANNA SIEVERS, 
CHIEF OPERA- 


TOR, DAVID CITY 


Succeeded Miss Haberman as Chief Operator 
January ist, 1919, and prior to that time was 
Assistant Chief Operator at Plattsmouth. Miss 
Sievers is a graduate of the Toll Correspon- 
dence Course and is doing well at David City. 


Mrs. Brandt. assistant chief operator at 
Fairbury, spent two weeks in Pawnee City 
during February, caring for her daughter, 
Ruth, who was seriously ill with the “‘fiu.’”’ 

Miss Winters has been employed in the 
traffic departement at Fairbury. wee 

Chas. Nutzman’s smiling face is again in 
evidence about the Fairbury building, after a 
long sojourn in France with the Signal Corps. 

Everybody in Fairbury is busy getting 
ready for the move into the new exchange 
building. t 

All the Fairbury employes are wondering 
why Emma Stegeman is wearing 4 eontinual 
smile now-a-days. 

Catherine Eble spent a few days in Beat- 
rice the latter part of February.. visiting re- 
latives. ; 

Uriah Hawkins, troubleman on the Fair- 
bury exchange, was killed on February 11th, 
as a result of coming in contact with electric 
light wires. which were near the telephone 


pole on which he was working. Uriah will . 


be greatly missed by all the employes. His 
death cast a gloom over the entire exchange 
that it will take some time to forget. 

Merril Barr of Hebron has entered the em- 
ploy of the plant department at Fairbury, tak- 
ing the place of Roy Helfer as country 
troubleman, 

Lou Anderson, cableman for the Southern 
District, has moved his family to Fairbury. 

Carl Headstrom, cableman from Lincoln, 
is assisting with the cable work on the new 


- system at Fairbury. 


Everybody at the Fairbury exchange is in- 
quiring when we are going to have another 
arty and dance. . 
i W. C. Cooper is in receipt of an interest- 
ing letter from Troy Rinehart, formerly em- 
ploye in the commercial department at Hast- 
ings, but who, at the time of writing, was 1n 
France, awaiting orders to proceed on their 
homeward journey, which can be none too 
Soon to suit him. For a while Mr. Rinehart 
was on special duty, classifying men as ve 
their efficiency, this being interesting work 
while it lasted. He spent Christmas with a 
bunch of former Tl. T. & T. Company Sts 
ployes and had a right good time. He ex- 
pected to be home most any time, So no one 
need be surprised to see him walk in one of 
these days. 
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Willard Johnson has been transferred from 
the Lincoln main office to the South office 
where he is now working as relief switch- 
man. 

Dan Fagan has been transferred from the 
South office at Lincoln to the main office, and 
is now night testman at that exchange. 

D. V. Cary is back in the switchroom again 
after 11 months service at Kelly Field, Texas. 


The switchroom department of Lincoln 
main office is the first to announce 100% 
enrollment in the Telephone Engineering 
School. ; ‘ 

C. R. Brown and F: H. Harris have just 
finished installing additional equipment at the 
Lincoln south office and are now at the 
main office re-installing some equipment that 
was taken out some time ago. 

Mrs. C. H. Brown, former employe in the 
Lincoln switchroom, resigned recently to 
start a chicken farm.: We have recently re- 
ceived word from her that she has 82 young 
chicks as a starter for the farm. 

The following is a copy of a letter re- 
ceived by the Editor of The News from Mildred 
Dunn, Hastings exchange: “I wish to thank 
the employes of the Lincoln Telephone Com- 
pany for their kindness, their words of sym- 
pathy and for the floral offerings that were 
sent during my recent illness and sorrow.” 

The Misses Juniata Maryme, Magdalen 
Hayen, Gertie Craft and Irene Haynes, oper- 
ator at Hastings, made up a. theatre party 
for The Shepherd of the Hillis, given at the 
Kerr Opera House, Monday, February 24th. 

Miss Ruth Kinsinger has resigned her pos- 
ition as operator at Milford. 

Miss Ruby Smith has been employed as 
operator at Milford, filling the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Miss Kinsinger. 

During the blizzard of February 13th and 
14th, the Shickley operating force were com- 
pelled to remain for several days with the 
night operator, Mrs. Goesch, who has rooms 
in the telephone building. Mrs. Goesch proved 
an excellent hostess,*° providing her visitors, 
the Misses Lillie Jacobson and Florence Nel- 


son, with every possible comfort. 


L. O. McClintock, manager at Humboldt, 
received a letter from his brother February 
15, upon his landing at Newport News, Va., 
This was the first word received from him 
since he sailed for France the latter part of 
August. ; 

A surprise party was given February 21st, 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Merle Applebe, ° 
in honor of Miss Luella McNabb, assistant 
chief operator at Beatrice, who has been re- 
cently transferred to another point. The sur- 
prise was complete and after an enjovable 
evening, Miss Mabelle Zinn, line operator, 
presented Miss McNabb with a beautiful ivory 
hand mirror and jewel case, the gift of her 
co-workers. The decorations and games were 
in keeping with Washington’s birthday. ; 

Sergeant Wm. McMahan, has resumed his 
position as testman at Beatrice, after ten 
months’ service in the 8th division regulars. 
Welcome to our city, Bill. 

Corporal C. B, Moore, 323 Field Signal Bat- 
talion,.former testman at Beatrice, writes that 
he, with several others of his unit, have been 
assigned special duty in France and no tell- 
ing when they wil be home. The balance of 
the 828rd are slated for early return, 
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If Miss Anna Michalek, toll operator at 
David City, is thinking of getting married 
soon she had betted do a little more cooking 
and baking. The effects of stirring a cake a 
few days ago, caused so many blisters on her 
right hand that she was obliged to have a 
bandage on her hand and do left-hand oper- 
atiing. She said she didn’t care, the cake was 
good just the same. 

Some of the David City operators are get- 
ting other training besides operating the 
switchboard. They are acquiring quite a 
reputation as ‘“‘Ilu’’ nurses. Miss Ruth Ruck- 
les, toll operator, took care of five sick people 
at one time. Miss Pearl Smith took care of 
her grandmother. <All patients have recovered 
and the nurses are back on duty. 

The operators at David City recently re- 
ceived boxes of candy from Mr. Roy Cole 
and Wm. Parks, in appreciation of the good 
service rendered. 

The toll operators taking the correspond- 
ence course, are working hard on their les- 
sons, which is evident by the good grades 
they are receiving. They are all looking for- 
ward to that 7 o’clock dinner (which, by the 
way, hasn’t been promised them yet.) 

Miss Ella Conrad, operator at David City, 
has been off duty recently on account of sick- 
ness. 

Misses Florence and Myrtle Orendorff, 
operators at David City, spent a very enjoy- 
able vacation at North Bend recently. 


A. L. ECKLES, son of Mrs. Eckles, Chief 
Operator and Manager at Thayer. Mr. Eckles 
is now in the service at Rochefort, France. 


WHAT TWO COMMISSIONS THINK 

The Illinois and California state railway 
commissions are two examples of public serv- 
ice regulatory bodies that have imbibed the 
spirit of the recommendation made by Secre- 
tary McAdoo and Comptroller Williams that 
prompt relief must be given public utility 
corporations hard hit by war prices in order 
that their securities be not lessened in value 
and thus made unavailable for bank reserves 
and make it less possible for owners to buy 
Liberty Bonds. 

The Illinois Utilities commission recently 
had before it an application from the East 
St. Louis Light & Power Company, which de- 
sired to raise its. power rates. The usual 
course is to order a valuation and then make 
an analysis of operafing expenses, matters that 
take months of time. The commission took 
(fficial cognizance of the fact that the eost 
of coal, labor and material had materially risen 
in the last few years, and it ordered an in- 
crease on the theory that any relief to be 
effective must be prompt. 

The California commission has granted 
forty-seven applications for increased rates 
‘within the last few months. President Thelen 
‘thus explains why: “Where an emergency 
exists and where the usual method of hand- 
ling rate applications, including a valuation 
wf the property and an audit of the books, 
Jails to meet the situation, the commission 
Joes not hesitate to apply emergency meas- 
ares. We fully agreed with President Wilson’s 
letter to Secretary McAdoo that it is essential] 
that these utilities be maintained at their max- 
imum efficiency during the war, and that 
everything reasonably possible should be done 
to accomplish ‘this end, and we act on that 
wiew.”’ 


Henry Lampe of near Auburn is mad at 
the Auburn Telephone Company and doesn’t 
care who knows it. 

Henry has previously complained of his 
“foam” service to the state railway commis- 
Sion, to which the company took exception, 
Mr. Lampe comes right back with a letter 
this morning saying: “I am Sory to be 
enled a liar when I am onest.”’ and gives his 
favorite bank as reference, He says the wires 
are as thick as bailed hay wires, adding, 
“My foam is a sheep Montgomery-Ward Co. 
in youse 20 yrs. the coil ben burnt aut 711 
tim.” He also says: “The foam don’t wring 


write.” and when it jingles he just has to 


Suess at it, and when he complains to the 
company they just “groul and Sware about 
it.” 

He closes by asking: ‘Do you whant wit- 
nes to this writing, or do you whant this 
swarn to? I am reddy.” 


“The rural telephone operator has the 
hardest job in the world,” declares the Scott 
County Democrat. “She must know where 
Pete Jones’ corn shredder is working, where 
Sammy Sampson’s corn sheller is shelling 
and where John Johnson’s woodsaw is buzz 
ing, where the threshing machines are thresh- 
ing and where they will go next. She must 
also know whether the trains are on time or 
late and if not on time, why not She must 
Know where the doctor is, and when he will 
come in, where the fire is, what the news is 
and the correct time.” bid 
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A new set of storage batteries has been 
installed at Superior replacing the ‘‘much- 
nursed” old batteries, for which we are very 
thankful. There is still one little thing (7) 
we need, and that is our new building. We 
hope our requisition will be filled shortly. 


Hubert Mathieson, a former employe of the 
company at Lincoln, has been re-employed 
temporarily in the contract department. 


Miss Wagda has been employed as_ steno- 
grapher in the local commercial office at Lin- 
coln. to replace Miss Wilson, who is on a leave 
of absence. 

What excuse will F. A. Walker and Miss 
Scharfogel, Lincoln exchange employes, have 
for dining together evenings when .the i- 
rectory is out? 

Raymond Burr, a former employe in the 
district plant office at Lincoln, was a visitor 
aut that exchange during the middle of Feb- 
ruary. Mr. Burr has heen in: France and 
seen actual fighting, having been wounded 
himself. He had some very interesting ex- 
periences to relate, but he, the same as all 


‘the rest. is glad that war is over and that 


he is back home again. 

District inspector K. B. Cary is the proud 
father of a baby girl, Elizabeth Ann. born on 
February 7th. 

Miss Effie Delph, for a while messenger girl 
at the Lincoln exchange and later stenogra- 
pher for Mr. Elliott, resigned recently. re- 
turning to ther home in southern Nebraska. 
Miss Williams has been employed to take her 
place, " 

Mr. Lyne has been employed in the engin- 
eering department at Lineoln. 

Plant Superintendent M, T. Caster is on 
the sick list. We hope it won't be for long 
and that he will soon be back on the job 
again, aS he has been for so many years. 

M. R. Parks, the company’s first employe 
to enter the service of Uncle Sam at the out- 
break of? war, returned to Lincoln the latter 
part of TPebruary. Mr. Parks is takine a 
good rest, after which he will take up work 
in fhe plant superintendents office. Mr. 
Parks has had many varying experiences, 
such as falling from a hydroplane into a 
body of water and coming out alive. How- 
ever, he looks none the worse for his exper- 
jences and everyone is glad to see him back. 
“Mr. Ed. Cummings, switchboard man at 
Hastings, received two very interesting souv- 
enirs from Germany a short time ago. Henry 
Taedter, formerly emploved at Hastings, se- 
cured two plugs from a switchboard in Ger- 
many and sent them to Mr. Cummings. They 
are somewhat different from the plugs used 
here, in that they have a steel tip and a 
spring guard about three inches long back 
of the plug to protect the cord. 

Geo. Anderson, formerly manager at the 
Friend exchange, has been transferred to 
Yutan as manager. 

I’. M. Strasser is another soldier who has 
returned to duty. Tle is the new manager at 
University Place, having taken up his work 
there the latter part of February.. 


Miss Edith Bowers, operator at Humboldt, 
has been off duty on account of sickness. 

Miss Kathleen Goddard, operator at Hum- 
boldt. has been absent from work a few days. 
being quarantined on account of the influenza 
in her home. 


C. L. Walker was a pleasant caller at the 
Humboldt exchange a couple of days the 
litter part of February. 

H. J. Rubelman has been employed as 
switchboard man at Beatrice. 

H. M. Lewis has been transferred from Be- 
atrice to Auburn. 

A. EF. Lamberson has moved again. S’matter 
Art? 


TOLL LINE REPAIRMEN, ATTENTION 
—Private R. A. Coner, former switchboard 
nan at Beatrice. now in the Signal Corps in 
France, in his last letter says. he just re- 
turned from a ten mile hike through mud 
and snow to “pinch a bug.” 

J. M. Reynolds has been re-employed in the 
southern district foreman’s department after 
ten months’ service in the regular army. 

Mary Fuller, line operator at Beatrice, has 


been absent from duty several days on ac- 


count of tonsilitis. 


Cleo Wolfe, line operator at Beatrice, has 
returned from a week’s furlough spent at her 
home in Pawnee City. 


Miss Gretchen Brandt has been assigned 
evening chief operator at Beatrice, to fill the 
vacaney left by Miss Lulu McNabb. 


One of the most delightful parties ever en- 
joyed by the telephone employes was given by 
the Fairbury foree the evening of Febr. 18th. 
All the local force was present, thanks to the 
eareful planning by Miss McNabb and her 
assistants. Out of town guests were—Messtrs. 
7ann, Brewster and Davis of Lincoln; Mr. and 
Mrs, Parks. Mr. and Mrs. Pugsley, Mr. Wal- 
ker, Miss Potts and Miss Lulu MeNabb from 
Beatrice, and Mr. Chas. Nutzman, who has 
just returned from France. The entertain- 
ment started at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennett, who very generously opened their 
house and helped. ‘This place was well chosen 
for several reasons, to Say nothing of the 45 
degree hill. which was an unnecessary ap- 
petizer. 

The early part of the evening was de- 
voted to games and contests. Appropriate 
valentine prizes were awarded. About 9? 
o'clock a three piece orchestra made its ap- 
pearance. Right then business began to pick 
up. (Mr. Pugsley started picking up the 
rugs; of course Mr. Parks helped.) From 
then until 11:30, all who wished enjoyed dane- 
ing, others played games in an adjoining 
room. Between times candy and puneh was 
served. At 11:30 all were conducted to Me- 
Dowell’s Cafe, where an elaborate two course 
dinner was served. The music and pretty 
girls were too much for Mr. Gann and Mr. 
Rennett. as tired as they should have been. 
When they played and sang “Oh Helen,” Mr. 
Gann thought they were calling “Alma” and 
it would have been a shame to have disap- 
pointed them. Mr. Bennett said “I’m pretty 
tired, but——" so the dance was on again. 
Mr. Fred Nutzman and Miss Olive Slater ex- 
hibited some new dance steps. Mr. Brewster 
showed really how little space a large man 
ean dance in. The whole affair showed the 
harmony and co-operative spirit that exists. 
among the Fairbury foree, and much credit 
is due to each member who helped make this 
event the pleasure it was. 
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RIGHT Way 


—QVOEw 


WRONG wAyY 


Right and Wrong Way to Connect Dry Cells 


Miss Julia Bauer, line operator at Hastings, 
has been absent from duty on account of the 
illness of her sister. 

Miss Margaret Dixon, “A” operator at 
Hastings, visited home, folks in Red Cloud 
one Sunday recently. 

Miss Mildred Dunn, traveling chief oper- 
ator in the western district. has returned to 
work after an absence of several weeks. 

Miss Marguerite Hogadom, formerly infor- 
mation. operator in the Douglas office at 
Omaha, bas been employed at the Hastings, 
exchange. 

Miss Katheryn Hynes, line operator at 
Hastings, spent several days: at her home, 
on account of the wedding of her sister. 

Miss Lena Lanfear, ‘A’ operator at Hast- 
ings, visited home folks over Sunday recently. 

Miss Helen Seeman has been employed as 
a student in the Hastings office. 

Miss Stephenson of the Fairmont exchange 
was off duty the 18th and 14th of February 
on account of the storm. The girls that were 
able to get to work on the 14th held a 
valentine party in the rest room, at which 
time they indulged in candy making. 

Below is a copy of a letter received by 
Mrs. Helen Wallick, chief operator at Platts- 
mouth, from the Plattsmouth Commercial 
Club. This is very gratifying, in view of the 
fact that less than six months ago this same 
club wished to take up the matter of service 
with the Railway Commission: 

“This is to inform you that a decided im- 
provement in the telephone service has been 
noticed since your connection with the local 
company as chief operator. 

“There is no doubt that this has been ac- 
complished largely by the courteous and bus- 
iness-like attention of the operators, due to 
the careful management of the chief operator. 

“Much credit is therefore due you and your 
efficient assistants for the class of service dur- 
ing the trying conditions of last year and I 
wish to congratulate as well as thank you 
for the efforts you have made. 

f “Yours very truly. 
(Signed) L. O. Minor, President,” 


UNDER DIFFICULTIES 

Many smaller telephone companies operate 
under a load of difficulties. When the owner 
of the Grant Telephone company was called 
to account by the state railway commission 
for allowing his service to deteriorate he ex- 
plained that his plant was not large enough to 
afford the luxury of a lineman, and that he 
was compelled to wait until he got enough 
work to make it profitable to have a man come 
down from North Platte and make everything 
shipshape. 


When S. H. Booher, manager of the Buffalo 
County company, was asked to explain mat- 
ters, he answered several of a list of questions 
in this semi-humorous style: 

“My switchbord is not in as good con- 
dition as I would like to have it, but have not 
been able to get a man at it, although I have 
had the promise of one for some time. Have 
repairs ordered which may come to hand dur- 
ing my lifetime. 

“Trouble tickets are filed with the toll 
tickets when reported to operators and at- 
tended to in the order of their urgency. Have 
never timed the girls on making connections. 
Our girls will compare favorably with any 
of our connecting offices, but the subseriber 
who expects no delay is hereby. respectfully 
asked to pay up and get connections with 
heaven. Operators are not supposed to stop 
repeating a long distance call in the middle 
of 2 sentence or to answer more than one call 
at a time. 

“Tf you have an inspector that can run a 


‘Ford, I will loan him mine and the best board 


and room that $75 a month can procure. I 
will give him a cordial welcome and -trust 
that we will part friends.” 


We often hear a person say ‘‘Where there’s 
smoke there is fire.’ With this subscriber, 
“Where there is smoke, there is not only fire, 
but also a telephone: 

Subscriber—‘Central, give me 1614.”’ 

Operator—That telephone has been taken 
out.” 

Subscriber—“‘That’s funny. I saw smoke 
coming out of the chimney this morning.” 


HE COULDN’T DO IT 

Being the owner of a telephone company 
does not give a man the power to keep his 
wife from talking. This fact was demon- 
strated in a curious case recently before the 
Nebraska state railway commission. Dr. Wil- 
cox is the owner of the Hubbell Telephone 
company. He and his wife had matrimonial 
differences recently that led to his leaving 
her and taking up his residence. elsewhere. 
When he went he took the family telephone 
with him. . 

Mrs. Wilcox made complaint to the state 
railway commission and recited that not 
only had he taken the telephone, but that he 
declined to give her another one and that 
he had threatened to cut off service from 
any subscriber who would allow her to use 
his or her phone. The commission sat down 
and wrote him a letter ordering him either 
to reinstate the service at the wife’s home or 
appear and show cause why he should not do 
so. This was on the theory that any company 
that holds itself out to serve the public cannot 
refuse to furnish service to any one person 
for a reason not applicable to all others who 
desire ‘service. 

Mr. Wilcox did not appear before the com- 
mission, nor did he proceed to furnish service 
to his wife. This led to another letter from 
the commission, to which she again made 
complaint, in which he was told that if he 
did not obey the order previously issued 
proceedings for violation thereof would be 
begun. The Attorney General has been in- 
structed to bring action, 
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I BELIEVE IN SAFETY FIRST :— 
BECAUSE 
The loss of my ability to labor means suf- 
fering for those I love most on earth. 
I BELIEVE IN SAFETY FIRST :— 
BECAUSE 


It tends to conserve my ability to labor 
and that ability is my sole capital; losing 1, 
I am bankrupt. 


I BELIEVE IN SAFETY FIRST :— 
BECAUSE 


My safety means the safety of my fellow- 
workers. 
In risking myself I risk others. 


I BELIEVE IN SAFETY FIRST :— 
BECAUSE 


The bread I earn with my own hands is 
sweeter to me and mine a thousand times 


than charity in any form. 
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TELEPHONES IN NEBRASKA 


The most recent computations made, 
based upon reports of the various tele- 
phone companies to the state railway 
commission, place the number of tele- 
phones in use in Nebraska at between 
tween 250,000 and 260,000. There are 218 
companies that report to the commis- 


sion, and the total of stations these. 


operate exceeds 230,000. In addition 
there are some seventy mutual companies 
that do not sell service, but share the 
expenses of operation among all who 
get service. Aside from these there are 
seventy or eighty lines with varying num- 
bers of subscribers who are switched at 
tvarious exchanges by the ‘companies 
operating exchanges. The number of 
telephones these give service to is be- 
tween 20,000 and 30,000. 

The 218 companies listed at the com- 
mission office make returns showing in 
excess of 380 millions of assets. The 
mutuals and switched lines should add 
between 5 and 10 millions to this total. 
This is a tremendously fine showing for 
the telephone industry, especially when 
it is recalled that, outside of the parent 
Bell company, almost all of this de- 
velopment has occurred within the past 
twenty or twenty-two years. 

The basic patents of the telephone 
instrument ran out in the middle nine- 
ties, but there were improvements that 
were of a vital character that were added 
in the early years of the industry upon 
which patents did not expire for the cus- 
tomary seventeen years. This closed 
the industry to independent development 
until around 1900. With the perfection 
of the instrument the demand grew so 
fast that no company could find capital 
enough to meet it. The need of service 
led to the formation of dozens of small 
companies, most of them community 
affairs, and where these did not push lines 
out into the rural districts the farmers 
built their own lines into it. 


The Pee of the toll line ser- 


_vice has been equally as great, until 


at the present time there is scarcely a 
hamlet or a home in the state where a 
telephone is that cannot secure instant 
connection with any other hamlet or 
home in the country similarly situated. 

The competitive era in the industry is 
practically ended in Nebraska. Reports 
in the office of R. E. Mattison, state sup- 
ervisor for the government, show less 
than half a dozen towns where two ex- 
changes are .operated. With 260,000 
telephones Nebraska has nearly one 
phone for every 4% persons, indicating 
a field fairly well covered. 


WAITING UPON PEACE 

The question is often asked, when will 
the telephone systems of the country be 
restored to their owners? The answer 
lies on the lips of the peace conferees 
and the senators of the United States. 
The lines are to be restored whenever 
President Wilson officially announces the 
conclusion of peace with nations with 
which we were recently at war. 

An effort was made in the last cong- 
ress to secure the passage of the amended 
Moon bill, which definitely set December 
31, 1919, as the date when federal con- 
trol would terminate. This bill, in that 
form, was favored by a number of com- 
panies for the reason that there is no 
apparent end to the war conditions so far 
as labor .and material prices are con- 
cerned, and many telephone executives 
preferred to have the government con- 
tinue its policy of insuring proper returns 
for the companies so long as operating 
costs remained so high. 

There is little hope that peace will be 
concluded until June or July. Congress is 
not now im session, and will not be called 
unless the president deems it necessary. 
The Moon bill came out of committee too 
late to be considered at the last Session, 
and as the term of that congress ex- 
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Pired with the 4th of March the bill died 
on the calendar. Some well-informed 
public men predict that formal peace will 
not be possible until August for the reas- 
on that the senate, which must approve 
any treaty made by the nation’s repre- 
sentatives, has a number of members 
who are in open revolt against coupling 
the league of nations compact with the 
peace treaty as the president insists up- 
on and as the Paris conference is likely 
to do. 

The postoffice department has made but 
few general orders in recent weeks, but 
it has been kept quite busy defending 
various actions in court. Here in Ne- 
braska the attorney general has begun 
an action in which the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph company is the nominal 
defendant, in which the right of Mr. 
Burleson to make toll and exchange rates 
in the state is challenged. This is in ad- 
dition to the suit begun by the railway 
commission in federal court. 


Octavia Switchboard, Manager Haberman and 
Operators 


THE TELEPHONE MUST NOT ERR 

It has been said that when a plumber 
makes a mistake he charges twice for 
it; when the courts or commissions make 
a mistake it becomes the law of the land; 
when a doctor makes a mistake he 
buries it; but when a telephone employee 
makes a mistake he gets buried. It is 
well to be prepared. 


CORRECTING BAD PRACTICES 

A number of smaller Nebraska tele- 
phone companies are finding themselves 
victims of too hasty generosity. Many 
of the small town companies were or- 
ganized in the era of the greatest devel- 
opment of the business, after the basic 
patents had expired and invention was 
free to add to these whatever experience 
and experiment had taught to be valu- 
able. These were often begun as com- 
munity enterprises, with profit only a 
secondary consideration. The value of 
the telephone as a trade-bringer and 
holder was early recognized by business 
men. 

When one community built an ex- 
change and reached out into the country 
all other rival towns felt themselves 
forced to follow suit. As few of the 
managers had even the remotest concep- 
tion of what depreciation means their 
early net returns were so satisfactory 
that they found it easy to reach out be- 
yond their own town and by building 
two or three exchanges formed a free 
service area that has caused them much 
tribulation and grief in these days, when 
the necessity of rebuilding presses upon 
them. 

It is a basie principle of the business 
that each exchange ought to stand on its 
own bottom, and that rates for service 
thereon should be fixed so as to take 
care of all maintenance, depreciation and 
returns. Only a certain percentage—and 
that usually small—needs and uses the 
added exchange service, but everybody 
must chip in through the rates to help 


_pay the cost of giving it. 


Recent cases before the state railway 
commission indicate an effort to get away 
from this giving away of service. In 
one case, where one company gave free 
service to the exchange of another it 
was found by the commission that the 
other was charging for calls originating 
with it. The result was an order abolish- 
ing the free service, the commission hold- 
ing that free service for one way mes- 
sages and a charge for the opposite way 
was not proper telephone practice. In 
another case the commission held that 
an exchange must charge the same rate 
to all persons connected with it where an 
added exchange service was given to 
those who paid for it, finding that those 
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who didn’t pay for it had been systemat- 
ically mooching that added service. In 
several other cases companies have asked 
and been permitted to discontinue free 
service because of the interference with 
toll business that free use of a part of 
the lines invited. 

Free service is bad telephone practice, 
and the sooner the companies get away 
from it the better off they will be and 
the more equitably will the burden of 
service costs be distributed. 


THE SIGNAL CORPS 


Some idea of the big and wonderful 
job that the signal corps attached to the 
American army performed in France is 
obtainable from those who have re- 
turned. When the whole story is told 
the signal corps will be found to have 
had a full share in all of the honors 
that came to Yankee arms. 

When the expeditionary force arrived 
across the water it was accompanied by 
a large section of the newly organized 
Signal corps. General Pershing and his 
staff, who were first to reach France, 
found that the existing telegraph and 
telephone systems, furnishing service 
to both the British and the French 
armies, was already overburdened. This 
made necessary the installation of prac- 
tically an entire system in the American 
sector. 

Brigadier General E. Russell, chief 
signal officer, summoned his staff of ex- 
perts and the plans were laid. How big a 
job this contemplated is best shown by 
what was actually accomplished. They 
built approximately 1750 miles of poles 
on which were strng 4,175 miles of wire. 
On existing pole lines that could be used 
2,000 miles of American wire was strung, 
and, due to changing of brigades that 
placed Americans where French troops 
had been fighting, it was necessary to 
lease some 3.000 miles of French wire. 


The exchanges operated numbered 244 
and this system required the building of 
12,750 miles of lines. Thousands of tele- 
phone stations, in excess of 8,000 at the 
last report, were installed, and there 
were 102 telegraph stations. The long 
distance telegraph and telephone lines 
were entirely maintained by the person- 
nel of the signal corps. 


All of this construction, says the As- 
sociated Press, has been made by the 
signal corps battalions, with implements 
and material brought from the United 
States, with the single exception of poles, 
which were obtained in France. In 
construction, maintenance and operations 
the standard practices of the United 
States were followed and the American 
Expeditionary Force has received service 
equal to the best obtainable in the com- 
mercial world, and admittedly unrivaled 
in any army. Its men have also followed 
troops down front line trenches, over 
shell-swept and machine-gun raked areas 
to lay and keep their wires so that com- 
munication might be maintained. 

The boys who came back and quietly 
went to work again aren’t doing any 
bragging about what they did, but this 
brief summary of the accomplishments 
of the corps will give you some idea of 
the bigness of the job and the heroic part 
they played in the great war. 


SUNDAY DINNER IN GERMANY 

The extent to which the rationing of food- 
stuffs and other necessaries has been carried 
is illustrated in a humorous recipe for a 
Sunday dinner, published in a German paper, 
Chemnitz Volksstimme. 

“Take the meat card, mix it well with the 
egg card, and bake it with the butter card 
until a healthy brown crust appears. The 
potato card and the vegetable card should 
be steamed until they are tender, and then 
thickened with the meal card. After dinner 
coffee is prepared by boiling the coffee card 
and adding the sugar and milk cards to the 
beverage. A very Succulent confection is ob- 
tained by dipping the bread card into the 
cOffee so prepared and partaking of it in 
small pieces. At the conclusion of the re- 
past, you wash your hands with the soap 
ecard and dry them upon the cloth purchase 
permit.” 


Railroad cut filled with snow near Red Cloud, 


during the recent heavy snow storm in that 
territory. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 5 


STANDARD SWITCHING CHARGES  aalcohoh Other doctors who told ‘the 
The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph reporters that the mouthpieces should be 
company has made application to the disinfected, brought a great deal of grief 
state railway commission for permission to trouble-shooters. Those who heeded 
to standardize all switching charges at the advice and sprayed or emptied disin- 
50 cents a month. Expert studies made fectants into the mouthpieces quite often 
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show that this is a fair price for the ser- 
vice rendered and the equipment used. 
It is less than some companies are charg- 
ing, and those that are receiving less 
for it are not getting the value of their 
services. Either the company is losing 
on it or the exchange subscribers are 
paying for a service performed for an- 
other group of patrons. 


put the phone out of commission. In 
some cases it was found that the liquid 
had got into the diaphragm and ended 
its usefulness, while in other instances 
it rusted them and forced new installa- 
tions. 

Telephone experts say that as a matter 
of fact, as most instruments are located 
where the sunlight strikes them, this 


4 Sire: va 
| The commission has taken the position gives them a bath in the best deodorizer 
| that these charges are not a proper sub- Jmown. Careful studies made by path- 
| ject for private contract between the two ologists have resulted in the conviction 
| companies, the one switched and the one hat these mouthpieces are not carriers 
doing the switching. This theory is of contagion, and that they are singu- 
challenged by experienced telephone men, arly free from suspicion of being such 
but the commissioners argue that if a gicseminators. They need to be cleaned 
company operating an exchange is per- 4. do the ordinary articles of furniture 
ree ee fix ine cea by eR Meee exposed to dust, but when any liquid is 
Bs Sn Bes ; gsi e SEAR 1b used subscribers should be warned that 
Pp re oh sie hone Ae , Fe adh ae they should unscrew the mouthpiece and 
| PLATTSMOUTH OPERATING FORCE pany out of business or by tavoring 1b not put it back on again until it has 
With Mrs. Helen Wallick, Chief Operator, Miss Hulda Goos, Assistant Chief Operator and shift to exchange subscribers a burden iporoly dried 
the above force of operators, the Senvace at xy atten uth is being kept up to standard, ene they should not share. i 
ing from left to right: Mrs. Helen Wallick. Chief Operator; Miss Nettie Foster, Miss Hulda ; 0 —$<—$< 
Goos, Assistant Chief Operator (standing); Bertha Lewis, Night Operator; Grace Paxton, The company is interested, however, AN ODE TO CENTRAL 
Anna Aggenberger, Sophia Sievers, Dell Aggenberger and Pauline Bajeck, not so much in theories as in securing tablet Ses eS 
° e Ww sSwers our signa 
a proper return. A standardization of TAT ERUON GR eM eee andi apie. 
THE VICTORY LOAN EL PeWehanccaiatanitmillibemveckesbos charges will go far towards putting this Is worthy of more condescension 
Uncle Sam is getting ready to float the fore the matter is finally arranged. service on an equitable basis. Re VEER UM eT Pan ee 
last loan of the war, and he expects every The only difference in expense between Remember the steps she has saved you, 
patriotic citizen to do his or her share now and while the war was on is that NOT GERM CATCHERS Or called you lest you should forget; 
towards making this loan as great a suc- represented by the expenditure for war E teleoh had hi Informed you of ball scores or races, 
cess as any of the Liberty loans placed material. The army is rapidly getting ! ee aes Hate wana ay, aC 1S Or news you'd not otherwise get. 
during the war. The Liberty loan pro- smaller, and this means that the ex- Baa pacts Ai a Da un eP if Se aN i Who calls the police or the firem 
ceeds were devoted to the task of land- penses of maintenance is growing less. am Be Eh ne a an es ve That you your chattels may aves 
ing the soldier boys in camp fully equip- It must not be forgotten, however, that fee Pyne Mes - fave in pout Or tells you when trains are belated 
ped and supported and to maintain them in nearly every instance, when a Liberty a, aine y most laymen and a lew Or the coming predicted cold wave. 
while they were in action. The Victory loan was floated, the money was needed doctors that the mouthpiece, because of SSS AWA CaL AN Rea ca a A Va 
loan is needed to bring them back home for expenses already incurred and con- its peculiar shape, is a regular and well- And switch the line Bae coven) 
again, put them through the demobil- tracted for. This is true, in a measure developed germ catcher. These experi- yor that surely isn’t in keeping — 
ization camps, pay them off and send of the Victory loan. 4 ences doubtless ran all the way from the With the Golden Rule’s teaching to do. 
woman who wouldn’t use the telephone 


them home with a “well done” and a “God 
bless you.” 

The same necessity exists for sacrifice 
and support of this loan as was true 
while the war was in progress. The 
money is to be used for war purposes in 
just as true a sense as was the money 
that came from the sale of Liberty 
bonds. We are not yet out of the war. 
Peace has not been formally declared 


While the duty of war is absent to urge 
us to our full patriotic senses, that duty is 
just as plain now, and it points to our 
full co-operation and support in float- 
ing these bonds. Arrange to take your 
share. They will be sold as before, for 
cash or in installments. Everybody must 
get behind and put it across. Peace is 
certainly worth more than war, and it is 
costing us less. 


4! 


for fear a germ might crawl in over the 
wire from the home of a sick friend to 
the one who boiled the entire instrument 
after she learned that a neighbor who 
had used it had been taken down with 
the influenza. 

The doctors got into the game when 
the health commision of Boston issued a 
notice suggesting that transmitter 
mouthpieces be unscrewed and then wiped 
out with a 95 per cent solution of wood 


Remember that ‘Central’ is human 
And therefore quite likely to err; 

And next time your party don’t answer 
Don’t lay the blame ALL upon her. 


When she’s seemingly slow in responding 
To that impatient signal you send 
Remember there’s others to answer 
As well as the one from your end. 


Be courteous and she will return it; 
Don’t try to appear at your worst; 

And note how you'll help your own service 
For with ‘Central’ it’s all Service First. 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT : SELL THE SPACE is not done the fault can usually be traced 
Directory advertising seems to be go-_ toa fear on the part of the man in charge 
A prowales the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January ing strong in the few spring books that’ that if he does it may teach someone who 
Bn BENG AEROS Gi TUG CUBIS CAAT GE) VORA ES GEE DEN Ela ere have already been printed. It is hoped will later crowd him out of his job. 
Jan.1, 19 Mar. 31, 19 Gain Loss Jan.1, ’19 Mar. 31, ’19 Gain Loss that it will keep up throughout the year. Wherever this happens this is also true, 
1 Lincoln .......... 18775 14091 316 .... 59 Louisville -..... 256 250. .... 6 Why shouldn’t it? There are plenty that the department head who entertains 
2 Hastings ...... 3119 3144 25  ... 60 Tobias ............ 261 244 ... 17 of signs indicating’ that 1919 will see such an idea and acts upon it very soon 
Pearce secone tied aery 3 <! es Braward esac Bop go 2 3 2 wave of advertising, and the folks crowds himself out of his own job for 
OPK --------2---- ose envil .......... ---- directly responsible for the sale of space the reason that an executive’s value is 
Nebr Git ay 10e0 ee 2 id ee Hee cue Wy. a poe ay Ths: in our seventy directories should mark judged, not so much by what he himself 
TeAuburn ae 118700 1137) en ee Gaia tan mene 226,226). 2) Sephachi he coins Ry oe ehenvees SE ee aE ea UNOS BOL 
8 Plattsmouth.. 1029 1022 ... 7 66 Steinauer ..... 231 8222 9 all-round mediums in the market. There- ast , 
9 Uni. Place. ly te 919 221 2 fore, why shouldn’t we sell our share, The average man thinks of men like 
10 S d AS i ee OD Go Oe Oech y 209 209 A We should and will Schwab sitting by a desk piled high with 
eward .......... 926 982 6.  ... 68 Ong one. nswer: We should and will. in 
11 Wahoo .......... tM, PPA PAS 69 Greenwood .... 210 207 3 | It’s a peculiar thing about our direc- papers awaiting his perusal and approv- 
12 David City...... 918 915 .... 8 70 Murray .......... 209 206 .... 3 4 tories. Many of them carry acommend- al. As a matter of fact the high-up men 
a atime asi ger eee 2 35 a Remora ee ed ae ee we 4 able amount of advertising, and possibly in any business are of the greatest value 
Shland ........ eat ellwood ........ <= the best recommendation the books have only when they have trusted subordinates 
1p Buperion ence=sn= ie us 8... ie agans Soe ae AOC 6 2 is that the great majority of these peo- to do practically all of the detail and 
IT istramatite ie e681 e6ON TAD. Nae) wuBiDateyt tl: 194 191 “8 ple iste Yate us STOMA CAT LOY CT NO ESE Ba Ce Ut on at ar oS OR ga 
18 Friend B-- 643 649 Githew du 76 Belpilexc i bape 159 189 30 a increasing their space. Yet we have a_ Big business does not want and cannot 
19 Osceola ..... 622 631 9 .. 77 Brock ......... 190 189 ... 1 few books that keepjonjlagemg. )1tainot) | use one) man crecuuivess ithe man nor 
20 Harvard ..... 613 618 Bb cans 73 Panama .......- 191 188  .... 3 the fault of the medium. It’s not the must have everything at his ngers’ end. 
21 Geneva .......... 578 582 4 ... 19 Cordova ........ 1 SAT SAG) eee vee fault of related conditions apparently, This lesson ought not to be lost on 
22 Hebron .......... 579 579 ede 80 Saronville .... 176 177 Lee for invariably there are directories under executives, no matter how small their 
23 Wilber ......... 551 555 Ce he Hie 81 Nehawka ....... WYP) altyéry 5 ieee similar conditions where the space is - department. Develop the material worth 
ae Rose cena Ege BBO aig 12 ee Ee weecnssceees “Ue nes Sac ; sold almost to capacity. wae atts pehee Ss aie push you 
ie ... 83 Juniata -......... ns The thing to remember just now is higher and not pull you lower. 
26 Sterling ........ 486 480 ... 6 84 Hampton ...... 168 167 ..... 1 th ) . 
; at there’s going to be a bunch of ad- 
28 Collage Wie yaa haan vole i Ub seicantetensiaall 462° 160 eae vergisine jdone, alee sand Ataszous 
29 Humboldt ...... 446 440 ..... 6 87 Garland .......... aSaR Gal pees | eos 
30 Dorchester .. 488 441 3. ... 88 Colon ........... Wel SIeBY PB) increases. Every employe can help the 
31 Edgar ............ 4382 422 .... 10 #$=$§89 Nemaha ......... Weys, ae PA aM ost : cause by keeping our books in mind when 
32 Havelock ...... 422 421 .... 1 90 Ithaca ............ 189 141 Be : they come in touch with business friends. 
oy SRE Se tae es 338 ave b cee a hayes wenenenm= ae 146 1 -.-- After all, it’s mostly a matter of deter- 
eaver sg ons: Yatton  .....--- Bre Wh mination on the part of the selling forces 
35 Clay Center. 397 392 .... 5! oe es creek aes 138 he i ar and the manner in which they approach 
Z6 xeten spose ait ane 4 “3 O56 Didier aidan 122 126 a as al the selling job, there being no doubt of 
38 Milford eal 355 366 11 .... #96 Octavia ae, 117 125 Sy Nats the possibility of selling practically all 
39 Shelby .......... 866 362 ... 4 97 Shickley ........ 126) et 2S" ht TES available space. 
40 Fairmont ...... 359 360 n Le A 98 Bruno ............. 116 121 5) ees a 
41 Dunbar .......... 855 356 rite Wyeee 99 Malcolm ........ WP. AN ae 2 FUTURE EXECUTIVES 
42 Fairfield ........ 369 354 ye? 15 100 Garrison ........ 119 117 2 One of the biggest executives in New 
8 Dewees poses aoe 2 i aoe ae ees Pon Ton 3 1 York said, not long ago, that the one 
mMWwood ...... AV AREHIND Baer ti thing which he demanded of every man 
Aa Vibes ei sono de g ot Ped “9 4 sat ea aad pe 4 2 1 in charge of a department of his busi- 
Senet eat ae Shien 1h alee 9 ness was that he devote less time to the 
47 Cedar Bluffs.. 332 327  .... 5 ae Douglas tie toe a8 “46 details of the management than to de- 
en) OM Aah ne 
49 Waco ANT 302 316 6 to7 Panline hu! 7h Wai Ali t\naules veloping future executives. What he 
50 Adams .......... 3138 314 1 ... ‘108 Brownville .... 80 82 2 (iykee meant was this, that the best executive, 
51 Bradshaw .... 815 307. 8 109 Clatonia ........ 67 63 yu 4 the best manager, is the one who can 
52 McCool .......... 300 293... 7 110 Pleasant Dale 54 ay Nee y enthuse and encourage those with whom 
58 Crab Orch’d.. 280 278  .... 2 111 Strang .......... 38 33 : he works so that they develop qualities 
54 Plymouth ...... 212 271... 1 SS SSS of initiative and action rather than the 
Be aN scorers Pal aoe I "3 Totals............-- 59131 59516 662 277 one who assumes all the responsibility 
57 Talmage 864. 254 .... 10 Net gain since January 1, 1919_.......... 385 and assumes all the functions and wisdom 
58 Ceresco ...... 256 252 ... 4 Gain for March, 1919......................--..-- 386 of the staff. 


Every department in a business ought Miss Marie Sheehy, Asst. Chief Operator at 
to develop its own material. Where this Sutton. 
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MISS NELLIE GUMBEL 
Chief Operator, Seward 

Miss Gumbel has been employed at the Sew- 
ard exchange to be exact, 6 years, 2 months 
and 18 days. This length of time, after mak- 
ing deductions for absences up to April Ist, 
1919. She has worked as ‘“A’”’ operator, night 
operator, assistant chief under Mrs. Helen 
Wallick, and finally Chief Operator. Accord- 
nig to reports last received, our subscribers 
were getting good Service. ..Ten operators in- 
cluding Chief Operator handle the traffic in 
Seward, it being 10th in the territory in re- 
gard to the number of phones, January 31st. 


AN OUT-OF-DATE NOTION 

The Nebraska legislature, for probably 
the fourth time, has defeated an effort 
to secure the enactment of a law giving 
the state railway commission power to 
determine whether a competing public 
utility may enter a field occupied by 
another. This is known as the necessity 
and convenience law. Several states have 
it, but Nebraska legislators are still far 
behind the times and possess the out-of- 
date notion that a free hand should be 
given to every person who, from poor 
judgment, spite or ignorance, seeks to 
enter the public utility field. 

Such a law as was proposed is a per- 
fect corollary of the system of public 
regulation. So long as a public utility is 
exposed to the possibility of having its 
investment destroyed or greatly depre- 
ciated in value the public, to be just and 
fair, must compensate it for the extra 


risk involved when the money is invested 
in a plant. The public does not do this. 
Public regulation involves a restriction of 
the returns on the investment, and when 


it undertakes to limit how much a man — 


may earn on property devoted to the 
public use it owes him the duty of seeing 
that his investment is protected fully. 
It cannot do this if it refuses to enact 
a law giving the regulatory body power 
to say whether a rival company may en- 
ter the same field. 

This refusal is all the more inexplic- 
able when we consider that the constant 
effort of the state regulatory commission 
is to inspire confidence in the earning 
power of public utility stocks, and it can- 
not do this without the protection of such 
alaw. The state passed a law some years 


’ ago giving the railway commission power 


to supervise the issuance of stock and 
bonds so that the public might be pro- 
tected against the floatation of securities 
that represented no investment. Now 
it refuses to protect the dollar that has 
gone into that stock. 

The only remedy the commission has 
left, by this refusal of the legislature, is 
to refuse to put the state’s stamp of 
approval on any stocks and bonds issued 
to construct competing plants where re- 
gulated public utilities are properly per- 
power of public utility stocks, and it can- 
not afford to approve any securities that 
are certain to depreciate in value. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION 
THE ACCIDENT: 

A copper wire scratch on first finger 
of right hand. 
THE RESULT: 

The scratch became infected, resulting 
in blood poison which proved to be very 
painful and rendered the entire arm use- 
less for a number of days. A great 
amount of suffering resulted. 


PREVENTION: 

If the proper First Aid had been ad- 
ministered and the ‘proper diligence exer- 
cised in dressing the wound all this 
suffering would no doubt have been 
avoided. Scratches and abrasions should 
be thoroughly cleansed and dressed with 
an antiseptic preparation to avoid infec- 
tion. Blood poison commonly results 
from neglecting slight accidents. 

“Interest yourself in the principles of 
First Aid to the injured.” 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 9 


THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructors 


THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously During Total Aver. 
Reported March To Date Grade 
Answers to bessontbe a eee ae 406 15 421 9634 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson I...........-..... 390 30 420 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I................ 283 10 293 971% 
Answers) to Lesson) Winn ee ee 197 8 205 98 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson ILI............... 176 21 197 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II..........._- 112 6 118 95% 
IANS WEES LOWMESSON Limes nese eet ee ee ee 110 8 118 93 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson III................ 79 48 127 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III...........- 52 9 61 98 
Answers to Lesson IV.....-.-.2.22.2-22.22222-.e-e-- eee anne 57 4 61 96% 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV................ 40 22 62 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV.........- 32 13 45 97 
Answers to Lesson V......-.----..--.-::-----2---00-eeceeceseeeeee 30 . 380 99 


STUDENTS WIN PROMOTION 
During the month of March we held demonstrations at Tecumseh, Beatrice, 
Fairbury, Fairmont, Sutton, Harvard, Hastings, Ong, York, Stromsburg, David City 


and Lincoln. 


General conditions are now more nearly normal The fact is reflected in greater 
interest on the part of the students. Many who had neglected the school work dur- 
ing abnormal conditions are now taking it up again and looking forward to ad- 


vancement with the Company. 


The school is constantly becoming a greater factor in promotion and advance- 
ment. During the first quarter of this year 55 men in the Plant Department have 
advanced to more important positions or have won an increase in salary. 45 of 
the 55 or 82% of all the men who were advanced were Satisfactory Students of the 


Course in Practical Telephony. 


Of the remaining 10, 4 were enrolled, but in the ‘slow’? column, while 6 were 


not enrolled. 


In other words 4 out of every 5 promotions, so far this year, have gone to 


Satisfactory Students. 
Thirty minutes study per day will 
education in the satisfactory class and 


place any man who has an eighth grade 
keep him there. Time spent in study is 


the best investment you can make. Size up the men who study and the men who 
don’t, compare their positions and prospects and decide for yourself. 
New students are starting on Lesson I every week. Now is a good time to start. 


RAN INDIANS IN ON THEM 


One of the good jokes played by Ameri- 
can telephone men on the Germans was 
perpetrated by a colonel of the signal 
corps who had two genuine Sioux In- 
dians on his list. ! 


Because of the nature of the country 
in the Argonne the Germans found it 
easy to cut in on the field telephone lines. 
The commander of one brigade was par- 
ticularly annoyed by enemy wire-tappers 
in densely-wooded part. Code messages 
from artillery observers were being con 
stantly intercepted by their listeners-in, 
and codes are not proof against the in- 
genuity of signal corps men. 

To stop it two Sioux Indians were de- 
tailed as telephone operators. One was 


detailed to go forward with the artillery 
observer and the other to remain at the 
receiving end of the wire which the 
artillery commander was sure had been 
tapped that day by the boches. 

The Indians: were both intelligent, will- 
ing soldiers, and their instructions were 
to use their language in talking. It 
sounded a whole lot like code, but it 
wasn’t, when these redskins got to talk- 
ing, and the result was that there was no 
more tipping off of what was coming 
from the artillery. 

The scheme worked so well that the 
Sioux were on the job for three days 
and three nights, and in that time the ob- 
jectives were made without any inter- 
ference through advance knowledge of 
what was going to happen. 
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THE POWER OF THE WILL 

Psychologists divide persons into three 
classes, the I wills, the I won’ts, and the 
I can’ts. Which class do you belong to? 
The question is an important one, not an 
impertinent one, for if you belong in the 
last-named class you never will get any- 
where, and if you belong in the second- 
named class you can’t get anywhere. 

The successful men and women of to- 
day all belong to the I will class, and 
they belong there because they deter- 
mined at some period in their lives that 
they would use the power given them to 
make of themselves what they willed. 
You can also belong, if you make up your 
mind to do it and then stick to the task. 

To will to do a thing is to start in 
motion the most powerful forces of the 
body. It is the power of self-direction 
and is higher than the mind because it 
is the force that drives the mind along 


the desired lines. When you have willed 
that a certain thing shall come your way 
you have actually started it in your di- 


rection. 

The will develops from exercise, just 
as your muscles develop from use, and 
when you have developed it to its capa- 
city and learned to focus it upon the ob- 
ject sought there is no power on earth 
to prevent your attainment of that ob- 
ject. 

These are not stilted phrases from the 
books of the psychologists but leaves 
taken from the experience of living hu- 
man beings. If you insist on being an I 
can’t, you put up the bars against your 
achievement of anything. One of the 
most famous of eastern professors, Wil- 
liam James, said: “The development 
and education of.the will is of far great- 
er importance, as shaping the destiny 
of the individual, than that of the intel- 
lect. It is by doing that we learn to do; 
by overcoming that we learn to over- 
come; by obeying reason and conscience 
that we learn to obey.” 


TWO OF A KIND 

It has often been suspected that one 
reason why more persons do not rise 
in their business or profession is that 
they look upon opportunity and hard 
work as being two of a kind. Maybe 
they are, but that is not a very good reas- 
on why opportunity should not be wel- 
comed and seized. 


The history of business and industry 
can be searched from one end to the other 
and it will be discovered that there are 
very few persons who are listed as hard 
workers who have stuck by the same job 
all the years. Of course, there must be 
intelligent application to hard work, but 
one of the fine things about toiling earn- 
estly and steadfastly is that it teaches 
one all that he needs to know about the 
task in hand and fits him for the tasks 
above that pay better. 

The moral of which is that because 
opportunity is wearing the garb of hard 
work when she knocks at your door and 
presents herself to view she should not be 
turned down. Hard work creates oppor- 
tunity and opportunity often calls for 
hard work to develop all her capacities. 
Two of a kind they are, but worth tying 
to. 


Harold Arnold, whose smiling countenance 
hos won him hosts of friends. Harold is the 
21% year old son of the Beatrice Wire Chief, 
G. B. Arnold. 


BON Nett eiecccsecterrceree see ee 372 17 

: Geresco) aa re 252 52 
College View .......-....--..-.... ALS 29 
; DAV. 6 Yp preter ere eee OL .85 
, JD Xspay ey ae Nee A eke 137 18 
GLECNWO0d wneeei.eeeeeeeecceeeneeeeee 207 30) 

Havelock. ....2......--cecssccsccosseseee- 421 Le: 

AT CO] ese rece 14091 19 

Ma leolim ye cicccceses 120 10 

Panama (eer aie eee 188 14 

Pleasant Dale ...................... 151 “s 

RayMond coccccnc.ceececees-.seneee 195 .53 

enrny aE key) See 1021 .O7 

Waverly | cn.nncccecee ccececesocente 2211 29 
District. 18015 .20 


Adams) \2.24..22/22 2 330 .29 
Ashland 2 eee 795 1 6 
FAT DUTT eee ee nae 1137 78 
Beatrice eee 2646 .23 
Brock) (228 ie eae eee 194. 2.94 
Brownville ........ RE SE &2 tL 
ULT, J oe norcadens seer eee te 169 42 
Clatonia\: 26 oe a 123 1.20 
Cookit ce ee ee 820 oo 
Crab Orchard.....................- 278 92 
De Witt ee ee retirossee 354 .30 
Douglas) 22. eee eee 186 7) 
DUMNDAL .2.neeeecce ese eceee scores 806 ol 
BUK Creek  oooiiiiieeecceesececcecceee 139 50 
EIMWO00Gd eee enee eee ceeeeee Po Ny 45 
abe ~A e 1715 28 
Milley,“ ws-2rsue. Ue ew 182 1.89 
Humboldt ......0..2..... 523 82 
wohnson, OZ eee eae 283 2.62 
Louisville .......n...-csceeeeeee 297 .64 
MULLEy  -..ccccececece-cenctecesese--ee-s 206 1.76 
Nebraska City ...............-.... 1669 3:3) 
Nehawka  eeceeeeceeeceeeeseeeeeee-- 206 74 
Nemaha 2.2. eee 142 1.34 
Otoe fe eee ae 100 .62. 
Pickre]] 2220 MaU ee See, 118 .68 
’ Plattsmouth .....................-- 1022 .60 
{ IAAT (nee 271 46 
\ Steimauer o..ecceeccecccecsseeeneee-s 222 1.10 
Sterlin pie. eee 480 22 
SYQPACUSC  on.ic.. ceca cee cceesnecesee 567 .40 
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Av’g Same 


Qr. 


Number Per Mo. last 
Phones ‘Tel. 
Central District... 18015 $ .20 
Southern District............ 18319 49 
Western District................12487 .63 
Northern District..............12706 65 
Totals... eee 61527 46 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


Wymore (2a..ndce eA 550 84 > 
Districts s. cee 18319 49 


| Malmagye 23 Se hee ee ; 
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Tobiag') Lk eee eae: 244 AT 
Weeping Water .......-....... 469 AT 
Wilber 22)... ae eee! 555 32 


ry") 
oo] anet 
w| pais 


ae 
02 wom 
oO 


BRBSERRBAS 


to 
7) 


; 3 
- ¢ 


7 feds 
EaASSRS 


l kau keule: eehe) akieee 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 
Av’g Same 
Number Per Mo. last 
Phones Tel. Qr. 


Beaver Crossing .....-......-.-- = oot 84 1.06 
BellWood  .2..2..2....2.---2-----000-- 198 1.16 2.32 
Benedict \j- ee eee 255 1.15 1.11 
Bradshaw, 2:22.22 —- SUT 1.32 1.20 
Brain aC a en f -26 wks 
Bruno oo ear ee ates 121 .o9 1.39 
Cedar Bluffs .......W.............. 327 .o9 07 
Colo 1 eee neee 143 AT 1.15 
Cordova en es 209 -70 38 
David) City). ees 915 .46 08 
Dwight eee 104 40 46 
Garland 2.82 eon eee 179 1.20 R33) 
Garrison eis ee 117 1.15 .93 
Gresham" (2.22 sae 375 21 asi] 
Hampton ............. ee tt ee 173 .68 .60 
Tthaca,)) 22) 2S ee” 141 88 1.45 
Taushton.2) ee eee 90 .on 67 
McCool¥ 2 Ses ee 293 1.07 1.35 
Mead /) 0.2 2 ee ee 9, PA? 1.06 2.02 
Mil forda teas eee 496 61 40 
Octavia} e222) ae 125 .92 .65 
Osceola: | +288... Sea 649 13 OT 
Polkt fe ee ONS 526 90 97 
Seward (2:22.28 Lee 1022 94 89 
Shelby, f)<... 2 See es 862 1.15 2.24 
Stromsburg  ................-----0-- 698 27 .20 
TAMOTAW Ee eee 202 1.74 1.82 
Thayer ee eens 140 ma 16 
Utica ly see eae ae 347 86 15 
WACO) fe ee Se eee 316 96 1.07 
Wahoo [kts a eee 922 109 394 
VOrksy. ee eee eee . 1862 .25 27 
VAD ene ee Ee ee = 226 59 S87 

District..........-.-----.---1 2706 .6 .73 

WESTERN DISTRICT 

Belvidere .... Lecvettesstseeteece EL OO 1.10 89 
Carleton cer cagectcetoteseserce 188 17 .82 
Clay WCenter) eee 392 31 .08 
Dorchester ..........--...ee--..-0+2 441 63. .69 
Hdgary Seles vee ea 456 .62 ila 2 
Exeter : Sea 410 8&8 1.20 
Wairhiel dh (ee eee 396 84 1.13 
Mainmon ti eee 360 41 .99 
Friend . Soeswonsreareeste sate OAD 56 24 
Geneva | 2.5 te 800 1.01 1.25 
Glen vil }.22° 2 SRS: 235 .64 1.20 
Gratton) =... eee 202 Mess 2 66 
Hiangen (23 23.28 Se aoe 164 5S .96 
jel gel) ea 618 .02 .O1 
EVastin gs 2222 cetera 3144 42 4 
EV GRO Ti Perce ceeeenseeeeteeesee teens 580 97 111 
JUNIa tae Be ee 16S .44 06 
WOOD ee 199 .69 99 
Ong 2 Bue ee ee ae 240 .80 1.25 
Pauline! (2.2 lee ek 85 .30 48 
IPTOBSEL Y -ccote oreo ies 136 58 88 
Red Cloud ...........2... 2. tte 239 56 22 
Saronville 22.2.2... c..cccemece ee 177 11 .08 
Shickley 2222 sa sat 402 2.04 1.83 
Strang yy sat ees 84 18 1.78 
SUPCTiO“  ...nn-. ec eeeseceeseeee sees S68 5D .66 
Sutton. 204202 e cs. 665 1.21 1.20 

DIS GriCt. Sect 12487 .63 TT 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, MARCH, 1919 


Rank Station Chief Operator 


% J % Te 
Out lai Thru Total Calls 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


28 Lincoln................ Miss A. Scouller............. 13.4 9.7 169 18.7 28692 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 

19 Ashland..._-........... Mrs. C. Hood....... ace Ode en 9.3 1.5 14 10.0 1673 
21 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............. 9.8 9.0 18.2 114 £1709 
20 Dorchestevr..........- Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 9.6 12.0 0.0 9.5 661 
29 Friend.................- Miss V. Belden................ 14.00 110 14.0 18.0 938 
23 Louisville.......—..... Mrs. E. Bartar............... 10.0 15.3 7.0 9.5 800 
1 Plattsmouth..._.... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 3.1 5.0 9.0 6.0 1828 
26 Seward.................. Miss N. Gumbel........._- 11.0 5.0 11.00 10.0 2485 
15 Wahoo.......-......----- Miss Blanche Ladnev...... 7.6 6.6 8.5 7.0 2172 
8 W. Watevr............- Miss E. Reed..-..............- 6.5 7.9 6.6 6.5 998 
Total or Average................--0-.--c--+02- 9.4 7.9 10.6 9.7 138264 

WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
2 Ndcarie sae Mrs. M. Beal...............-.... 4.1 2.0 6.1 4,5 738 
4 Eixeter............000...- Mrs. R. Alley...............--- 4.8 2.1 6.5 4.6 740 
14 Fairmont.........-.... Miss E. Prescott.........-.. 7.3 3.0 7.8 6.7 925 
7 Geneva.................. Miss G. Aldrup..............-- 6.0 7.5 9.7 7.2 2064 
5 Harvard................ Miss E. Hein.............-..---- 5.4 3.0 11.5 7.7 740 
19A Hastings................ Miss H. Richeson........--- 9.3 12.6 162 105 8608 
10 MHebron.................. Miss M. McKenzie.......... 6.7 7.8 9.5 8.1 1082 
25 Osceola...............-.. Miss M. Shelmadine...—. 10.7 181 17.3 15.4 105 
11 Red Cloud........... Miss L. Barrett.............. _ 6.9 7.4 13.0 9.5 706 
24 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts.............- 10.5 11.5 22.3 12.1 664 
18 Superior............... Miss M. Atwater............ 8.2 12.3 15.3 10.6 2736 
6 Sutton.......-.....-...- Miss M. MeDonald.........: 5.6 8.0 0.0 4.7 796 
131 Ay Vorks or i Ae Miss J. Michenev.........--- 7.2 1380 14.7 9.9 2986 
Total or Average............-.cc---ccceeeeeeee 7.1 10.38 12.5 9.3 23485 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. 0. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
17 Auburn.................. Miss A. O’Donnell......... ! 8.0 7.2 10.3 8.4 2390 
18A Beatrice................. Miss A. Potts.................. 8.7 8.3 10.8 8.5 5916 
183A DeWitt... Miss B. Benson..........-..--- 12) 6.2 7.2 7.2 622 
22 Fairbury............... Miss B. McNabb.............- 10.0 12.0 11.0 10.9 2895 
27 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan..............- i 111 100 00 10.7 1053 
15A Nebraska City.....Miss E. Felthauserv........ 7.6 9.0 9.9 8.1 3150 
9 Syracuse............... Miss Emma Staack.......- 6.6 8.8 9.4 7.8 955 
3 Tecumseh............. Miss E. Smith..............---- 4.7 9.7 11.8 9.3 1051 
12 Wilber..& awe Miss M. Mashek......-....--. 7.1 8.2 7.6 74 T77 
16 Wymore............---. Miss L. Hollett.............--. rei 4.4 8.5 7.9 982 
Total or AVe@Yrage......:.-....cc.0c---cccsceseeddocecesucceee She Sal 9.1 10.0 8.7 19791 
Total or Average for February......-...-—----- 8.8 11.0 11.8 10.6 68685 
Total or Average for March.............-.--.:---- 9.5 9.2 12.0 10.7 80282 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Agnes Barlow, operator at Hebron, 
resigned effective March 30, and expects to 
move to Dix, Neb., where she has accepted 
a position with the Telephone Company. 

Miss Helen Zitek has been employed as 
student operator at Hebron, to fill the vacancy 
of Miss Barlow. 

The County Sheriff presented the Hebron 
operators with a large box of chocolates in 


appreciation of good service rendered. 

Mrs. Esther Hunter and Miss Floa Stucker 
have been employed at the York traffic de- 
partment. 

Miss Bunice Shrum, York operator, has re- 
signed effective Mareh 20. 

Miss Margaret Bethscheider, operator: at 
Hebron, spent a ten day vacation with relatives 
at Harbine. 
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Miss Anna Willy, operator at Hebron, re- 
signed and was married, Tuesday March 4, 
to DeRoy Helfer, who has charge of the Dun- 
bar exchange. Miss Willy has been with us 
for three years and a half, and will be greatly 
missed. We extend congratulations and best 
wishes for a prosperous and happy life. 

Miss Marie Willy, night operator at Hebron, 
gave a miscellaneous shower Wednesday, Feb- 
ruary 26, in honor of her cousin, Miss Anna 
Willy, to about thirty of her friends. At ten 
o’clock a mock wedding took place, after 
which refreshments were served. Many beau- 
tiful and useful presents were received and 
everyone had a most delightful time. 

Prof. Jensen of Wesleyan University and a 
class of forty students were visitors at the 
Lincoln plant during the month of March. 
The class was divided into groups and con- 
dected» thru the fvarious departments ‘by 
Messrs. Cary and Lansing of the switch- 
room. Following the trip thru the plant a 
Short talk was given them by A. A. Stoker in 
the class room. 

On March 20, twenty-seven girls of the 
Junior Civic League from Capitol and Iverett 
schools were taken thru the local plant by Mr. 
Thorgrimson and Mr. Lansing. Mr. Blodgett 
gave a short talk in toll test room and Mr. 
Wlliott gave a brief talk in the class room. 

Members of the switchroom wish to thank 
the company for the First Aid kit recently 
installed. This should eliminate some acci- 
dent reports. 

C. H. Johnson is enjoying a month’s leave 
of absence from the switchroom. We hope he 
will return full of vim, vigor and vitality. 

I’. A. Toeller assumed the duties of the main 
office night man on March 30, relieving A. O. 
Andrews, who is now working days. 

Miss Peck has been nursing a _ crippled 
finger for some days. This accident happened 
prior to the installation of our first aid kit. 

Miss Heck, former observation operator of 
the switchroom, visited the exchange recently. 

C. H. Brown received a letter from Lester 
Gjerman stating that all is well Over There, 
and that they hoped to leave soon for the 
States. 

Miss Irene Baker, line supervisor, is spend- 
ing a week’s vacation at her home in Teka- 
mah. 

Miss Lillian Curtis, line operator. is con- 
fined to the Isolation Hospital with small 
pox. , 

The following Lincoln operators are tak- 
ing their vacations: Miss Dorothy Higgins, 
Miss Manes, Miss Walsworth, and Miss Karr. 


Miss Irene Peery, information, was called 
out of the city on.acecount of the death of 
a sister. 

Mrs. Schneberger, cook in the cafeteria at 
Lincoln, is away on account of poor health. 
Mrs, Mathewson, a former cook for us, is 
taking her place. 


The following girls have been employed 
as operators: Misses Inez Schuck, Edith Me- 
Grath, Fern McLaughlin, Jeanette Martenson, 
Elma Fredrickson and Evelyn Garr. 


The following exchanges have reported no 
balances uncollected to April 1: Havelock, 
Pleasant Dale and Thayer. This looks very 
good for the managers of these exchanges, 
and we hope they can keep up the good work. 


Mrs. Bailey, former chief operator at Yutan, 
visited the Wahoo office, one day last month. 

Miss Ella Jacobson, toll operator at Wahoo. 
has accepted the position of assistant chief 
operator to fill the vacancy left by Miss Ruth 
Quinn. 

Mrs. M. Monteen, of Wahoo presented the 
operators with two large boxes of bon bons 
in appreciation of the courtesy and good ser- 
vice rendered. 

George Cruickshank, former manager at 
Yutan, has been transferred to the Plant De- 
purtment at Wahoo. 

The Misses Louise Enns, Anna Enns, Inez 
Nelson and Marting Almquist, operators at 
Wahoo, recently enrolled for the correspond- 
ence course in toll operating. 

Sylvester Cunningham, ‘brother of Miss 
Thelma Cunningham, toll operator at Wahoo, . 
recently returned from the navy. He was 
stationed at the Great Lakes Training Sta- 
tion, Ill. 

Mr. Olaf Watson, a farmer on the Wahoo ex- 
change, presented Miss Gretchun Lindercamp, 
operator, with a box of chocolates in appreci- 
ation of courtesy and good service rendered 
by her. 

Fr. E. Behm, District Plant Chief from Lin- 
coln, held a meeting for the plant employees 
at Wahoo, February 11. Those present from 
out of town were K. B. Carey, Lincoln, Geo. 
Cruickshank, Yutan, Mr. Duteher, Yutan, and 
Cc. S. Nevens, Cedar Bluffs. 

Miss Lorene Gould has been employed in 
the traffic department at Wahoo. © 

Mr. Joe Kudrna of Wahoo presented the 
toll operators with a box of chocolates in ap- 
preciation of good service rendered. 


Lieut. Thompson of the Balloon School at 
Fort Omaha recently visited the operating 
room at Wahoo. He was on his way from 
Fort Omaha to Lincoln in a balloon. 


On Friday March 14, a small cyclone went 
thru the territory one mile east of Bellwood 
doing considerable damage to out buildings 
and telephone lines. Manager Haberman and 
helper of Bellwood were having the pleasant 
job of trying to get their car out of a mud 
hole when the storm struck. Mr. Haberman 
says he never was in such a hurry to get some- 
where without going in all his life. He says 
he didn’t mind the wind so much, but the 
hail was “hard to take.’’ 


fre PTR PES ree 


Manager Haberman with his trusty (?) fliv- 
er going thru mud at the rate of no miles 
per hour. 
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On Thursday evening, March 27, about fif- 
teen couples of the Service department had a 
dance at the Elks Temple. Through the kind- 
ness of Mr. Cheuvront, formerly of the Com- 
mercial Department, they were able to have 
the dance there. 

A certain subscriber asked one of our 
troublemen if he had any extra batteries with 
him. The troubleman told him that he had. 
The subscriber then asked him to put some 
in his phone because the bells didn’t ring 
good. 

Mr. Behm received a letter from Bert F. 
Dougherty, dated February 9, Kharbarovsk, 
Siberia: Said he had received The Telephone 
News, which he was glad to get. They are 
having nice weather there. He tends the 
switchboard nights, and thinks it isn’t a bad 
job. The ‘natives’ have a peculiar system of 
using the telephone, i. e., they ring the phone. 
then central answers, then they hang up and 
Ting again, then hang up and wait until the 
other party rings, then they ring and then 
take the receiver down and start to talk, 
which he says sounds rather like ‘‘Da-Da’”’:or 
“Nit.” Says he is feeling fine and sends the 
boys his regards. 

The News notes with gratification that con- 
ditions at Cedar Bluffs are now normal, due 
to the efficiency of C. I. Nevens, Manager, and 
Mrs. Bertha McMurray, Chief Operator. 

Miss Elizabeth Reed, Chief Operator at 
Wahoo, spent a few days last week in Suther- 
land, Nebraska. 

Mrs. Bessie Ramsey, Chief Operator at 
Tamora, spent two days at her home in Pal- 
myra last week. Miss Ashton of Seward took 
her place during her absence. 

R. O. Parks of Beatrice claims his Ford 
eats more oil than a Packard, requires more 
attention than a hothouse flower and runs 
ordinarily like a “Singer” with a broken belt. 
Otherwise he claims it is the best in the Dis- 
trict. The News opines that in a great many 
instances, the altitude often affects Fords 
similarly. 

Miss Nelle Rhoades of Waterloo has been 
employed in the !Plattsmouth office to take the 
place of Miss Lewis, who leaves April first. 

Miss Sadie Dooley has been re-employed at 
the Plattsmouth office after two months visit 
at Palmer. 

Miss Lillian Adams, bookkeeper for Mr. 
Brown at Plattsmouth, has resigned to take up 
work in Omaha. 


Miss Lettie Foster and Mrs. Wallick of 
Plattsmouth spent Sunday March 2, in Omaha 
visiting Mrs. Wallick’s brother. 


Mrs. Dell Eggenberger leaves Plattsmouth 
April 5, to spend the summer in Lexington. 


Miss Hula Goos, Assistant Chief Operator, 
at the Plattsmouth exchange, spent March 22 
in Omaha shopping. 


Miss Anna Sievers, Chief Operator at David 
City, visited her home office March 24. We 
were very» glad to see her and proud that 
Piattsmouth can send out a Chief Operator 
every once in a while. 


Miss Hazel Nigh of the Commercial Sup- 
erintendent’s office, Lincoln, has resigned to 
take up work at the State House. Miss Vida 
Wilson, has been transferred from the Com- 
mercial Department to fill the vacancy left 
by Miss Nigh. 


M. T. Caster is in receipt of a letter from 
Sgt. Geo. F. Gorham, Libourne, France, dated 
February 15. Sgt. Gorham was formerly 
manager at Waco. He says he is in camp 
waiting for orders to embark and hopes to be 
home soon. He says besides himself there are 
left in his battalion ten men from the L. T. 
& T. Co. They are Chas. B. Meshier, P. A. 
Schmeltzer, Lester Gjerman, C. B. Scholz, 
Vernon Campbell, Paul A. Krahn, John M. 
Hobson, Thos. R. DeWolf, Ralph C. Jenkins 
and Ralph Baker. There were twenty-eight in 
the battalion when they were first formed, 
But he hasn’t heard of any that haye died. 
He has been receiving The Telephone News 
except the last three months, and says that he 
misses it very much as it kept him posted. 
He sends regards to all. 

A tractor demonstration was held at Hum- 
boldt Saturday, March 29. About twelve 
tractors were parading the streets at one time. 
It, no doubt, is a fact that they are very use- 
ful on a farm, but it is the opinion of a tele- 
phone operator they are neither “a thing of 
beauty or a joy forever,’ within hearing dis- 
tance of a telephone office. 

Miss Elizabeth Nofsger, night operator at 
Humboldt, went to Lincoln March 28, to spend 
the week end visiting friends. She expects 
to spend some time with Miss Lila Moyer, 
who is employed in the Lincoln Exchange, 

Lyle McClintock, who recently received his 
discharge from Battery B, 47th Regiment C. 
A. C., is visiting at the home of his brother 
Manager L. O. McClintock, of Humboldt. Mr. 
McClintock spent about five months in France 
and his accounts of his experiences and obser- 
vations of people and customs are very inter- 
esting. The helmet and gas-masks that he 
brought with him give an idea of how a 
soldier looks when ready for real work. 

Miss Edith Bowers, operator at Humboldt, 
spent several very enjoyable days in Kan- 
sas City, Mo., this month visiting friends and 
doing Some spring shopping. 

Miss Faye Boss, relief operator, at Hum- 
boldt, had a very severe attack of tonsilitis 
this month. It was necessary to lance her 
throat. 

J. Harry Scott, formerly employed by the 
City Mutual Telephone Co. of Humboldt, has 
received his discharge after two years service 
in the navy. He made ten trips across to 
France. He was on the U. S. S. San Diego, 
until it went down and then on the Mon- 
golia. 

Geo. Mehuron has resumed his position as 
wire chief at David City, having been recently 
discharged from duty at Camp Dodge. 

L. E. Hill was transferred to the Plant 
Department at David City April 1. 


Mrs. Mabel Neal, night operator at David 
City, has been off duty the past week on 
account of the “Flu.” 


The operators at David City recently re- 
ceived boxes of candy from George Schweser 
and Dr. Burdick in appreciation of good 
service rendered. 


Miss Emma Mishek, assistant chief operator 
at David City, recently, resigned her position. 


The operators at David City received a beau- 
tiful bouquet of carnations from Mrs. A. L. 
Mehuron, in appreciation of good service 
rendered. 
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Gerald Ralph Murphy, Asst. Dist. Traffic 
Chief, Western District. 


We are grieved to learn from Mr. C. P. 
Russell, Secretary and Assistant Treasurer, of 
the death of his mother, at Chariton, Iowa. 
The News,extends its greatest sympathy to 
Mr. Russell in his bereavement. 

A. EF. Farrow, formerly of the ‘Plant 


-EXngineer’s office, paid headquarters a _ visit 


the first of the month. Mr. Farrow is located 
at Fort Sill in the Air Service and intends to 
stay in the army for some little time. 

Local managers of the telephone exchanges 
in Dorchester, Friend, Exeter, Milligan, Mc- 
Cool and Geneva, were in Fairmont Tuesday 
attending a class of instruction. The com- 
pany was represented by an instructor from 
Lincoln, whose purpose was to assist the 
managers in securing the full benefit of a cor- 
respondence school course which is supplied 
by the company. 

H. L. Robinson, of Beatrice, was in Tecum- 
seh last week working for the telephone com- 
pany in place of Jack Harmon, who has been 
very ill, with pneumonia. His condition is 
reported to be improving. 


LINCOLN CLUB ROOM CORNER 

The morning and evening papers have been 
added to the reading matter, in the Lincoln 
Club Room, also Saturday Evening Post, Popu- 
lar Mechanies and American Magazines. 

At the suggestion of some of the boys, a 
coin box has been placed in the Club Room 
to receive contributions towards our next 
‘“Smoker.’’ Such entertainments along this 
line as we have held heretofore cost in the 
neighborhood of $30.00 so the boys will have 
to get busy if we have another one before 
next Christmas . 

The Honor frame has not as yet been sup- 
plied with photos of all our boys who saw 
military service. We are anxious that every 
soldier’s picture shall hang in that frame 
to perpetuate the memory of loyal members 
of this company. If one has not been already 
provided please see that one is sent to The 
News office, and it will be given its place 
of honor. 

Messrs Risser, Thorgrimson, Behm and Bell 
are demons on ‘‘Dago Pool’. If you don’t pe- 
lieve it, just watch a game some noon hour. 

Don’t forget that employes from any of 


our districts are invited to make use of the 
Club Room and its privileges. Call any time. 


RECENT COMMISION RULINGS 


What State Regulatory Body Has to Say 
About Telephone Matters 


The owner of the Tri-County Telephone 
company of Stapleton was recently ordered 
to divide toll rates between that town and 
Gandy with the company at the latter town 
on a basis of 5) and 45 per cent. He has 
informed the commission that he would rather 
go to jail than put in a rate that will not 
be remunerative. The commission has taken 
no further action. 

The Bertrand Telephone company, after 
being once denied a raise in rates on the 
ground that it had been paying too big divi- 
dends in the past, has been allowed a 50 cent 
a month increase all around. The commision 
admits that it erred in counting in surplus ~ 
with dividends. It provides that the owner 
shall get no greater return than $1200 a year 
and that if he accumulates a larger surplus 
than $1200 the rates shall be reduced five cents 
a month. 

The Kenesaw Telephone company has been 
denied an increase in rates. The commission 
says that its present revenues return an & 
per cent dividend, after increasing the salaries 
of the managing officers. It has allowed a 
stock increase of $3500 in order to repay these 
officers for salaries they were entitled to draw 
in past years, but did not. They wanted 
$7100 stock. 

The commission has ordered a _ physical 
valuation of the property of the Gothen- 
burg Telephone Company, following an ap- 
Plication by the owner, W. C. May, for an in- 
crease in rates. This was made necessary be- 
cause the company was originally started in 
a drug store operated by the owner, who put 
the receipts from both businesses into the 
same pot, thus making it impossible to ascer- 
tain the original investment or expense ac- 
count. 

The Farmers & Merchants Telephone com- 
pany of Julian has been allowed to increase 
its rates from $l a month for all classes of 
service to $1.50 a month. 

The Maxwell-Brady Telephone company 
asks for an increase of 50 cents a month, 
stating that it lost $927 during the past year, 
and that as it has completely covered its field 
it cannot add to its revenues by increased de- 
velopment. 

The commission has dismissed the appli- 
cations of the Brewster-Dunning and Well- 
fleet Telephone companies for want of prose- 
cution, the owners being unable to furnish the 
data necessary for the commission to act. 

Answering a request of the Firth Tele- 
phone company for instructions, the commis- 
sion holds that a subscriber whose conduct 
has caused the withdrawal of other subscrib- 
ers on a rural line can be denied service un- 
less he agrees to pay maintenance of three 
and a half miles of pole line necessary to 
give him service. The subscribers who with- 
drew were Germans who built a line of 
their own because the other man interrupted 
them when they wanted to talk German over 
the line, 
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Johnson Switchboard, Mrs. Hettie Sorenson 
(right) Chief Operator. 


Miss Anna Sievers, Chief Operator at David 
City recently visited with friends and relatives 
at Plattsmouth. 

R. H. Eviott, Instructor of Telephone 
Engineering School, gave a demonstration of 
lesson three in David City, March 28. Those 
present were as follows: A. T. Gille, Geo. 
Mehuron, A. E. Johnson, L. E. Hill, Wm. 
Green, Nellie Crosswhite, Hazel Clymer, Mrs. 
A. T. Gille, J. H. Haberman of Bellwood and 
Walter Rabb of Brainard. 

Miss Hannah Anderson, who has been chief 
operator in Havelock tue past few years, has 
been promoted to the position of toll oper- 
ator in the Lincoln office. She will assume 
her new position April 15. Miss Alma Howell 
will be the chief operator, and Miss Esther 


Graham is one of the new operators in the 


Havelock office. 

On April ist the chief operator at Superior 
was asked by a subscriber to give special 
attention to their calls as the “‘race was on.” 
(Spring Election.) Although defeated by a 
small majority of only two votes, Mr. Jobhn- 
ston sent the Operators a two pound box of 
candy for the good service. We want to thank 
him very much and will add that the candy 
was very fine. 

Miss Bessie Alward, “A’’ operator at Beat- 
rice, was confined to her home several days 
on account of an attack of apendicitis. 

Misses Rethal Stanley. Hawkins and Schmitt 
have been transferred from local to line oper- 
ators at Beatrice. 

Misses Jordan, Chipman and Lyons have 
been re-emploved at Beatrice. 

A farewell party was given in the rest room 
at the Telephone Building in Beatrice, in hon- 
or of Miss Mary Wherry, a line operator who 
left the city to live on a farm near Suther- 
land, and Catherine Dublinski, who recently 
moved to Omaha, 

Mrs. Chas. Richardson of Inman was a 
caller at the Beatrice exchange last month. 
Mrs. Richardson will be remembered as Elta 
Valentine, a line operator. 

Miss Ruth Stanley, line operator at Beat- 
rice, has been seriously ill for Several weeks. 

Miss Lula’ McNabb, former assistant chief 
operator at Beatrice. was a visitor at that 
exchange recently. 

All the traffic employees at Beatrice extend 
their sympathy to Miss Blanche Watson, whose 
little brother died recently of pneumonia. 


A little plant with bright red flowers has 
been added to the rest room at Beatrice, to 
brighten up the corner where it stands. The 
gift was the donation of Miss Plebuch, local 
supervisor. 

J. Pugsley, district plant chief, Beatrice, has 
been confined to his home for several days 
on account of illness. 

The following operators have graduated 
from the Traffic Correspondence School during 
the months of February and March: Misses 
Beryl Dyer, Ruth McFarland, Doris Slater, 
Vera Huff, Huldah Bonawitz, Gladys Mitchell, 
Ruby Shelbourne, Dorothy Frazier, Winifred 
Wisher, Catherine Eble, <Arloueine Winter, 
Lettie Boddy, Esther Palmer, Margaret McCall, 
and Grace Slater, all of Fairbury, and Misses 
Olga McGiss and Katie Sturms of Beatrice. 


RECENT COMMISSION RULINGS 

The Nebraska state railway commission has 
recently held that so long as a telephone com- 
pany furnishes a subscriber adequate telephone 
service he may not choose which line he shall 
be attached to. The ruling refers particularly 
to rural service. Because of the trouble aris- 
ing from the insistence of a German sub- 
scriber on talking that language., the North- 
ern Telephone company of Creighton Was in- 
formed by six or eight subscribers on a rural 
line that they would stop taking service. 
When the company sought to place the offend- 
ing subscriber on another line that ran past 
his place, he objected and appealed to the com- 
mission. That body holds that a company 
does not sell service on any particular line, and 
that it may transfer him if it continues to 
give him adequate service. 

In denying an application of the Kenesaw 
Telephone company for an increase in rates, 
the commission holds that under state regu- 
lation the beneficial interest of all stock- 
holders in and to the property of a telephone 
company are limited to the par value of the 
outstanding stocks, and that the beneficiary in- 
terest in the remainder rests with the pa- 
trons of the company. It held that the whole 
property must be administered by the corpor- 
ation in such manner as to insure the main- 
tenance and service according to modern 
Standards and pay reasonable returns upon the 
investment. 

After hearng the complaints of a large num- 
ber of business men against the service ren- 
dered by the Pawnee Telephone company at 
Pawnee City the commission ordered it to 
install a new switchboard at once. 

A large number of independent telephone 
companies that have connections with the 
Nebraska Telephone company have been or- 
dered to show cause why their toll rates 
should not be increased 25 per cent, as had 
been those of the Nebraska company. This left 
the legal charge on messages originating on 
the independent company lines at the old rate, 
while incoming messages carried the new 
one. The commission ordered all of them 
charged for at the increased rate. 

In several applications for stock issues 
that have been favorably passed upon the 
commission requires that the stock shall be 
sold for cash at no less than par and that the 
proceeds must be used for extensions only 
and the expenditures submitted to it for 
checking up purposes, 
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TRAFFIC 
GEO, KAGANN(.. 2s Aa ittce strobe docket eases Traffic Superintendent 
R. SH BREWSTER 2x este eee te erat eee ee Traffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL..........0.000000000..... District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
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THEY LIE IN FRANCE 
WHERE LILIES BLOOM 


They lie in France 

Where lilies bloom 

Those flowers pale 

That guard each tomb 

* Are saintly souls 

That smiling stand 

Close by them in 

That martyred land, 
And mutely there the long night shadows creep 
From quiet hills to mourn for them who sleep, 
While o’er them through the dusk so silently 
The grieving clouds that slowly drift to sea, 
And lately round them moaned the Winter wind 
Whose voice, lamenting, sounds so coldly kind, 
Yet in their faith those waiting hearts abide 
The time when turns forever that false tide. 

In France they hie 

Where lilies bloom, 

Those flowers fair 

For them made room. 

Not vainly placed 

The crosses stand 

Within that brave 

And stricken land; 

Their honor lives, 

Their love endures, 

Their noble death 

The right assures, 

For they shall have their hearts’ desire 
They who, unflinching, braved the fire, 
Across the fields their eyes at last shall see 
Through clouds and mist the host of victory. 


MAY 1919 


Believe that if you prepare yourself for higher 
and better things, your chance will come. For it 
will. 


Determine to successfully meet every occasion 
or condition, no matter how high it may be piled 
with difficulty. 


Profitably direct your energy and intelligence te 
mastering your job. Waste no time worrying 
about petty affairs. 


- Always see the bright, cheerful side of life’s 
big problems. But realize, too, that there are 
problems which demand stern treatment. 


Be willing to hear both sides of every question, 
then develop the right side. 


See the sun when it shines. 
Hear the music when the band plays. 
Talk cheerfully, or remain silent. 


Be convinced that every day presents a new 
opportumty to do some good. 


Be an optimist. 


The ee Telephone News 


Lvmri ifr eabshae. ust) Spratt pote: sta bensemnel bulssibey] Dil 


RE Je Sa spines toees jhestpere Li rmanescd ah 14) meeisete Ti SE CS 


Vol. 5 et Lincoln, Nebraska, May, 1919 No. 5 


ERNE. z c benee Guas tot toned 1bPbOH sesased<ats8 it 


Na AP Ry 


CURIS LA + beRit vow coboesSeedader 5 Yoensot samt ened ones sotankc U6Fup rpass}' | Wassote vs loses live t¢ loes byes tadeclopzess teases) clasad |) | 


eresned Soathly. ae ‘the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company, and distrib- 


Address correspondence to Editor Lincoln Telephone 


uted without charge among its employes for mutual help and improvement. EHd- 
ited by the employes. 


poe eeelepb one pote ECON SOS LILY 


eiaatatsotadtctaceee: Suarve stots tet v4 thar: iyeiesterseracrasbeastgntiayens (Pvisid Mhiest ipnaartageds s sesh snes pr bias abn isbaprisheucerostivt steel susesbibsee jesse varie /bien) Dbans peisaay os ssteritysives ete ose} cit ittey: |] 


peti bil based ba sitvsedp ie 2 4 bts ashe i Prosthebisanenest  besitia:sta tastage ctuieee: Searsc stoic brt 94 thaaes. Ih tye setensorurristect ty tiay ens 


THE MATTER OF DEPRECIATION 

Interest is not the only thing that 
works while you sleep. Take the matter 
of the depreciation of ga telephone prop- 
erty. It is impossible to ascertain ex- 
actly, by a year’s experience, just how 
much should be set aside for that year’s 
replacements. The average man, un- 
learned in the ceaseless activity of depre- 
ciation, is likely to think, if he has $12,000 
left after paying all of the expenses of 
running a $100,000 property he has made 
12 per cent on his investment. This is 
the rock upon which many a telephone 
company has struck. 

The Nebraska commission has sought 
repeatedly to impress telephone company 
managers and owners with the necessity 
of setting aside each year a sum that at 
the end of a more or less definite num- 
ber of years shall amount to the entire 
first cost of the property. It has found 
that most telephone companies, especially 
the smaller ones that are under the con- 
trol and ownership of persons who are 
unfamiliar with the technical side of the 
business, finding themselves with a neat 
cash balance on hand the first few years 
of operation, proceed to declare and di- 
vide it in the form of dividends. 

This practice, innocent enough in itself, 
has discredited the companies that do 
insist on rates sufficient to take care of 
depreciation in addition to maintenance 
and interest return with the general pub- 
lic. They hear of this or that small 
company that is disregarding its plain 
duty to take care of the future paying 
unusual dividends, sometimes as high as 
40 per cent, and are convinced that the 
bigger companies that pay only 6 or 7 per 
cent are covering up extraordinary profits 
in some occult way. Sleet storms are to 
be expected at various seasons of the 
year. These are costly, especially where 
a company has many rural and toll lines. 


Depreciation must take care of these. 
That means the money must be on hand 
to replace the broken wires and poles and 
restring and reset those that can be 
again utilized. 

Take the case of a switchboard. Its 
life is 12 to 14 years, barring obsolescence 
or inadequacy. Not until it wears out 
and must be replaced is there any ap- 
parent depreciation, yet it is going on 
all the time, and there is a plain duty on 
the company to retain enough out of its 
income so that when the day comes when 
ii must be replaced the money is on hand 
to pay for it, without robbing the divi- 
aend return fund. 


LOOK FOR EARLY DECISION 

The question of whether the state com- 
mission or the postmaster general has 
sole jurisdiction over telephone rates and 
service in Nebraska is expected to be 
decided within a few weeks at Washing- 
ton. The supreme court has just heard 
argument on the proposition in an agreed 
case in which South Dakota and Massa- 
chusetts commissions are urging their 
power as paramount. 

The matter is of considerable interest 
both to the companies and their employes. 
The interference of the state commissions 
and their defiance of the claims of the 
postmaster general to be the arbiter of 
rates and service is partly responsible for 
the fact that Mr. Burleson has never 
carried out his intention of standardiz- 
ing wages and rates. It is probable that 
before he could reach a decision on either 
proposition, should he win in the federal 
Supreme court, the peace proclamation 
will have been issued and the compuamies 
be turned back to their owners. The 
matter, is one that the lawyers deem 
worth fighting over, in any event, as it 
establishes a principle that will elimi- 
rate possible controversies in the fucure 
should the same situation arise. 
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Scenes from recent sleet storm 


A COSTLY SLEET STORM 
The costliest sleet storm in the history 
of the Company swept over the greater 
part of its territory from the Platte river 
to the Republican, on the night of Mon- 
day, April 7th. The storm area extended 


from Harvard on the west to Elmwood 


on the east. The money damage will ex- 
ceed $100,000 and may reach half as much 
more. At the last count made by Plant 
Superintendent Caster over 5,000 poles 
had been torn out of the ground or 
broken off. 

A misty rain was followed iis a freeze 
and that in turn by a high wind. The 
sleet-laden wires snapped like twine 
under the pressure and swaying of the 
winds and in many instances pulled poles 
and guys with them. The night before 
the sleet storm a local tornado west of 
Elmwood took out one of the Lincoln- 
Omaha toll leads, and the sleet storm 
took out the other one.. Another tornado 
took a section of toll lead out just east 
of Hastings the day following temporary 
restoration of service to Lincoln. A 
heavy snow in the western part of the 
territory contributed to the delay in mak- 
ing repairs by covering up parts of the 
damaged lines and furnishing lots of 
moisture which placed the roads in bad 
condition for travel. At one point the 
poles and wires for a stretch of twenty 
miles were put out of commission. In re- 
pairing the lines, short stub poles had 
to be used in order to get the lines 
operating and the exchanges in service. 

The service was materially damaged 
for more than two weeks. The scarcity 
of men that has existed for months made 
the task of repairing and replacing the 
torn poles and tangled wires still more 
difficult. Not only was it necessary to 
draft all of the men who could possibly 
be spared from the plant department all 
over the territory including the un- 
touched area, but traffic and commercial 
men also responded to the S. O. S. and 
did good work in helping restore service. 
Some of them enjoyed (?) their vacation. 

The splendid spirit of the men was well 
illustrated by the zeal and enterprise 
with which district chiefs and aids from 
all departments undertook the work of 
supervising the reconstruction. No hours 
were too long and no work too hazard- 
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ous. They fell to with a vim, and to 
their energy and intelligence was the 
speedy resumption of traffic due. 


DIRECTORY ADVERTISING 

The best prospects for telephone direc- 
tory advertising are men who have tried 
advertising in other mediums and who 
have found it paid. With men of that 
kind, a solicitor does not have to lose 
time talking the virtues and the profit- 
able character of hanging one’s banner 
on the outer wall. With this kind of a 
man, too, one need not waste time talk- 
ing of circulation. Having advertised in 
the newspapers he-has had many tele- 
phone calls for his goods, and he knows 
how many possible customers lie in the 
telephone list. 

One of the most successful small-city 
telephone directory men gives this advice 
to beginners: “Before starting out to 
sell, make up g list of people who ad- 
vertise constantly and otherwise in the 
newspapers. If possible, try to sell the 
display pages first. To these advertisers 
cite the advantage of cuts that can be 
printed. Margins can be sold more easily 
if you can show your prospect the large 
amount of space already sold and to 
whom. Also to beginners I would sug- 
gest that they carry with them the direc- 
tories of other towns where spaces have 
nearly all been sold, and if difficulty in 
selling is experienced show the man in 
hand an advertiser in the same line of 
business who advertises in the other 
town. 

“A list of business places or people 
whom we patronize, livery stables, gar- 
ages, etc, can nearly always be sold 
space if approached and handled in an 
intelligent manner. Practically all gar- 
ages and automobile salesrooms can be 
sold because of the keen competition in 
the auto line. In some instances, if the: 
town is big enough, it may be good. busi- 
ness to allow only one business to be 
represented. It makes it easier to sell a 
vacated space if an advertiser happens 
to drop out because his competitor has 
had his eye on that space for some time 
and is likely to jump at the chance. 

“A good argument with town business 
men is to cite the number of rural sub- 
scribers you have. Everybody knows 
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how thoroughly every piece of reading 
matter that reaches a farm is read, and 
the telephone directory is closer perused 
than even the town’ newspaper. They 
almost memorize the names and keep it 
hung up where they ean read while they 
are waiting to get a line.” 


Selling advertising is like selling any 
other commodity. The salesman must 
not only believe in his goods, but be able 
to tell why it is an advantage to purchase 
what he has to sell. 


Lela Barrett, Red Cloud, entered the employ 
of the Company June 6, 1917, and was pro- 
moted to evening C. O. January. Ist, 1918, 
and on April 1, 1919, was promoted to the 
position of Chief Operator. 


HELLO, STATES! 


Good-bye trenches, hello, States, 

We're coming back to stay; 

Good-bye, whizz-bangs, huns and cooties, 
We don’t like your way, 

Bully-beef, we-re full of you; 

We want no more hard-tack. 

So good-bye trenches, hello, States! 
Your soldier boys are coming back. 


SELECTING AND TRAINING 
OPERATORS 


No other part of the telephone business 
is so important as the selection and train- 
ing of operators. Not only must the 
young women who do this necessary and 
vital part of the business of service be 
of good moral character, quick to learn 
the technical part of the work and be of 
good health, but they must possess cer- 
tain mental characteristics. Back of all 
of it is the spirit. In a recent address 
before the Ohio Independent Telephone 
association, John A. Harrison, long a 
trainer of’operators, had these interest- 
ing things to suggest along this line: 


“As a matter of fact, it is hard for an 
operator to say ‘number, please’ in a 
courteous and businesslike way. She 
will either say it too sharp or she will 
drag out the phrase. In either case it 
leaves a disagreeable impression with the 
subscriber. If the right spirit is not back 
of the operator, the mere placing of 
‘please’ here and there in her work is not 
going to make for courtesy. 


“To get the right spirit is worth more 
than the time and money that we have 
devoted to it in most cases in the past. 
The foundation for the right attitude on 
the employe’s’ part is respect for and con- 
fidénce in the company and the. manage- 
ment. This is particularly true of women 
employes. Lax discipline will create this 
feeling of loss of respect as quickly as 
any other condition. There is not one 
company in ten thousand that would de- 
liberately allow a condition of distrust to 
develop, but frequently it develops so 
slowly that we are not aware of it until 
it is too late. 


‘Tt appears in a great many cases that 
demands for increased pay are not due 
to the wage question at all, but are due 
to other conditions, and the employes 
seize on the money question as a basis 
for their demands. The surest proof of 
this is found when the wage increase is 
granted, that there is no change in the 
employe’s attitude. It takes time, pa- 
tience and the right material to build up 
a good operating force. 


“I do not pretend to be a judge of girls, 
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but I think I am safe in making the fol- 
lowing statements: Girls are more sus- 
ceptible to their environments than men. 


They are sensitive and are quick to re- 


sent anything that savors of not being a 
Square deal. Girls have not been work- 
ing in this country long enough not to 
want to take some of the home atmos- 
phere into their work. They resent 
familiarity. They expect and want to re- 
spect their employer, and expect the 


same im return.” 


THE RATE SITUATION 

Both the Lincoln and the Nebraska 
Telephone companies were before the 
state railway commission the latter part 
of April asking that the emergency rates 
put into effect during October and No- 
vember of last year be continued for an 
indefinite period. Two interesting facts 
were brought out at these hearings. One 
is that the increased rates then put in 
for the half year period are barely suffi- 
cient to pay operating expenses and a 
proper return on the investment. .The 
other is that there is no immediate pros- 
pect of any decrease in telephone rates 
in this section. 

It is a recognized principle of public 
control that rates sufficient to pay operat- 
ing expenses and a reasonable return on 
the investment are required and proper. 
Operating expenses are largely a matter 
of labor, Maintenance and depreciation, 
otherwise known as repairs and replace- 
ment, make up a yearly total of 10 per 
cent of the reproduction value of a plant. 
Labor costs are not going down soon, if 
at all. Economists say that the war has 
marked a new price level for most goods 
that will not fall to the old level. This 
means that the cost of living will not be 
materially reduced, in spit of the fine- 
spun theory that prices are too high. 


While that remains at its present ele- 


vation it will not only be impossible but 
unjust to reduce wages. 

In fact it was the experience of both 
companies that they were unable to ob- 
tain sufficient help to make the usual 
and necesSary repairs. When the sea- 
sonal sleet storms struck the companies, 
it was impossible to draft any consider- 
able number of new men for the work, 
and the ordinary maintenance crews were 


taken off repair work and put on these 
reconstructions. As these crews have 
been short-handed the companies were up 
against a Situation. Naturally this re- 
pair and replacement work is but de- 


layed. It will have to be attended to 


some time in the future if good service 
standards are to be maintained. 
Maintenance and depreciation costs 
are largely represented by material and 
supplies. These costs are not decreas- 
ing. The general public must make up 
its mind to continue to pay more for tele- 
phone service than it has in the past. 


DROP THE GROUCH 


If you have got out of bed on the 
wrong side or your tooth aches or your 
very best friend has grown cold, don’t 
take it out on your fellow-workers. If 
you feel a grouch coming on, step out 
into the alley and toss it in the rubbish 
heap. 

If you can’t talk cheerfully, better not 
talk at all. If you take a verbal shot at 
another, you invite a verbal jab in reply. 
If you got out of the wrong side of the 
bed this morning, why, there is another 
morning coming and) you can choose the 
right side. The dentist can cure your 
toothache and the coldness you thought 
you perceived in “him” or “her’ may 
have been a reflection of your own dark 
mood or indulgence in one of his or her 
own. 

Get out where you can see the blueness 
of the sky, where the band is playing 
and the sun shining and the birds are 
singing. Breathe the free air. Be an 
optimist and the world will love you and 
you will love yourself. 


Exchange Building—Sutton 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT Morse alphabet made 
it necessary to use 
“many printing tele- 
graphs, which had 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 
1st, 1919 and April 380, 1919; also gain and loss since January ist, 1919.: 


Jan.1,’19 Apr. 30°19 Gain Loss Jan.1, 19 Apr. 30°19 Gain Loss just started into comi- 
1 Lincoln .......... 138775 14129 354 ... 59 Louisville ..... 256 246 ... 10 mercial use in this 
2 Hastings ...... 3119 3170 51 ... 60 Tobias ....... 261) 243) OL 8 country. By means of 
3 Beatrice ........ 2600 2617 17 ... 61 Glenvil .......... 241 235 ...- 6 this instrument it is 
ARAYIOT erin ees 1856 18538 .... 3 62 Brainard ...... DAYS 9 CRUE Ee 1 possible to send eight 
5 Fairbury ..... 1660 1677 17 ... 68 Red Cloud... 225 233 8  ... ‘simultaneous mes-— 
G Nebr: City: --- 1630") 1672 42" * 0 & 64 Mead 222:022. 231 280° > 2-- 1 Sages over a single 
7 Auburn .......... 1137 1149 12 |... 65 Yutan 226 230 4 wire at the rate of 
8 Plattsmouth. 1029 1030 1 ... 66 Waverly ....... PAG) WORE MME STAY Sv forty words a minute. 
9 Uni. Place...... 1009 1027 18 .... 67 Steinauer ...... DRA Vat tegay Se satin 110) All that was necss- 
10 Seward .......... 926 9384 hen w 69) One et nn ee 209 214 by ~ Gane sary for the attendant 
11 Wahoo .......... sl ES) AS) he 69 Greenwood ... 210 211 1 Appiewae telegrapher was to 
12 David City... 918 916 ... 2 70 Murray ....... 209, 2028 Bian IAT if operate a typewriter 
13 Tecumseh ... 831 849 18 ... 71 Tamora ........ 206, se 2020 oe eee ml =) keyboard. At - one 
14 Ashland ........ 804. 803 .. 1 £2 Raymond ...... 189 196 7 ... $e point as high as 40,- 
15 Superior ........ 768 784 16 ... 73 Bellwood ...... 198 195 ~~ .... 3 000 messages were 
16 Stromsburg. 658 661 3 ... 74 Milligan _... 19800) 193 keg Fl handled in twenty-- 
17 Sutton .......... 665 658  .... (ae DD ave y aaa 194s 9 Oe 2 = four hours. 
18 Friend .......... 648 650 Tah ihe 76 Brock ............ 190 191 1 we In its present dev- 
19 Osceola .......... 622 630 8 BY 77 Panama ........ Uh caer me = elopment, says EH. B. 
20 Harvard ........ O13) E62). Lae. 78 Cordova ........ 1340 RLS See 1 Craft, one of the Wes- 
21 Geneva .......... 578 575 .. 3 79 Belvidere ...... 159 178 19 tern. Electric com- 
22 Hebron. .......... 579 574 5 80 Nehawka .... 172 177 5 pany’s experts who 
23 Wymore ........ 562° 558... 4 81 Saronville ...... UE, Gin tel ees 1 had charge of much of 
24 Wilber .......... 551 86555 4 v 82 Burr .............. 177 178 4 the work, electrical 
On ROUK) tee 510 526 16 .... 83 Hampton ...... 168 168 communication is ac- 
26 Sterling ........ A486 486 a ea 84 Juniata ........ 174 165 eae 9 New Central Office Building—Fairbury comphened not only, 
27 College View 489 455 ad : ‘ at roug wires, u 
So aWesn uwalcr arma dat, “Wilton seicarieton =n. ee, apo) rs UNDER WAR PRESSURE through the earth itself and through 
29 Humboldt .... 446 442 ... 4 87 Garland _........ 151 149 2 The stories told by returned engineers the earth without the use of any con- 
30 Dorchester .... 438 489 LA aos 88 Nemaha ........ 1382 144 12 and signal corps show that the pressure necting wires. 
sik Ibtokepye oe ee AS 2) AD a a 89 Colon ............ 141 143 2 of war necessity was responsible for Because of the lack of equipment 
oe BeNCloos ---=-- aaa ios 7 2 90 Ithaca ............ 139 §=148 some very excellent work done by Amer- abroad, it was necessary to send overseas 
SAN Clay.) Contenh (S97 A0see NG Hone 32 Thayer Keres 130 si 9 ican telephone men in, France. Owing to equipment designed to meet practically 
35 Beaver Cross. 390 398 8 |. 98 Elk Crock. 138 137. 1 the fact that telephony in Europe is any service condition that might arise. 
36 Exeter _....... 377 383 (SAPARD 94 Denton ...... 136 137 1 largely a governmental function, inven- Where this was not done, American in- 
sel Geenan 28 BH fes Se HLT ye. 1 95 Prosser .......... ISZeeeo! 5 tion has lagged far behind. Not only sgeNuity rose to the occasion and used the 
il ord) =e 355: 369. 14 9 2. 96 Octavia .......... 117 £126 Oa Gan | were the Americans nandicapped by the equipment at hand to meet the condi- 
a Fairmont ........ 309 366 (iene eno nshickley se = 126 123 no ) ancient equipment available, but they tions facing the signal corps. 
0 Shelby ere 366 362... 4 98 Bruno ............ 116 123 ( Fs were forced to use many makeshifts be- an) AL Gy SSeRORT ue 
41 Fairfield ........ 369 365.  .... 4 99 Malcolm ........ Tha Z ol Ree ? as : An item in one of the Lincoln papers 
AON anbar lo 855 358 BW Lee TOO Garson aot. 119 117... 9 fore proper equipment could be sent over. \ pap 
43 DeWitt 955 2356 ie bia Es 105 106 1 | Notwithstanding the comparatively states that the often discussed portable 
44 Elmwood ...... 356 352 .. 4 102 Dwight... 91 106 15 i short time in which American troops in Pocket wireless telephone is now con- 
45 Utica ............ 351 329 22 103 Douglas ........ 95 100 5 Y large numbers were in France, equipment Sidered a possibility in the near future. 
46 Bennett ._..... 333 331 2 104 Otoe .............. 96 99 3 ‘ was designed, manufactured and shipped Thus a person walking On the street 
vf peoat Bluffs.. aae oes + 5 tee Pickrell ........ 97 96h iy vx i j overseas sufficient to install over 400 may hear a bell ringing in his pocket 
AQRANTA 8 ae 999 317 “E io busta ae ue fs 3 ' Y telephone central offices, the capacity of and put a receiver to his ear, hear the 
DOU Adarsh lM al omesIne oR Mados necaneiia td SPM 80” EL uae these offices being sufficient to care for Vvolee of another, who, perhaps, may ce 
51 Bradshaw ... 315 310... BRM OOF GARG Mean an G7 Goma 5 over 20,000 separate lines. Not only was  *raveling by airplane at a hundred miles 
52 McCool ............ 300 295... 5 110 Pleasant Dale 54 55 1 it necessary to furnish the switchboards 2” hour and some distance away. 
53 Crab Orchard 280 281 ee eee LL Strap en a 38 oh, ee 6 and all material, but power plants as 
a Jonneen ae etl Ae 5 ie —S.$ ss —  ——- — well, and many hundreds of portable DO NOT DEPEND ON OTHERS FOR 
56 Ceres IPL SE RMISGS | MG Miia Totals) 278i. 59131 59723 851 259 gasoline generating sets were shipped. SAFETY. HELP YOURSELF, SAFR- 
57 Talmage ........ 964 258 .... § Net Gain since January 1st 719............ 592 The telegraph development kept Pie TY AND EFFICIENCY GO HAND IN 
58 Benedict ........ 258 2b6-'2.°° 2 “Gain for April, 1919 (2 22kf 0. 207 with that of telephony. The scarcity o HAND. 


telegraph operators who could read the 
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THE | CAN SPIRIT F 

The American soldiers in Europe were 
able to perform the wonderful deeds they 
did because of the indomitable -spirit 


- that possessed them. If, when they had 


been given the command to clean out a 
nest of boches, they had hung back and 
pointed out that it was certain death for 
them to cross a field that was commanded 


-by hidden machine gun nests, or if they 


had done it half-heartedly or attacked in 
an indifferent manner, the war would 
still be going on. 

They knew it was a difficult task that 
had been set them. They knew that 
danger and discouragement were there. 
They got across and they won their ob- 
jctives because they attacked their prob- 
lem with a determined spirit, the I can 
do it attitude. It is an ancient proverb 
that runs “They can because they think 
they can,” and it is just as true in at- 


tacking the problems of life as in hurling - 


an army on an entrenched foe. 
What if a task is a difficult one? What 
if there is danger that you may not be 


able to accomplish it? It is a job to be. 


done, and what is hard! for you does not 
make it impossible for you. The right 
mental attitude makes more certain the 
result. If that attitude is expressed) in 
doubt or indifference, failure is inevit- 
able. If it is demonstrated by deter- 
mination or belief in one’s ability, suc- 
cess is certain. 


FISHING BY TELEPHONE 

A strange way of discovering the 
whereabouts of fish is practiced in some 
‘parts of Norway, and the method was 
discovered by a clever Norwegian. A 
microphone, which is an instrument that 
will transmit the slightest ‘sound, is low- 
ered into the water from a fishing-boat 
and a wire from the microphone is at- 
tached to a telehone fixed in the boat. 
The operator takes the receiver of the 
telephone and places it to his ear, ready 
to signal to the fishermen when he hears 
the least sound beneath the waters, and 
the fishing-boat is then immediately 
steered in the direction whence the sounds 
come. The result is—a splendid haul. 

As cod, herring and macherel swim in 
enormous shoals, their passage through 
the water causes a rushing sound, which 
is. clearly heard by the fishermen. 


ARE YOUR TELEPHONE MANNERS 
GOOD? 


Are you a gentleman over the telephone 
or an underbred boor? The Ford Times 
declares it is time to comment on the 
frightful telephone manners of ‘you men 
who sit in offices, you managers, you 
higher-ups.” ! 

“Tt is you we want to hear answer the 
telephone as if you were talking to a 
human being and not a yellow dog. There 
is Just a possibility, you know, that some 
of the people calling you up are not do- 
ing it to waste your time or to make 
you mad. They may wish to do something 
for you.” 

So many men seem to feel that affabil- 
ity and courtesy and efficiency are only 
for office boys and switchboard girls who 
learned telephone etiquette at the start. 


“TI uséd to wonder,” goes on the writer, — 


“how a young lawyer I knew had made 
such rapid rise in the world. But one 
day, talking to him over the telephone, a 
probable reason occurred to me. He does 
a great deal of business over the tele- 
phone, and he has the perfect telephone 
voice and manner. When he says ‘Hello’ 
you feel as if the sun had just come 
out.” 

Minding your telephone p’s and q’s is 
easy. When your bell rings, try to be- 
lieve it’s your favorite brother who has 
arrived in town after five years’ absence. 


Cecil and Aubrey Gear, happy youngsters 
of J. C. Gear, plant employe at Fairbury. 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker 
Instructors 
THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY ; 


Answers to Lesson 1-2-2222 22220-22222... 2.--- eee 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson 1.......... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson l...... 
Answers to LeSSon 2..00022..2.22.222-ec2e-eeneeen nee 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson 2...... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson 2..... 
Answers to Lesson 38...0.022.....22-2-22----------e eee 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson 32.......... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson 3.....- 
Answers to LeSSon 4.20.....0.02222222--eesesseennecoeeennes 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson 4.......... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson 4...... 
Answers to LeSSOM B.........--cc.cescecceccsesseneecenees 


Previously During Total to Averag 


Reported April Date Grade 
421 4 428 9634 
. 420 10 ASO MANES Rel oe 
293 9 302 97% 
205 11 216 98 
197 27 DOAN Wt ere ee 
File’ 2 igs) 14 132 95% 
118 6 124 93 
127 15 42 eee wk esse 
61 13 74. 98 
61 6 67 96% 
62 4 GOR ist 
45 4 49 97 
30 8 38 99 


During the early days of April, demonstrations were held at Wahoo, Platts- 
mouth, Louisville, Weeping Water and Nebraska City. 

We were preparing Lesson VI for the printer and developing the Demonstration 
of Lesson V when the school force was called out to help clean up after the sleet 
storm of April 9th. This accounts for the delay of several weeks in returning 


graded answers to students. 


The Demonstration schedules will proceed about as planned, so those who 
dropped the work under pressure of the storm conditions will do well to resume 


it as promptly as conditions will allow. 


ARE YOU PAYING ROOM RENT? 


Ever think just how roomy is the 
space in a man’s head? Nobody has ever 
been able to measure just how great it 
is. Alexander Graham Bell built a giant 
telephone system in his. Thomas A. 
Edison has erected innumerable things 
inside his skull, and is still at it. Charles 
M. Schwab, who was recently offered 53 
millions for his interest in the Bethlehem 
steel mills, pieced the plant together 
under where his hair luxuriates. , 

Everything that men’s hands have put 
together previously existed in’ men’s 
brains. The world’s great inventors and 
business builders didn’t just guess at re- 
sults. They didn’t pick up things as a 
child would a handful of blocks and 
think that by throwing them together 


chance might fashion something worth . 


while. 

Get the idea? Well, the point we are 
seeking to make is this: What’s the 
room in your head worth to you? Are 
you paying a good rent for that room? 
The world isn’t going to keep on doing 
things in the way she is doing now; 
neither is she going to keep on using the 
same tools and methods. Somebody. is 
going to think these new things out. 
What’s the matter with you being one of 
those somebodies? Each day, in your 


work, you handle things or follow meth- 
ods that someone before you in that job 
devised. Turn your brain loose and see 
if you can’t do better than he did. In- 
stead of marveling at the ingenuity of 
that fellow, let your fancy free. Fill up 
the room in your head with something 
that will pay you dividends. 


SAFETY FIRST 
The Accident: 

Employe was repairing switchboard 
cords and when tightening one of the 
conductors of the cord under the 
screw terminal of the plug the screw- 
driver slipped. 

The Injury: 

The screwdriver cut a gash on fore- 

finger of left hand. 
The Result: 

The injury proved a very painful one, 
causing the employe considerable 
loss of sleep and a great deal of 
suffering. 

Prevention: 

It is common knowledge that an acci- 
dent is liable to occur when using a 
screwdriver. Reasonable care on the 
part of the workmen in handling 
tools should materially reduce the 
amount of suffering due to accidents. 


} 
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CLASBAS 


(Foreword. Inasmuch as Spring is now upon us, we take pleasure in offering to the public our Annual Seed Bulletin with 


what ice believe to be the best collection yet offered. 


Clerk—An unclassified plant related to the nut family, but 
differing in some respects. Can be used for the improvement of 
ventilation, as where these plants are cultivated there is a free circu: 
lation of warm air Some of these varieties are afflicted with a 
peculiar corny growth, that causes them to droop 


Auditor—This is a species of lemon which 
we feel will not disappoint you Very pro- 
lific and not a hothouse plant, 


Cashter—A decorative plant which may 
be serviceable in beautifying the premises. 
Very ornamental and guaranteed to give an 
air of respectability to any establishment 


Collectors—A creeper warranted to satisfy the most discriminating 
patron. Your collection is not complete without one of these 


District Officials—A nut of the better vari- 
ety If you are contemplating any freak 
plants, we would recommend that you give 
this species a trial. 


Division Officials—A very stately plant 
and one difficult to cultivate. It is used 
generally to give tone to the premises. In 
cultivating this variety use a considerable 
quantity of two-bit cigars. 


Foreman—A peculiar specimen of much 
vitality; may be easily cultivated, but when 
matured, should be carefully handled. Cashier 


Stenographers—An absolutely indispensable plant, which is alike 
useful and ornamental. Best cultivated with Spearmint. 


Service Observers—A flower which grows only under certain 
environments. Almost as popular as a wife-beater at a meeting of 
theS P C A. 


Installers, Equipment—Very pretty, but of 
little practical use. 


Installers, Substation—An unclassified nut. 
Try one and see for yourself 


Janitors—This is a scrub bush that bears 
broom corn. Very hardy. 


Lineman—A climber of exceeding per: 
Collector. sistency. Ask any young lady in the service 


Call for Mr. MeCohan 


“What name aré you calling?” asked the 
telephone central. 

“McCohen,’ the patron answered. 

“T beg pardon?’’asked the girl. 

‘“McCohen.”’ 

The wire was silent for a moment, then the 
girl said: ‘Wait a moment please. I think 
the wires are crossed.” 


Managers, Local—A common plant, but one you 
cannot do without. 


Managers, General—A rare species, only a few 
being extant. We have a choice assortment 


Plant Chief—A bush that will stand a great many 
hard knocks, adaptable alike to warm and cold cli- 
mates. Usually kept in hot water, as they thrive 
best in that environment 


Traffic Man—This 18 a very 
dignified appearing specimen, 
which needs a recommenda: 
tion, but we won't sacrifice 
our reputation by giving it 


Foreman. 


Timekeepers—We are unable to describe 
this specimen. Words fail us in regard to 
the gorgeous socks and neckties that this 
tree bears. Requires grafting to cause it to 
bear anything normal 


Operator 


Contract Agent—A scrub bush bearing contracts perennially 


Testman—Has a very crooked growth, easily making a perfect 
camouflage. If you have anything to hide, we earnestly recommend 
one of these. 


Telegraphers—If your plants are troubled with bugs yop can 
select nothing better to handle them. During a recent test one of 
these specimens completely ruined two bugs 


Troublemen—The name of this vegetable fully describes it Long 
on foliage, but short on fruit If you have any surplus patience. try 
this one 


Wire Chief{—These plants attain their principal growth on the 
portion nearest the earth. They do not come up to our usual stand 
ard, as they promise little and do less. We would only recommend 
the cultvation of this vegetable (closely allied to the beet the pump 
kin and the cabbage) under certain conditions 


Operators—A fruit closely 
allied to the peach. Usually 
sweet, and may be hand- 
painted to resemble anything 


Switchboard Men—This isa 
new but very promising veg- 
etable. Allied to the cabbage, 
it goes mostly to head. which 
is just the same solidity as 
that of the cabbage. Makes 
very good salad and lots of Switchboard Mar 
trouble 


MARVELS OF SCIENCE 

A movie camera man met an old farmer 
coming out of a house in the town where he 
was working. 

‘“T have just been taking some moving pic- 
tures of life on your farm.’’ 

“Did you catch any of my laborers in 
motion?’ asked the man curiously. 

‘Sure, I did.’’ 

The farmer shook his head reflectively, 
then said: ‘‘Science is a wonderful thing.”’ 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, APRIL 30, 1919 


Av’g Same WESTERN DISTRICT 
Number Per Mo. last 

Phones Tel.  Qr. Av’g Same 
Central! District ......-... 18086 woo 28 Number Per Mo. last 

Southern District ............ 18423 .So OT Phones Tel. Qr. 
Western District ....... --12530 1.09 Ob Belvidere. 178 $2.84 $1.16 
Northern District -..-...... 12701 1.15 OLD Carleton 2 es 187 2 37 1.69 
—_ —— Clay Center .............2......-- 403 Ld5S 1 25 
MOtRIS( pee Asnseetvceosteeete cee 61740 SL :S0” Dorchester) ==. 439 86 1.20 
Nagane lot ae ee -~» ddd 1.160 2 hg 
Bxetely (<a wea 412 1.84 1.82 
i air fi el lig 2osaeeccceean eerste 406 1.21 1.50 
Wai rmOD Gee eee 366 2 S83 
Hriend 0. eee 650 S84 45 
CENTRAL DISTRICT Geneva’ 32.2. eee S00 1.15 1.41 
Glenvil ............. SA ae SS 235 1.36 2.038 
Bennvetty ips lo ee 368 OT: PRY Pe CEnd nanny ea te WN 1.96 3.23 
CETESCO ee eee Le 262 1.88 1.84 Ha nsenig sees ee L GD 1.79 1.50 
College View .......-..--..--.....--- 455 36 ge Pd agbei lS ey ee 27 10 10 
DAVCV i ee eee ot gf 92 5.08 SYasss ABI beyedsy ae 3170 D6 G5 
Denton... ietegs cece pacrne soz 137 222, 1/S3:") Hebron)! 28. 22 ees 57D 140 175 
Greenw 0 Cie eee 211 8s “1 Juniata eocenwsewecnacnarcaaacsnwmmenwnaee 165 .SO 1.64 
Havelock ...... AAA et 420 08 ap Wb Rha a 196 1.25 1.15 
yoabavetobnl eee ee 14129 19 “TA ONE yeh Re eae 245 1.00 "72 
NG Get (eXny bert aren, De ee 119 1.11 LOG Rauline) 2 aes 82 Da 2 50 
Panama fe ee 191 ° 1.09 yA) Por TAT OBSCL NN oeceserscctccssree eo eecee io 137 1.86 1.3: 
Pleasant Dale ............-.....- 15: 10 SSeeneds Cloidi aaa 237 92 ‘Az 
Raymond ...l...-2.00...-.-223 &... | 196 258 217 SENOS 9 Ts os 2 1% 26 11 
Dili lacees mete eer 1027 27 sash ihe Rab keakeny | ea 402 3.33 2.81 
Nitsa hy ea eae 226 80 Wet Sabie | oa 83 Lis 2.30 
—_ _ —-— SUPCTION  -.-.-----ne--se-eneeeenenenne ST 1.00 16 
IMpnBkee ee S086 36 228 Sutton - ne ee 65S 1.95 1.88 
UD SWS f rei Ce BO eS Se 12530 1.09 1.06 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


ANGIE W112) ere Sea Seam gee 331 71 art) 
Ashland, )\..e eek 2 808 1.17 1.16 
PAT DUTT pe ee eee shen 2 1149 Arts 1.16 NORTHERN DISTRICT 
Beatrice Vases eee 2651. 30 _.09 ' 
Brockty-=!4 2b 22 Soe 196 3.20 5.09 Beaver Crossing -........... 398 1.06 99 
| Brownville 2....-22.20 2 80 SL 2-040 Bell woo Une eee 195 244 1.92 
JoUrb re ete Tee oP dy oe UY 173 1.2% 1.37 Benedict wee pe ale eon 2.39 156 
Glntoninl® cae et ey ee 124 2.25 1.68 Jradshavec ae ee eee 310 > 7) 136 
Cook? G.:..28 A SR S22, 12 ANE Dbl Pas es 234 1.02 '58 
Crab Orchard .....0202-:2, 281 1.19 Lvs Bi nog t-te eee ee cee 123 2.82 AO 
DC WAC Ne: bees... eee ee 306 17 sii Cedar Bluffs ..........2......2 327 ‘43 49 
DOUGLAS Ml ne ae ee line oo 43 COolGn | ae ae Ne 145 1.46 1 46 
Dy rnsoy be | phe ee wer ee 358 SO 127 Gord Givi ee eee ee 207 1.95 73 
sitet (Orgeyelic # otis he 137 2.32 BERTI S SByrivalel (Orne 916 ‘O06 73 
Wimwood tc... 2h. 2.....2... (BZ 1 GT Did elt ie eee 106 1.57 1166 
Hips Wty seen oce seem ttre a aarte 1719 0 Hos iGanland. Lives OE 177 2 90 174 
BHT iva ijesstes.cecte- pentose ee plato 3A. a (Bie GALrison mee eee ee 117 355 214 
Humboldt) 2.2.21... 526 82 807 & Gresham ) 2. Se wee Pee ey 08 ‘On 
in Fflelinays (oy eye ae, Pere ye meee 287 1.23 5.50 ji fzhenhoy aioe oe 2 174 1.06 S7 
ai Louisville . ........ ee Te 292 1.50 TBO se ITH A GAY Se A Ree ee 143 1.00 1.65 
. NOE TAY ionstece nec ee see eS 3.43 DIST MILs HOT tae hese Se me 1 "Og. Bt 
r Nebraska «-City..2..-.--.-2..3 1675 .69 .68 MGGQooll "2 22t8s Shek ee. 205 1.20 1.58 
Vos Nehawkas cece cece 206 48 69 Maa |.c fue 2 ee 2302 179~C*«W 
t, Neinahae sok. woe h ue! 144 1.58 494 Milford... Ys - 500 49 56 
*\f Otoes es ee aa ese OO Tels tok POCA VIA Meee Ae 126 200 et 
| Rickrell) Paes. ee 117 1 20 1iGB tt OScebla: | sticks wake G48 RG 79 
Plattsmouth ~...cc ees 1030 1.05 SOU Pm ROU Kw etre tee eee nee ne 526 1,12 1.18 
IAL Ama wa he Eee oe 271 63 40M aSewand: oA. 2)... Stee) eee 1024 1.40 1.18 
Steimauer  .2....2. 2. 2P1 252 RAS Wi SHEL) Vine eee ae 262 145 560 
SERN eS EN ES ASG Ad: so2 Strom SDULe eee eee G99 AT 50 
SN ODES 3 ee DP eS H72 1.19 ISS) amor tek ee ee 902 3.06 2 Bf 
eilrtie ee phe eee LP BPI 258 99 OTe) ATR Ory See, ee aed 141 "89 OY 
Mecnimseh? sss gee ede 849 OG SB in, «GO a eeu OU hee 5. 899 2.79 ‘59 
La opt Pee ee ee Bee oe ee 248 1 28 1.19 Wi GO eee SP BO iS 817 1.82 298 
Weeping Water............... =, 41D 1.11 6 NYE OT Ke dhs tera ete ees aber 1853 52 46 
LD Qi esses cau hos dts, ancora: aD 43 1 WrahOU Been ey at ee 995 ‘58 "58 
Way TTT OIG Wise seltac stense ten. DOS 19 24 Yuta ne ee 230 62 1&8 


Migtrigt Loe ea el? 18423 aos) iy District. sos aeea aee 12701 1.15 1.01 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, APRIL, 1919 


Good 

Jo % % % Out 

Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
31 Lincoln.................. Miss A. Scouller.............. 22.1 191 27.1 #£=°21.4 20184 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 

18 Ashland......20220...... Mrs. C. Hood.......u.........- LA LDL co wl eleean eLOO2 
80 Dorchester .......... Miss A. Sievers.............. 13.9 7.1 20.6 16.7 £1254 
24 David City ......... Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 19.8 0.0 0.0 19.3 | 432 
32 Friend......-. Dey? Miss A. Haberman........ 24.00 23.0 18.0 23.5 577 
14 Louisville.............. Mrs. E. Bartar..............- 9.4 8.7 18.0 9.3 85% 
11 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 8.0 7.0 7.0 8.0 - 1680 
16 Seward............--...- Miss N. Gumbel............. 10.0 9.0 11.00 18.0 1692 
12 Wahoo..............-..- Miss Blanche Ladnev...... 8.2 6.7 9.1 8.5 1821 
4 W. Water............. Miss E. Reed.................- 5.8 2.3 6.1 5.7 922 


Total or Average.......................-- 


oon 11.0 8.5 11.6 11.0 10787 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 


2 decane ores Mrs. M. Beal.......222.......... 3.2 0.0 7.0 10.9 650 
3 Exeter.......22.......... Mrs. R. Alley...............2.. 3.8. 8.6 2.1 3.7 423 
15 Fairmont.............Miss E. Prescott............ 99 13.0 28.0 12.0 761 
1 Geneva .........---...- Miss G: Aldrup................ 3.0 11.3 44.7 10.7 299 
5 Harvard................ Miss E. Hein..................-- 6.2 0.0 26.7 12.7 709 
21B MHastings............. Miss H. Richeson......._... 13.2 140 19.1 139 7154 
26 Hebron ./............... Miss M. McKenzie.......... 15.38 18.5 20.3 16.8 627 
25 Osceola.................. Miss M. Shelmadine...... 14:5 118 22:8 17.6 600 
9 Red Cloud...........- Miss L. Barrett.............. 7.5 10.9 12.4 £=10.8 604 
22 Stromsburg ........ Miss L. Palm................ 13.4 8.8 19.38 13.1 520 
23 Superior............... Miss M. Atwater............ 13.8 10.1 21.8 ° 10.2 2332 
20 Sutton y= eee Miss M. McDonald.......... 12.38 22.0 0.0 10.6 583 
29 ov kas 1 eee Miss J. Michenev............ 19.6 16.7 25.5 20.9 2800 
Total or Average................ Apo veel IE 13.6 12.3 18.8 14.2 17562 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
10 Auburn............... ..Miss A. O’Donnell......... 2 7.6 4,9 8.1 7.2 2264 
Z1A ~ Beatrice............... Miss A. Potts.................. 13.2 99 15.0 11.6 5474 
27 DeWitt.......-.....--- Miss B. Benson.............-.. 15.7 10.0 8.2 10.5 564 
28 Fairbury...........-..- Miss B. McNabb.............. 18.2 db. 188°" 17:6 2462 
17 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan............... ay 10.4 9.5 0.0 .10.1 1047 
8 Neor. City............ Miss E. Felthausec........ 7.3 10.0 #£10.2 9.0 2801 
13 Syracuse .......-.....- Miss Emma Staack........ 9.0 10.1 #£210.7 9.6 947 
6 Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith.................. 6.6 12.6 18.4 108 £1007 
7 Wymore.............-.- Miss M. Mashekk.............. 7.1 8.6 9.5 8.38 1019 
19 Wilber................... Miss L. Hollett................ 12.1 10.8 9.4 12.5 782 
Total or Average ..u......e..ccccccecessecsscoccecceoceceeeee 11.0 101 118 11.3 418367 
Total or Average for March........................ 8.8 92 12.0 10.7 80232 
Total or Average for April...................... 144 12.5 17.3 14.5 66850 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Mable Walden, former night operator 
at Nebraska City, has been re-employed. 

Miss Anna Carson, night operator at Ne- 
braska City, is off duty on account of sickness. 

Miss Ruth Metz, toll operator at Nebraska 
City, has returned to work after an absence 
of several days, owing to the death of her 
father. 

Al Newman, wire chief at Nebraska City, is 


again on duty after several days’ illness, 

Mr. Turner, manager at Nebraska City, is 
again on duty after several weeks’ absence 
taking care of the “Flu.” 

Miss Muriel Black, of the commercial de- 
partment at Nebraska City, surprised her 
friends by going to Omaha and getting mar- 
ried. Miss Mildred Totten has been employed 
to take her place. 


i 
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~ 
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Miss Virgie Beldin, chief operator at Friend, 
resigned April 16, and was married to Law- 
rence Johnson. Miss Anna Haberman suc- 
ceeds Miss Beldin as chief operator. 

The telephone force at Friend gave a sur- 
prise dinner in honor of Miss Beldin. They 
presented her with a beautiful linen table 
cloth. . 

Miss Clara Klein has been employed in the 
traffic department at Friend. 

Miss Anna Haberman, chief operator at 
Friend, spent Easter Sunday in York, 

Charles Avey, of the Beatrice exchange, suS- 


_ tained a broken right wrist while cranking 


the company car. Charlie will be unable to 
write receipts for Several days as a resuit of 
the accident. 

Albert Newman, wire chief at Nebraska 
City, spent several days in Beatrice the mnrst 
of the month. 

On Waster Sunday the girls of the traffic 
department at Nebraska City presented Miss 
Felthauser, chief operator, with a beautiful 
bouquet of carnations, which was greatly ap- 
preciated. 

Miss Happy Kuwitsky, of the plant depart- 
ment at Nebraska City, spent several days 
in Syracuse. 

Miss rma Urback, desk operator at Ne- 
braska City, is enjoying a two weeks’ yvaca- 
tion. 

Floyd Lovitt, Raymond Jeffery and Ed 
Hughes, Tecumseh, riding with a driver for 
the company, on one of the company’s trucks, 
had an accident between Tecumseh and Filley, 
Wednesday, April 16. The truck turned tur- 
tle, but not one of the four men was injured. 
However, the truck was considerably demol- 
ished. 

Goldie Graham, of Havelock, has been help- 
ing out at David City for the past three 
weeks. 

Miss Hanke of the ‘“B’ room and one of 
her girl friends were visitors at the Have- 
lock office, April 13. 

Miss Hannah Anderson pulled off some 
Surprise on the telephone bunch, when she 
announced her marriage to Mr. W. E. Mc- 
Connaughey, on Saturday, March 29. 

Mrs. McConnaughey is taking her vacation 
before entering upon her new duties as toll 
operator in the Lincoln office May Ist. 

Miss Ruth Messersmith has been employed 
as relief operator at Havelock. 

Miss Alma Howell, who-has been in the 
employ of the telephone company for almost 
six years, has accepted the position of chief 
operator at Havelock. Miss Howell was a 
toll operator at Friend before being trans- 
ferred to Havelock, where she has been for 
the past three years. 

The Misses Catlin and Lanfear are students 
in the Hastings exchange. 

Miss Gertie Craft, line operator at Has- 
tings, is the proud owner of a Victrola. 

Miss Grace Dreibelbis, former evening C. O. 
in the Hastings exchange, has returned to the 
employ of the company. Miss Dreibelbis’ 
service record shows four years, one month 
and nineteen days continuous employment. 
During that time she was promoted four 
times, the last time being promoted to the 
position of evening C. O. While working in 
that capacity she frequently assisted in other 
towns when assistance was needed. A _ sin- 


cere welcome is extended to Miss Dreibelbis. 

Miss Mildred Dunn, traveling C. O. in the 
Western District, is assisting in the Hastings 
office at present. 

Miss Julia Bauer, line operator at Hastings, 
returned to work the first of April after an 
absence of several weeks on account of ill- 
ness in her hqme. 

Miss Helen Benner, line operator at Has- 
tings, enjoyed a two weeks’ vacation the first 
of April. | 

Miss Lydia Brungard, ‘A’? Operator at Has- 
tings, was absent several days suffering with 
a severe cold. 


Miss Florence Hayen, evening C, O. at Has- 
tings, is in the very best spirits nowadays 
(Bobbie has returned from France.) 

Miss Frieda Hoffman, L. O, at Hastings, 
enjoyed a visit from her sister and brother- 
in-law who reside at Norfolk, Nebraska. Miss 
Hoffman’s sister was formerly employed in 
the Hastings exchange as P. B. X. operator. 


Miss Katheryn Hynes, L. O. at Hastings, 
enjoyed a short visit from home folks the Z6th. 


F¥. E. Behm, district plant chief, is 1m re- 
ceipt of a postal from P. J. Brunton, former- 
ly of the plant department. He states that he 
and Joe Abrams, formerly manager at Dor- 
chester, have landed in the good old U. S. A,, 
but do not know when they will be turuea 
loose. He says they are in good health and 
spirits and hope to be home soon. 

Miss Faye Boss, relief operator at Hum- 
boldt, spent some time visiting in Lincoln 
this month. While there she was showu rne 
aeroplane, at the Hebb Motor Works, which 
was owned by Brooks Harding, Errold Bahl 
and A. Zook, young men of Humboldt. The 
machine has since been destroyed by fire, 
while making a trial flight. 


Miss Kathleen Goddard, operator at Hum- 
boldt, visited her sister, Mrs. P. M. Germain, 
at Auburn several days recently. 


An immense crowd saw the demonstration 
by the war tank at Humboldt, Saturday, 
April 19. At about 9:30 a. m. the parade, 
led by the band, left the depot, going through 
the principal streets to the city park where 
addresses on the Victory Loan were given. 

Edward Dorland, Jr., troubleman at Hum- 
boldt, has been working with a sleet storm 
gang in the Western District for a couple 
of weeks. 


Ed Dorland, troubleman at Humboldt, and 
his trusty (?) car. 
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Miss Thresa Omacht, toll operator at Ne- 
braska City, iS wearing a new diamond. 

Miss Erenstene Blummel, of the commercial 
department at Nebraska City, is again on duty 
after several months absence. 

The installation of a new section on the 
switchboard at Nebraska City has been com- 
pleted. 

The Tobias chief operator, Miss Shirley, 
and A. F. Heater, were married at the bride’s 
home, March 27, 1919. Mrs. Heater will con- 
tinue with her work at Tobias aS chief oper- 
ator. 

Mrs. A. F. Heater, not having very much 
experience as a cook, was presented with a 
nice large soup kettle, by the employes of 
the Tobias exchange. 

The Tobias exchange holds the marriage 
record. In the past seven months three of 
the operators have been married. If there 
are any Operators in the circuit who wish 
to get married and are out of luck, it would 
be well to try for employment at the ‘lonias 
exchange. 

Bert Overcash, manager at Seward, spent 
Monday, April 4, in Garland, on business. 

Miss Elise Luecke, assistant cashier, Lincoln, 
left Friday afternoon, April 18, for Avoca, to 
spend the week end with relatives. 

Miss Irene Duncan, of the commercial de- 
partment, Lincoln, made a short business (?) 
trip to Fairbury, Saturday night, April 19. 
How about it, Irene? 

Mrs. Goldie Graham, Havelock, has gone 
to David City to fill a vacancy in the ex- 
change there, for a week or ten days. 

The company is putting up a little build- 
ing at the Harvard exchange, on the corner 


opposite Shuck’s lumber yard, to use for a ga- | 


rage and storage purposes. 

Miss Scharfogel, of the commercial depart- 
ment, Lincoln, is wearing a new: diamona. 

The following Osceola employes have sub- 
seribed for bonds for the Victory Loan: Miss 
Myrtle Shelmadine, chief operator; Miss Lil- 
lian Timm, assistant chief operator; Miss 
Myrtle Jaxson, Miss Laura Woberg, Miss 
Alice Matheson, Mrs. Millie Dahlberg, Mr. C. 
Huff, wire chief; Mr. H. H. Mills. 

Mr. Mills, (better known aS Doc), says he 
is glad the grass is green, for he don't have 
to haul hay for the cow any more, 


Miss Abbie Norton, toll operator at Weep- 
ing Water, was off duty one day on account 
of sickness. 

The David City people had the privilege of 
seeing a “real’? war tank Wednesday, April 
16th. The tank appeared there in the inter- 
est of the Victory loan. This war tank, 
weighing six tons, was a tank that had seen 
usage on the battle fields. It was manned 
by two veteran tank soldiers both from Den- 
ver. 

Miss Nellie Crosswhite, of David City, went 
to Lincoln, April 19th, to spend the day. 

Miss Eble, line operator at Fairbury, visited 
in Omaha a couple of days this month. 

Miss McNabb, chief operator at. Fairbury, 
spent a portion of April in Auburn and Be- 
atrice. 

Miss McCall, ‘‘A’” operator at Fairbury, is 
taking a two weeks’ vacation. 

Ada Johnson has been employed in the 
traffic department at Fairbury. : 

Miss Olive Slater, information operator ana 
Miss Dyer, recorder, spent a few days in Lin- 
ecoln visiting a former Fairbury operator, 
Miss Shugart. 

Mrs. Brandt has been promoted to instruc- 
tress in the traffic department at Fairbury. 

The operators of the Fairbury exchange en- 
joyed a breakfast in the park April 23, at 
4:30 A. M. 

Miss Alma Lange, cashier of the Fairbury 
exchange, underwent an operation the latter 
part of April. 

Miss McNabb, chief operator at Fairbury, 
is proud to state that every operator in her 
employ holds an “A” diploma. Miss McNabb 
Says she is sure every chief operator wuild 
try to attain this condition if they realized 
how necessary and how valuable it is to be 
able to work any one of twenty-five operators 
on a toll position. 

Cc. J. Wilbern has entered the employ of 
the plant department at Fairbury. 

District Traffic Chief Murphy, of the West- 
ern District, also District Commercial Mana- 
ger Cooper, were pleasant visitors at the 
Fairbury exchange during the latter part of 
April. 

A. R. Sluss has returned to Fairbury and 
we are glad to report that he is again with 
the plant department. 


It is reported that Traffic Chief Murphy was recently arrested for exceeding 
che speed limit. 


} 
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Mr. Troubleman, if that sleeve is rusty on 
the outside it is sure to be rusty inside ana 
will cause you a lot of grief, so do not use it, 

Mr. Car Driver, that Sign says, (look out 
for the cars), means more now days than 
ever, since the gandy dancers have started 
riding in gas buggies, for they don’t have 
any bell or whistle. 

Say, Mr. Murphy, Blub wants to know if 
you plant those Irish potatoes with their 
eyes up or down. 

Miss Lillie Erickson has been employed in 
the contract department, Lincoln. 

W. C. Cooper, Hastings, is in receipt of a 
letter from Troy O. Rinehart, formerly of the 
commercial department, Hastings. He has 
just returned from ‘Over There,’ and expects 
to be back with the company as soon as ne 
receives his discharge. 

Miss Lena Lanfear, ‘‘A” operator at Has- 
tings, visited home folks at Hansen while .en- 
joying a two weeks’ vacation. 

Mrs. J. B. Thomas, ‘A’ operator at Has- 
dings, is enjoying a visit from her brother, 
who recently returned from France. 

Private Lucius Vastine, brother to Edna 
Vastine, “A’’ operator at Hastings, returned 
from France the 25rd. 

Miss Elfrieda Zieler, night operator at Has- 
tings, visited relatives in Lincoln while on 
her vacation. 


Mrs. Viola Rouse, formerly Viola Adams, ~ 


line operator at Hastings, returned to the em- 
ploy of the company, but only remained about 
two weeks as she was called out of town 
unexpectedly. 

The operators of the Hastings exchange 
held a candy and pop corn sale April 26th, 
the proceeds to be paid on a Victrola for the 
rest room. The greater share of the candy 
was made and donated by the girls. The 
popeorn was sold in balls and sacks. Those 
who did not donate candy and some of those 
who did, each gave a dollar with the result 
of about $45.00 to add to the Victrola fund 
making a total of $85.00. 

Miss Edna Williams, line operator, Lincoln, 
Was married a couple of weeks ago to Mr. 
Belote. We all wish her great happiness. 

Miss McAlpine, rural operator, Lincoln, is 
expected home in a few days, much improved 
in health, after taking several weeks’ treat- 
ment at Rochester, Minn. 

Miss Hilma Peterson, “B” operator, Lin- 
coln, has resigned to take a position as 
cashier in a grocery store. 

Mrs. Gardner, Mrs, Jacobsen and Miss Zar- 
baugh, Lincoln operators, are on their ya- 
cations. 

Miss Amy Wagner, line operator, Lincoln, 
has moved to Columbus, Nebr. 

The following operators have been em- 
ployed in the Lincoln office: Misses Waymire, 
Cleo Miller, Julian, Conway, Ridley, Foster 
and De Voe. 

Mrs. Joseph Abrams, received word that 
Joseph Abrams, formerly manager at Dor- 
chester, had arrived at Newport News the 
29th of April and Mrs, Abrams leaves to meet 
him soon. 

The following operators at David City have 
graduated from the Traffic Correspondence 
School: Misses Ella Conrad, Ruth Rucekles, 
Elizabeth Machurek, Anna Michalek and Myr- 
tle Orendorff. 


For several days after the sleet storm of 
April 9, David City was practically cut off 
from the outside world as far as telephone 
service was concerned. Of the 41 farm lines 
only one was working; all the toll com- 
munication was out of service and a good 
many local lines were down. For three days 
not one toll connection was given and for 
several days one operator was able to han- 
dle the board alone. 

Miss Lillie Johnson, of Bertrand, has been 
transferred to the David City office, April 7. 

Miss Grace Spencer, of University Place 
and Mrs, Goldie Graham of Havelock, have 
been helping in the David City office recently. 

The operators at David City received a beau- 
tiful bouquet of carnations from Mr. Frank 
Ayers, the florist, in appreciation of good 
Service rendered. 

Misses Agnes Litjen and Dot Rubenthaler 
were recently employed in the David City 


* office. 


Lincoln Club Room Corner 

The Club Room Jis Open every day till 
eleven p. m. and any male employe from any 
of our districts is welcome to make use of 
Same. ; 

It was necessary to repair the pool table last 
week on account of some careless playing on 
same. 

The noon hour is a favorite time for the 
boys and many strenuous and exciting games 
are played. 

Joe Hartley says he has lost his ‘pool’ 
nerve—Poor Joe! 

The boys seem to have forgotten the coin 
box for “Smoker Fund” contributions. We 
shall have to wake up if we want to have 
another smoker before Thanksgiving, 

We are still waiting for photos of many 
of “our patriotic boys” for the honor frame. 
If you haven’t one to spare loan us one and 
we will copy and return the original. Every 
boy who went to the colors and who had- 
worked for this company should have his 
photo occupy a space in this maker of his- 
tory. Send same to News office and we will 
take care of them. 

Dr, Eckles presented the York night oper- 
ators with a box of candy in appreciation 
of good service rendered during a fire uv wis 
home. 

Miss Florence Haynes, of Hastings, visited 
her aunt, Miss Sarah Horn, York assistant 
chief operator, on Sunday, April 6. 

Mrs. F. W. Kennedy, manager of the Sut- 
ton exchange, returned the first of the month 
from his vacation, spent at different points 


‘in the east. 


Miss Marie Scheideman, of Sutton, was a 
lincoln visitor recently. 

Miss Marie Sheehy, of the traffic force at 
Sutton, has been off duty the past week on 
account of sickness, . 

Private Richard Nuss, brother of Miss Hilda 
Nuss, “A” operator at Sutton, returned from 
Irance the eighteenth, after seventeen months 
in the service. 

Miss Hilda Nuss, of Sutton, completed the 
correspondence course in toll operating this 
month. 

F,. S, Nichols and D. VY. Cary had an op- 
portunity to get a little “Fresh” air as a re- 
sult of the recent sleet storm. Both are puck 
on the job in the switchroom again, 
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C. H. Johnson returned Monday morning 
after a month’s leave of absence. He reports 
an increase of five pounds. 

A. W. Osterhaut, of Cotner University, and 
seven students of the physics class, were con- 
ducted through the Lincoln office recently. 

I. O. Lansing received a card from M. S. BH. 
George F. Gorham, dated April 11, in whitch 
he stated that he was still waiting for a 
transport. Meanwhile he is seeing France. 
Expects to be in the U. S. A, in nine or ten 
years, 

D. V. Cary received a ecard from Thornton 
Hack, saying they were leaving France April 
18, and expected to be home about May 19. 

On April 7, the operators in the Platts- 
mouth office held a birthday surprise on Mrs. 
Wallick, chief operator. The girls were very 
clever in planning the affair; not a hint was 
dropped that anything unusual was to hap- 
pen. About nine-thirty they came in cars 
to the house and when Mrs. Wallick and Miss 
Foster came home from the picture show the 
house was dark, so the surprise was com- 
plete. At eleven a dainty lunch was served. 
The girls left as a reminder of the event three 
pieces of ivory and many good wishes. 

Mrs. Wallick, chief operator at Plattsmouth, 
Spent several days the last of April assisting 
Miss Ladner at Wahoo. 

Miss Georgie Matach has been employed in 


the commercial department at Plattsmouth to 


take the place of Miss Adams. 

Miss Clara Mumm has been employed as op- 
erator in the Plattsmouth office. 

Grist & Grist presented the operators 
at Plattsmouth with two boxes of candy, also 
Mrs. Dounley sent a lovely box of home made 
cookies and cake in appreciation of good 
service. 

The employees at Plattsmouth gave a birth- 
day postal shower to Miss Foster on April 14. 

Miss Ollerman, operator at Blair, called on 
the traffic department at Weeping Water, 
April 19. 

Miss Maude Moulton, clerk of the commer- 
cial department at Weeping Water, has re- 
signed her position on account of her health. 
We are very sorry to lose her as she has 
been employed by the company for several 
years and she will be greatly missed by all. 

Mr. Onis Wright, of Omaha, Mr. Guy 
Shreaves, of Elmwood, and Miss Pearl Wood- 
ard, operator at Eimwood, spent Easter Sun- 
day at Weeping Water, guests of Miss Eliza- 
beth Reed, chief operator. 

Miss Elizabeth Reed, chief operator at 
Weeping Water, resigned her position to take 
charge of the exchange at Sutherland, Nebr. 
Miss Reed has worked at this exchange for 
fourteen years, being an old employe of the 
Plattsmouth company, and has been in con- 
tinual service of the Lincoln company, since 
they took it over. She has been very success- 
ful in her work there and we hate to lose her, 
but wish her the best of success in her new 
work. 

Mr. Dewey Duffield is the new trouble- 
man at Weeping Water, filling the vacancy of 
Mr. Cole. 

At the opening of the Russell Pharmacy, 
Weeping Water, the operators and clerk were 
each presented a box of candy. 

Mrs. Lucy Lyle, night operator at Weep- 
ing Water, recently spent three days in Lin- 


ecoln visting her. sister. 

Mr. J. P. Lahr, manager at Weeping Water, 
was called to Maryville, Mo., on account of 
the death of his sister. He was accompanied 
by Mrs. Lahr. We extend our heartfelt sym- 
pathy to them. 

Miss Ruth Davidson, ‘A’’ operator at Weep- 
ing Water, was an over Sunday visitor at 
BHlmwood. 


“That large bump running across the back of 
your head,” said the phrenologist, ‘‘means that 
you are inclined to be curious, even to the 
point of recklessness.” 


“T know it,’ said the man who was con- 
sulting him: “I got that bump by sticking 
my head into the dumb waiter shaft to see 
if the waiter was going up, and it was 
coming down.” . 


THE PROGRESS OF DEMOCRACY 


In one of the Western States, an old darky 
who had not read in adyance of the recent 
eclipse of the sun, came out of a dark cellar 
just as the eclipse reached its totality. Peer- 
ing into the darkness in amazement, he in- 
quired: 

“Land sakes! What kind of a daylight 
savin’ bill has dat Congress passed now?” 


AMERICAN COLORS 


Attention has been called to the fact that 
recent research work on the part of German 
chemists has developed three new colors 
which will not run under any circumstances 
or conditions, no matter how severe. Need- 
less to say, they are red, white, and blue. 


New switchboard at Juinata. Mrs. Cora 
Vreeland, Chief Operator standing; Miss Carrie 
Kindig, operator, at board. Thanks to these 
operators, excellent service is being given the 
Juniata subscribers. 


OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
FRANK H. WOODS 
s. H. BURNHAM 
C. J. BILLS .Treasurer 
Secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
General Manager 
Auditor 


COMMERCIAL 


R. E. MATTISON Commercial Superintendent 


W. THORGRIMSON....District Commercial Manager, Central District 


. E. BELL District Commercial Manager, Northern District 


W 
W District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
WwW District Commercial Manager, Western District 


M. T. CASTER Plant Superintendent 
H. H. WHEELER, Jr. Plant Engineer 
Hav B 1) A Mae eae a ae District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
J. PUGSLEY District Plant Chief, Southern District 
H. W. WHEELER District Plant Chief, Western District 


TRAFFIC 
GEO. K. GANN Traffic Superintendent 
Rk. S. BREWSTER Traffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
R. O. PARKS District Traffic Chief, Southern District 


R. E. MURPHY. District Traffic Chief, Western District 
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WELCOME HOME 
(Cover Picture) 


Welcome home. We greet you all 

For the heroes that you are. 

Welcome from the battlefields 

We were proud of you when you sailed away, 
With never a thought of fear 

But with minds all set to do your bit 

And the war clouds help to clear. 


The things that you had done at home 

You doubled and tripled out there. 

You tackled what seemed impossible tasks 
With a will to do and dare, 

And the record made by the Signal Corps 

As they bravely stuck to their job 

Ison par with the deeds of the gallant Marines 
’ And the submarine feats of the Gob. 


We want you to feel we appreciate 
What you have done so well, 

For our hearts are filled with gratitude 
That our lips no words to tell. 

It gives us a thrill when we stop to think 
That we claim you each as a friend, 
And soon again you'll be in our ranks, 
For you've seen the war to its end. 
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FIFTEEN YEARS OLD 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
company will complete the fifteenth year 
of its existence on the Ist of July next, 
and be ready to enter upon the year which 
is presumptively descriptive of all its girl 
operators—its sixteenth. A glance at the 
statement of development the statisti- 
cally inclined business office insists on 
being printed every month will show it 
to be a rather healthy youngster. 

The company was first organized in 
1903 by a group of Lincoln capitalists, 
at the head of which was Mr. Frank H. 
Woods, who has been its president since 
1912. Mr. Woods was the moving im- 
pulse in the organization, and associated 
with him were his two brothers, Mark W. 
Woods and George J. Woods and Col. C.J. 
Bills, who are still directors. The ex- 
change was built and in operation by 
May of 1904, but it was not until the 
first of July that it was in full service 
condition, and from that date charges for 
service were collected. Later the Wes- 
tern Telephone company, organized by 
members of the Lincoln company, butit 
the first toll lines. These were incorpo- 
rated with the parent company not long 
after. 

The exchange activities of the com- 
pany were largely confined within the 
Lincoln zone for the first seven and a half 
years, building up a service of 10,000 
phones. In 1912 the Lincoln company 
sold its interest in the exchanges it owned 
outside of Lincoln north of the Platte 
river and purchased all of those of the 
Bell in the territory south of the river to 
the west line of the counties of Adams 
and Webster. After this transaction was 
complete it found itself the owner of 58 
exchanges operating 27,783 telephones. 
Later it purchased the properties of the 
York county, the Seward county, the 
Johnson county, and other independent 
companies, including the Surprise in But- 
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ler county and still more ats the 
Nemaha county company. By 1917 the 
number of exchanges had increased to 
98 and the stations served 54,626. Not- 
withstanding that since then we have 
been up against war conditions, the com- 
pany now operates 111 exchanges and 
59, 723 stations. 

Most of the executives of the com- 
pany have been with it from the earlier 
years, and a number of their aides have 
similar records of service. M. T. Caster, 
plant superintendent, and C. P. Russell, 
secretary, were among the first. L. E. 
Hurtz became general manager in 1906. 
R. E. Mattison, commercial superinten- 
dent, began service with the company in 
1905, and has been with it ever since save 
for a brief service with the state associa- 
tion. Geo. K. Gann became traffic super- 
intendent when the company first invaded 
the toll field, in May, 1908. 

The company is not unmindful of the 
splendid co-operation and help of many 
of its employes, who have been loyal 
boosters for it and faithful workers, qual- 
ities that are responsible for the growth 
and development of the company and the 
excellent standing it possesses in the 
various communities that it serves. 

There are almost as many exchanges in 
the territory covered by it that are op- 
erated by local companies as are listed 
in its directory, and with these cordial 
relations have long existed and an inter- 
change of toll service has been main- 
tained with most of them from the be- 
ginning. The company has sought to 
treat its employes with the utmost fair- 
ness. It has provided a pension and dis- 
ability system and has increased their 
wages and salaries whenever it has been 
possible to do so. Its revenues are de- 
pendent upon the good service furnished 
and its exchange rates and toll charges 
are fixed by the public acting through the 
state railway commission. This latter 
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fact has made it impossible for the com- 
pany to act as promptly in the matter 
of wage increases as its directors have 
desired, but each request of the company 
for increased revenues in order that these 
increased wages might be paid has been 
granted by the commission so far. 

It might be well to emphasize the fact 
that all of the increased revenues that 
the public has paid for telephone service 
have been re-distributed promptly by the 
company among its employes in the form 
of increased wages-and salaries. Nota 
dollar invested by the bondholders or 
stockholders receives a cent more return 
now than when put in seven years ago, 
while the stockholders who built the origi- 
nal plant actually receive one per cent 
less, getting 7 per cent dividends where 
they first were given 8 per cent. 


THE NEW WAGE INCREASE 

Beginning with the first of June the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph company 
placed into effect a higher wage scale. 
The increases go largely to men working 
in the plant department of the company, 
although the operators and all other bran- 
ches of the service share in the fattened 
pay envelope. At present the company 
is short 198 men of a complete working 
force in the plant department, and it is 
hoped that the increased wages will at- 
tract more workers. 

The company, like all other public utili- 
ties, works under a handicap in dealing 
with the wage question. The rates which 
it is permitted to charge are fixed by the 
state, through the Railway Commission, 
and are so arranged that after paying the 
current wage scale enough remains only 


WESTERN DISTRICT COMMERCIAL CONFERENCE 

On Monday, May the 26th, a meeting was held of all the Commercial employes in the 
Western District to go over the matter very carefully of the proposed increase in telephone 
rates. f 

Those present at this meeting from Lincoln: L. E. Hurtz, Gen’l Mgr., R. E. Mattison, 
Com’! Sup’t, M. T. Caster, Plant Sup’t., and Geo. K. Gann, Traffic Sup’t. 

The meeting opened promptly at 3 o’clock in Room No. 605, Clarke Hotel, and business 
was. proceeded to at once and continued until 5:45 when the meeting adjourned to have a 
picture taken and immediately afterwards a banquet was served at the Clarke Hotel in the 
“grill room.” After everyone had all that they could eat, Mr. Hurtz again called the meeting 
to order and business was discussed until 10:30 and it was the census of opinion of all those 
present that the time had been spent very profitably. 

Those present, top row, left to right: A. E. Holt,Mgr., Geneva; J. S. Jackson, Chief Clerk, 
Hastings; C. Haberman, Mgr., Friend; Jim Dudgeon, Mgr., Milligan; A. F.. Schouboe, Mer., 
Hebron; Rex Alley, Megr., Exeter; H. D. Lapp, Megr., Glenvil; EB. W. Snoddy, Wire Chief, Clay 
Center; H. R. Cole, Cashier, Hastings; C. H. Jensen, Mgr., Superior; R. J. Rogers, Mer., Fair- 
mont; Troy O. Rinehart, Hastings; Bottom row: G. J. Warren, Mgr., Red Cloud: O. W. Gowen, 
Megr., Ong; F. W. Kennedy, Megr., Sutton; H. W. Wheeler, Dist. Plant Chief, Hastings: R. L. 
Thomas, Mer., Dorchester; R. EB. Murphy, Dist. Traffic Chief, Hastings; R E. Mattison, Comm’. 
Sup’t., Lincoln ; W Cooper, Dist. Comm’l. Mgr., Hastings; E. Jeffries, Mgr., Harvard; L. E&. 
Hurtz, Gen’l. Mgr., Lincoln; G. N. R. Browne, Special Agent, Hastings; G. K. Gann, Traffic 
Sup’t., Lincoln; M. T. Caster, Plant Sup’t., Lincoln; J. W. Richison, Mgr., Edgar; L. B. Collier, 
Wire Chief, Hastings. 

All of the managers of the Western District were present, except M. L. Jones of Fairbury. 
His son graduates from the Conservatory of Music in Des Moines this week and he attended 
the graduating exercises. 
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to pay those who furnish the money to 
build the system a return averaging 5.6 
per cent on the actual money invested. 
As the company, in order to meet the 
demands of the public for additional fa- 
cilities, is in constant need of money in 
the form of new capital, it cannot reduce 
this return over a very long period with- 
out killing the goose that lays the golden 
egg. 

It is, therefore, always necessary, in 
order to secure additional revenues with 
which to pay any materially higher 
wages, to apply to the railway com- 
mission for increased _ rates. This 
procedure often interferes with the 
prompt meeting of the reason- 
able needs of the workers in the 
way of higher wages and salaries. {In 
this case, however, the company felt jus- 
tified in anticipating favorable action hy 
the commission, and the new increase 
went into effect before any rate increases 
were allowed. The expectation, generally 
held, that there would be.a decrease in 
the prices of goods has not been met. 
Apparently the cost of living is to remain 
high. It is but fair to the employes that 
their wages be increased as nearly in 
proportion as possible. 


The new wage scale will add $30,000 © 


a month to the payroll of the company, 
of which $14,000 is for operation and cur- 
rent repairs and must come from patrons 
in the shape of increased charges for ser- 
vice. It should be the aim of the officers 
and the employers to bend their energies 
to giving such a service that subscribers 
will not feel aggrieved over their new 
rates. All of the increase goes to the em- 
ployes. 


“Oh, doctor !" exclaimed the distracted 
mother. “I do not know what is the matter 
with my 9-year old son. He eats ravenously 
and at the same time complains bitterly about 
everything that is set before him. He flies 
into sadden and causeless passions, throws 
himself on the floor, and wallows there, kick- 
ing and howling. If he undertakes a task he 
starts it hindside foremost, stops in the 
middle, turns it upside down and inside out, 
works till he becomes disgusted, and then 
quits without having accomplished anything. 
He is costing me almost more than he is 
worth and, if I say it, seems to have less 
sense than he was born with.” 


“The poor lad has somehow or other gotten 
under government control.” returned the phly- 
sician. ‘‘Heaven help gou both, for I can 
do nothing for either of you!” 


SHINING EXAMPLES 


The man who has the distorted notion 
that it is‘influence and pull that push 
men along to the better-paying jobs in 
the telephone business may be impervious 
to the fervid denials of this fact and to 
the declarations that in this. work, as in 
all other industries, there is a big demand 
for men for the big jobs, and that the 
Wise man is he who has got himself ready 
for opportunity when she comes knocking. 


‘ But he can’t close his eyes to the actual 


happenings. 

Ben S. Read, at the age of 43, has just 
been made president of the Bell Telephone 
company that operates the district com- 
posed of Colorado, Utah, Montana, Wyo- 
ming, Idaho, New Mexico, Arizona and a 
part of Texas. Before he was fourteen 
Read was a messenger boy in the office 
of the Bell company in his home town of 
Carthage, Tenn. He didn’t confine him- 
self to being a good messenger boy. He 
busied himself learning the business. He 
got the chance to know the practical side 
of telephone work because he was ready 
for each job when the job was ready for 
him. Before he was 22 he was a local 
manager of an important town, and later 
served as managers for the important 
cities of Chattanooga and _ Louisville. 
When he was 31 years old he was man- 
ager at New Orleans. At 36 he was gen- 
eral manager for the Bell company of 
Missouri and at the age of 88 became the 
operating vice president of the South- 
western system . Now he steps higher. 
The kind of a telephone man he is js 
shown by the fact that he was named by 
Postmaster General Burleson as a mem- 
ber of the operating board. 

But we need not go that far from home 
for a shining example. Lloyd Wilson, 
the youthful general commercial super- 
intendent for the Bell Northwestern 
group, which includes the Nebraska prop- 
erties, was an office boy at the Platts- 
mouth exchange less than twenty years 
ago. He was later manager at Central 
City, then at Grand Island, then was 
called into headquarters for an important 
job there, then made manager at Minne- 
apolis, and now comes back to Nebraska 
to take one of the big jobs here, an ap- 
pointment recently announced. There is 
no part of the business he doesn’t know 
thoroughly, and that is why he is up 
there with the big envelope-drawers. 
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AN 8. 0. S. CALL 


The editor of The Telephone News 
would appreciate it very much if em- 
ployes would take to themselves person- 
ally his: oft-repeated request for articles 
that they think would be of interest to the 
other readers. Managers have interest- 
ing experiences in dealing with. refrac- 
tory subscribers and they also have in- 
stances where subscribers have shown 
unexpected human traits—these would be 
worth while jotting down and printing. 


Canvassers, collectors, directory solici- 
tors, clerks, operators, supervisors, plant 
men, installers, all of you, have little 
adventures in telephone life, some new 
idea, some new experinece, some funny 
happening connected with your work, a 
new way of doing an old thing—these 
are the things we want. If you are back- 
ward about appearing in print over your 
own name, tell us and we'll be glad to 
pose as the author. If you think it may 
not be said right or written right, don’t 
worry about that. The editor is a wonder 
when it comes to putting literary polish 
on things, and he’ll guarantee to attend 
to that detail. If you have pictures of 
members of the telephone family that 
celebrate an event or have special signifi- 
cance send them along. 


This paper is printed for the purpose 
of interesting you, not only in the busi- 
ness and in your work, but in the lives 
of those who are working with you. It 
ought to be a clearing house for ideas 
and experiences connected with the in- 
dustry. It ought to be more of a human 
interest document than it is. This is pos- 
sible only if we can get more of you to 
help. The few who do the contributing 
and the writing have narrow treadmills 
and experiences and not many more ideas 
than the average person—and they need 
your help to make The News more inter- 
esting. Service is the big idea of work 
today. You serve others when you con- 
tribute your bit to make The News more 
worth-while. 


DIDN’T FEAZE HIM 


“Bang!’’ went the rifles at the maneuvers. 


“‘Oo-oo!’’ screamed the pretty girl, a nice, 
decorous, surprised little Scream. She 
ptepped backward into the arms of a young 
soldier. 


“Oh!’’ said she, blushing, “I was frightened 
by the rifles. I beg your pardon.” 


“Not at all,’’ said the soldier. ‘‘Let’s go 
over and watch the artillery.”’ 


EMPLOYES MAY PURCHASE STOCK 


On July ist, 1919, the company will 
offer the employes another opportunity 
to purchase stock in the Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company on the in- 
stallment plan, by the payment of $2.25 
per share per month. These payments, 
together with a slight bonus given by the 
company to those who retain their stock 
till paid out, matures the payments and 
pays the stock out in full in three years, 
and as the intention of the company is to 
continue this offer annually, as soon as one 
series is paid out another will begin with- 
out overlapping. Some of the employes 
have adopted the plan o ftaking what 
stock theye an carry, one, two or three 
shares from each series, and so on each 
year on July ist, they receive some stock 
which represents a saving from their 
earnings invested in a conservative secur- 
ity, paying them quarterly dividends and 
is a safe bulwark against distress in time 
of need. -The same liberal features will 
prevail that have covered previous issues 
and all employes are recommended to 
make their savings in this way. 


W. F. Dilworth, who has returned to service 
as Lineman in the Southern Dist. after many 
months’ service with Uncle Sam, 
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LOOKING INTO FUTURE 


Many telephone companies face a very 
uncertain future. While the government 
has had their properties in charge the 
cost of operation has increased by leaps 
and bounds, faster than the state com- 
missions, which have asserted their right 
of control even in war time, would allow 
the postoffice department to increase 
rates and thus give adequate revenues. 
The properties are now to be handed 
back to them by the government, Uncle 
Sam will charge his loss to war expense, 
and the telephone company owners wil! 
be left to struggle with a problem that 
it is unfair to them, under all the circum- 
stances, to compel them to assume. 

The wire control board has recommen- 


ded legislation that will provide for co- 


ordination of operation of all wire sys- 
tems and a sale and purchase that will 
enable this to be efficiently done; that 
provides rates shall be fixed by the inter- 
state commerce commission, which shall 
have power to do so whenever any com- 
pany takes out a federal charter; that a 
tribunal shall be created that will fix 
wages, hear grievances and settle work- 
ing conditions, its wage awards to be 
passed upon by the interstate commerce 
commission which shall increase rates 
whenever it increases wages. 

Postmaster General Burleson has sent 
a letter to the congressional committee 
having telephone legislation in charge, in 
which he says that the vexatious prob- 
lems confronting the wire companies will 
not be satisfactorily solved by a mere 
return of the properties to their owners. 
He says that the extraordinary increased 
cost of operation and maintenance which 
has been fastened on them as a result of 
the war will continue long after control 
passes from the government He adds: 

“The wire properties cannot in fair- 
ness to the owners or to the general 
public be returned under a burden of in- 
creased costs of operation without assur- 
ance of revenues sufficient to meet such 
increased cost, for otherwise deteriora- 
tion of the properties and the service will 
inevitably result and the public as well 
as the owners and investors in securities 
of these companies will be disastrously 
affected. A serious responsibility rests 
on the government to adopt every means 
possible, consistent with sound policy, to 
protect the public and enable the owners 


to operate their properties free from the 
dangers of receiverships or the serious 
impairment of their values or the deteri- 
oration of this important service. In my 
opinion some legislation to meet this sit- 
uation is imperative.” 


~ 


We have with us at this time the “Operating 
bunch” at Syracuse, whose record for service 
is hard to excel, and seldom equalled. Here 
it is,—mateh it. From left to right standing, 
Emma Seeloff entered the service in September 
1910, Sophia Windels came to us in September 
1914, Lillian Neibuhr, Relief Operator, and the 
Chief Operator, Emma Staack, (sitting) began 
their careers in Syracuse in September, 1999. 
It is regretted that Nellie Frazee, Night Opera- 
tor, does not appear in this picture. Miss 
Frazee became an operator in April, 1910. If 
there is a bunch of five or more that can show 
an better record for continuous service, The 
News will be delighted to be informed. 


Employer—Haven't you got anything else to 
do besides calling up girls on the ’phone all 
day long? 

Employe—Well, you see, I was formerly 4 
street car conductor. 

Employer—What has that got to do with it? 


Employe—I got into the habit of ringing up 
the fair. 


The following is a conversation which took 
place in the Milford exchange recently: 


Subscriber :—Central, give me Joe B——. 


Operator:—We have no Joe B with a 
telephone. 
Subscriber:—Why yes, Joe B——, the deaf 


and dumb fellow. 


Operator :—Deaf and dumb! What would he 
do with a telephone? 

Subscriber:—Why-er-um-m-m-m of course. 
Well, give me John B——. 
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A PLAN OF PROTECTION out of a desire to remove from the minds 
of its employes—and thereby enable them 


STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMEN h j leph : 
- The employe of the Lincoln Telephone to concentrate on their work—the natural 


& Telegraph company who sits down and 
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more become eligible. At the discretion 
of the committee and with the approval 
of the chief executives employes whose 
ages are 55 to 59 (females 50 to 54) and 
whose: term of employment has been 35 
years or more or whose age is less than 
55 (females less than 50) and whose term 
of employment has been 30 years or more 
become eligible. The same rule of com- 
putation, 1 per cent of the average an- 
nual pay for ten years, multiplied by the 
number of years of service, applies, pen- 
sions being payable monthly. 

The company invites a comparison of 
these benefits with those offered by in- 
demnity companies. It will disclose the 
large advantages attaching to continued 
service with the company. 


ELVA HAAS, HASTINGS OPERATOR 


Elva Haas, Hastings, was employed as an 
“A” operator September 3rd, 1918. Miss Haas 
has proven her efficiency in several ways, and 
was promoted to Local Supervisor February 
6th, 1918. 


GETTING THERE 

Everybody admires the fellow who is 
always on the job—who knows his busi- 
ness—who does business, and helps other 
people to do business. 

There is probably no field of effort that 
offers larger possibilities than the man- 
agement of the modern telephone plant. 

The telephone is the instant means of 
communication. It saves thousands of 
steps every day and years of -time every 
month. 

It places the business man in im- 
mediate contact with his customer. It 
eliminates time and bridges distance. 

What greater public service can any one 
render than the proper administration of 
a Telephone Exchange? People are in- 


clined -to overlook the obvious. They 


accept the telephone as a matter of fact. 
They use it constantly, but do not stop to 
think of its meaning in their daily lives. 

This line of thought certainly opens up 
wonderful possibilities for profitable ad- 
vertising of the service you offer to: your 
public. Tell the people about it. Keep 
the interesting facts regarding this ser- 
vice constantly before them. Make them 
appreciate what a smooth working and 
always ready telephone service means.It 
should not only increase your business, 
but build good will that means every sub- 
scriber a booster. | 


WHERE HONOR IS DUE 

To our mind, the girl behind the wire 
never gets a tenth of the credit due her. 

The citizen picks up the telephone and 
a pleasant voice at the other end of the 
wire says “number please?” 

But have you got HER number? It is 
the 99th power of efficiency. 

The girl operator works behind the 
scenes. She serves the entire community 
but is never seen. Only her kind voice, 
and her patience when you are in a hurry 
and get the numbers mixed, once in a 
while penetrate to the public conscience. 

And they are brave, too. Who ever 
heard pf a hello-girl abandoning her 
post during a fire, when the flames and 
smoke got uncomfortably close? 

The girl operators are a credit to their 
calling—a night and day job that is nerve 
racking, intense and confining. 

They are an important link in the 
chain of modern life. Give them all the 
honor that’s coming to them and do it 
on a silver platter. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructors 


THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Answers/torluesson |Top i ae es 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson L.......... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I...... 
Answers .to Lesson IT. s:.2...0020.2.¢4.005238-2- 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson II........ 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II.... 
Answers’ to.(Lesson [Te 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson ITI........ 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IIL.... 
Answers to Lesson IV.Q..-0.0..2..22 cece eeeeeeneeee eee 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV........ 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV.... 
Answers to Lesson V.00..0....2.2----2ecceeeeeeeeeneeee eee 


ENDORSED BY UNCLE SAM 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
company has been conducting for several 
years courses in toll operating and prac- 
tical telephone work, such as engineer- 
ing and construction. It was, in fact, 
among the pioneers in this line of train- 
ing employes. A recent bulletin issued by 
the United States training service en- 
dorses this method as the best one to be 
followed. This department has been or- 
ganized by the government for the pur- 
pose of preparing courses in the proper 
methods of training in various. industries 
and to aid both the worker and the manu- 
facturer. 

This bulletin says that the point spe- 
cially to be emphasized is that industrial 
training conducted in the plant or in con- 
nection with its activities results 
in the worker being better fitted 
for his job, and in consequence 
he “earns better wages, pro- 
duces more fer his Ymployer, has {2 
greater sense of self respect and remains 
at his task instead of periodically shift- 
ing from job to job.” 

Another extract from the bulletin may 
be helpful: “Not knowing how to do a 
job has two results: First, low efficiency, 
and second, quittance or discharge—labor 
turnover. Each of these operates to in- 
crease the cost of production. Both 
worker and employer pay a penalty for 
this condition, just as each would profit 
by its correction.” 

The company has been anxious frora 
the beginning and still is desirous of co- 
operating with all of its employes in 
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bringing to them better training for the 
jobs they have in hand. It-would be 
vastly pleased if every employe would 
take advantage of the opportunities offer- 
ed to them of getting special training in 
the courses the company offers them, and 
every employe would be better paid be- 
cause able to render better service if he 
or she enrolled for the courses and com- 
pleted them. 


SOWING AND REAPING 


The preachers have used one famous 
saying of the Apostle Paul to drive home 
moral and religious truths so often that 
its real application to the workaday life 
of men and women has been partly lost.: 
It is: “for whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap.” 

This contains so much of fundamental 
truth and wholesome advice that it should 
be hung up in shop and office. If a worker 
sows indifference towards his task he 
will reap indifferent pay. If he sows inat- 
tention to the details of his work he will 
reap inaccurate knowledge of his task. If 
he sows carelessness in handling tools 
and machinery he will reap accident and 
injury. If he sows selfishness and desire 


‘to push himself to the front without re- 


gard to fair dealing towards others he 
will reap hatred and a long fall. If he 
sows kindness he will reap love. If he 
sows devotion to his task he will reap 
complete knowledge of how to do it. If 
he sows knowledge he will reap big pay 
envelopes. 


There is no law of life that works with 
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greater exactitude and exactness than 
this one stated by the great apostle. Just 
as no man who sows wheat ever reaps: 
tares or reaps beans when he has sown 
corn, sO no person reaps love where he 
has sown hate or knowledge where he 
has sown ignorance or inattention. The 
seed is the thing. There is no power 
known that will produce from it anything 
other than what is contained within it. 
Put in the right seed and you will get 
what you have a right to expect from it. 

“For whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap” restates that prin- 
ciple of philosophy that says life is a con- 
tinuous thing, that there exists a connec- 
tion between every act, thought and word, 
that cause and effect are indissolubly 
linked. Don’t think you can sow late 
hours and reap rosy checks next day; 
don’t think you can sow all your leisure 
at the movies or in gossiping or in pleas- 
ure and reap advancement and better 
salaries. 


AN EARLY DAY TELEPHONE 


One of our Lincoln subscribers has con- 
tributed an interesting story of his tele- 
phone experience in the early days of 
the telephone. It follows: 


“When I gaze with supreme astonish- 
ment at the modern telephone of today, 
my mind reverts back to my boyhood 
days, when I lived in the city of Boston, 
Mass., of the pranks we used to play, and 
one thing that has come before me more 
than once is the crude telephone that 
we boys fixed up for our own use. 


It was somewhere close after the civil 
war, aS near as I can recollect, about 
1867 or 1868. We boys were at a iuss 
how to call each other when we wanted 
to get together, and so we rigged up a 
telephone. It consisted of two tin caxs. 
A hole was punched in the bottom of the 
cans and a common string attached to 
each can, the string being thoroughly 
resined. We nailed one end at one of 
our houses and the other at another 
house which was from two doors to three 
or four streets apart. We did not know 
what a block was in those days. 

I was then about ten years of age and 
when we wanted one of the boys we 
would go and strike on the tin can and 
the reverberation would resound at the 
other end of the string and if the teuow 
was there he would answer. Of course 
we could not talk to each other, only as 
we hollered the sound would reverber- 
ate and the boys would get together. 

I do not know who the first inventor 
of the telephone was, but I know we boys 
on Brighton street, Boston, former 
known ag Prudenville at Charlestown 
neck had a very crude idea of the mod- 
ern telephone.” 

Henry Allen Brainerd, 
514 South Sixteenth Street. 


ACCIDENT PREVENTION MEANS 


DOING YOUR WORK THE SAFF 


WAY. 


SAFETY FIRST 


Man piking pole with 
shovel, Another man 
at butt of pole. 


Shovel breaks out and falls 
striking man on head, 


Blood poison sets in wound 
vn head, Man in hospital 6 
or % weeks. 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, MAY 31, 1919 


Av’g Same 
Number Per Mo. last 
Vhones Tel. Qr. 
Central District veseceesesee LOLSEO 22 21 
Southern District ;.<........... 18504 Rays) 67 
Western District  j............: 12581 6 Si 
Northern District ...,...x..... 12756 Rates arts) 
ToERT A oi et: 62021 59 09 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
PENTICEL © sect ech ceenen 372 28 23 
Caresco © ascnt ct te 2G2 19 rE: 
College View. 22.8%... 460 oe 42 
avur 5 iva a achat SUN, he 2 SP ocike 194 2.72 1.00 
Denton * on: eee A 137 1.24 1.16 
CUP COTW U0 Cp oncsnndaenstatet xeecteozeds 209 aS 5 
Brave lo Gig et ces ei eneee Mincateneee 417 1 07 
TADCOlIT 9 capt erie teres 14207 14 16 
VUalecoliny 4622.0. See 123 1.10 OT 
poe hati boat: Meee meee Fe eee 193 122 21 
Pleasnnt Dale -..2:-2..%.:...-- 1 18 20 
RAVMNONA PAq-ccn kee tececsesensnbeces 197 1.72 1.38 
Uni. Place -n.----esseteeeeeecnn eee 1031 10 20 
ME hess A) cs he Pe 224 3 _3l 
District cotter 18180 22 21 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

AGBMS © Sicsesesces--..cosnoscccezeceserer 828 21 on 
ASDA n.a:---=snsscseceneestesereens 802 tes pie 
AUDUTD — conweeeceeceenrsnesceeeeeeeesseees 1155 6S 33 
ZONTPICR — -n.---c---------neceeeeenereeee 2661 19 _23 
Brock DE At AS 196 2 x 
Brownville . ...-.------------------0---- c .62 oe 
BULL ccccccecccececcecteceecceeeeceeseeeeeees 171 -60 62 
CLAtCOMIA — .ec---eeeeceneeeeeeeeeeteeeeees os ee a 
OOK, os igeratecwes-e--neg SP 3m 322 2 42 
Crab Orchard.....---..-.--------+ 202 9 1.15 
Dewitt ....cc------ceee-e-enqeeceeeteeteee> Bee at 23 
Douglas at seascerer wacgeecscescoccceee ar 5 =a 
Dunbar .--eeeeeceececeeteceeect et 8 1 2 
Elk Creek....---------------:2200077 tod 40 fae 
TELM WOOG -...:--se2eeeeterre eects jes ‘ae 8 
FAIL DULY  -wsseeeeeeenseereeeeteeteseee (25 ooo Sic 
Pile Vv. ....cc--tewse-cceneceeteccesnesecesers 1ee ae rie: 
Humboldt — «-----------++-----+eee02-* yoU : ed UD 
JOWNSOD — ----esreeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeeee pat ae 3. ths 
Lou) nville! ) o> ag eeoto08.44) haTey 1 7240 
Nebraska City ....«.-.---..---- 1694 Oe) 45 
NODA WKA — ccenececeosaececsenncscserets 205 G0 i (0 
Nemaha p81) BPA A252. Recterene 145 1.67 1.67 
Oto® ee, ph pe es ee. 100 98 AT 
| Pich tellie 2. ate ee 120 1.11 & 
Plattsmouth — «..-..-----1-- 1029 Ne oP 
Plymouth eS ee ns nis 162 1.65 
Siesta aimee TONE RR Meee aang 
SVTACUSC coceeeeeeeereeceereterseeetes O72 89 33 
TALMAGE — q.-cesececcesecreenstesesereet? oe ah ae 
Decumseh Fat raise ica pda |) (PEL, qin iS? 
Weeping Water -..--.----------- aoe oF oe 
Wilber  -....----:cs-eeecereeersrestrrt eee Bae 95 Od. 
W°VMOTLE  one--nensnessersecstenteeetnee® tia vf ti v “ 
District ....--.--sc----e-er-s eee 18h04 9 OT 


WESTERN DISTRICT 


Av’g Same 
Number [Per Mo. last 
Ihanes Tel, Qr. 


Belvidere”, #2222 eet ens 181 1.69 1233 
Carleton, 2.) eee 193 1.¢1 91 
Clay, \Center: 228 ae 461 1.3 1 
Dorchester, 2:20.52 22...23 438 9 1413 
Edgar, 4.45. Meee 455 <1 91 
Exeteh. 2.2 ee ees S08 1.46 1.49 
Bairfield (2.2 wee 407 .68 1 
Hairmont) oe 370 AT At 
Friend’ #32. ae Se 649) “09 44 
Geneva pes. 8 Se ee £05 1 1.23 
slenvil (218 eee ee ee 239 99 1.23 
Grafton) (2 eee eee 208 1.56 2 Oi4 
Hansen, 22.28: 2 2e ees 170 Sic 1.05 
Harvard (2320s: G28 04 OP 
Hastings tc Seer a se. 3187 45 46 
Hebron (25...) Ss eee O83 1.33 1 57 
Juniata 4) 22 seraewes 166 83 DD 
Milligan,” <4 2.23 Se 197 - 1.25 66 
ON | 22.225... eee 244 1) 89 
Pauline ..-.2:22 eee £2 44 DS 
Prosser "22. Sse ee 187 95 1.13 
Red¥! Cloud:-2.:.2222=. 2 241 a, DD 
SALON VAN! We cee ecewenretenae 175 .08 OS 
Shickleyay +4. SS see 404 3.32 2.88 
Stran geass 2k ee ee 81 2.20 2 35 
Superior®, Hl ee 883 S81 1.28 
SR ey 2 eS 663 1.77 1.53 
@ -- — 
1 DS Hop gas Cel een A a 12581 .86 S87 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Beaver Crossing................-- 399 TT .66 
Bellwood ) 2.882. 194 1.55 1.51 
Benedict P2282 SE 254 1.04 1.30 
Bradsnaw, tai3 2 enh 312 2.91 1.68 
Dey hs ksh el” Ree Se ee 236 .S4 46 
apQioitiy) Cee ek ea 128 2.12 20 
Gedar *Bluffs...2.223...2= 327 .22 85 
Golon,  &::24 23222 eS 146 4 AG 
Cordova .......... Sesh caveceereey eae 207 1.65 aa!) 
David City, =)..2e 2s. 924 “TD 67 
Dwight” tk ae a 111 1.70 D3 
Garland?! Se heh ks 178 t 1 
Garrison eve. se 117 3.72 1.32 
Gresham (es se 379 11 19 
Hampton) 22.2222 171 83 RS 
Tthacas Piste Oss. tS 142 1.13 112 
LushtOn » 2528s nites tee 92 19 8G 
McGGOo] 0. 2AM ae.. a: 298 99 1 29 
Mea Gita... Ske Se 232 1.31 1.18 
MATTEO | .2.. Seek sasl ee 505 35 58 
OX ero: Meg er ee 129 1.20 98 
Osceola .p9...i ek 650 IT 65 
IPOlK |) Boo So Ae eens 528 R4 11° 
Seward? (u.£2.Ja8 2222 2 1031 1.26 113 
Shell vjgretevseret etec ces ptesseces 362 1.04 1.22 
SUPOMSDULL or. see C99 99 D5 
T'AMOTE Vit... seccsisseecessecetteeeees «LOD 2 S84 215 
TDI CL, (Socecect-nnsh-tsseeeectees focesesee LAL ye Beane PD 
UD CO een testece cascenee tote sonorsetenc. 826 1.93 or 
SWIG, ve. sees cae eters Poe tte 314 7 133 
IWEiIND OF pats oc,seescsennostteoscsteoess sate 933 50 36 
N'A 0} i a SP le 1867 35 37 
agian) 5 Ree ey os 230 73 1.24 
Distrieta:Ate. akc 12756 8s -- 


12 _ THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, MAY 1919 


Good 
Rank Station Chief Operator Oe 2 rer rota Cate 
' CENTRAL DISTRICT 

30 Lincoln................. Miss A. Scouller.............. That ali 21:2 17.4 25035 

EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
22 Ashland................ Mrs. C. Hood..................- 10.4 20.5 16.7 12.4 £1697 
24 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............. 11.3...15.6 11.7 140 19385 
17 Dorchestevr..........- Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 9.0 25.0 0.0 9.4 746 
29 Mriend..2240...252... Miss A. Haberman........ 14.8 14.7 10.9 145 £1084 
9 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss................ 7.2 9.0 15.3 9.2 1035 
13 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 8.0 8.0 11.0 8.0 1885 
27 Seward.......:.<.-:-.. Miss N. Gumbel.............. 12.0 8.0 11.0 11.0 23896 
2 Wahoo.................. Miss Blanche Ladnev...... 5.3 (333 6.0 5.8 2197 
18 W. Water............. Miss M. McNamee........ 9.4 tA 9.2 9.2 940 
Total or Average... ecejccec cece es 95 12.0 111 10.8 138865 

WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
5 Hdgar..8 22ers Mrs. M. Beal.................... 6.3 2.8 9.3 ek 849 
1 Mxeter. se itt Mrs. R. Alley.................. 4.9 8.6 8.2 5.2 723 
23 Pairmont: 2.....!. Miss E. Prescott............ 10.6 8.5 129 #£410.0 912 
15 Geneva........-.-------- Miss G. Aldrup................ 83 11.2 15.7 10.8 £1877 
6 Harvard..............--Miss KE. Hein....2.-.......:..... 6.4 16 14.3 9.7 752 
28 Hastings.........-.-... Miss H. Richeson............ 12.2 15.7 18.5 18.4 8290 
10 Hebron..........--..---- Miss M. McKenzie.......... 7.8 104 15.0 12.0 1000 
31 Osceola...) es.s-2 Miss M. Shelmadine..... 153574" 26.2, 9272 TZ 662 
16 Red Cloud..........-- Miss L. Barrett.............. Sifee WAG FF12:2% 91 700 
10 Stromsburg.......... Miss L. Palm................ 7.38 14.1 7.8 8.5 648 
25 Superior...........---- iss M. Atwater............ 11.4 118 228 14.3 2602 
14 Suttons... ee Miss M. McDonald.......... 8.1 4.5 6.3 7.5 873 
20 Work aes ke Miss J. Michenev............ 96 148 15.9 12.0 2877 
Total or Average................---sscceseeeeee 10.8 128 15.6 12.1 22765 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
q Auburn. -:2-:.322-- Miss A. O’Donnell.......... 6.5 5.1 7.4 6.6 2830 
19 Beatrice........-------- Miss A. Potts........0.0....... 9.5 8.9 . 12.5 9.6 6042 
TSA | DEWitbsth 2c Miss B. Benson................ 94 10.4 8.4 8.4 742 
26 Fairbury..........----- Miss B. McNabb.............. 12.5. 15:8 “14.4 ° 13.0), 2978 
21 Humboldt.........-.-.. Miss C. Gillan............... a 9.8 9.4 0.0 9.7 1065 
8 Nebr. City........---. Wiss E. Felthauser........ 6.8 9.5 11.0 8.1 2905 
12 Syracuse...........-.-- Miss Emma Staack........ 7.9 8.9 8.7 9.5 1060 
4, ‘Mecumseh-222. Miss E. Smith.................. 6.2 62 15.3 10.5 1028 
3 Wymore..........-..-. Miss L. Hollett................ STiapl ea 94" a Ole | 1257 
11 Wilbev.........---------- Miss M. Mashek.............. 7.5 7.8 6.7 7.5 1011 
Total or Average... sgt mop 77 82 Wd 93 20413 
Total or Average for April....................---. 144 125 17.8 14.5 66850 
Total or Average for May...............-.--..----- LO:7 012.3 214.7 12.2 «82078 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Urback, desk operator at Nebraska The Misses Tinely, Whited and Walden, of 
City, resigned her position and was married Nebraska City. spent May 23 in Shenandoah. 
+o James Miller of Wabash. attending a celebration given in honor of the 

The Misses Abernathy, Bader and Wright Rainbow Division. 
of the traffic department at Nebraska City, .are Miss Lolla Campbell has been employed in 
enjoying a two weeks’ vacation. the commercial department at Nebraska City. 

Mr. Turner, manager at Nebraska City, spent T. O. Hack, former employe of the switch- 
several days in Lincoln, attending a com- room, spent a few days visiting old friends 
mercial meeting. in Lincoln and at the Telephone exchange. 
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Julia Bauer, Hastings. Holds the longest 
service record as a Line Operator in the Has- 
lui:gs exchange. Miss Bauer was transferred 
to the L. T. & T. Co. in June, 1914, having 
worked for the Independent ‘Lelephone Com- 
pany prior to that time. ‘lime and patience 
are valuable assets in any work. 


Mr. Harvey Betz, lineman at Wahoo, has 
been transferred to Lincoln. 


Miss Blanche Ladner, chief operator at 
Wahoo, recently enjoyed a two weeks’ vaca- 
tion at her home in Dewitt. 

Miss Lillian Baker, line operator, has been 
re-employed at Fairbury. 

While Mrs. Brandt, instructress at Fairbury, 
was explaining to her class that people in 
every walk of life have their troubles even 
the housewife not being immune. Manager 
Bennett hanpened along and verified the state- 
ment. Mrs. Bennett is visiting in K. C. while 
Mr. Bennett and Florence keep house. 


Miss B. McNabb, chief operator at Fairbury, 
visited in Beatrice last Sunday. 

Gretchen Brandt, assistant chief operator 
at Beatrice, visited the Fairbury exchange one 
day last week. 

Miss Vern Emerick, biling clerk at Fair- 
bury, spent last week-end with friends in 
Omaha, 

Miss A. Lange, cashier. and Miss M. Wlit- 
zing, Supervisor, at Fairbury, entertained 
the operators at a Kensington, at the home 
of Miss Klitzing, in May. A little work, 
many games, and dainty refreshments made 
the time pass so pleasantly that it was voted 
to hold these social meetings every month. 


John Ford, lately returned from France, is 
again at work as Inspector for the plant de- 
partment at Fairbury. 

Miss M. McCall, “A” operator at Fairbury, 
is again at work after a vacation spent with 
friends in Omaha. 

Miss W. Fisher, “‘A’’ operator at Fairbury, 
visited friends at Colby, Kans., during her 
vacation. 

Miss Boddye, “A” operator, and Miss Moss, 
night operator at Fairbury, are enjoying well- 
earned vacations. 

Miss C. Eble, line operator at Fairbury, is 
on night duty during Miss Moss’ vacation. 

Miss Klitzing, Fairbury supervisor, spent 
the second week of May visiting her mother 
who is very ill at a sanitarium in Savannah, 
Mo. 

Miss Lilian Curtis, Lincoln, is spending 
Sunday at David City 

Miss Merlie Markuson, Lincoln, was called 
to Yankton, So Dakota, last week on account 
of the illness of her sister. 

Miss Marie Horch was married in Omaha, 
May 21. to Mr William Nausler, Mrs. Nausler 
will remain with the company for a while. 

Mis: Iva Riesland, Lincoln, spent Decora- 
tion Day and the week-end at Woodriver, 
Nebr. 

The Misses Swanson, Underhill, Roth and 
Vrs Hilton, Lincoln operators, are on their 
vacations. 

The following have been employed recently 
in the operating department at Lincoln: 
Ruby Owen, Hazel Troyer, Cella Leuz, Oral 
Peterson, Edna Snyder, Pauline Dunn, Alberta 
MeQLelland and Mable Starkey. 

Miss Selma Hansen spent Decoration Day 
and the week end at her home in Beaver 
Crossing. The family celebrated the return 
of the brother from the navy by a large family 
reunion. 

Miss Potts, chief operator of the Beatrice 
exchange, was a caller at the Lincoln office - 
last week. 

Miss Agnes Schouller,chief operator, Lin- 
ecoln, is in receipt of a letter from Helma 
Greenlund, who has been touring France for 
the past two months. She has been high up 
in the Alps mountains, made a short tour 
through Italy, and expects to visit Paris 
and Spain before returning home. She is en- 
joying good health at present and expects 
to be home before long. 

E. E. Barnell, cashier of the Lincoln office, 
will leave June 17, for Los Angeles, California, 
for an extended visit with his mother. 


Miss Frieda Hoffman, line operator at Hast- 
ings, is enjoying a vacation at present. She 
expects to visit her sister in Norfolk before 
returning to work. 

The Misses Hilma Kissinger and Lydia 
Schafer, operators at Hastings, have returned 
from their vacations feeling rested and ready 
for work. 

Miss Julia Bauer, line operator in the Hast- 
tnrco avehbange. was married on May 18th to 
Herbert McCulla. employee in the plant de- 
nirtment. who recently returned from overseas 
service. 

Miss Helen Benner, line operator at Hast- 
ings, made a trip to Grand Island one day 
this month to visit an eye specialist. 

Miss Grace Bruns, clerk in the traffic depart- 
ment at Hastings, is enjoying a visit from 
her sister. 
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The Edison machine purchased for the 
Hastings rest room is a continuous pleasure 
to employes, and a.saving to the company 
as a large rug was removed, giving the girls 
a nicely waxed floor to dance on. 

The following were visitors in the traffic 
department of the Hastings office during May: 
Geo. K. Gann, Traffic Superintendent; L. E. 
Hurtz, General Manager; M. T. Caster, Plant 
Superintendent; and R. E. Mattison, Com- 
mercial Superintendent. 

Frieda Selander, Florence Gillispie and 
Maude Ramseier of Superior have completed 
the Traffic Correspondence Course.- 

Miss Sara DeTour, operator at Superior, re- 
signed and was married April 2S to Earnest 
J ones. 

Misses Brehm and Allison, line operators 
at Superior, have resigned and moved to Wy- 
more and Atwood, Kansas, respectively. 

Misses Rayhill and Colson have been em- 
ployed in the traffic department at Superior. 


Misses Myrtle Klitzing and Alma Lange 
entertained the [Fairbury operators at the 
home of Mrs. C. E. McDuff on Bighth St., 
Wednesday evening. About twenty girls were 
present and enjoyed the evening playing 
games. Light refreshments were served. 


Thursday, May 1, Mr. and Mrs. Wirthel, 
telephone managers at Cordova, returned from 
Rochester, Minn., where Mr. Wirthel under- 
Went an operation. We are glad to know he 
is recovering nicely and all are glad to see 
them at home again. 

The plant department at Beatrice has en- 
tered a ball team in the Beatrice City League. 
From all indications this team will give a 
good account of itself. 


L. B. Mapel, former Manager <-t ‘'tie> who 
just landed in New York, and will soon be 
with us again. 


Corporal C. B. Moore, former testman at 
Beatrice, has returned from overseas. It will 
be remembered that Mr. Moore enlisted in 
the Signal Corps the early part of the war. 

Wm. McMahon, Beatrice testman, is help- 
ing on the Fairbury cutover. 

A new testing apparatus has been installed 
in the shop at Beatrice. 

Russel Thorpe has been enployed as 
troubleman at Beatrice. 

Frank Walters is improving rapidly and is 
expected back to work in a few days. 

G. B. Arnold is manager of the L. T. & T. 
ball team at Beatrice. 

The new uniforms for the Beatrice ball team 
are expected to arrive in a day or two. 

Dan Higgins of Beatrice spent all day Sun- 
day, May 18, setting out tomatoes. Dan is 
considered the champion tomato raiser in Gage 
county. 

Miss Lorene Gould, toll operator at Wahoo, 
has accepted the position of assistant chief 
operator, to fill the vacancy left by Miss Ella 
Jacobson. 

Miss Francis Morris and Miss Winnie Olden- 
burg, have been employed in the traffic de- 
partment at Wahoo. 

Miss Martha Smikle, of Ashland, has ac- 
cepted the position of night operator at 
Wahoo. 

Geo. Cruickshank and Harvey Betz, of the 
plant department at Wahoo, are at David City 
and Bruno helping clear up the trouble at 
those places. 

The Wahoo telephone girls motored out to 
the Enoc Benson farm last Tuesday evening 
and gave Mrs. Enoc Benson a pleasant sur- 
prise. Mrs. Benson was formerly Miss Ella 
Jacobson, assistant chief operator at Wahoo. 
Tn spite of the terrible storm that occurred 
immediately after the girls arrived, they suc- 
ceeded in having a very good time. At a late 
hour a dainty two-course luncheon was served 
after which the girls presented Mr. and Mrs. 
Benson with a set of silver coffee spoons with 
their best wishes for a long and happy life. 

Foster Johnson, Tecumseh, has accepted a 
position with the company at Nebraska City. 
Foster did his bit in overseas service in the 
army and says he is ready to buckle down 
again in good old peaceful civilian life, and 
in uSeful occupation. 

Mrs. Edna Barter, manager at Louisville, 
left Friday, May 9, for a visit with friends 
at Dewitt. She was accompanied by her sister, 
Miss Jessie Garrison, who will remain in De- 
witt and Lincoln for an indefinite time. Dur- 
ing Mrs. Barton’s absence the exchange is 
in charge of assistant manager, Miss Mar- 
jorie Twiss and Miss Almeda Haddon. 


R. E. Mattison, Commercial Superintendent, 
enjoyed several days’ vacation in Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., the middle of May. 

The Misses Currie and Mary Lamps, former 
operators at Kearney, were employed in the 
Hastings exchange. 

Miss Lena Lanfear, Inf. operator at Hast- 
ings, enjoyed a pleasant surprise when her 
brother came home from Camp unexpectedly. 
He was in service overseas for several months. 


Miss Florence Lanfear, “A” operator at ° 


Hastings, enjoyed a visit from her “friend’’ 
who returned from overseas. 

Mrs. Laura McIntyre, former operator at 
Hastings, assisted in the office a few davs 
this month. : 


eS 


Miss Hazel Richeson, chief operator at Hast- 
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which the girls all enjoy. “Thanks to you, 
George.”’ 


ings, enjoyed a visit from her sister, Miss 
Viola Richeson, chief operator at Clay Center, 
one day this month. 

Miss Helen Seeman. “A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, visited home folks one day this month. 

Miss Lillian Seeman, ‘‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, is visiting home folks while on her 
vacation, 

Miss Cleo Catlin, ‘‘A’ operator at Hast- 
ings, has been transferred to night operating 
to fill the vacancy made by the resignation of 
Miss Elfrieda Zeiler, who moved to Scotts 
Bluff. 

Miss Margaret Dison, ‘“‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, visited relatives in Red Cloud the first 
of the month. 

Miss Emma Flessner, former operator at 
Glenvil, has ‘been transferred to the Hastings 
exchange. : 

Miss Elva Haas, local supervisor at Hast- 
ings, visited friends in Belleville, Kansas, 


‘while on a short furlough. 


Miss Florence Hayen, evening chief operator 
In the Hastings office, resigned and was 
married to Bobbie Greenleaf. plant employee, 
who has recently returned from overseas. 

Word was received from Lester Gjerman 
that he was unable to come across with the 
rest of the telephone gang on account of slight 
illness, which put him in the hospital for a 
few weeks. Gjerman was reported to be feel- 
ing very good and expected to be in the 
States soon. 

I. O. Lansing is taking a month’s vacation 
which will be spent visiting relatives and 
friends in Colorado, 

The following letter was received by the 
telephone girls at College View from Dr. 
Benj. F. Bailey, dated June 2, 1919: 
Telephone Girls, 

College View, Nebr. 

My dear friends: 
It was a very rapid emergency and a very 


dire demand that came to us Saturday morn- 
ing and I wonder if you know how much your 
prompt action and yonr thoughtfulness in 
doing things that we did not even have time 
to ask. helped us in the time when we needed 
you. We want you to know it. we want you 


.to know that we are your friends and that 


we are especially happy in the thought that 
you are our friends, and incidentally, it is 
Only a pleasure for me to say that almost 
without exception the service of the College 
View exchange has been patient, painstak- 
ing and efficient and that when we have had 
any growls it has been mighty rare that they 
were towards the College View exchange. 
Again thanking you, believe us very sin- 
cerely, 
Your friend. 


The Misses Ruth Cummins and Ethelyn 
Meyer are students in the David City office. 

Miss Ruth Ruckles, assistant chief operator 
at David City, was transferred to Bennett, 
as chief operator, May 15. Miss Lil Johnson 
succeeded Miss Ruckles as assistant chief 
operator. 

George Mehuron, wire chief at David City, 
presented the Traffic Department with seven 
beautiful potted plants, among them a beauti- 
ful fern, which adds greatly to appearance of 
the room. George also brought down his vic- 
trola and placed ia in the operator’s rest room, 


Miss Annu Heberman, chief operator at 
Friend, visited the David City office recently.. 

Miss Katherine Varin, operator at David 
City, received a box of candy from Wm. 
Parks, in appreciation of good service rend- 
ered. 

Harry L. Crouse, formerly manager at Bene- 
dict, who volunteered in 3917 for Service 
in the Signal Corps, was discharged at Camp 
Funston the first of June. The Telephone 
Company is certainly glad to have Mr. Crouse 
back, especially in view of the fact that 
he intends to take up the telephone work at 
once. 

R. R. Helms has been employed as trouble- 
min-at the David City exchange. 

We don’t dare ask “Bob,” ‘‘Whitey’ and 
“Shorty”. troublemen at David City, about 
fishing. They fished all night and didn’t even 
get a “minnow.” 

Frank McDowell of David City and J. H. 
Haberman and family of Bellwood spent - 
Decoration Day fishing on the Platte river. 
They have discovered a “certain’’ place which 
is just full of black bass and they are ‘‘mum’’ 
about it too. The result of their catch was 
nine black bass, the largest one weighing three 
pounds, and six cat fish. They expect us to 
believe this as the honest-to-goodness truth 
so all would-be-fisherman had better sit up 
and take notice. 

Miss L. Baker, line operator at Fairbury, 
attended commencement exercises in Chester 
last week. 

Wm. McMahan, lately returned from France, 
and formerly employed on the test board at 
Beatrice, has been transferred to Fairbury. 


Everyone in the traffic department in Fair- 
bury is looking particularly happy lately. This 
has been attributed to the more than usual 
number of visitors from the General and Dis- 
trict offices, and the prospect of an early move 
to our beautiful new “home.” 

Miss Klitzinger, supervisor at Fairbury, 
recently .received a package from a friend in 
France, containing a German telephone test 
set, which is quite a curiosity to the em- 
ployees. Fortunately we had _ several re- 
turned Signal Corps men with us, who could 
explain it. 

Miss E. Stegman of the plant department at 
Fairbury, spent the week-end,the last of May, 
with home folks near Steele City. 


CLUB ROOM NOTES 


Arthur Waymire has returned to his old 
haunts. During his sojourn on _ foreign 
shores he did not forget his “English” for he 
speaks it just as well as ever with his “cue.” 

Two cribbage boards disappeared during the 
last month. If those who borrowed them: will 
kindly return same, the committee will know 
that they have not been stolen. 


SPECIAL 

The Committee is anxious to have the photos 
of all soldiers from the company placed in the 
honor frame. The boys who have returned 
will see if their picture is displayed. If not 
get one into the hands of The News, who will 
have it placed properly or copy same and re- 
turn the original to you. Help us get a com- 
plete record boys! 
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M. T. Caster is in receipt of the following 
letter froin Harry Mansfield, Resident Man- 
ager of the Southern Surety Company, Mon- 
ett, Mo.: 

Mr. Mt. Caster 

Lincoln Nebr 

Dear Mr Caster 
In Repli To your Latter of appril the 19, 1919, 
Will Seay am Sorrey to tell You that I htvent 
Heard A singel Woard From My Dear Boy 
Sence you Roat Me and Wod Like to Know 
Why Did he Quit on His one acoard or did 
He Som Trubel With His Forma or whot 
was the Mater’? It seems tho it is something 
ratkeil rong Pleas Juv Me all the infermashion 
that you can 

Plets Asor this Latter as Son as Posebel as 
I. am Very ansush to No of his Wear abouts if 
He is living or Dead Do Not Neglecit in Giv 
ing Me all the Infemashen that You Poseables 
Can Git Yours Very Truley 


_ Miss Inez Nelson, local operator at Wahoo 
resigned June 1. 
The Misses Albina Kavan and Gladys Rob- 

erts have been employed in the traffic depart. 

ment at Wahoo. 

Mr. Guy Porter of Zurick, Kas., has been 
employed in the plant department at Wahoo 

Miss Lorene Gould, assistant chief operator 
at Wahoo, is off duty caring for her mother 
who has been seriously ill. 

Mr. Rinehardt and Mr. Thiessen, 
are auditing the books at the Wah 
mercial office. 

Mrs. G. Porter has been employed in the 
traffic department at Wahoo. ; 

Miss Margaret Iverson, who assumed the 
duties of assistant chief operator, while Miss 
Ladner took her vacation, was called home 
on account of the sudden death of her father. 


Miss Frances Morris and Miss Gladys Rob- 


erts, local operators at Wahoo visited in F 
mont, May 10, eas 


Miss Martha WSmikle, 
Wahoo,resigned May 21. 

Miss Lorene Gould, assistant chief “operator 
at Wahoo, enjoyed a visit from her friend. Miss 
eres Martin, coming from Seattle, Washing- 
on. 

Miss Albina Kavan, student operator at 


Wahoo, visited her sister in Loma, Nebr., May 


auditors, 
co com- 


might operator at 


The following operators graduated from the 
Traffic Correspondence School during the 
month of April: Misses Lillian’ Baker, Katie 
Sturms, Fairbury; Olgo MecGirr, Ethel] Chip- 
man, Beatrice; Elizabeth Machurek, Blla 
Conrad, Anna Michalek, Myrtle Orendorff 
Ruth Ruckles, David City; Hilda Nuss, Sut- 
ton; Maude Ramseier, Freida Selander 
Florence Gillispie, Superior. 

On Tuesday, May 27, a meeting of all the 
Commercial employes in the Central, Northern 
and Southern Districts was held in the Tele- 
Phone Building, in Lincoln to Zo over the 
matter very carefully of the proposed increase 
in telephone rates. The meeting opened 
promptly at 2 o’clock in Room No. 204, and 
business was proceeded to at once and con- 
tinued until 6 o'clock, after which a banquet 
was served at the Lincoln Hotel. 


Miss Vida Wilson, of the Commercial] Sup- 
erintendent’s office, Lincoin, spent Sunday, 
June 1, visiting relatives in St. Joseph, Mo. 


and 


Manager Kennedy of Sutton will move to 
Hastings about June 1 to take a better posi- 
tion as District foreman of construction. Mr. 
Kennedy has given Sutton a real telephone 
service, and his successor, Mr. Cole of Hast- 
ings, eomes to one of the few near 100 per cent 
exchanges. 

Mrs. Maude Davis, Filley, is again at the 
switchboard, the ‘prevalent illness having 
passed the family lightly by. 

Mr. David Erickson has been employed in 
the cashier’s office. Lincoln. 

Mr. Cole of Hastings was a visitor at the 
Sutton exchange, May 18th. 

Mr. M. Barratt, formerly manager at Sut- 
ton, was a pleasant caller at the Sutton office 
during the month. 

Mr. F. W. Kennedy, manager at Sutton, 
made a business trip to Hastings the 21st 
of May. 

Miss Hilda Nuss, of Sutton, is taking a five 
day furlough, and is enjoying an auto trip 
to various points in Colorado.. 


Miss Mildred MacDonald of Sutton was a 
Lincoln visitor the latter part of the month. 


Mr. Bell is in receipt of a letter under date 
of May 15. from I. B. Mapel, former manager 
at Utica, who is now in the service in France. 
Mr. Mapel states that his company was started 
to Germany but recalled before reaching there. 
He now expects to be home before June 30, 
and says that he will certainly be glad to get 
back into the telephone game again. 

A. T. Gille, manager at David City, at- 


*-nded the managers’ meeting held in Lincoln 
May 27. 


Descriptive of a fair young bride, the 
editor wrote: “Her dainty feet were encased 
~ ht he taken for fairy boots.’’ 
It appeared in print: ‘Her dirty feet were en- 
cased in shoes that might be taken for ferry 
i ts. 
One reason why the editor left town, per- 
haps. ; 


Mrs. Millie Beal, Chief Operator at Edgar. 
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THE TOOLS WE HAVE 


There are times when everyone thinks he could do a 
better job if he had more or different equipment, or more 
assistance, or more time. 


One kind of man or woman, when such an occasion 
arises, will fret and fume and sigh: “Oh, dear! What’s the 
use of trying to do anything? Hverything goes wrong, any- 
way. You can’t get anybody who knows anything to help 
you.” 


The other kind of person says: “Well. there isv’t much 
to start with, that’s certain. But maybe I can train some of 
these people and perhaps I can adapt some of these things.” 
In other words, he goes ahead and does the best he can with 
the tools he has. 


The first type reminds us of a fussy young woman who 
went into another woman’s kitchen to make a pie. She 
couldyv’t find an apron, she couldn't find the rolling-pin, she 
couldn't find the powdered sugar, she couldnt find the cin- 
namon. Besides, there wasn't any fruit. So she didn’t 
make any pre—but she did a lot of talking about the defi- 
ciences of that Aitchen. 


Another woman went into the same kitchen. She 
couldyv’t find aw apron, but she used a towel. She coudn’t 
‘find the rolling-pin, so she used the vinegar bottle. She 
couldnt find the powdered sugar, so she used the other kind. 
She couldyv’t find the cinnamon, so she struggled along with- 
out it. There wasn’t any fresh frut, but she located a few 
tired-looking apples in the pantry. And she made a pie, 
and the pie was good. And she didn’t talk about tt. 


You see what we mean, dont you, when we speak of a 
person who is doing the best he can with the tools he has? 
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Hail, the New Day! 


q 


-- 


ND NOW PEACE, so long hovering over the pal- 
ace at Versailles, has fluttered down upon the 
shoulder of the world; and Civilization can again 
step out into the open places of the earth to un- 
fold and develop, confident and unafraid. 

War is a-.horrid monster. It never builds; 
it always destroys. There is no joy in war; it 
leaves in its wake nothing but desolation and 
woe. But peace is beautiful; peace builds; peace 

makes for joy and harmony and progress. War is a male- 
diction; peace is a benediction. ..And peace is here. 

Hver since the tragedy of Sarajevo five years ago, the 
world has read and written and thought in terms of war. 
During that time study, research, effort, everything, was 
directed toward the successful prosecution of the war. Men 
learned invention; they learned efficiency; \they learned 

thrift; they learned cooperation. 

What men learned in war must now be applied to mak- 
mg peace productive and profitable. The war stimulated 
genius and business needs skill. The war taught: co-operation 
and co-operation is necessary in business. T he war taught 
thrift, and thrift is a factor in successful business. The war 
developed character, and character is preeminently essential 
in business. 

It was Milton who said, “Peace hath her victories, no 
less renowned than war.” There are victories to be won in 
peaceful competition. This is true as to individual effort.as 


SEAS MENU RTL ae ween oe 


prisseotivocts stip gat neests Mens ebt lab flash peoehegsh ott ibebe csephen pbebebar-ewtestorteleeibes brani Fern pevhs psest oor. tsemovesbeetan rhs to 0.005 i seemaRuat see SA] csseteresnernssssunish ste tol ste WSS so Pod pi iass spe soush. neste ils Toi bowens shoe pigaie sitet lah s ies dtl oy] vet tag hal! 


Vol. 5 _ Lincoln, Nebraska, July, 1919 No. 7 


SATA TV UT LT RIMERS SATICSISISSES MINT SUL IIT 


DEL ae A ET 


“endi s0ssen sabe -v-ssesesbnsetecss seuempeeranserasboetessens ty aa pease sbeebs tenes tresmssest sest Pith jelt eatieAbetioahs sata tibesis ti 1° li> 2} 


ited by the employes. Address correspondence to Editor Lincoln Telephune 


* Issued ee Uy the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Sn, and distrib- 
uted without charge among its employes for mutual help and improvement. Ed- ri 


News, cee ous Peas: col NEDO Le 


Liu sieporot best besbostitartt i pens seigrrepeons! Lses) pobenssputeazes Shu sPOOLTeLSttitin’  MPPLUmebieeeSrOeLT LIL LP SLIEEELSOLEPeELiDEe sts enp iby AU ROmnORSUNSEOEDEDELDOE\ LensuoaseeRcOebl (OL OTe? estes sOkss LET LSORE Hiteht (vaesieseabe. bite tte] 


BACK IN PRIVATE HANDS 

So far as actual operation of the tele- 
phone companies of the United States is 
concerned, they are back in private 
hands, after ten months of government 
control. With the exception of the larger 
companies, this does not involve any ac- 
tual change of control, and in fact, in 
most of those the older operating offi- 
cials simply became government agents. 
With the smaller companies no compen- 
sation contracts were made, and actual 
supervision was absent. — 

Under the recent order of the post- 
master general all of the companies that 
had not made such contracts were re- 
leased from federal control, and they 
were required, by a certain specified date, 
to claim a special award which would 
bind the government to make good any 
deficiency in operation while the post- 
office department was nominally in 
charge. If they did so, they had to con- 
tinue to collect service connection 
charges and the toll rates fixed by Mr. 
Burleson. 

In Nebraska a number of companies 
that had no such contracts have applied 
to the state railway commission for per- 
mission to continue charging the Burle- 
son schedule of service connection 
charges until such time as a hearing can 
be had and proper tariffs agreed upon. 
The old charges, which were to be ab- 
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rect to the subscriber who causes the ex- 
pense, it must be distributed over all the 
phones in service, thus compelling the 
man who retains his service indefinitely 
and who does not ask for frequent mov- 
ing of it to pay a part. 

The schedule that the commission is 
asked to approve is: For each individ- 
ual, party line, extension or _ private 
branch exchange telephone installed, 
$3.50. When moved outside, that 
is from one premise to another, $3.50. 
When moved within the _ premises, 
$3.00. For installation charge cover- 
ing directory, accounting, circuit, and 
switchboard expense, in cases where 
service is established and new subscriber 
with the instrument and other equip- 
ment in place in the subscriber’s prem- 
ises, and no change is made in the type 
or location of such equipment, $1.50. The 
present practice of charging for the in- 
Stallation and moving of private line and 
special equipment to be conducted as in 
the past. 


A CASE IN POINT 

If every employe of a public utility 
would keep in mind the fact that the 
public with whom he comes in contact 
regards him as the company and shapes 
its policy toward the ‘company by his 
treatment of it, it would be possible to 
vastly increase the efficiency of service. 


well as to the commercial activities of business concerns. we sorbed during a year if the subscriber re- WwW di 

There are victories to be won over knotty problems that : Mie ONS TREES Ue) OUI) GE OE 
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which peace is bringing out of the war, 

We are standing in the dawn of a better day that ‘will 
fire us with new impulses, higher hopes and nobler deter- 
mination. It is the day of peace, and all is well. 


greatly increased because of higher 
wages and greater material costs, it 
would mean a piling up of losses for 
which no return could be secured. 

Most telephone men believe that it is 
unfair to place upon the habitual user 
of the service the burden of costs in- 
curred to serve the casual subscriber. 
The charges fixed in the amended Burle- 
son schedule were very close to the ac- 
tual cost, and if this is not charged di- 


gave the plaintiff the ten thousand dol- 
lars asked for. A curious spectator took 
the trouble to inquire of the jurors in- 
dividually why they gave such a ver- 
dict, and he discovered that each man, 
at some time or another, had been of- 
fended by an employe of that company. 
One man confessed he had waited twen- 
ty years to get his revenge for a rude- 
ness towards him on the part of a coun- 
try town agent of the road. 
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The careful efforts of the executives 
of a company in shaping a policy 
fairness to the public and impres?@@, 
upon patrons its desire to serve can be 
destroyed in a short ‘time by the curt- 
mess or indifference or inattention of 
employes of the traffic, plant or com- 
mercial departments, those who come 
most directly in contact with subscrib- 
ers. | 

The company’s good reputation is built 
upon employes’ courtesy, attentiveness, 
and cheerfulness more than by any other 
factor, because it is the sum of the im- 
pressions that compose it. The differ- 
ence between pleasing a patron by cour- 
teous treatment and leaving him with a 
sense of irritation or dissatisfaction may 
seem comparatively unimportant, but it 
is the difference between a good repu- 
tation and a poor one for the company, 
especially if it is repeated. 


NEW IDEAS IN PHONES 


One of the new inventions in attach- 
ments is to tell when anybody is eaves- 
dropping. Taking the receiver off the 
hook sets a spring motor in operation 
that strikes a bell and identifies the 
“butter-in.” 

Another new device is intended to 1m- 
mediately release the line in a common 
battery manual system when the conver- 
sation is ended. A relay, electrically ac- 
tuated, interrupts the talking strands of 
the cord circuits, leaving the plug in the 
jack. 

Another provides a method by which 
the supervisory signals are actuated 
when the subscribers hang up in turn, 
both being extinguished, while the third 
signal is actuated. 

Another is a device for suspending and 
securing telephone directories. It con- 
sists of a U-shaped strap of yielding 
metal having parallel legs embracing the 
hook. A bolt passes through holes in the 


legs and the bcok is held in place with a~ 


nut. An eye is swiveled to the crown of 
the strap and has a flexible supporting 
member secured to it. 


PUTTING IT OVER ON FRITZ 


With the return of the signal corps 
boys, many new stories are coming to 
light of how the Americans were easily 
the masters of the Germans in the field 
of signal communication, even though 


Fritz kas been advertised for so many 
yeais as a marvel of efficiency. 

Six different kinds of stations were 
used by the doughboys to keep tab on 
what the enemy was doing and saying 
and at the same time make it impos- 
sible for him to get.any information from 
their side of the line. One corps had 
intelligence intercept stations which 
copied messages in code from German 
ground-radio stations; airplane intercept 
stations which intercepted messages be- 
tween enemy planes and ground stations; 
airplane goniometric stations which lo- 
cated enemy observation planes; control 
stations which supervised and policed the 
work of the American radio. stations; 
goniometric stations that took bearings 
on an enemy radio station; and the lis- 
tening stations which copied telephone 
and underground telegraphic messages 
of the enemy. 

At one time the Americans got the 
new German code before it was gener- 
ally circulated among the enemy sta- 
tions, merely by an intercept station 
catching a message in the new code 
which the German asked and got re- 
peated in the old. 


Chas. Meshier, Lincoln Plant, back with us 
again after several months fighting in France. 
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CO-OPERATION BETWEEN DE- 
PARTMENTS 

The first element of a successful busi- 
ness is to secure the co-operation of the 
various peopie employed in that busi- 
ness. 

What, then, is co-operation? | 

Real co-operation is working  to- 
gether on equal terms, with confidence 
on each side for the accomplishment of 
something that is of advantage to all 
interested. — 

To develop a successful telephone busi- 
ness, it is, then, necessary that we have 
the co-operation of all individuals em- 
ployed. The purpose of a telephone com- 
pany is to provide a means of rapid in- 
ter-communication and the functions of 


a telephone system are divided into four - 


parts, namely, Commercial, Plant, Traf- 
fie and Accounting. 

In order that each department may 
successfully discharge its various duties, 
it is necessary to have the co-operation 
of the other departments. In order that 
each department may co-operate effec- 
tively with the other, it is absolutely 
necessary that those in charge of the 
different departments should know and 
understand the company’s ‘policy, meth- 
ods and aims and that they also have a 
working knowledge of matters pertain- 
ing to the different departments. No 
matter how effective one department 
may be in the discharge of its duties, un- 
less it has the co-operation of the 
others, its attempt to serve will fail. 

The success of the co-operation be- 
tween departments depends greatly upon 
the effort each individual employed 
in the various departments puts forth 
to co-operate with his fellow workers. 


‘The basis of organization is man, or the 


individual—so, therefore, it takes the co- 
operation of each individual to make an 
organization a success. | 

To co-operate effectively with his fel 
low workers there are certain require- 
ments necessary, and the first. one of 
importance is that each individual em- 
ployed in the various departments real- 
ize that he has been selected to perform 
some particular duty necessary for the 
successful operation of the organization, 
and he is, therefore, responsible for his 
share in making the organization a suc- 
cess. = 

He should strive to be a power for good 
for his company, as often an ill-advised 
act or thoughtless word may undo all 
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the good that has been accomplished 
we Other employes who have sincerely 
wried to do their duty well. 

‘ Next—he must have ability to perform 
his part.cular duties in a capable and ef- 
ficient manner. 

Then, he must have reliability in the 
sense that he may be depended upon to 
safeguard the company’s interests and 
promote its welfare. An individual hav- 
ing these qualifications cannot help but 
co-operate with his fellow workers. It 
will be the natural thing for him to do. 


The individual who co-operates, not be- 
cause he must, but because he CHOOSES 
to do so, not only seeks his company’s 
good, but benefits thereby himseif. 

Therefore, as stated above, the success 
of the co-operation between depart- 
ments depends upon the co-operation of 
all the individuals employed in the vari- 
ous departments, and so by securing 
each individual’s co-operation, we are 
certain to have effective co-operation be-, 
tween departments, for it takes the 
united effort of all to make any organi- 
zation a success. . | 

Co-operation is something you cannot 
buy. It comes from within. It is a per- 
son’s individuality. It is the man or 
woman himself or herself. Without ques- 
tion it is the inner worth of any busi- 
ness. 


A NOISE PROOF TRANSMITTER 


The invention of the automobile and 
the resultant volume of noise it added to 
street traffic and consequent interfer- 
ence with the calm and deliberate use of 
the telephone, together with the develop- 
ment of the airplane, has in turn spurred 
telephone engineers to action. One re- 
sult is the noise-proof transmitter that 
a pair of American engineers, Pridham 
and Jensen of San Francisco, have suc- 
cessfully evolved. The pressure of war 
necessity and the need of proper wire 
communication between combat planes 
and between bridge and engine room of 
the battleships and destroyers was chief- 
ly responsible. 

The discovery was carefully guarded 
until after the veil of secrecy was no 
longer necessary. Previous efforts to 
bring out a noise-proof telephone trans- 
mitter were limited to excluding the 
noise. These two engineers took the op-. 
posite course, they let the noise in. The 
principle is thus described: Conceive a 
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big Chinese gong or tom-tom struck on 
both sides at once, in the same spotuip:7 
hammers of equal weight. The force 
being equal, there would be no vibra- 
tion and no noise. But if a light tap be 
administered on one side only, at the 
same time, with a smaller hammer, the 
gong will vibrate in proportion to the 
tap of the little hammer. In the case 
of the transmitter, the outside noise, af- 
fecting both sides of the diaphragm 
equally, is analogous to the two ham- 
mers, the voice wave to the smaller ham- 
mer. 

The transmitter is a perforated one, 
and the handset includes a receiver for 
each ear, so that extraneous noises are 
also shut out of the operator’s hearing. 
The receiver is of the electro-dynamic 
type. The manufacturers will seek to 
commercialize its use for boiler works, 
machine shops, piano stores, newspaper 
editorial rooms, garages and the like, 
where outside noises are of great vol- 
ume. 


NEBRASKA CITY OPERATING FORCE 


Top, left to right: Edith Felthauser, chief 
operator, Alice Parmenter, Ruth Metz, Nellie 
Harmon, assistant chief operator, Gilla Yost, 
Elizabeth Marguis, Julia Dillman, Ramonia Hole- 
mes and Leota Higgens. 

Bottom, left to right: Julia Coffey, Anna Carson, 
Thresa Omacht, Nina Wright, Margaret Tour- 
ville, Lillian Bader, Mae Whited and Violet 
Abernathy. 


THE RECIPE 


Little beams of moonshine, 
Little hugs and kisses, 
Make the little maiden 
Change her name to Mrs. 
“Tho you believe in heredity ?” 
“Yes” said the school teacher, ‘‘There’s 


a little boy in my class who has to return 
home every day for his books, pencils and 
pens, His father’s a plumber.” 


AN INCREASE IN RATES 

The state railway commission issued 
an emergency order on the last day of 
June permitting the company to put into 
effect until the last of the year a new 
schedule of rates. These rates will av- 
erage something like 10 per cent more 
than the old tariffs. In a few exchanges 
where previous rates had been entirely 
too low an increase as high as $1 a month 
was allowed. In Lincoln, where resi- 
dence rates only were touched when the 
increase of last October was ordered, the 
business rate was increased from $6 to 
$7 a month for individual lines and from 
$4.50 to $5.50 for two party. Twenty- 
five cents was added to residence phones 
within the city limits. 

Practically every exchange in the com- 
pany’s list is affected by the new rates. 
The whole new schedule is an effort to 
readjust the tariffs so that the increases 
are put upon the classes of service that 
ean best stand a raise and which receive 
the most benefit from their connections. 

The order of the commission establish- 
ing the new rates sets forth in much de- 
tail what an investigation of affairs dis- 
closed. It found that the only objections 
to the change in rates came from certain 
districts where farm lines had not been 
properly cared for in the way of mainte- 
nance; it found that this was due to the 
fact that the company was unable to get 
sufficient men or material to make the 


repairs and replacements, and that at the 


time the application was made this 
shortage was close to 200 men. In the 
month following, seventy-six new men 
were employed. ; 

The commission, after an investiga- 
tion, found that all of the increased reve- 
nues will go to the employes of the com- 
pany, and that not a dollar of it will be 
given to the stockholders in the shape of 
interest or dividend returns. The total 
increase in wages will amount to $30,000 
a month, it finds, of which sum a little 


ess than half will be chargeable to oper- 


ating expenses, the other half going into 
new construction. It is figured that the 
new rates will give additional revenues 
of $150,000 a year, all of which goes to 
employes, as before stated. These rates 
continue, under order of the commission, 
until December 31st, unless a change in 
conditions justifies a change in rates. 
The commission said in its findings 
that these new rates are abnormal, much 
above those that were remunerative 


rs 
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four years ago, but that it was due en- 


tirely to the abnormal price level of. 


wages and material, and indicated that it 
did not look for any reduction in rates 
unless wages and material costs de- 
creased, and this is not in sight. 

The increased wage schedule went into 
effect on the first of June, a month in 
advance of the increase in rates. This 
action was taken in justice to those em- 


ployes whose wage raises had not kept 


pace with the climbing prices. 


WHEN OPPORTUNITY COMES 


Here’s a quotation from a recent in- 
terview in a Chicago paper with a one- 
time office boy, now head of one of the 
biggest clothing stores in that city: 

“There never will be a time when op- 
portunity is absent. to the young man 
who seeks it. Don’t forget that, young 
fellow. 

“To seek opportunity, however, means 
more than to wish. A young man must 
practice economy. He must forget all 
about the clock. If he is not equipped 
with a college education, he must edu- 
eate himself. 

“He must always be polite. Civility is 
our cheapest commodity—we should give 
it away freely. And lest he becomes 
discouraged in his fight for success, our 
young man must remember that only at 
the bottom of the ladder is there crowd- 
ing and shoving. 

“There is no congestion at the top, and 
the farther he goes the easier the go- 
ing’ is.” 

If a young man declares there is no 
opportunity to rise, he is fooling him- 
self only, and as long as he holds to that 
idea the more certain he is to be at the 
bottom of the ladder. , 

Here is the testimony of E. W. Howe, 
one of the biggest editors ever produced 
in Kansas, who made his success in a 
small city, yet is known the country 
over: 

“The true philosophy of life is easily 
summed up. Be industrious, polite, fair 
and acquire as much knowledge of your 
calling as is possible. In our social, 
business and domestic affairs the laws 
are almost as exact as the sun in its 
course. 

“Liars, loafers, drunkards and thieves 
have always been punished; honest, cap- 
able, industrious and polite men have al- 
ways been rewarded. What more knowl- 
edge do you need? 


“We talk of what we would like to 
do instead of doing what we can do; we 
Wl how the world should be ordered, 
“instead of learning how it is ordered. 
The true philosophy of life is summed | 
up in accepting the rules that have al- 
ways worked.” 


Nebraska City wire chief Al. Newman and his 
force, Messrs. Colton, Ernst and Smith. 


REMEMBER THESE DON’TS 

Because you are working for a big com- 
pany does not give to you a free hand in 
wasting material—indeed, it is all the 
more important that you should be more 
considerate, because the aggregate is so 
much greater. For example, if every 
employe of this company should throw 
away just one pin a day, it would mean, 
in a year’s time, a stack of 438,000 pins. 
Do you get the point? 

Don’t throw away short ends of lead 
pencils. Use them.. And don’t fill your 
vest ‘pockets with pencils. One is suffi- 
cient. 

Don’t waste time warping paper clips 
into grotesque shapes. They are intended 
for usefulness. 

Don’t destroy tension envelopes. Draw 
a pencil mark through your name and 
use the envelope again. 

Don’t use bond second sheets for 
scratch pads. Bond is expensive. 

Don’t replace your typewriter ribbon 
oftener than necessary. 

Don’t throw away Shipman’s binders 
because they have been used before. 
Paste a new title over the old one. 

Don’t waste ink. Cover up your ink- 
well. 

Don’t waste twine. Untie the pack- 
ages or cut near the knots and use the 
string again. 

Don’ts don’t do any good if you don't 
pay attention. Don’t waste time. Don’t 
waste material. Don’t destroy—save! 


4 
Re OOo-]1M 0 tO Ne 


12 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones _Cexclac ing service stations at each exchange January 1, 1919, 
and June 30, 1919; also gain and loss since 


Jan. June 

1,19 30,719 

Lincoln ............ 13775 14244 
Hastings ........ 3119 3191 
Beatrice .......... 2600 2644 
Nios <a 1856 1868 
Nebr. City........ 1630 1694 
Fairbury  ....... 1660 1679 
Auburn .....2..... 1137 1156 
Uni. Place........ 1009 1039 
Plattsmouth .... 1029 1008 
Seward .......... 926 937 
Wahoo ...........- 897 §=©938 
David City ...... 918 929 
Tecumseh ........ 83l 843 
Ashland .......... 804 791 
Superior .......... 768 791 
Suttons. 665 662 
Stromsburg .... 658 663 
Eriendi ses 643 644 
Osceola -..........- 622 633 
Harvard .........- 613 628 
Geneva .......-.- 578 581 
Hebron ..........-- 579 580 
Wilber (65.0% 551 869558 
Wymore .......... 562 555 
Bollciiy ts Salers | 510 £525 
Sterling .......... 486 491 
College View.. 439 460 
Weep’g Water 477 459 
Humboldt ........ 446 447 
Dorchester ...... 438 4386 
Hdgvar (.222..: 432 424 
Havelock .....-.. 422 413 
Clay Center.... 397 406 
Syracuse ........ 395 = 4005 
Beaver Cros’g 390 404 
Gresham ~....... 378 382 
Milford ............ SDD n POUL 
Exeter © ..2.02..2.-. SM, Be! 
Fairmont .....-.. 359 372 
Fairfield .......... 369 363 
DeWitt -..........- 355 363 
Shelby  ............ 366 3638 
Dunbar ...........- SDD ys webs 
Elmwood ........ 356 356 
Bennett .......... 333 ©6388 
Cedar Bluffs.... 33 328 
Gtican wets 351 327 
Cooks see ee 320 325 
Bradshaw  ...... 315 316 
iE WiaCO A ete 322. S12 
Adams) a ae 313-\ “312 
MeGCool, 22.22%: 300 296 
Crab Orchard.. 280 292 
Plymouth -...... Ze 273 
Johnson .......... 267 272 
Ceresco....---.-- 256 268 
Talmage ........-- 264 258 
Benedict ....-...-- 258 255 


Gain 


469 
72 
44 
12 
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Loss 


21 
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§ 
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Jan. June Gain Loss 

1,19 30,719 
59 Louisville ........ 256 247 G 
60 Tobias ............ 261 246 15 
61 Glenvil ............ DAT iis 23, ene. 
62 Brainard ........ ZOD ZO 2 
63 Red Cloud........ 225 235 10 
64 Mead .............. 231 232 1 
Gbeeuibanueeeeseen e 226 232 6 
66 Waverly .......... 219 . 223 Ais) Nan 
67 Steinauer ........ 231 222 TRIG 
OSH On py 209 213 Ai ae 
69 Greenwood ...... ZOD 212, 2 eee 
70 Murray ...........- 209 208 1 
71 Tamora .......... 206 199 ws 7 
72 Raymond ........ 189 197 See 
73 Milligan .......... 198 196 .... 2 
74 Davey .............. 194 196 2. ati 
75 Bellwood ........ 198 194 Wi 4 
76 Panama .........- 191 190 ] 
Tie LOCKgan 2 eee 190 190 aA ee 
78 Belvidere ........ 159 US2h a2 oMee 
79 Cordova ......-... 184 180 .. A 
80 Nehawka ........ 172 175 Sie 
81 Saronville ...... 176 175 3: 1 
SAR SUT ee ees 177 171 6 
83 Juniata 3..:........ 174 #166 yy! 8 
84 Hansen ............ 161 165 43 "8 
85 Hampton ........ 168) "1638" 7 32 ee 
86 Carleton .......... 162 163 1 
87 Garland .......-.- 161 # £42161 60) 
88 Colon ..........-... 141 145 4 
89 Nemaha .........- 132 145 13 
90 Grafton .......-.. 140 142 2 
91 Thayer ........-... 139 142 3 
OPNTthaca teases 139 139 ify. 
93 Elk Creek ........ 138 3 Oa: 
94 Denton ...........- 136 137 1 
95 Prosser .....---.--- 1382 136 4 f 
96 Octavia ..........-. 117 129 a Pee 
97 Shickley .......... 267 elZ3o 6 Sess 
98 Malcolm .........- 122 123 1 b 
99 Bruno ...........-.- 116 122 Gi FS 
100 Garrison .....-.... 119 LGM at. .ae ee 
101 Dwight .-.-.....-.-- OT Le 20 
102 Filley .............- 105 106 1 
108 Douglas .......... 95 7 103 8 
104 Otoe ............---- 96 99 3 
105 Pickrell .......... 97 98 1) aes 
106° Lushton .........- 106 92 14 
107 Pauline ...........- 87 81 6 
108 Brownville ...... 80 717 3 
109 Clatonia .......... 67 64 Bde 3 
110 Pleasant Dale 54 57 Sl) yaa 
111 Strang ............ 38 29 9 
MNO Gall Suen = eect 59131 60048 1179 262 
Net gain since January 1, 1919............ 917 
Gain fomdunes L919 seo eee oi eee 46 
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WHEN THE TELEPHONE WAS NEW 
Here’s a story told by the Bell plant 
superintendent of Kansas of the days 
when the telephone was new. Its cen- 
tral figure is a Dutch storekeeper, who 
was induced to subscribe to the service 
after a great deal of persuasion and ex- 
planation of the many steps it would save 
him during a day. He was informed 
painstakingly how to use it. 

A few days later the superintendent 
was in the exchange, and the operator 
complained that although she knew the 
store was open she could get no re- 
sponse to her ringing. He hurried over 
to the store. The telephone bell was 
sounding noisily. 

“Say,” said the superintendent, “your 
telephone is ringing.” 

“Don’t I know it?” exclaimed the old 
man, waving his hands in despair. “Don’t 
I know it? It keeps ringing the whole 
time always.” 

“Well,” was the _ reply. 
wants to talk to you.” 

“Me?” he said. ‘‘Me.”’ Somebody mit 
me wants to talk yet. Who iss it?” 


“Somebody 


On being informed, the old man 
grabbed his hat, and remarking, “Vell, 
gm@i!, I go right ofer to hiss house and see 
vat he vants.” pe 

The superintendent did not halt him. 
He was too much surprised. But he went 
along. 

“You vant to talk mit me?” he asked 
his neighbor, when he arrived. “You 
vant to talk mit me?” 

“Sure,” was the answer. “I wanted 
to talk to you over the telephone.” 

“Iss dat it? Iss dat it?” exclaimed 
the old man, clapping his hat back on 
his head. “Vell, den, I go right pack py 
der store and talk mit you.” 

And he did. 


COMING HIS WAY 


A. lieutenant in the army said to an Ital- 
ian private: “Peter, what did you do with 


your peanut wagon when you were drafted ?’’ 
‘Il sold it,’’ said Pete. 
“And what did you do with the organ?” 
“T sold that, too.”’ 
“And what did you do with the monkey?’ 
“Oh, they drafted him and made a lieu- 
tenant out of him,’’ replied Pete. 


SUTTON CENTRAL OFFICE 


Misses Nuss, Sheehy and Wach, operators. 


Sutton has over 600 subscribers, and are 


receiving good service thru this common battery switchboard. 


EXTEND YOUR SAFETY FIRST 
WORK 

It seems to us that in their zeal | a 
apply “Safety First” principles to all 
things they do in which their personal 
safety is involved, some employes are 
apt to neglect the application of the 
same principles to the protection of the 
company’s property. 

If a stitch in time saves nine, or ten, or 
more, then prompt attention to any de- 
fects you may see in central office or 
outside equipment will surely result in 
saving a considerable sum to the com- 
pany in the course of a year. 

When you see any defect anywhere in 
‘our equipment, repair it at once if you 
can and, if you cannot, report it to the 
proper authority. In this way minor de- 
fects will not be allowed to become 
sources of grave trouble or danger. 

Under all circumstances you should 
never fail to treat the company property 
as your own. Extend your “Safety First” 
plan to include ‘property as well as the 
person of yourself and fellow workers. 
By the widespread application of this 
plan our company can be saved a heavy 
item of expense annually, and it is such 
savings that help to promote every em- 
ploye’s welfare. 


OBSOLETE METHODS 

Suppose you were appointed to design 
and build an up-to-date telephone plant, 
in which you were to embody all the 
highest developments of telephony, so 
that when completed it would represent 
the utmost in telephonic art. Would you 
base your plans on obsolete practices that 
have been found bad in the past? Would 
you copy in your plans all the defects and 
inconveniences that research and exp€ri- 
ence have taught us to disregard? No. 
That, to say the least, would be stupid 
foolishness. You would be in a class with 
the fellow that “Tad” describes when he 
says, “If he tripled his brain capacity, he 
would be nearly half-witted.” 

Now what do you think of the employe 
who uses methods in his work that are 
bad; who day after day persists in the 
usages and practices that have time and 
ugain proven wrong, refusing to study 
and learn new and better methods, taking 
only slight interest in any movement 
itarted to supply him with modern ideas 
and ways? 
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Well, if it’s a detriment to a telephone 
plant to be incumbered with discarded 
principles of design. why isn’t it detri- 
mental to your advancement to continue 
using obsolete methods in your daily 
work when better methods are available? 


WHEN THE PINCH CAME 

For a number of years now the poli- 
‘jlcilans with an eye to further emolu- 
mnents have been camped upon the trail 
vf Big Business. Every time a new 
weakness developed in the economic ma- 
vhinery, they suggested that Big Busi- 
less was tampering with the engine, and 
they recommended that another law be 
passed. Every time that the farmer didn’t 
yet enough for his grain or the consumer 
paid too much for what he bought, these 
gentlemen with the loud voices came 
forward to say that Big Business had 
the country by the throat and was chok- 
ing the life out of producer and con- 
sumer. 

If people had believed all they read 
about the “soulless corporations” and the 
“special interests seeking special privi- 
leges,” they would have shut down the 
sovernment as a failure and hired some 
kaiser to run things for them. But they 
only believed half of it. They put some 
of the demagogues in office and put 


yome hobbles on capital and tried to 


patch up thing's that way. 

But along came the war. The man 
with the Big Voice promptly shut up 
when somebody asked him if he was 
ready to do his bit, but the man with the 
Big Business stepped forward and sa 
luted and announced himself as under 
orders. The railroad companies and tele- 
phone companies offered the use of their 
facilities and of their trained men, the 
steel trust says come and get all the steel 
you want and we’ll fix the price later. 
The copper companies cut the price to 
the government in two. ‘The banks of- 
fered to finance the country’s bond is- 
sue. Big Business was on the job, ready, 
organized, efficient. The politicians had 
neither advice to give nor service to offer. 
They started running around in circles 
and are still gyrating. 

In the time of its greatest need the 
country finds Big Business its strongest 
ally, its wisest counselor, its rod to lean 
upon. At other times it may also find 
it less of a foe and more of a friend 
than those who have had the public ear. 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructors 


THE COURSE IN 


ANS WeLSE ton WESSON sliesi-tetetlelene tenieiiener- 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson I... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I. 
Answers to Lesson II................. 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson II. 


Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II....141 
Answers) towsesson DLLs ac. sieieye cyeieisiels > stele 137 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson III..... 152 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III... 88 
Answers to Lesson DVi. 22.2.2. ee, 79 


Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV. 


Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV... 56 


Naaeyyards) ne) IDES Waoocosgctcanoac05e 


TO TEST AN INDUCTION COIL 

The function of the induction coil in 
the local battery telephone is to take the 
low voltage, direct pulsating current as 
delivered to its primary winding and 
transform this current into an alternat- 
ing current of higher voltage. The alter- 


EXPE RIFENT & 
INDUCTION CHUL TESTS 


PRACTICAL TELEPHONY a 
During Total Average 


Previously 
Reported June to date Grade 
S65 02ST 2 437 96% 
-..-430 2 432 
-. 805 0 305 9742 
66M 5 329 98 
Soda 4 235 
0 141 95% 
9 146 93 
0 152 
11 99 98 
“ltt 80 9614 
Shoo He 9 75 
2 58 97 
-... 44 5 AQ 99 


nating current thus produced flows over 
the line to operate the receiver. 


When an induction coil is to be tested 
to find out if it is capable of doing this 
work, the right way to proceed is to 
test its ability to induce a current. 


This can be done very readily by 
connecting a test receiver directly 
across the secondary winding of the 
coil, connecting one terminal of a 

“\ dry battery to one terminal of the 

\ primary winding, as shown ir the 

iupper figure, using the other ter- 

p minal of the battery to make and 
break the circuit through the pri- 
mary winding. 

This test is based on the fact that 
when the battery circuit is connec- 
ted to the primary circuit it in- 
duces an impulse of current, flow- 
ing in one direction in the second- 
ary circuit and when it is broken 
it induces an impulse in the op- 
posite direction. Each impulse of 
= current causes a loud click in the 

Ne receiver. This test is known as the 

\ “induction test.” 


# In order to be sure of the con- 
A dition of the coil, we must also 
A know that the primary winding is 
insulated from the secondary wind- 
ing, or in other words, that there 
is no “cross” between the two wind- 
ings. We can very readily get this 
test by changing the connections 
as shown in the lower figure and 


= C= 
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using the free battery terminal and the 
free receiver terminal to make and break 
the circuit. a 
if tne windings are properiy insulated 
from each other, the ~make’” and ~break” 
will cause no ‘noise in the receiver, but 
if the windings are crossed, the battery 
circuit wiil be compieted through the 
receiver, thus causing a click at each 
“make” and “break.” The click will not 
be so loud as in the induction test, but 
will be like the click caused by touching 
the receiver terminals directly to the 
battery terminals. Any induction coil 
that will pass these two tests may be 
considered as good for service. 


THE COMPANY’S SCHOOLS 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
company maintains two schools for its 
employes. One of these is for toll 
operators and the other for plant em- 
ployes.. Attendance at this school costs 
nothing save the time spent in study 
and reading. They are maintained by 
‘the company for two reasons; one is 
to give the opportunity for all employes 
in the traffic and plant departments to 
better fit themselves for the positions 
they hold and thus train them for bet- 
ter ones; the other is to insure to pat- 
rons of the company as high a grade of 
service as it is possible to give. 

With both of these objects every loyal 
and ambitious employe of the company 
ought to be in accord, and loyalty and 
ambition are the two marks of the per- 
son who succeeds. These are corres- 
pondence schools and thus made equally 
available to every employe, no matter 


SAFETY 


Seat 
x15 


how far distant from the headquarters 
office their exchange is located. They 
are in charge of thoroly competent 
men who have outlined courses. that, 
while not imposing too much of a bur- 
den in the way of study, are thoroly 
practical and when once a graduate re- 
ceives a diploma he or she may feel cer- 
tain that they have learned the best 
methods of doing the things they are 
interested in. 


With 1,200 employes on the rolls of 
the company, it is inevitable that many 
changes occur in the course of a year. 
These bring new and untried material 
into the employ of the company, and to 
these is mainly directed these state- 
ments. Take the first opportunity to 
enroll yourself in one or the other of 
these schools. It may be that what you 
learn may not be of immediate use to 
you in tne especial task you have un- 
dertaken, but they are important parts 
of the work of telephony. The fact that 
many changes in the personnel of the em- 
ployes occur during a year opens up 1n 
avenue of promotion that every employe 
should feel obligated to fit himself or 
herself to make use of if they purpose 
to continue at the work. 


For these reasons, it is of importance 
to every new employe to find out just 
how he or she can be benefitted by one 
or the other of these schools, and to un- 
derstand that not only are they urged 
to enroll themselves, but that this is 
the one way to assure themselves of 
making their services valuable to the 
company, with all that goes with it. 


FIRST 


Vl 


. 4 


fire. . 


WEAR HEAVY SHOES 
TO FIRES —~-z 


AND WATCH 
YOUR STEP. 


Ennis, Texas: Fire broke out after working hours, 
and wire chief was at home, wearing soft house slippers. 
Did not take time to change his shoes before going to the 


Result: Had two 8-penny rusty nails penetrated 
through his foot, was confined to bis home for a week 
and used crutches for some time after resuming work. 


“Safety First’’ Bulletin of the Texas Telephone Co. and Associated Companies Tells a 
Story Graphically and to the Polnt—Actual Occurrences Are Cited as Examples. 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, JUNE 30, 1919 


Av’g Same 
Number Per Mo.last 
Phones Tel. Qr. 


Central District -........0.2..0... 18227 uit .20 
Southern District .-............... 18498 54 249 
Western District ....-........2.... 12577 .59 .63 
Northern District ............ ___.12766 .68 65 

TotalS eee See eee eS 62068 -45 46 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


Bennett . ...---.........: A 0s Ee se 375 .25 17 
(OP Sweniee hte RN Re ee 263 61 252 
College View .........--........-..... 460 ll 29 
DAVEY h oaocut nse seer cess eo 196 13 .85 
Denton 2 oe a eee 137 14 78 
Green WOO sees 212 .22 .39 
Havelock?) om eee 413 .05 ee 
Hine oly eee ae ee ee 14244 .06 19 
DV EW Yol bon wee epee Sw a Sy 123 .32 .10 
Panama 22-2... ate eee 190 .22 14 
Pleasant Dale. .....:...-2..2..... 155 49 ue: 
Raymon dy 22, --s sense et rence 197 .65 253 
University Place ......-........... 1039 14 G7 
Wraverl yen slob -cisctk oe ee 223 21 .29 

DiStnicts: eal eee 18227 ell £0 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

IN GAINS Wiese scc- ke ele aoe ce ee 328 39) 29 
Ashland) ) 3c ee eee 791 68 37 
WAUDUEM yehtl te sen eee ee 1156 08 78 
lsyephngids) Se sees Re 2678 21 228 
Brocks) 2400s. ns reese ee 195 2.57 2.94 
Brownvillle --.....2.-02.......2.. Fn depen! 98 71 
Burr? of ee et ee 171 .62 42 
Glatonia’ “02a Pee 127 1.31 1.20 
Goolkw Se ae et 325 .26 .33 
Crab Orchard ...........2....2..4. 292 -66 -92 
De Wate 2. 40steethece eee eee 363 .ol .30 
DOUtIAS Meet t pero cetercr east renee 196 -15 ~22 
DUN DAN 6 cose ce Ae ee peteak eet ane 358 .46 ESir: 
Bl tet, Greeks eee ee 139 .56 50 
IM bry fevers l OM Ee oe ee 356 -46 -45 
Wairbury 0 928:0. 482 ebees eee -te 1721 -29 .28 
Milleval tee Ne Ae 182 2 54 1.89 
LE Rebel eve) (QR) ee te eRe tes ee een 531 {5 1 -32 
TTOHNSOM » pee eae cen 287 .83 2.62 
Leyte allt, Set oe eS SEE 293 1.59 .64 
Murrevide eis. |. ees eS 208 2.53 1.76 
Nebraska City.....-.2.-.---...------- 1697 -b4 -35 
Nehawka ......-...----- oy Ses 204 -70 0: 
TNF ern net) ceccg cnc ae «8 -ae-ce teeta panes 145 1.55 1.34 
Otoe Dee eae ee A eee 100 .69 .62 
Pigkrelly sa. eke eS MAA 120 {pt -58 
Plattsmouth © ........-..-..-....--..-.. 1008 1.06 -60 
Pv mMOllth eyes seee ces re eet n tas 273 -o2 -46 
Qe eTTIAUETS | cbeastse cote nseop hares 222 1.40 1.10 
SEAPliT@, | Slleteee sass tees 491 .28 .22 
Cry CUSE WA car a2c Mics kas pet tgebns 573 .61 -40 
BT en yy) 2242 Cul eset este csc ness = eal 258 5 46 
AUT Agha ete) Coe ee eee  Seee e Se 843 .67 232 
TA Te ere ee Saree ye 246 OTe nal 
Weeping Water .............--.--- 481 39 AT 
Walber. "vc 408 eee eee 558 -85 32 
Waymore: |. ooee <5, -- Scate 555 .25 34 

District.-s4.c5444..- ba wy, 18498 54 49 


a WESTERN DISTRICT 
Numbe1 
Phones 
Belvidere.) 2225) 2 = eres 182. 
Carleton ......25.2.208 ort ot 191 
Clay. ‘Genter 22a 406 
Dorchester ‘fe 2 ae 436 
Edgart «8 otsten 2 es essa 458 
Exeter 3.2 es eee ee 404 
Pairfield 2 ees ae 404 
Fairmont ; (22.22 eos 372 
Friend) 722 Sits gee es 644 
Geneva ep eS $05 
Glenvil*S "5232. aS ee 237 
Grafton) 92235. 23 eee 204 
Hansen 2 ees 2 167 
Harvard? (2eta ee 628 
Hastings eee eee 3191 
Hebron? 22252 es ae ae: 581 
Juniata ee ee 166 
Milligan, <a. SS eee 199 
Ong "(2 Ae ee eee 244 
Pauline, ) 2.32. 81 
Prosser ik S <2 Cee eee 136 
Red, Gloud 52.2. eee 239 
Saronville  ........... do ea) 175 
Shickley? *¢- Se SS ADP, 
Strang hye se eee ee SO 
Superior ieee eee eee S83 
Suttons 2232 See ee 662 
District........... ee SATAN 12577 


Per M 


mInor 


14 oll 


_ 
lor) 
— 


ea | 
© 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Beaver Crossing...-...........0-.- 404 
Bell woodél 2222 eee 194 
Benedict -.......... Cf MAP ae 255 
Bradshaw, ek meets 816 
Brainard) .2.4.202 236-2 Ss 237 
Bruni 2: pe. ae RS 122 
Cedar Bluffs MB et A 328 
Golon 7.2.22 ee Se 145 
Cordova ie. 34s 203 
David’ 'City'’ “.. Sea 929 
Dwight) ces ee aes 111 
Garland: * ‘ko. Ae ee eae 179 
Garrisons 2.32 2. eee 116 
Gresham) =2... 2S 382 
Hamptons \_ ees eet eee 169 
MUN Ala ysl ni See ee 139 
ushton’, \48.4--4 Sees 92 
McCool] «to BAM Bee 2 296 
Mead ty iv 3 ie ee eae AS 232 
Milford: 3. eee ae ee 507 
Octavia, jee eS 129 
Osceola Mone 3 ABS. es 652 
Polk tec oe eee 525 
Seward’ Va ee eA 1027 
Shel bya fo. eee eh eet as 363 
Stromsburg .......:.-.. +------s---+0- 701 
Tamora © (ete UA a 199 
SN eee oon Oe SS 142 
Utica (28. hab el ae 327 
Wad fu 4 Sik. ea Eee 812 
Wahoo wets oat tee ict 27 938 
Vor wi csc ee EER A 1868 
Wrutan) (:2) Be ee te ete 232 

District sch: kee eee 12766 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEJMERTMENT, JUNE, 1919 


Good 
Rank Station Chief 2 g xh Y fe atts 
| 3 Ger CO SAT ee ae RAC ut In Thru Total Calls 
30 Lincoln wae hci la ehh Miss A. Scouller.............. 17.7 16.0 25.4 12.8 24791 
is EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffi 
17 Ashland... Mrs. C. Hood..vessccnee mo 138 15.9 11.0 1629 
19 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............. 10.3 64 163 16.3 £1875 
18 Dorchester............ Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 10.1 22.8 0.0 10.7 743 
28 Friend. DO Vee Ok .Miss A. Haberman........ UsyZb yal erp Oss Se alby8} laal'7/ 
15 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss................ 9.1 94 19.3 11.9 948 
11 Plattsmouth......Mrs. H. Wallick... 84 104 12.0 82 1800 
23 Seward................-- Miss N. Gumbel.......2...... 11.0 11.0 11.0 11.0 2890 
8 Wahoo.................-- Miss Blanche Ladnev...... 7.8 8.3 9.2 8.2 1972 
24 W. Water............ -Miss M. McNamee........ 11.4 1038 116 #£11.9 884 
Total or Average.............2...2.-e-ec0ceoe-e- 10.3 123 119 11.6 13258 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, Distric 
5) Bar ee Mrs. M. alta "6G. m8 Gitod 8.1 891 
1 Exeter A LY Sit Mrs. R. Alley.........00.022... 5.2 Aes een D.O 5.2 757 
if Me on ot yl thy Miss E. Prescott............ 6.2 5.0 14.1 7.0 977 
H pene Madd st Miss G. Aldrup................ 10.5 8.9 17.5 12.5 2024 
5 ae ere menor Sgr Miss E. Hein CAGE BE eR 6.3 7.4 16.1 10.8 859 
SAIN noe ANGS.-----ne--o--- Miss H. Richeson............ 14.0 15.6 23.2 15.2 8555 
se A you UPR BALE Ts Miss M. McKenzie.......... 10. 105” 17.38 $1354 996 
ie peste 2 re Pree Miss M. Shelmadine..... 16.5 246 $84 14.1 695 
SAM ct? loud............. Miss L. Barrett.............. Si7 OME, 13'3 702 
ap z romsburg ffl Miss F. Roberts............. UB IL AY 8.3 12.5 783 
: sapere A eC AL Miss M. Atwater............ 10.8 10.7 244 16.3 £2568 
ANN eyed bar Rae da Ve Miss M. McDonald.......... Tell 4.0 3.0 7.1 905 
OPK eed: Js bal Fhe Miss J. Michenev............ 10.5 124 16.8 12.5 £3068 
Total or Average............ 3 Peed TR eet 9.8 99 13.9 11.4 23780 
. SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. 0. Parks, District Traffic Chi 
mY Auburn ds teens 51 a Miss A. O’Donnell.......... 8.2 6.6 f 8.1 7.4 2309 
= Bee swe el be hs Miss ASIP ottse es 10.5 8.5 162 10.7 426098 
a ae mis Pac eet AE Miss B. Benson................ 8.9 Seo 8.2 8.9 666 
5. Hate yey PORE RR 2,5 Miss B. McNabb.............. 14.2 144 185 15.0 2904 
ae ue OOM a Miss C. Gillan............... rs 13.2 - 10.1 OY) 9 ey iL) 
3 2 ebraska City..... Miss E. Felthausevr........ 96 13.0 12.6 9.7 3005 
5 BYLACUBE a Bb Miss E. Seelhoff............. 8.1 8.7 1.3 8.9 1047 
‘ yan if Pe eS Miss EK. Smith.......00.0..0.... ayy lea | Ile fss al ARE Gli 
“fs yer pe ee NALA Miss L. Hollett................ 74 108 10.5 9:2) | 1255 
IU <9 oe oN eee Miss M. Mashek.............. 8.5 8.7 8.1 8.5 998 
Total or Average................ or, 95 115 10.2 20517 
Total or Average for May... ar be ie 12:9 0078 
Total or Average for June... 11.5 12.0 15.6 11.5 82346 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Effie Delph, former 
! J erly of Mr. Caster’s 
office, now operator at Verdon, called on ola 
friends at the telephone office. 


his vacation and reports a fine trip. 

Fred Adkins, city foreman at York, has re- 
turned from his vacati b Fr j 
Cay v fe! ¥ acation, but Fred is not 
te peed as 1'2 better knoys nas Big Jenks, Saying where all he visited, although a few 
Ao, SMa, pom et and is back on of the boys are still guessing. 

: rk ple / e ‘ r 
SE anak Weald Ste eee JOYS are all glad Tom Keefe has been taking instructions in 

Oe inten ae ers Maer ahs yt truck driving. Tom is having a little trouble 

miter anitosdbeta liffere man at York, and as the truck refuses to stop when he s vs 
‘ ged to different points in Iowa on “Whoa.” Back to the farm, Tom nn 
a. arm, Tom. 


a 
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Miss Edith Schlytern, invoice clerk in the 
plant superintendent’s office, enjoyed a 
pleasant vacation, the last half of June, vis- 
iting in Dannebrog. 

R. R. Helms, troubleman at David City, 
has been transferred to the plant depart- 
ment at Louisville. a dekasgent oe ely 1) 

Frank Parks was recently employéd as 
troubleman in the plant department at David 
City. 

R. E. Johnson, troubleman at David City, 
has just returned from a ten days’ vaca- 
tion. é 
A. T. Gille, manager at David City, spent 
a couple of days in Lincoln, June 25 and 26. 

Miss Effie Coleman, night operator at 
Ashland, was one of the high school grad- 
uates and also won class honors. 

L think Ashland holds the record for los- 
ing operators. In the last eight months 
they have lost four. All had been with the 
company four years or longer. Each one 
left to get married. : 

Raymond Neyhardt, troubleman at Ash- 
land, is away on his vacation. 

Miss Alice Vort, assistant chief operator 
at Ashland, is on a ten days’ vacation. . 

The operators at Ashland are compli- 
mented by all traveling men for getting their 
long distance calls through so promptly. 

Mrs. L. M. Longstreth and daughters, who 
have been operating the Garrison exchange 
for a number of years, left Garrison about 
the middle of June for Boulder, Colo., where 
they expect to make their future home. Mrs. 
Longstreth’s daughters expect to enter the 
University of Colorado, which is located at 
3oulder. 

Miss Edith Walrath of University Place, 
is spending her vacation in the country. 
Hope it is cooler out there than it is here. 

Miss Pearl Darby, of University Place, 
has been absent from work for about two 
weeks on account of sickness. We hope that 
she will be with us again soon. 

Roy Zimmerle, of University Place, has 
just returned from a two weeks’ vacation 
at the Great Lakes. He reports a good time 
and is ready for work again. 

Dora Cromwell and Anna Aden, two Uni- 
versity Place operators, have been helping 
at the Wahoo exchange for a while. 

Miss Pearl Hayes, a University Place oper- 
ator, has resigned her position and will leave 
July 1 for Kiowa, Colo., for an extended 
visit with friends. 

F. M. Strasser, University Place manager, 
went to David City to attend the wedding of 
his brother-in-law. ; 

Miss Lillyan Peck, who has been chief 
at the University Place exchange 


operator 
was married to An- 


for the last ten years, 
drew J. Wheeler on June 26. They left im- 
mediately for a trip in the east. Mrs. 
Wheeler has made a host of friends by her 
faithful service and her winning Ways. 
everyone wishes the happy couple @ pleas- 
ant future. They will live in University 
Place. | 

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Presson, of Stroms- 
burg. spent the latter part of June visit- 
ing different points in Colorado. They re- 
port having had the time of their lives. 

Imma Adsit and Maude Cromwell have 
heen employed in the University Place ex- 


change. 


Miss Amelia Aden has been made chief 
operator in the University Place exchange, 
mens the vacancy left by Miss Peck. Miss 
wecttie Williss has been made assistant chief 
operator. { 

The employes of the Friend exchange were 
entertained at an 8:30 o’clock dinner Wed- 
nesday evening, June 25,- by Mrs. A. L. 
Swanson. | 

Miss Clara Klein, operator at Friend, spent 
one day last month shopping in Lincoln. 

Miss Anna Haberman, chief operator at 
Friend, spent her vacation last month vis- 
iting friends and relatives at David City. 
and Bellwood. She also visited the ex- 
change at those places. 


REAL SERVICE 

‘No, we haven’t had any for a long time,” 
said the new clerk to the woman customer. 
The department manager, standing nearby, 
stepped forward hurriedly. ‘“‘No, madam, 
but we can get it for you quickly, I am 
sure.’’ 

‘How splendid,’’ remarked the customer, 
and walked out of the store. 

“What was it she wanted?’ asked the 
manager of the clerk. 

‘She had just remarked that we hadn’t 
had any rain for quite a while.” 


TELEPHONE TERM. 


/ 


/ , 
Gangmar accou NTANT 
/ 


IDLE PLANT 
Some of the boys in the Auditor’s office under- 
stand this better than the rest of us. 


ASK DAD HE KNOWS 
“Mather, asked little Chester, what is that 
little wire tied to the big one for?” pointing 
to the stranded-iron messenger-wire support- 
ing the lead-covered telephone cable. 
“That, my son, is to keep the birds from 
standing on the big wire and getting shocked.” 


| 
| 


peel 
pury- 
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Floyd MeCaig, city troubleman at York, 
spent his vacation at the Y. M. C. A. camp 
on. the Little Blue. Floyd reports a ya 
time. -_ 

i= Hobbs, automobile inspector from Lin- 
eoln, has been at York the past two weeks, 
rebuilding trucks. If any one wishes some- 
thing made out of nothing in the truck line, 
call on Hobbs. He can do it. 

Miss Julia Swanson, line operator, Lincoln, 
has given notice that she is leaving to make 
her home in Denver. The traffic depart- 
ment is very sorry to lose her, but hopes 
She will like her new home. 

Mrs. Finnell, line supervisor, Lincoln, is on 
her vacation. 

Some of the day operators at Lincoln, had 
a picnic last week at Capital Beach. All re- 
port a very enjoyable time, especially the 
“‘eats.”’ 

Miss Viola Kindler, line operator, Linceln, 
has been off duty for a few days on account 
of sickness. 

Miss Kitchner, line operator, Lincoln, has 
been away from the office a few days on 
account of sickness. 

Mrs. Schneberger, cook in the cafeteria, 
Lincoln, was called out of town on account 


- of a death in the family. 


Misses Starts, Heagy, and Louise Jacob- 
sen, Lincoln operators, are away on their 
vacations. 

Miss Walff, line operator, Lincoin, has re- 
turned after a short illness. - 

Miss Kathryn Knipple, formerly operator 
at Seward, has been employed in the David 
City office. 

Miss Anna Sievers, chief operator at David 
City, spent a ten days’ vacation visiting 
with friends and relatives in Plattsmouth 
recently. 

The operators at the David City exchange 
gave a pre-nuptial party for Miss Katherine 
Varin in the operators’ rest room. The 
earlier part of the evening was given over 
to music and dancing and a mock wedding 
Later light refreshments were served and 
the girls presented Miss Varin with a per- 
eolator with their best wishes for a long 
and happy life. 

Miss Anna Haberman, chief operator at 
Friend, visited the David City office while 
on her vacation. 

Gladys Mitchell, “A’’ operator at Fair- 
bury, is enjoying a well-earned vacation in 
Marysville and Belleville, Kansas. 

Esther Palmer, of the traffic department 
at Fairbury, is spending a month at her 
old home in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Myrtle Klitzing, supervisor at Fairbury. 
has lately enjoyed a visit with her brother. 
Arnold -Klitzing, lately returned from the 
Great Lakes Training Camp. 

Mr. Gann, traffic superintendent, and Mr. 
Caster, plant superintendent, were in Fair- 
bury Saturday, June 28, superintending the 
ecut-over. 

Mr. Parks, district traffic chief, Mr. Ca- 
man, district commercial Manager, and Mr. 
Pugsley, district plant chief, assisted at the 
cut-over in Fairbury. 

Ruth McFarland, supervisor at Fairbury, 
spent last week-end visiting friends in Grand 
Island. 
tyeneva McCaslin, of Manhattan, Kan., has 
, employed as relief operator at Fair- 


The Bartlett twins have been employed 
as messengers in the traffic department at 
Fairbury during the rush following the cut- 
over. 

A. G. Israelson, manager at Saronville, 
has made can excellent record and would 
like to know if there are any other ex- 
changes that have made such a record. Dur- 
ing the first half of the year, Mr. Israelson 
did not have to send out a single statement 
to any of his subscribers and did not have 
to charge one discount. We think this to 
be a very good record and hope that Mr. 
Israelson can keep up the good work. 

Miss Anna Carson, toll operator at Ne- 
braska City, received a box of candy from 
one of the ‘‘booze hounds’’ for good service. 

The Misses Carson, Kissel and Harmon, 
of the traffic department at Nebraska City, 
are enjoving a vacation. 

The Misses Fritz and Omacht have been 
added to the operating force at Nebraska 
City. 

Manager Turner, of Nebraska City, recent- 
ly spent a day in Dunbar assisting with 
some work there. 

Miss Alma Potts, chief operator at Beat- 
rice, Was a welcome caller at the Nebraska 
City office. 


FIFTY-FIFTY 
Doctor—"‘Say, how do you feel when you 
kill a man?” 
Colonel—"*Oh, not so bad; how do you 
feel?”’ 


C. Haberman, Manager at Friend, entered the 
service September 21, 1917, at Camp Funston H? 
spent six months overseas, returning to the U. 8S. 
December 1, 1918. He fought in the St. Mihiel 
Drive and Meuse Argonne, and was. severely 
wounded October 21, 1918. 
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Miss Ruth Metz, toll operator at Nebraska 
City, received a box of candy for good 
service. 

Miss Felthauser, chief operator at Nebras- 
ka City, and Charles Dickenman, manager at 
Tecumseh, were married June 25. Em- 
ployes of the company presented Mrs. Dick- 
enman with a cut glass vase, also a cut 
glass fruit bowl. Mrs. Dickenman will re- 
main with the company a short time. 

M. T. Caster is in receipt of a letter 
from H. A. Seamark, formerly construction 
foreman in the southern district, who is now 
located with a firm-in St. Joseph, Mo. He 
is making good, so his firm says, and likes 
his new work very much. 

Walter Rabb of Brainard is spending his 
vacation in the western part of the state. 
Harry Crouse, who recently returned from 
overseas, is taking his place. 

The work of rebuilding the Brainard ex- 
change is now in progress. Frank McDowell 
and J. J. Wells have charge of the work. 

Now that the peace treaty has been signed 
and the boys from overseas will soon be 
home, it looks as though ‘‘soon or sooner” 
there will be a vacaney both in the commer- 
cial and traffic departments at Brainard. 
Why? ‘‘Just ask the girls.’’ 

The following operators graduated from 
the traffic correspondence school during the 
month of June: Nora Brasnhan, Agnes 


. Real, Dorchester; Hilma Kissinger, Gertie 


Craft and Kathryn Hynes, Hastings. 
Saturday night, June 28, was an evening 
long to be remembered by the telephone em- 
ployes at Fairbury, that being the date of 
the removal to the new building. For a 
year, the anticipation of the move has been 
felt intensely by everyone, but the realiza- 
tion far exceeds our expectations. The cut- 
over was made about midnight in the pres- 


-ence of representatives of the press and the 


city council. Mr. Moon, the mayor of Fair- 
bury, assisted by R. 8S. Brewster, traffic 
engineer, made the final operation that put 
‘the new exchange into service and killed 
the old one. The new building is a model 
of neatness and utility, and is furnished with 
the latest and most up-to-date equipment 
that can be bought. The switchboarrd has 
fourteen positions, is common battery, and 
of Western Electric manufacture. It is 
equipped to accomodate twelve operators, 
including the hospital position. The oper- 
ators’ rest room must be seen to be appre- 
ciated. A large airy room, beautifully tinted 
walls, elegant rugs, leather upholstered fur- 
niture, lace shades with beautiful silk 
draperies, and a built-in kitchenette are a 
few of the nice things furnished to make the 
operator’s relief periods pleasant. No ex- 
pense has been spared, in any department, 
to make this the most delightful place in 
the city in which to work. 

Miss A. Potts, chief operator at Beatrice, 
assisted in the traffic department at Fair- 
bury during the cut-over. 

Gladys Miller has been employed in the 
traffic department at Fairbury as an ser? 
operator. 

Irene Parker has been re-employed in the 


traffic department at Fairbury as a line 


operator. . 
C, Haberman, manager at Friend, spent 


one Sunday, last month, in Lincoln (?) 


Colon exchange switchboard. Amelia Jurgens, 
chief operator. 


Jack Ford, who has been in Lincoln tak- 
ing .treatments for impaired hearing. caused 
by shell. shock while in France, came to 
Fairbury for the cut-over. 

Emma Stegeman of the plant department 
at Fairbury has been transferred, tempor- 
urily, to the traffic department to assist 
on the hospital board. 

Verne Emerick, billing clerk, and Olive 
Slater, information operator. entertained the 
girl employes of Fairbury at a 9 o’clock 
luncheon at the city park on the evening of 
June 20. Everyone had a fine time and 
plenty to eat. The mosquitoes also feasted. 

Catherine Eble, line operator at Fairbury, 
has returned from a pleasant vacation spent 
in Beatrice. 

Mrs. Bible of Omaha spent a couple of days 
in June visiting her sister, Miss Bertha Mc- 
Nabb, chief cperator at Fairbury. 

Thanks to Miss Emerick, billing clerk at 
Fairbury, each department is supplied with 
sweet peas daily. 

Dorothy Ashton, of Seward, worked for 
Clara Hintz at Milford. while the latter 
attended the Commercial meeting at Lin- 
coln. 


Clatonia operator: ‘Number, please?”’ 

Subscriber (who refuses to pay his switch- 
ing fees): “I want No. ——, Dr. ——; 
hurry up, my mule is sick!” 

The operator, remembering his delinquency, 
said: “I can’t connect you, Mr. ———.” 

“Why ?" indignantly. 

“Can't connect you unless you promise to 
pay your switching fees,’ said the operator 
in firm voice. 

“All right, I’ll be in tomorrow,” in appeal- 
ing tone. 

“Thank you, I'll be looking for you,” said 
the operator. 

He came. 

Moral: Take opportunity by the forelock. 


Apropos 
Her friend: “What is your favorite part 
of the Bible?” 
Telephone girl: “The Took of Numbers.” 
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Lester Gjerman has returned to his duties 
in the switchroom, Lincoln, after seventeen 
months of army service. Mr. Gjerman 
Lincoln in November of 1917, and spent efgnt 
months in France. His term of service for 
Uncle Sam apparently did no harm as he 
has all of the ‘‘pep” that he displayed prior 
to his enlistment. Mr. Gjerman was the last 
of the Switchroom force to return from the 
service. ‘ 

Chas. Gritzner, of the Lincoln switchroom, 
started on his vacation July 5. He expects 
to spend his time on the farm helping in the 
harvest and incidentally getting strong. Go 
to it Charlie, we are for you. 

Mr. Durkee, of the Lincoln switchroom, is 
gaining rapidly again since the return of his 
wife from Ohio. One month of bachelor life 
was beginning to tell on him. 

C. H. Johnson, of the Lincoln switchroom, 
left June 28, for an extended vacation for 
the benefit of his health. No word has been 
received as to the effects to date, but we 
hope he is much better. 

F. A. Toeller, night switchman, Lincoln, is 
taking his ten day vacation. 

A. O. Andrews is relieving Mr. Toeller as 
night man. 

Theo. Hurtz has been transferred from 
University Place exchange to the Lincoln 
office. 

Cc. H. Brown acted as switchroom super- 
visor during Mr. Lansing’s’ absence. On 
Saturday, June 28, Mr. Brown accompanied 
Mr. Kimball to the Davey exchange in the 
interest of better automatic service with the 
Lincoln exchange. 


Miss Dorothy Ashton of Seward, who resigned 
her position as Assistant Chief Operator, and was 
married to Willard Wertman of Milford, June 17. 
The company is sorry to lose Miss Ashton but 
wish her ai] the joys of life. 


ED 


During the building and installing of the 
new exchange at Fairbury a condition ex- 
isted that we feel is worthy of mention. 
While this exchange was being constructed 
we had a large number of men employed go- 
ing into the different homes where their 
work would take them. In no case was there 
ever complaint registered to the management 
relative to the actions of any of the em- 
ployes, however, the comments were numer- 
ous complimenting the Company on having 
men who were pleasant, obliging, respectful 
and at all times willing to make reasonable 
changes for the patrons where it was. de- 
sired. 

J. L. Southwell, of the Auditing Depart- 
ment, Lincoln, will leave about August lst, 
for a three months visit at Lyons, Nebr. 

Those recently employed at Seward are 
Alma Anderson, Emma Gaskill and Esther 
Miers. 

Anna Harrison enjoyed a ten days’ vaca- 
tion in Lincoln and Grand Island. 

Alma Anderson of the Seward exchange 
helped for a week in Milford during a short- 
age in the traffic department there. 

We have our joys along with our troubles 
and once in a while we have time for a 
joke; for instance: One day an operator was 
ringing a party on a farm line and finally 
succeeded in getting some one who said, 
“Oh, it rang a crooked ring, and I didn’t 
know whether it was for me or not.’ An- 
other party called information and asked 
for the Economical (Economy) Oil Com- 
pany. 

The hello girls of Seward entertained, 
Thursday evening, June 19, at the home of 
Nellie and Mildred Gumbel, in honor of 
Dorethy Ashton, who has announced her 
engagement to Willard Wertman of Milford. 
In spite of a perfect deluge of rain, all 
of the girls except one were present. The 
bride-to-be was obliged to untangle a cord 
which was twisted around many articles, 
but was rewarded every so often by finding 
a kitchen utensil of some kind and at the 
end of the string feund a beautiful framed 
picture from all the girls, entitled ‘‘The 
Gleaners.’’ Music and visiting took up the 
remainder of the evening. Refreshments, 
consisting of ice cream and wafers, were 
served by the hostesses with bride’s roses 
as favors. The party broke up at a late 
hour, all wishing the bride-to-be a long, 
happy and prosperous married life. 

Nellie Gumbel, chief operator of Seward, 
spent a Sunday in Aurora, one day last 
month. 

Mrs. Iemmet Roberson, a former Seward 
operator, visited the Seward office during a 
visit to see her father, who is in the hos- 
pital there. 

Mr. Kimball visited the Seward office on 
the 25th of June. Seems good to have him 
back on the job again. 

Miss Vera Peterson, of the Aurora ex- 
change, visited Nellie Gumbel, chief oper- 
ator of Seward, one day last month. 

I. O. Lansing has returned from a twenty 
day rest period spent in Colorado. ¥/ 2cord- 
ing to Mr. Lansing’s report Colorado is some 
country. He reports a most enjoyable time. 

Ralph J. Mangel, has been employed as 
assistant cashier in the Lincoln office, suc- 
ceeding David Ericson, who resigned re- 
cently. 


OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
FRANK H. WOODG................. Ble ewe PAO Men dae Le a President 
S. H. BURNHAM.......2...00e- 2.000000 PID Wa ob AO CMa Vice-President 
Cot. BIL LS 2 2 ak eee ae ee he ee ae 2 ‘Treasurer 
C..P.. RUSSELL es ee eae Secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
I... ByHURTZ i 2 ea er a ee ee ._..-...aeneral Manager 
W. L. LEMON............. scbicenbsbeeydieracte steamer e SATOICOE 
COMMERCIAL 
R. BE. MATTISON...........-..--..2--nessceoeeseeoee fe Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
W. E. BELL.................. District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN............ -District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
W. C. COOPER.............District Commercial Manager, Western District 
PLANT 
MT: CASTER.....20- 2 ae pee ~.1e-x-.-----Flant Superintendent 
H. H. WHEELER, Jrz.....2...0.cc0c00.00020000 wich Na A CE I Plant Engineer 
F. E. BEHM....... ES ee ST ee District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
J: -PUGSLB Yee eae District Plant Chief, Southern District 
H. W. WHEELER..........-.........-.. District Plant Chief, Western District 
TRAFFIC 
GEO. K. GANN...................000 We A Le ae Traffic Superintendent 
R. S. BREWSTER............... Cealstetes tl EL pi SESE ee a Traffic Engineer 
W. P. KIMBALL...........W...... ...-...District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
Re OstPARKS iat District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
R. E. MURPHY.......... MG. ELI | District Traffic Chief, Western District 


The Telephone Directory 


(Cover Picture) : 


The front cover page of The News this month is decora-. 


ted with a picture of the most widely read book in the city, the 
Lincoln Telephone Directory. | : 

This book is used nearly one hundred thousand times datly 
in Lincoln, or an average of nearly twice a day for each and 
every person in the city. Does anybody know of any other book 
of which that can be said with equal truth? 

The fact is that the telephone directory has come to be the 
book of reference for the thousands when tt is desired to know 
where a person lives, in what business. they are engaged, what 
firms are in this or that business, what are this or that man’s 
initials and the answers it contains to all other questions. It 
has supplanted the city directory in those particulars where 
its more up-to-date information and ease of getting hold of 
and handling make it the natural reference book of office and 
home. 

This is true, not only in Lincoln, but the country over. 
It is estimated that the directories in all of the company’s ex- 
changes are referred to 109,500,000 times in a twelve month. 
Not alone do they locate telephone numbers, but they also locate 
individuals and firms, and when one desires to do this he in- 
stinctively reaches for the telephone directory. In the larger 
ones a section is devoted to a classified business listing, thus 
giving instant information as to who are engaged in a desired 
line. 

Advertising in publications having a circulation as large 
and a use as general and frequent as the telephone directories 
is undoubtedly desirable. 
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THAT MOTTO “SAVE!” 

The first impulse of a person when he 
notes the sign “Save!” that ought to be 
tacked up around all offices, stores and 
factories, is to think of it in terms of 
money. It really means a lot more than 
that. 

Everybody has had about the same ex- 
perience. There has been a prosperity 
abroad in the land for a number of years. 
Wages have been good and work plenti- 
ful. Businesses have been making 
money. There was no incentive on the 
part of the workers, save the natural 
prudence that ought to urge everybody 
at all times to put something in savings, 
to exercise thrift. The same thing was 
true about the office supplies and the raw 
materials in the factory and the odds and 
ends about the store. Why save them? 


But the world dropped into the war 


habit four years ago. For a year and a 
half we have been in the war. We have 
suddenly seen what a tremendous change 
in habits the rest of the world has had to 
make. In many of the countries of 
Europe there is not enough for the peo- 
ple to eat. Some of the soldiers go hun- 
gry. Clothing is scarce, raw materials 
are vanishing, everybody is practicing 
thrift. 

Here at home we are still far from 
such a fate, but it will come closer and 
swifter if we do not obey that caution- 
ary word “Save!”. -That means save 
everything, money, material, supplies, 
clothing, food, condiments, everything 
that is necessary for business to go on 
and necessary for us to live. 

It doesn’t do any good either, my 
friend, unless you take this as directed at 
you, as well as at everybody else. When 
you waste money or supplies or time or 
anything else that is valuable, you are 
convicting yourself of a lack of desire to 
reap the benefits of a war for which all 
loyal persons sacrificed to the limit. 


When you see that sign “Save!” re- 
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member you are: meant and the many 
meanings it has to all patriotic people at 
this time. 


KEEPING A TIGHT HOLD 


One of the annoyances connected with 
the management of telephone companies 
is the number of men and women whose 
terms of employments are so clearly ter- 
minated by their departure. The spirit 
of changing around seizes upon them and 
they drop the work after they have just 
got fairly started toward making good. 
But annoying as this is to those whose 
job is maintaining the service at a proper 
standard and costly as it is to the 
public which must pay for all this train- 
ing that is lost, the results upon the 
employe are still more disastrous. He 
or she is the big loser. 


The telephone company is one of the 
few institutions that pay a fair wage to 
persons while they are learning. They 
do this in the hope of so enchaining the 
interest of the employe that he o: she 
will find the job attractive and worth 
sticking to. No employer makes money 
on beginners whom he is teaching. Most 
of them lose by the process. But they 
do not lose as much as the employe who 
quits after a brief period of work.. Nine 
times out of ten they turn to some other 
kind of an occupation where they must go 
through the same period of learning the 
work, and then probably on they go to 
another job. The hills look greener far 
away, but the grass is seldom as good 
as that close at hand. 


The result is that young women who 
remain in office work or industry for 
years and many young men spend sev- 
eral years learning a variety of things 
that don’t profit them anything, and do 
it at beginners’ wages. The best advice 
that can be given to the restless youth 
or girl is to find out what you-want to 
do, and then stick to it. The longer 
you keep on the same job, if you are a 
normal, bright person, the better skilled 
you become and the better your pay. 
That, too, is the only way to the big 
paying positions. Get training and then 
turn that training to account. 


eds Ay 
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-Cut-over gang at Fairbury a fev days prior to giving service from new exchange, These 
men, and the women too, all did good work in making a satisfactory cut over. Fairbury now 
has one of the most up-to-date common battery plants in the west. 


TREATING A VACATION RIGHT 


Most folks have the idea that a vaca- 
tion can be treated any old way, and that 
it is all right. Well, it’s all wrong. The 
company gives you a vacation on the 
theory that the too close attention to 
your work has sort of rubbed off the 
keen edge of your enjoyment and interest, 
and that if you are told to go and play 
for several weeks you will come back re- 
juvenated and ready to show your tail 
light to all travelers in your department. 

The principal idea is to play. This 
doesn’t mean that you should loll around 
and do nothing and neither does it mean 
that when you get foot loose you should 
turn loose and row, swim, take long walks 
and play open air games that require a 
lot of vigor The object of a vacation is 
to obtain a rest of the mind and body by 2 
cessation of the usual mental and phy- 
sical strain and by a complete change of 
environment. 

Rest and recreation are two very im- 
portant factors in maintaining bodily 
and mental vivcr. Get away from you: 
old haunts and old surroundings, and you 
will find yourself taking up little tasks 
that take your mind entirely away from 
your workaday problems and will call 
into play some muscles that have been 
loafing on you for weeks. The greatest 
benefit, the doctors say, is the absence 
of care and entire change of scene. Do 
some thing while you are on your vaca- 
tion, ‘but don’t do it too hard. 

The monotony of one’s work is the 
chief nerve rasper. Fretfulness and 
nervous debility are more often found in 
those who work with their hands, and 
mental activity is the antidote for these 


conditions just as taking physical exer- 
cise is the best thing that a brain worker 
ean find to fill his pepper box anew. 


If you can get away from town go some 
place where you can get moderate exer- 
cise, a little bathing and anything of that 
sort that is a change for you. Keep out 
of the sun, don’t overeat, go to bed early 
and get up likewise. If you can’t get 
away from town; get away from the 
office and the home. Picnic in the woods 
or the parks and take little outings that 
do not tire and fret. Vacation doesn’t 
mean visiting expensive resorts or 
hotels or long journeys. Take advantage 
of the opportunities near by for getting 
out into the open, forgetting business 
and all other cares, avoiding over-exer- 
tion and dissipation and excesses of all 
kinds. 

The test of whether you have benefitted 
by your vacation and whether you have 
taken it in proper manner is how you feel 
when you get back on the job. If you 
are tired and unfit for work, if it makes 
you feel ill to contemplate what is ahead 
of you, then you might better have not 
taken any at all. It will be too late to 
do you any good this year to know it, 
but you. may learn by it what to avoid 
the next time. 


CORRECTION 


Through an oversight proper credit 


was not given to the author of the ar- 
ticle “Hail, the New Day!” appearing 
on the inside of front cover of the July 
Telephone News, This article was taken 
from the Mountain States Monitor and 
The News Wditor in copying same failed 
to give proper credit to the author. 


TELEPHONE CONVENTION 


At the annual convention of the Ne- 
braska Independent Telephone associ- 
ation, held in Lincoln during July, the 
organization changed its name by strik- 
ing out the word “independent” from the 
title, and will hereafter be known as the 
Nebraska Telephone association 

This means that hereafter it will be 
open to membership to any telephone 
man, irrespective of whether he is aligned 
with the Bell or with the Independents. 
The elimination of competition in the 
state has reached a point where both Bell 
and Independent telephone men have 
seen the wisdom of joining forces where 
their interests are already the same. 

The Bell has competition at three 


points only, at Central City with the: 


Archer-Chapman company, at Blair with 
the Blair company and at St. Edwards 
with the Skeedee. There are four other 
points where competition exists, the 
Farmers of Red Cloud at Red Cloud, the 
Glenwood company. at Pauline and the 
Hamilton Farmers at Hampton, all with 
the Lincoln company, and at Ord, where 
the Farmers company competes with a 
town company. Negotiations for consoli- 
dation at nearly all of these places have 
been periodically taken up, and in time 
all competition will disappear. 

Commissioner H. G. Taylor said, in a 
speech at the convention, that the public 
and the companies both realized the folly 
of compctition; that this had served its 
purpose and no further need existed for 
it. The public had gained in development, 
but with public regulation insuring fair 
rates and good service the necessity for 
it had passed. This sentiment was also 
expressed by President Pratt, and when 
the vote was taken nobody objected to 
the change of name and qualifications of 
membership. 

The following were elected as officers: 

President, Warren Pratt, Kearney. 

Vice President, W. B. D. Alexander, 
Scottsbluff. 

Secretary-treasurer, L. E. Hurtz, Lin- 
coln. 

District vice presidents: George E. 
Becker, Pawnee City; C. H. Wood, Val- 
paraiso; J. E. Bagstrom, Wausa; Bruce 
Brown, Brady; J. W. Richmond, Wisner; 
and J. E. Grint, Sargent. 

Board of Directors: Frank H. Woods; 
Lincoln; C. J. Garlow, Columbus; War- 
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ren Pratt, Kearney; P. B. Cummins, 
Scribner; Eben D. Warner, Chadron; W. 
C. May, Gothenburg; Lloyd B. Wilson, 
Omaha; E. C. Hunt, Malmo. 


The association adopted resolutions 
asking the state railway commission to 
continue the service connection charges 
of the federal administration in force 
until the companies could make a show- 
ing of actual costs; commending the Ne- 
braska commission for adopting a system 
of accounting and pledging co-operation 
in having it adopted, and also asking the 
postmaster general to permit companies 
having a claim for compensation to file 
it within three weeks after government 
control ends. 


PUT THIS IN YOUR HAT. 


An army corps is 60,000 men or more. 

An infantry division is 19,000 or more. 

An infantry brigade is 7,000 men or 
more. - 

A regiment of infantry is 3,000 men— 
tbree battalions. 

A battalion is 1,000 men—four com- 
panies. 

A company is 250 men. 

A platoon is 60 men or less. 

A corporal’s squad is 8 men or less. 

A field battery has 195 men. 

A firing squad is 20 men. 

A supply train has 283 men. 

A machine gun battalion has 296 men. 

An engineer’s regiment has 1,098 men. 

An ambulance company has 66 men. 

A field hospital has 55 men. 

A medical detachment nas 13 men. 

A major general heads the field army 
and also each army corps. 


A brigadier general heads each infan- 
try brigade. 


A colonel heads each regiment. 

A lieutenant colonel igs next in rank be- 
low a colonel. 

A major heads a battalion. 

A captain heads a company—two cap- 
tains in war time. 

A lieutenant heads a platoon. 

A sergeant is next below a lieutenant. 

A corporal is a squad officer. 


Many are the backs that are weary tonight, 
From using the spade and the hoe; 
Many are the men who are straining their 
sight 
Watching for the stuff to grow. 
Planting tonight, planting tonight, planting in 
Old back yard. 


~ 


» Tt at 


A unique splice under emergency conditions, 
made by Manager Newby at Tobias, during 
April sleet storm. No pole was available, and 
as wires had to clear road crossing. Mgr. 
Newby very ingeniously restored service by 
using the broken pole, 


SOLVING THE PROBLEMS 


Most persons have noticed the adver- 
tisements in the magazines offering all 
sorts of courses intended to teach per- 
sons concentration and will power and 
ability to think out propositions, and 
have doubtless wondered if they invested 
their money therein if they would, in a 
short time, be able to draw the alluring 
salaries the advertisement said was wait- 
ing for competent executives. 

Very few have sensed the fact that all 
that was offered was a means of getting 
students to work and to use their brains, 
a systematic way in which to get them 
to buckle down and make something of 
themselves. The really ambitious per- 
son does not need any course of study and 
no carefully studied out plan to get him 
or her to do the hard work necessary to 
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gain success. These advertisements are 
intended to appeal only to those who need 
the touch of the spur to make them get 
into action. 

But why pay somebody else to use a 
whip on you? Why not do all of your 
own whipping your ownself? There isn’t 
any fakery in the statement that there 
are more ten thousand dollar a year jobs 
than there are ten thousand dollar a year 
persons to fill them. Business, as now 
organized, is anxious to pay any salary 
to the person who can earn it. Success 
consists entirely in the ability to solve 
each problem of one’s work as-it was 
presented. The more one solves the 
easier to solve are the ones that next 
present themselves. Will power is devel- 
‘oped in exactly the same way as is muscle 
by exercise. The first big task is to learn 
to concentrate on the job in hand. 


NO MORE FREE SERVICE 

One of the reasons given by the Post- 
office Department for establishing the 
“station to station” rule in long distance 
telephone payments is the crafty vill- 
ainy of mankind. It is explained: 

“Designing persons employ codes to 
defraud the government of revenue in 
that when calls are made, although the 
person called is said not to be there, 
words of explanation given of his absence 
are a code answering all the purposes 
of the call, but costing nothing. 

“Bor instance, Jefferson Davis Ma- 
guffin of Heehaw, Nebraska, leaves home 
and goes to Lincoln to look for a govern- 
ment job, telling his wife to call him up 
at the Fourteen Points Hotel on O street 
at 6 o’clock in the evening, October 1st. 
At 5 o’clock Mr. Maguffin enters the 
hotel and says to the telephone operator: 
‘If anybody calls me up say that I’ll be 
back at 9 o’clock.’ Then he goes out and 
takes care not to return to the hotel un- 
til well after 6 o’clock. Mrs. Maguffin, 
on calling up from Heehaw, at 6, is told 
that Mr. M will return at 9. She then 
takes up the code book which Maguffin 
has left with her, turns to No. 9 and 
reads the following: 

“‘Wyverything is going fine.’ 

“Tf 10 o’clock had been the word, Mrs. 
Maguffin upon looking up No. 10 in the 
code would have discovered that her 
spouse wished to say he expected to stay 
a whole week: ‘Mail me my other shirt’.” 
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SAFETY FIRST 

Safety First is a mighty good thing— 
for the other fellow—we like to preach 
it, but are very lax in our practices. We 
tell the other. fellow to drive slowly, 
but when we take out one of the Com- 
pany’s gas-eaters we open the throttle, 
put our foot on the cut-out, and “let ’er 
rip.” It would be better to slow up a 
bit before the ambulance driver goes 
hunting around for some place to deliver 
the remains. 


TELEPHONE SYSTEM IN BELGIUM 
BEING REBUILT 


When the Germans destroyed the tele- 
phone system of Belgium, they calculated 
that it would take two years to restore 
it. The two chief central exchanges at 
Brussels were entirely removed, and the 
third destroyed. The heads were cut off 
of 50 underground cables, each made up 
from 200 to 400 wires, while separate 
of wires were cut in s2veral places in such 
a way as to make them especially diffi- 
cult to repair. Equipment was torn down 
and removed; one of the big “multiples” 
was entirely destroyed. The whole tele- 
phone installation will have to be rebuilt 
and the work is now going on. 


Exchanges in other towns suffered the 
same fate. The wires in private houses 
were cut, and in many cases the instru- 
ments were removed. 


The same conditions prevail at the 
Central Telegraph Office. The great 
Switchboard serving as an exchange for 
the whole of the country was stripped. 
The main instrument room was left 
simply empty. At the end of March 
there was no cable communication with 
England, except by way of Holland and 
France. There was only one wire work- 
ing between the French frontier and 
~Paris. It was four and one-half months 
before the Germans succeeded in dis- 
covering, although it had been laid by 
Siemens, how the Belgians had managed 
to keep the underground telephone line 
from Antwerp working surreptitiously 
for days after the occupation. 


“You are wanted at the telehone.” 
“But I am so hoarse I can’t talk.” 
“You won't need to talk—it’s your wife.” 


NEW KIND OF BOARD 


Canadians are first cousins to Am- 
ericans if not closer, which accounts for 
the fact that they are up on their toes 
just like the Yanks. One of the returned 
soldiers tells of a unique switchboard 
that the signal corps attached to a Can- 
adian battery of artillery rigged up on 
the field. . 


The board was made of rifle bullets, 
and for a time during the first of the war, 
when material was scarcer than the well 
known hen’s teeth, it served to connect up 
the lines that the battery had, but which | 
were otherwise useless. 


A clip of cartridges happened to strike 
the investigative eye of the signal corps 
commander, and the idea at once struck 
him that there were his jacks and his 
plugs all ready made. 


In less than an hour four lines were 
in working order, and were used for 
months. They were short lines. The 
powder and lead were removed from a 
number of the cartridges, and the brass 
jackets fitted into a wooden frame. At 
the bottom of each jacket holes were 
bored and the wire inserted and soldered. 
In the flat end of the lead taken from 
the cartridge holes were bored and wires 
firmly fixed therein making plugs. The 
tapering nose of the bullet gave it the 
right finishing touch. 


Miss Alice Vant, Chief Operator at Ash- 
land, who was married June 20th to Alvin 
Holmes. 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 
STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 
Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 1, 
1919, and July 31, 1919; also gain and loss since January Ist, 1919. : 
Jan. July Gain Loss Jan. July Gain Loss 
1,719 31,719 1,719 315.19 
1 Lincoln ............ 13775 14263 488 59) Louisville ...... D564 OAb ik eal 
2 Hastings ......... 3119 3203 84 COM Oni acu owe 961 242 #. 18 
3 Beatrice ........ . 2600 2649 49 61 Glenvil ......... 941 9388 ... 43 
1) EOIN) eee a 1856 1861 5 62 Brainard ........ 235 (286 1. eee 
5 Nebr City-........ 1630 1680 50 .... 53 Red Cloud ...... Z20GN LoS 8 
6 Fairbury ........ 1660 1634 .... 26 64 Yutan) 002: 993 232 6 
@ Auburn) 22. 1137 1146 One GEMM cada Loud ee SITALe SOT toe 
8 Uni Place ........ 1009 1018. SLA 66 Steinauer ........ 5971-995. san 
9 Plattsmouth ... 1029 994 _.. 35 67 Waverly .......... P19 =2:20 bee, 
10 Seward ............ O26R SORE Same GS One hae) 209 214 5 
Ti Wahoo 2... 897 931 34 69 Greenwood ...... 210 214 4, 0 
12 David City ...... 918 923 5 70 Murray ..........-- 2909 208 .. 1 
13 Tecumseh _...... Sole OA Zee lel 71 Raymond ........ 189.6 95199 “sO 
14> Superior 9 = 168 797 29 ... 72 Milligan .......... 198.05 194 eee 
15 Ashland ........ SOAR Clune nel sie 73) Davey so. 194 198 ihe 
16 Stromsburg ... 658 663 5 ... 74 Bellwood ....... 198.0196.) pee 
17 Sutton ......... 665 655 ... 10 75 Tamora ............ 206 198 13 
ites LDragteynel Gag O45 et OS Sima enn 76 Panama ........-. 191 190 1 
19 Osceola ............ G22 an Gapun, Lome. 77) Brocket 218. 190 188 2 
20 Harvard ........ 6S O25 elo see 78 Belvidere ........ 1599) 1842 ee 
21 Geneva -......... 578 586 8 79 Cordova .......... 1340 feo 1h eS 
22 Hebron ........... 579 580 1 80 Nehawka ........ 17200 *1'7 6 eee 
23 Wilber -........... Dd1 557 6.) 2... 81 Saronville ........ Ghee 2 
24 Wymore .......... 0) 5/sgh oth agen eee 177. 178 4 
25 Polk ................ 510 52818 83 Juniata .......... 174 167 7 
26 Sterlng ........... 486 489 3... 84 Hampton ........ 168 167 1 
27 College View.. 439 467-7 2.28 1) 2%. 85 Carleton .......... 162 167 5 y 
28 Weep’g Water 477 465 ... 12 86 Hansen _...... _. 161 165 4 
29 Humboldt ...... 446 446 ee ciaGanlandijen shia 1 beat 
380 Dorchester ...... ASS mn AD ON Menon esse Colon: 2.2.2. VAL ead io Spe 
31 Edgar... 432 422 ... 10 89 Grafton ............ 140 144 4 
32 Havelock ....... 422 420... 2 90 Thayer ............ 139 pn 40e ane 
33 Syracuse ........ 395 408 i Sie: 91 Ithaca .............- 139 140 1 
34 Clay Center... 397 405 8 ... 92 Elk Creek ........ LBS) 140 yn2 
350 Beaver Cros’g 390 404 14 ... 93 Nemaha .......... 132 136 4 
36 Gresham ........ 378 375 sa 3 94 Denton ............ 136 136 
37 Exeter ............ 877 874 ... 8 95 Prosser ........- 182 185 8 
38 Milford ............ 355 371 16 ... 96 Octavia ......... 1170 1200 ane 
39 Pairmont ........ 359 370 11 ©. 97 Malcolm .......... 122 122 
40 DeWitt ......__. 355 365 19 |. 98 Bruno ............. 116 19h eC ae 
41 Shelby ........... 366 367 1 .... 99 Shickley ..... 126) 0119 eer 
42 Fairfield ..... 369 361 ... § 100 Garrison ........ 119 weed ten eee 
43 Dunbar ........... 355 358 8 101 Dwight 91 111 20 
44 Elmwood ........ 356 356. 102 Filley 00... 105 108 3 
45 Bennett .......... 333 338° 4895 ... 103 Douglas ......... 95 105 10 
46 Cedar Bluffs... 382 3926 Gel O4 KOTO nove 96 99 3 
of MOINS are 320 825 5 ... 105 Pickrell ............ 97.090.) (2a 
po PEESIORT oo 315 315 _. 106 Lushton. .......... 106" 93.) 18 
49 WACO -n-ns 322 316 6 107 Pauline ......... TG Sih, ENG 
50 Utica ................ 351 309 .. 42 108 Brownville .... 80 80 J ae 
51 Adams ............ 3138 305 |. 8 109 Clatonia ....... GT.» igi'G4y plea 
52 McCool ........... 500°. 296. 4.~« 110 Pleasant Dale 54. . 56 2 % 
53 Crab Orchard.. 280 292 49 111 Strang ............ 3} 29 usr eadQ 
54 Johnson .......... 267 273 Ban ots wl Ey 
2 Ee we 212 272 Totals en 59131 59921 1137 347 
BT Tse is. eM eee i “; Net Gain since January 1st, 719... 790 
5&8 Benedict —........ 258 251 , 7+, WKS Soya CIN Nygyy IRS BMG EER ea Ba 127 
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THE DEPRECIATION ACCOUNT - 

The experience of the Nebraska state 
railway commission has demonstrated 
that in figuring his expenses the average 
telephone manager in the state has 
omitted all consideration and thought of 
depreciation. Apparently he thought 
that with a telephone company as with 
a man there are but two things certain, 
death and taxes. Now most of them are 
forced to include depreciation. 

The reason why telephone managers in 
the smaller communities have overlooked 
that hungry mouth, depreciation, can be 
traced back to the fact that they began 
doing business before state regulation 
of rates was attempted. They were bound 
in rate-fixing, only by what terms they 
could make with the city council or vill- 
age board of trustees, and usually this 
was a contract in which neither party 
knew the cost of the service. 

It was not until the managers began 
to see that something was wrong with 
their finances and that, after about ten 
or twelve years of operation, replacement 
and repair costs were eating up all pro- 
fits and then some. This was about the 
time their plant wear reached the point 
where repairing gave way to replacement. 
They saw that they had to go out and get 
a new switchboard or build a new pole 
line to replace those worn out. They had 
been getting a fair return on the invest- 
ment represented in the old equipment, 
and So when they had to make a new 
investment they reasoned they should 


have to get more money for the service. 


The mistake, of course, lay in not 
knowing at the beginning, that there 
would be a time in the history of the com- 
pany when this and that part would have 
to be replaced, and that part of the 
earnings each year ought to have been 
set aside to take care of these when they 
were necessary. Otherwise the integrity 
of the investment was certain to be cut 
down each year by the lessened value of 
the plant. Depreciation is not, it has 
been found, entirely a matter of plant 
deterioration. It is a part of develop- 
ment. For as an exchange grows the 
switchboard and wire leads must needs 
be dispensed with before they are worn 
out and a larger switchboard and cables 
substituted. 

‘As all the time, year after year, the 
contract of the public is that it will pay 
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a reasonable return on the value of the 
property devoted to its use, it becomes 
apparent that any expense to give ad- 
ditional service or to maintain the exist- 
ing efficiency of the plant, must come 
from the public, and the only sensible 
way to take care of this if a company 
is to avoid the point where necessary 
rates to give returns on the investment 
will be prohibitive, is to set aside out of 
rates as an expense each month or year- 
enough money to take care of all re-— 
placements as they become necessary~ 
That’s why depreciation won’t be the 
stranger in Nebraska telephone com- 
panies he was for many years. 


HAVE CONFIDENCE 


You may succeed ‘when others don’t 
believe in you, but you will never succeed 
when you don’t believe in yourself. You 
are endowed with as large an amount 
of brains as the average human being,,. 
but they cannot be developed by con- 
tinuous dependence on others. It is the 
employe that is willing to assume re- 
sponsibilities that will succeeed. 


Troy O. Rinehart, with us again as Travel- 
ing Auditor. Troy was Master Signal Elec- 
trician in the Army and served in France from 
Sept. 29, 1918 to April 17, 1919. 
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AN ASSET WORTH PRESERVING 


The life insurance companies’ mortality 
tables show that after the parlous years 
of infancy have been passed your chance 
of dying before the early forties is a 
small one. The reason is that nature 
has deposited in the bank of life to your 
credit enough good health to last you for 
many years. Like any other deposit the 
length of time it will last you is contin- 
gent entirely upon the drafts made upon 
it, and upon whether you keep your bal- 
ance in fair shape. 

When men and women are young they 
find it easy to throw off the effects of 
fatigue, they find it possible to do their 
customary amount of work on a smaller 
-allowance of sleep than their elders tell 
them they need. This is a foolish prac- 
tice because it is drawing on your bank 
reserve of energy and resiliency. Na- 
ture tries to repair ravages done by both 
the ignorant and the careless, but if you 


keep drawing out energy faster than — 


nature can deposit it, there will come a 
nervous breakdown and the clear head 
and alert brain will have gone. 

Good health, which comes of good hab- 
its, fresh air, exercise, sleep, amusements 
that interest but do not excite, regular- 
ity of sleep, is as necessary to make your 
service indispensable as knowledge of 
your work and a willingness to perform 
the tasks assigned to you. Dissipation 
of your nervous energy is as bad as the 
dissipation that is so closely linked in 
the popular mind with wild conduct. 
Keep your deposit at the bank of good 
health up to normal. - 


ARE YOU GUN SHY? 

One of the secretaries of the Young 
Men’s Christian association who was in 
charge of a large sector in France was 
asked if he had any difficulty with under 
secretaries who were gun-shy. 

“T certainly do,’ he said. “You get all 
kinds of men in the Y service, just as 
you do everywhere else. You have to do 
a, lot of weeding out and sorting over all 
the time. That’s a big part of my job, to 
get the right men in the right place. 
Three of my secretaries were sleeping in 
a barn one night, when the boche began 
to shell it. Two of them never stopped 
running till they got back behind our 
hase town, and what is worse they left 


Manager Jensen at Superior “breaking in” 
a new lineman. His name is “Billy” Jensen, 
and he will soon be ready to tackle his dad's 
job. 
their blankets behind them. Blankets 
cost so like Sam Hill that they are worth 
almost as much as this particular kind of 
secretary. The other one rolled over and 
went to sleep again.” 

Gun-shy is an army term for failure to 
stand up and take your medicine and to 
make the best sort of a fight you know 
how when a fight is on. Are you gun- 
shy?” When a job that requires some 
hard thinking and some hard work faces 
you, do you curl up and say what’s the 
use, and hike for the rear, leaving it for 
somebody else to do? What do you do 
when you are up against it? Fight or 
run? 


JOHNNY KNEW ALRIGHT 


“Can you tell me, Johnny,’ asked the fair 
young teacher, ‘‘Where shingles were first 
used ?” 

“Yes’m,” answered modest Johnny, “but 
I’d rather not, ma’am.”’ 


ast 
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CLEARING A CASE OF “CAN’T BE HEARD.” 
(Taken from a special demonstration of Lesson V Course 
in Practical Telephony.) 

R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructors 


Some times a telephone receives perfectly but will not transmit at all. The 
fact that the receiving qualities are up to standard is evidence that the secondary 
or line circuit is in working condition so we turn our attention at once to the pri- 
mary circuit. There are just five things that can happen to the primary circuit 
that can prevent it from talking out. 

1. Dead batteries (either one cell open or both cells exhausted.) 

2. An open in the primary circuit (trace circuit.) , 

3 A short circuit across the transmitter (either in the trasmitter or its cir- 
cuit.) The battery takes the low resistance path instead of flowing through the trans- 


- mitter. 


4. A short circuit across the primary winding of the induction coil. The current 
flows through the low resistance path instead of through the primary coil so that 
no magnetic field is built up. 

5. A short circuit across the secondary winding of the induction coil. This 
would lower the resistance of the receiver or line circuit, thus tending to improve 
the receiving qualities but would entirely destroy the transmission by preventing 
the induced current from flowing out over the line. 

The only information the service man has is that the subscriber hears but 
cannot be heard. ‘The successful service man always has some definite plan for 
finding and clearing such a case of trouble. The following method seems to us to 
be practical and to the point: 

1. Verify the “can’t be heard” report by listening in the receiver for “line 
noise.” If no line noise can be heard call the exchange and answer the oper- 
ator by using the receiver as a magneto transmitter.. 

2. See that the battery is in working condition. 

8. If the transmitter is still “dead’’ listen carefully for any click or transmitter 

tone in the receiver while checking the primary circuit as follows: 
(a) Open and close the battery contact at the hook switch by lifting the 
spring with the thumb nail. (If you do not know which is the battery 
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a 


contact open and close each contact separately while getting this test.) 
A loud click in the receiver on making and breaking the battery con- 


tact indicates a short circuit across the transmitter. 


No click or tone 


in the receiver indicates either an open in the primary circuit, a short 
circuit across the primary coil, or a short circuit across the secondary 


coil. 


(b) Continue to listen carefully while inspecting all connections and 


conductors of the primary circuit for an open. 


Test for an open in the 


transmitter or transmitter wire by touching g short across the battery 


end of the transmitter lead if terminals are exposed. 


A click or tone in 


the receiver means that you have found and closed the break. 
(ec) Examine the induction coil terminals and leads carefully for a short 
circuit across either primary or secondary winding. 
4. If this general test of the primary circuit fails to clear the transmission 


the next step is to apply the induction test directly to the inducion coil. 


This is 


done by removing the primary wire from the coil terminal, connecting one side ot 
the battery directly to the common terminal and using the other side of the battery 


for a make and break at the primary terminal. 
the click in the receiver will be loud and clear. 


elick under this test will talk. 


If the coil is in working cendition 
Any coil that gives out a good 


(See The News for June.) 


5. Our tests so far cover every possible condition except an actual break in-the 


primary circuit. 
of the primary coil. 


We know from our last test that this break is not in the winding 
The final step is to apply the battery and receiver test set to 


the primary circuit, part by part, and thus find the break. 


SERVICE AND SERVICE 

Fastidious big town folks who insist 
on having a telephone in service at least 
two hours after they have placed their 
order and who are all fussed up because 
it takes longer than that ought to be 
given a course in waiting in several towns 
that we might mention in Nebraska. 

Recent investigations of service con- 
ditions by the state railway commission 
has disclosed that in at least three towns 
in the state, two of them of more than 
village proportions, if a business man or 
a householder wants telephone service all 
that he has to do is to buy an instrument, 
poles enough to construct a line from his 
store or residence to the exchange, with, 
of course, wires sufficient for the purpose 
and have it built,and the telephone com- 
pany will obligingly tie the wire onto the 
board and give him individual line ser- 
vice. 

If he is content to share a line with 
half a dozen or more others the only 
thing he need do is to get his phone and 
build his drop to where he ean tap a 
passing pole line of the company. The 
beauty about this from the standpoint of 
the telephone manager is that it is up 
to the intending subscriber to determine 
how soon he will get his instrument in 
service, although, of course, there is the 
annoyance to the telephone manager of 
having to get up from his office chair 
every few hours and show some new sub- 
scriber whereabouts on the board he can 
tie his wire,—something like pointing out 


where a fellow can tie his horse 

The explanation for the existence of 
this method is that the lines were built by 
farmers who were more anxious to get 
town sérvice than the town merchants 
were to invest money to sive the farmers 
service, and the companies are still owned 
by the farmers. They not only refuse to 
sell to the town men, who are now an- 
xious to buy, but they operate them on 
the cheap, anything-will-suit-us-if-we-are 
running -the-company-and-have-to- pay 
the-cost system popular with farmers. 
But imagine if this plan were generally 
followed! 


LET’S GO, SAYS HE 

When Commander Towers, in charge of 
the three big naval seaplanes that es- 
sayed the aerial journey for England by 
way of the Azores, looked over his en- 
gines, tested the wings of his giants, he 
waved his hand to his assistants and 
said, “lets go.” 

Mighty good watchword, slogan, or 
whatever it is that you want to call it. 
A very fine beginning for a great big 
task. It signified readiness, ability, con- 
fidence, willingness. If you are assigned 
to something new or big, don’t look to see 
how new or how big it ts, but what are the 
possibilities, the opportunities, the sweep 
and scope of it. 

Then having looked it over, say to your- 
self “Let’s go.” You will find nispiration 
in plenty in the frame of mind these 
words and this mental attitude form. 
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Number 

Phones 
Central District... 18236 
Southern District................ 18414 
Western District.........220..... 12572 
Northern District...........2... 12724 
4 Mayeest ka ae ce 61946 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


RYEV ONE eee 37D 
(OlzVi fel yee ee 260 
College) VieWs.s-2- 4... 467 
IDEA, See ey ts 198 
WEN EO Meret 136 
Green WOOK  .....-.-----2....2-cc-senee 214 
IBGE Aa yele . See ee 420 
NATTY GOUT eecttitcescsccrstencceccscsscteoses 14263 
TAN COLIN Bessecscccckceas esecseneeresemee 122 
FP IV EU TIN Mesee eens ccccdiee cncsctenesessoctee 190 
Pleasant Dale..........0....-00..... 154 
ARVIN] OTN. Wecceessecctezescctecasectecseeee 199 
University Place...........-...... 1018 
Wien ose et ek A 220 

Dye Kaye ee ee bn 18236 


Avg 
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Tel. 

43 

1.14 

LA 

1.19 


94 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


AGU eek Seles tee ie Bs es 321 
FRCP WAKE shy a a oe 791 
ZN) Orb hs AE ek 1146 
1bYe fritid (ew ee eee 2683 
IAM OKels Ate Se we 193 
ESTO WM VA LGW soecutss-cteenentas cavecsee SO 
180 YP poy ee Peres pees” Sen 173 
CRT SO LIL Bree ceencses scnevesecsonsosees 127 
Goo kA Bs Bes E820 
wCrap) Orchardaxce Mees .na. 292 
IDIE\YYG tan) See epee as. Saks: 360 
IDX reg by pe ne ee ae 198 
MAb eye, 5 Le. 358 
Bik: (Greek... 3.2: ae ee 140 
IN Grayoyeyal oe ee 356 
Ween wey, Soe fee Shee ee et 1676 
LETT y a Ae See eS Ce 134 
idfithardopoiokre 2. Ge ee O31 
AL OL TSO Tie ee ea, DOS 
TProye Weal CMs ee ee 291 
NUND DO Nes =e: Mees pees eee 208 
Nebraska City-..-.:h22-......--. 1685 
SAE aa teed ee ee 205 
INQ TTUELD Ce eae neko s con eeoe ce tteroasss 1386 


COTO cee, eh LOD 
Micirelly owe eee fe ee eT 


2A GUSIN OW) ee -------- 0-8 --n20 994. 
PP URVAURO Ui tln ) beste sesesetened. teas sees 272 
SiGe nator ee SEAT ES Laat 295 
Sire al b ha eo ae ee OE 489 
SONU ELC TLS Cy ieuS a fet onset» esccaeees O76 
Thllbiaa kk ae pe ee ESE 5 
Tyo aysyalnl eee PS ee ee 842 
PLAS bet hs a eee ee 
Y Sopine Water... <.2---.--2. 487 
\\vallilbyiaiet a PRR AR See ont 
DVGCTITO TC: ape ete hese s) NORE 
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WESTERN DISTRICT 


Number 
Phones 

Belvidere: 22 eee 1s+ 
Garleton’ <<). See SS 195 
Clay) Center. 2s 405 
Dorchester 2 eee 429) 
Rdgar) fee ee eee 456 
I'xeter- Ame = Oe eae 404 
iaintield, ee sae eet 403 
Wihbdeneyeirs | ee ee 370 
lI richdi t=. cee G3S 
GeneVoy le ye a ee $10 
Glenvil# CS ae Se 238 
Gratton) £22 ene 206 
Hansen 3222 eee 167 
Harvard) 4.223 Se 625 
Easting seen 3203 
Hebron ee eee 581 
Juniata fe Me ee ieee 167 
Milligan Reta ee se ee 197 
On? bes TP Oe eee 245 
Pauline, fe eee $1 
Prosser ee eee 135 
Red Cloud............ Psi 
SAN OMA Cl eens Seen 174 
Shitkley 222 aa ee 398 
Stran’e Velie eee ae SO 
Sheyaeakeye 2 = 8 Sans S89 
Sutton: \, See AA 655 

Districtaet se eee 12572 


11 
Av’g Same 
Per Mo.last 
Tel. Qr. 
1.26 2.S4 
1.20 2.37 
Ly OS 
7 aD) 
1.24 1.50 
1.02 L.St 
1.18 127 
90 -O2 
iLeTy wo 
1.86 ibaks 
Arey 1.36 
2.16: L.96 
2.98 TH] 
16 10 
wot .06 
1.02 1.40 
1.08 SO 
1.19 15} 
90 L.00 
2.93 2.3L 
1.38 1.86 
83 92 
45 26 
4.56 335 
2°59 L.7S 
94 1.00 
2.69 1.95 
1.17 1.49 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Beaver Crossing................. 


Bellwood ... 


Benedict ... 
Bradshaw . 
Brainard ... 


Cordova ..... 
David City 
Dwight ....... 
(marland ..... 
Garrison ... 
Gresham ..... 
Hampton ... 
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Mead .... 


ee er ee 


ee ee 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, JULY, 1919 


Good. 
. To % % %o Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
30 Lincoln.................- Miss A. Scouller.............. 18.4 16.1 21.6 18.0 25245 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traftic Chief 
19 Ashland................. Mrs. C. Hood.................. 10:3 «14.9 16.5 11.7 17438 
20 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............. NOY pyaar Fable) aleieys: 
7 Dorchester............ Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 7.4 5.5 0.0 8.7 823 
29 Hriend se een Miss A. Haberman........ sy» IPA NB Ry als yy/ 972 
8 Louisville __.......... Miss M. Twiss................ 7.6 16.7 15.1 9.8 965 
14 Plattsmouth........ .Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 9.0 8.0 160 100 1928 
10 Seward.............--.-- Miss N. Gumbel.............. 8.0 - 7.0 7.0 7.0 2782 
27 WV al Miss Lilly Johnson......... 13.8 9.7 14.9 189 2063 
21 W. Watev.........--.- Miss M. McNamee........ , olay, 9.9 9.4 7.3 1081 
Total or Average........ Ae ae 10.3 114 122 10.7 14205 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. KE. Murphy. District Vraftie Chief 
9 OS a arpeevetivesuecsess .Mrs. M. Beal......0........:000. ar UA y AGG) 9.7 872 
B) Wetter sees -Mrs. R. Alley.................. 5.3 6.1 6.7 5.5 862 
23 Fairmont............-- -Miss E. presente RINE Eh) 12.0 9.4 9.7 11.0 939 
15 Geneva.........-.---- Miss G. Aldrup................ 9.6 119 17.1 12.2 2399 
4 Harvard..........-..-- Miss E. Hein.................... 6.1 0.0 13.9 9.6 837 
26 Hasting’s...........---: Miss H. Richeson............ 18.6 15.4 22.7 14.8 10339 
22 Hebron eee Miss M. McKenzie.......... 11.8 116 142 12.7 1080 
24 Osceola...........-.----. Miss M. Shelmadine..... 12.1 18.0 18.4 13.9 785 
12 Red Cloud............ Miss L. Barrett.............. 8.8 149 17.8 11.6 713 
22A Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............. 11.8 11.8 8.5 11.4 837 
28 Superior --2--2--. Miss M. Atwater............ 14.0 11.3 21.9 15.6 2787 
5 Suttons eee Miss M. McDonald.......... 6.9 3.8 TAT 6.3 959 
17 YON Kee eee wh are Miss J. Michener............ 10.1 8.2 13.8 10.9 380387 
Total or Average................................ 11.6 9.9 15.00 12.8 26496 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R, O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
WPAN NUN OOB BOL Miss C. Wolfe... 8.8 92 12.7 10.6 2364 
18 Beatrice................ Miss fA*) Potts: 2) Se 10.2 96 11.8 103 £46846 
16 IDEN oe eee Miss L. Gehrt.......2........... 9.9 12.0 9.0 9.0 664 
25 Fairbury............... Miss M. Klitzing............. 0483) allay als ey UIP Pas Pte 
29 Humboldt............ .Miss C. Gillan................ 14.4 13.2 0.0 14.1 £1098 
6 Nebraska Cy......Miss E. Felthauser....... 7.3 10.0 10.7 8.1 3247 
2 Syracuse.............. Miss BH. Seelhoff............. : 5.2 2.8 4.6 4.5 11838 
1 Tecumseh............. Miss E. Smith... Av Al © GLa 9 SIs 9.4 1158 
1] Walber 2222 Miss M. Mashek.............. 84 10.2 9.9 9.4 1169 
13 Wymore ............. Miss L. Hollett................ 8.9 7.4 9.6 9.0 1246 
Total ornvAveragen’ Se a Os "98 10.6 #£11.8 9.1 21403 
Total or Average for June... 115 12.0 156 11.5 82346 
Total or Average for July... 12.5 12.00 15.0 12.6 87349 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Freda Sanman, wire chief’s clerk at 
York, has returned after a ten days’ vacation 
on the farm, 


Frank Copple is back on the job in the wire 
chief department at York. Frank says no 


Paul Baley, swithboard man of York, started ROE) BEDE bE Fe SOT 
on his vacation July 25. Paul is going to Harvey Jenkins has been employed in the 
try out his new car so is going to drive wire chief department at York. 
through Jowa and Illinois, Dave Dreier, combination man at York, has 
Ray McCulla, of Hastings, is relieving Paul been transferred to McCool, as wire chief #t 
Baley, swithboard man, at York, this week. that place. 
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York operators can do something besides 
operate a switchboard, ~They know how to 
have a good time, as is evidenced by their 
smiling faces, 


Miss Bertha Lewis has been empoyed as 
night operator at Fattsmouth. 

Mr. Cole of Hastings, arrived in Plattemouth 
the first of July to fill the vacancy made by 
Mr. Brown. 

Miss Anna Scharfogel, of the Lincoln Com- 
mercial office, has returned to work after 
spending a very pleasant vacation visiting 
various points in Colorado. 

Miss Anna Sirinsky has been employed in 
the Lincoln Commercial office. 


Miss Elsie Luecke has resigned her position 
as Cashier in the Lincoln office and expects 
to be married soon. Miss Luecke has been 
with the Company two years and we are sorry 
to lose her, but wish her a prosperous and 
happy life. 

Morris Doherty has been employed in the 
Lincoln Commercial office. 


Mrs. Goldie Graham, of Havelock, spent her 
vacation in Minneapolis, Minnesota, visiting 
friends, 


Miss Alma Howell, chief operator at Have- 
lock, spent her vacation in Fremont and 
Friend. She visited the Telephone exchanges 
at both places. 


Mrs. Thegesa Holmes, night operator at 
Havelock, begins her yacation August 1. Mrs. 
Goldie Graham takes her place while she is 
fone. 

Mr. Harry Anderson and mother, of Kansas, 
are visiting at the home of H, L. Anderson, 
Manager at Havelock. 


The following operators graduated from the 
Traffic Correspondence School during the 
month of July: Ruth Gardner, Cleo Wolfe, 
Grace Langdale, Ruth Stanley, Gertrude Ter- 
hune, Beatrice; Magdalene Hayen, Hastings; 
and Hannah Wullbrandt, Genoa. 


Miss BE. Blumel, of the commercial depart- 
ment at Nebraska Gity, spent two weeks in 
the Auburn office recently. 


Mrs. Dave Adolphson, formerly Miss Inez 
Nelson, toll operator at Wahoo, was pleasantly 
surprised Monday evening, June 9th, by the 
Wahoo telephone girls. Miss Nelson was in 
the employ of the Company about a year, re- 
signing June Ist, and was married to Mr. 
Adolphson, a prosperous young farmer liy- 
ing north of Wahoo. The girls presented 
Mrs. Adolphson with a set of silver tea 
spoons. The evening was spent in playing 
games and writing a recipe book, after which 
refreshments consisting of ice cream and waf- 
ers Were served. 

This makes the third operator to be mar- 
ried out of the Wahoo office just recently 
Do you wonder that we always are in need 
of operators at Wahoo? 

Blanche Cripe resigned her position as book- 
keeper in the Wahoo commercial office July 
Ist, having been in the employ of the Com- 
pany four years. Miss Grace Howe has been 
employed to fill the vacancy. 

The Misses Ella-Ranslem, Clara Luther and 
Lena Kuhlman haye been employed as local 
operators in the Wahoo exchange. Miss Verua 
Clark sueceeds Mrs. Porter as night opera- 
tor. 

Mrs. Porter, night operator at Wahoo, re- 
signed her position on account of home du- 
ties. 

Miss Hulda Goos, assistant chief operator, 
at Pattsmouth, spent several weeks this month 
assisting in the Wahoo ofliice. 

Miss Blanche Ladner, former chief opera- 
tor at Wahoo, has been transferred to the 
David City exchange. She was succeeded at 
Wahoo by Lily Jobnson, formerly assistant 
chief operator at David City. 

The following toll operators at Wahoo have 
enrolled for the toll’ correspondence course: 
Verna Clark, Thelma Cunningham, Ella Rans- 
lem, Gladys Roberts and Minnie Oldenburg. 

G. B. Vincent has been employed in the 
wire chief department at York. 

Dave Culbertson, who has been helping out 
at McCool, has been transferred to the wire 
chief department at York. 

Loyd Whitney was recently employed in the 
plant department at the David City exchange. 

A. E. Johnson, troubleman at David City, 
recently resigned to take the position as wire 
chief in the Independent Office at Columbus, 
Nebraska. 


J. H. LaMunyon was recently employed in 
the plant department at David City. 

Harry L. Crouse, troubleman at Dayid City, 
resigned recently to take up a different line 
of work. 

J. V. Burton, troubleman at Bennet, has been 
transferred to the plant department at David 
City as troubleman, 

The telephone “bunch” at David City gave 
i surprise party for Mr. and Mrs. A. E. John- 
son, just before their departure for their new 
liome at Coumbus, Nebraska. The time was 
very enjoyably spent until a late hour when 
delicious refreshments were served. Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnson were presented with a large 
rocking chair with best wishes and geod 
luck in their new home. 

Miss Rose Larson, “B” operator, Lincoln, 
has resigned. 
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Miss Ruby Owen, Lincoln, is on all night 
work while Miss Celia Taylor is taking her 
vacation. 

Miss Ridley, Lincoln, bas been transferreti 
te the “B” room. 

Miss Eva Huddleston, an emplove severil 
years ago in the Lincoln office, is back work- 
ing in the **B” room. 

Miss Julia Swanson, line operator, Lincoln, 
lias moved to Denver. , 

Mrs. Vida Walter and Miss Lilian Wallick 
have been re-employed in the Lincoln omce. 

On Friday, August 1, about 11:00 a. m., tlie 
supply of gas was shut off in the city of Lin- 
coln and suburbs. In a very few moments 
the P. B. X. operator at the gas oflice wus 
swamped with inquiries. These continued 
until it was necessary for the switchmen to 
answer the calls. Several amusing remarks 
Were received from. the patrons. One man 
said: “I haven’t had any dinner today and | 
am hungry-as H . Can I go to Burrough’s 
and charge it to the Gas Co.?” <A Jady was 
very impatient and in reply to the operator 
said, “See here! Are we going to have gas 
for supper?’ The supply of gas was restored 
about 6:00 p. m. and all was peaceful again. 

Steve Buzzell, night switchman at the South 
Office, is on his vacation. 

Lovell Saunders is relieving Buzzell at the 
South Office. 

Chas. McKee, switchman in Lincoln office. 
is on his vacation. 

I. S. Nichols returned to the Lincoln switei:- 
room July 9 after several weeks work in Cnaid- 
ron, Nebraska. 

A number of cards have been received by 
Lineoln swithmen from C. H. Johnson, who :s 
traveling through the northwest. He Says. 
“The more I see of this* country the more | 
love Lincoln.” 

Attention was called to the former associz- 
tes of Gerhardt Wendt, who died February 
12, 1918. that his grave was in need of care. 
It was decided that a marker should be placed 
on the grave and that care should be giyen 
it. The expense of this is to be divided 
among his former fellow workmen. 

Charles Gritzner returned to the Lincoln 
switchroom July 20, after two weeks vaca- 
tion (?) in the harvest fields near Minden. 
Nebraska. The country air did him good. 

The installation of the LG6000 equipment in 
the main office at Lincoln has begun. Progress 


is a little slow as material is not coming in ° 


very rapidly. 

Mr. Strasser, Manager at University Place. 
has been laid up for about two weeks on 
account of having blood poisoning in his 
finger and a boil on his knee. 

Miss Catherine Eble, of fFairbury, spent 
Saturday and Sunday with friends in Beatrice. 

Miss Tessie Helleman has been employe: 
as “A” operator at Fairbury. 

Miss Ethel Palmer of Fairbury, returned 
from va month’s visit at Roanoke, Virginia. 

Misses Olive and Grace Slater, of Iairbury. 
Spent several Ways din Grand Island and 
Aurora. 

Miss Ruby Shelbine, of Fairbury, Jeft for a 
three weeks’ vacation in Colorado. 

Mrs. Brandt, assistant chief operator at 
Fairbury, has been transferred to Nebraski 
City and promoted to chief operator. 


Miss M. Johnson assisted in the commer- 
cial department at Nebraska City during Miss 
Blumel’s absence. 

A. Newman, wire chief at Nebraska City. 
is enjoying (7) company. Seven of ‘Job's 
Comforters!” 

Mrs. Edith Felhouser Dickerman, chief op- 
erator at Nebraska City, has resigned and 
will go soon to her new home in Tecumsell. 

Mrs. 8S. Brandt, formerly assistant chief 
operator at Fairbury, is the new chief opera- 
tor at Nebraska City. 

W. H. Turner, Commercial Manager at Ne- 
braska City, attended a celebration at Syra- 
cuse, July 81, playing in the band. 

Miss V. Abernathy, of Nebraska City, is 
helping in the Auburn exchange as toll opera- 
tor. 


PHONE DAYS 
(By Ella M, Wickerhaim) 

d Davey, Nebr. 
Vhone days, phone days, 

Dear old happy phone days, 
“Number” and “waiting’, and “are you 

through”, 

These are the things that we say to you, 
When you call your wife or a friend, 

Well! We'll listen to the very end. 
We know all your joys, 

We know all your woes, 
When we are the Telephone kids. 


[hone bunch, phone bunch, 
Dear old happy phone bunch, 
Jessie and Hazel, Bergetta and Nat, 
Ella and Frank and don’t forget, 
Walter, our boss, whom we all know, 
Who is always so jolly and loves us so, 
When we don’t do well we go to Kimball, 
When we are the Telephone bunch. 


TELEPHONE TERMS 


“Making a- Straignt Splice.’’ 
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CLUB ROOM CORNER 

The Club Room is not so eagerly patron- 
ized (except at noon time) on account of the 
extreme heat. We hope to have fans installed 
by next season in order to make it more 
comfortable, 

Many of the boys have returned from tle 
front since our last issue. We would like 
their photographs for the honor frame. Send 
them in, boys, to The News. 

The Smoker Subscription box is not kept 
very busy. Loosen up, boys, as we want to 
have a good smoker in the early fali te enter- 
tain our returned heroes, 

Miss Irene Baker, line supervisor, Lincoln. 
has resigned to teach school this fall. Miss 
Baker graduated this spring from the State 
University and worked in the office during the 
entire four years. 

Clara Christensen, line operator, Lincoln, his 
been away from the office on account of her 
health. 

Miss Agnes Hac, messenger girl in the oper- 
ating room, Lincoln, is taking her vacation. 

Miss Irene Heiser and Miss Anna Seymour, 
line supervisors, Lincoln, just returned from 
their vacations. Miss Seymour reports fine 
fishing in Kansas. 

Mrs. Lulu Hooker, ‘'B” operator, is on a fur- 
lough on account of her health. 

Mr. Geo. Atwood sent the Ashland operators 
ice cream in appreciation of good service ren- 
dered, 

Mrs. Ginly sent candy to the Ashland opera- 
tors fer the good service she received when 
her house was broken into. 

I. A. Bosworth is in Ashland looking over 
the farm lines. 

Raymond J. Neynart, trouble man at the 
Ashland exchange, narrowly eseaped death 
Tuesday afternoon when his hand came in 
contact with a live wire, causing him to fall 
from the pole on which he was working. The 
shock sent him down, but he managed to 
cateh himself on one of the crossbars below, 
where he held on until a ladder was brought. 
When halt way down the ladder he lost con- 
sciousness from ‘the shock and fell to the 
ground, the fall causing a dislocation of the 
left shoulder, and a fracture of the collar 
bone, Mr. Neyhart was stretching wire to 
put in a phone at the plant of the Ashland 
Ice and Cold Storage company. 

Miss Elsie Anderson, assistant chief opera- 
tor at Ashland, is taking a ten days’ yaca- 
tion. Miss Velma Graham is working relief. 

D. C. Trvais. wire chief at Ashland, was 10 
Weeping Water last Sunday. , 

Mrs. ¢. L. Hood, Manager at Ashiand, will 
leave Sunday, August 3, with her brother, 
R. EF. Mattison. Commercial Superintendent, 
in his automobile for Lakeland, Michigan, to 
spend three weeks with their father and sister, 

W.- P. Kimball. District Traffic Chief, drove 
to Ashland last Wednesday in his new Dod:e 
ear, taking with him R. B. Mattison, Commer 
cial Superintendent and Miss Scouller, Lincoln 
Chief Operator. 

Mrs. Woodward, chief operator at Elmwood, 
spent her vacation in the country and Panama. 
visiting friends, 

Miss Pearle Woodard, Eimwood, spent ten 
‘iaivs’ vacation in Panama, Lincoln, Council 
Ulutfs, lowa and Omaha. 


Miss B. McNabb, chief operator. who has 
been in charge at Fairbury for the past year. 
has been transferred back to Beatrice. 

Miss Myrte Wlitzing. supervisor at Fair- 
bury, has been promoted to chief operator. 


~ Mrs. Ruth Merarland, evening supervisor, has 


been promoted to assistant chief operator. 

Chas. L. Nutzman, of Fairbury, spent Tues- 
day and Wednesday of Jast Week in Hastings. 

A. RR. Sluss, of Fairbury, spent several days 
in Kansas City. 

Manager C. G. Bennett of Fairbury. is spend- 
ing his vacation in IWansas City and Peoria, 
Illinois, 

The Manager at Tobias has nothing on the 
Manager at DeWitt in regard to losing opera- 
tors by marriage, White having lost two in 
three months. The last to leave was his chief 
operator, who was married to Vrivate A. F. 
Burger, July 24. Mr. and Mrs. Burger left 
for Superior and other points in the western 
part of the state, by auto. They will make 
their future home at DeWitt, where Mr. Bur- 
ger is in the automobile business. Miss Lena 
Gerth was appointed chief operator. 

Miss Ithea Jewell, Elmwood, enjoyed a ten 
days’ vacation visiting relatives at Verdon, 
Nehraska. ; 

W. H. Caman, District Commercial Manager. 
Was a pleasant caller at the Elmwood exchanze 
recently. — 

Misses Myrtle and Pearl Darby, University 
place operators, have just retnrned from a two 
weeks’ vacation ‘at Plainview and Neligh, 
Nebraska. 

id Radinsky, University Place lineman. has 
resigned his position and has gone to Chad- 
ron, Nebraska, to work for the Nebraska & 
Wyoming Telephone Company. 

The Unversity Place operators held a sur- 
prise party in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Kirkwood, July 7, 1919. Mrs. Kirkwood was 
formerly Miss Edith Walrath, a University 
Place operator. A mock wedding was pet- 
formed and enjoyed by everyone. After the 
wedding the evening Was spent in playins 
games and a general good time. Ice cream 
and wafers were served. The young couple 
was presented with a set of silver spoons 
as a token of remembrance. 

Irene Groves, Imogene Shick and Jennie 
Parker have been employed as operators in 
the University Place exchange. 

Faye Harris has been employed as lineman 
at University Place. 

Dora and Maude Cromwell of University 
Flace are spending their vacation in Plain- 
view, Nebraska. 

A buneh of University Piace employes hel? 
a pienie at Epworth Park one day Jast month. 
The day was spent in eating, boating (7?) anil 
a general good time. The eats, of course. 
were the best, especially the pickles and sal- 
wion loaf. ‘Just ask Rufus.” 

The Traffic, Commercial and Plant Depart- 
ment of Hastings gave a picnic and, shower 
in honor of Miss Edith Sanamann, who ex- 
pects to be married in the near future, She 
received many useful gifts. It Was a very 
eujovable occasion. 

Miss Irene Haines, of Hastings, visited her 
aunt, Miss Sarah ITlorn, of York, assistant 
chief operator, a few days during July. 
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The Superior operators had a picnic recently 
at Deweese. They did not forget to pose for 
a News picture, during their frolic, either. 
AL TI GI ED EEE LIE LOI AE DILL O LE LIE ALD DIL E_LE LAE LOLOL IAP ETE LELAND LEE PTET 


Mrs. Helen Wallick, traveling chief opera- 
tor, visited the David City office recently. 
Mrs. Esther Hunter and Mildred Novacek 


have been employed in the David City office - 


recently. 

Miss Kathryn Knippel, operator at David 
City, is spending her vacation in Omaha this 
week. 

Misses Alice Orendorff, Myrtle Orendorff and 
Ella Conrad, operators at David City, spcut 
very enjoyable vacations this month. 

Miss Dot Rubenthaler, operator at David 
City, resigned her position recently. She will 
soon depart for her home in Gothenbdurz, 
Nebraska. 

Miss Elsie McClun has been employed as 
relief operator at the Adams exchange, 

The operators at Adams were presented with 
a year’s subscription to the Designer. 

Mr. Stapleton, banker at Adams, presented 
the Adams operators with ice cream in ap- 
preciation of good service. 

The employes of the Friend exchange 
started to Beaver Crossing one evening last 
month, on a picnic, but only got half way 
when they were caught in a rain storm. The 
manager was obliged to bring them in from 
the country after having told them “to go 
ahead, it wouldn’t rain.” They succeeded in 
getting there the next morning. 

To show his appreciation of .good service, 
Mr. R. eB. Woods, subscriber at Friend, il- 
ways treats the operators whenever he pays 
his telephone rent. 

Miss Tillie Larson, bookkeeper and Miss 
Haberman, chief operator at Friend, spent an 
evening in the country, last month, helping 
cook for threshers. 

Miss Clara Shunk, operator at Friend, was 
on her vacation theslatter part of July. Mrs. 
Frank Houstan, an ex-operator, is doing re- 
lief work. 

Manager Haberman, of Friend, spent one 
Sunday, last month, in Wahoo visiting 
friends (7). ; 

Miss Tillie Larson, bookkeeper at Friend, 
spent one day last month shopping in Lin- 
coln. j 

Miss Vida Wilson, of the Commercial Super- 
intendent’s office, Lincoln, has returned to 
work after spending a ten days’ vacation vis- 
iting relatives and friends in St. Joseph and 
Maryville, Mo. 


Misses Whited, Tourville and MNissel have 
lately enjoyed well-earned vacations. 

The operators at Wahoo are glad to have 
Gretchen Lindercamp with them again, and 
sympathize with her sincerely in the loss of 
her mother. 

The conduit for the underground cable at 


Wahoo is being laid by Mr. Stoker and his’ 


gang of Mexicans, 

A telephone gang under the supervision of 
Mr. Moss, is rebuilding the lines between 
Cedar Bluffs and Colon. 

Milton Barratt, of the Commercial Superin- 
tendent’s office, Lincoln, spent two weeks’ vaca- 
tion, during July, visiting various points in 
Colorado. He reports having had the time of 
his life. 

W. E. Bell, District Commercial Manager, 
is Spending a two weeks’ vacation in Colo- 
rado Springs. 

Clyde Tippin has again been employed in 
the plant department in the Superior ex- 
change. 

J. R. Marshall, a former employe in the 
plant department in the Superior exchange, 
made this oflice a pleasant call recently. James 
has just returned from France with the Avia- 
tion Corps. 

Miss Florence Gillispie, assistant chief opers- 
tor, at Superior, expects to be transferred to 
Osceola as chief operator. 

Ire Cochran, a former employe in the Su- 
perior exchange, has recently returned from 
France. Ire says he sure is glad to get back. 

Miss Frieda Selander resigned her position 
as bookkeeper in the Superior office, on ac- 
count of her health. We regret very much to 
lose Miss Selander and hope that her health 
will soon permit her to return to the L. T. & 
4 

A Iincoln subscriber recently complained 
that she was called for other parties and 
that she wanted it stopped. Further ques- 
tioning brought out the following: “Every- 
body in town calls my number whenever they 
want any of the neighbors that hasn't a tele- 
phone and I want the company to see that it 
is stopped.’ She is probably blaming the 
company yet for not stopping such calls. 

Miss Irene Duncan has resumed her duties 
in the Lincoln Commercial office, after spend- 
ing a ten days’ vacation visiting in Denver 
and Colorado Springs. While in Colorado 
Springs she visited Mrs. W. Thorgrimson, who 
is spending the summer there. 

Mrs. Helen Wallick, at Plattsmouth, spent 
a few days at David City and Wahoo doing 
some supervising. Mrs. Wallick has been 
with the Company ten years and has made 
a suecess in the telephone work. She has 
spent much of her time supervising in the 
Eastern District. AY 

Lieutenant Earle Edmunds, of David City, 
visited over Sunday, July 27, with Miss 
Lettie Foster, of Plattsmouth. Lieutenant 
Edmunds just arrived from Coblenz, (er - 
many, and has seen much active Service. 

On July 28, Miss Grace Paxton of the 
Plattsmouth exchange, was married to Mr. 
Hallie Perry. Mrs. Perry has been with the 
Telephone Company several years. The happy 
eouple will make their home in Plattsmouth 
where the groom has a position with the Bur- 
lington. 


a 


OFFICIALS OCF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
FRANK H+ WOOD Se ee SO ee Din a ae Les President 
S. H. BURNHAM.._......... AN se Ne OT ad 0 AD Ree at Vice-President 
CAS ABIES 22 ee eres RAM AL Tt NR ET pad eae Treasurer 
CSP. RUSS Hib ae esas ae ee ess Secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 
LE UR TZ ee! See ee STONES WES FERNS General Manager 
Wer lL wWEE MON: 20) er dle eo. ae ha LTS 2 ORL os Ne OOO Oe ee -Auditor 
COMMERCIAL 
Rov. MAT TISON Ca ee ae eee Commercial Superintendent 
W. THORGRIMSON....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
W. E. BEUDL.........2..... District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
W. H. CAMAN.............. District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
W. C. COOPER..._......... District Commercial Manager, Western District 
PLANT 
MoTiGA Sil. Sensi ine iris eer A ieee ee --Plant Superintendent 
DSCs by MM SBM ORCI OP Step is eee em Ue Spare mL yr ey eal Plant Engineer 
BE ABE cee) ees, District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
J: PU GST Yet Sere ee District Plant Chief, *vathern District 
H. W. WHEELER.........0002220000.L.. District Plant Chief, Western District 
TRAFFIC 
GEO .s1K> GANIN Sa eek ea Dae EE a Traffic Superintendent 
RA SPRBREW.S TRA ey teens eae ON 28 Eh tet ae Trafic Engineer 
WR; SREIMBAT Ae eee District Traffic Chief, Eastern District 
Revo. UPAR Sie a esene. oe District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
Rist HB) MUR BEY eece oe ere eee! District Traffic Chief, Western District 


ek ee ed 


The Lincolm Telephone News 


[ory Ts sTossed be ole-sh 6, pss. 01) badivaseenadl Minit i tustasl BC EISMOMMOOE CLL Debit SMe ee fersibo lo: bbe sSiit iit se -tiaerr sive M+ Oia SaLpRibeee etnseceotbe et bedb-etban ts pbenentrens ls 1b sees fr-0vGt soak si -S710) Sina tieibinnts sest i sees nas IE tassasoenvessast innseieeents si. ss swensrecteoertieebse cover sisoceit? aul sbrmiai lets tel seat vit 28 bit reali een titesstere ities some sem tiger ht] 


Vol. 5 September, 1919 No. 9 


Lrcams HDF: is Popes ase) {ible Yagsvis piber ibe sksnenee L006 40 Deasts M ebeig ovo] S ub] UL eeemievsetni Ll poaeelesesiag at71 Srakabaan ds ibenomunssansbrd Fanearvtnouse names ta basqdy ses~pevenne tyes thawen id leyeaebe vas [I1i trod | opent tos $11 babs MOU ENE teoted [teey, | Pemess]btitep somes) 


Issued monthly by the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company, and distrib- 
uted without charge among its employes for mutual help and improvement. Ed- 
tted by the employes. Address correspondence to Editor Lincoln Telephone 
News, Telephone Building, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


TELEPHONE PROPERTIES 
RETURNED 
After a year of Federal Control, the 
telephone system thru out the United 


Lincoln, Nebraska, 


PA YU EL SUI SSeS 


Ui tgLRaO nash MobebspanensteSSiLISOF peste Fads Seba aBhL iid] lotetBasub.svardstenteenavad bohet Woh buithal co0ty Lebusages Nevis. barn vel use Seah s-coasra.cunens SUus\_. pracy boysus snsee wt aheat ft stots seuasseba. ese uestyees sess eescab cash fe seonel Js} Wii] 10 3] stecesesfonse rls terstiseeehi inh fst] 


overpowering demand, and an upbuilding 
of a system whose growth was held back 
and whose forces were scattered by the 
vital needs of war. 


Mr. Manager! 


“Phoney Bill” says this is one 


war that even the work of providing tele- 
phone facilities for the Government was 
retarded and no part of them could be 
spared for commercial telephone pur- 
poses. 

Thousands of telephone men were al- 
ready at the battle front. Thousands more 
were under arms, and still telephone ex- 
perts and skilled operators went into 
the service of the Government and con- 
tributory industries by the tens of thous- 
ands. 

During the year came victory and the 
armistice; and instantly the business 
world sprang into intense activity. The 
demands for telephone service passed all 
former records. 

To replace the exhausted reserves 
which had been carried for just such pur- 
poses and to replace the skilled forces to 
meet this unprecedented emergency, 


private endeavor -who are working more 
tirelessly or strenuously for the common 
good than those of the telephone com- 
panies. Service has always been given. 
More of it must be given and it must be 
improved. That improvement in some 
cases will take months. Eventuallly ser- 
vice must win the race with demand. 


the Manager 
much time and 
grief. More Bank Slips 
mean less worry. Why 
worry? Get more Bank Slips. 
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“erie 8 0 Une Ceo hietey: Sy blame. Under such conditions telephone service 
A year ago today we were at war. generally has not been and could not be 
| Labor and materials needed for both tele- up to the pre-war standard. It is beyond 
phone operation and construction were human power to immediately overcome 
| turned to military uses. Some materials the handicap which the situation imposes. ~ 
It saves | were so vital to the carrying on of the There are no people in any public or 
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ENTHUSIASM 


Enthusiasm is the motor that gives 
force and direction to your lifework. The 
more powerful it is the faster and the 
farther you go. It gets its power from 
interest, and the more you cultivate your 
interest in your work, the more enthu- 
siasm you will possess and the greater 
your advance. 

There isn’t any secret about the pro- 
cess. We speak of a born enthusiast, 


but enthusiasts are no more born than are 
there began a rush for construction, for geniuses—each is a product of intelli- 


readjustment, for high pressure repairs, gence wedded to industry. Without en- 
for feverish extensions. All these must thusiasm your abilities lie dormant. It 


be continued with increasing effort. 
The return of the property comes in 
the very midst of this race between an 


is a common and truthful saying that 
mo person knows the ‘limits of their 
power for accomplishment until the pres- 
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sure has come upon them. This is be- 
cause every man possesses latent power 
that he does not use until either himself 
or his task draws upon the reserve. 

‘It is a good plan not to wait till your 
job forces you into growing enthusiastic. 
Stir up the quality within yourself and 
get the benefits of a power generated 
from within and not connected with an 
outside power house. Put your soul into 
your work and your work will put soul 
into you. It makes work easier, life 
pleasanter and gives you a power and 
influence among men that -is not only 
pleasant to wield but worth while to 
jossess. Some one has said that enthu- 
siasm is the diamond drill that enables 
a man to cut through another man’s 
mental opposition. Men can be persuaded 
usually by reason. If to reason enthu- 
slasm is added no power can stand 
against it. 


THE AGE OF NEW TOOLS 

Nothing is more certain than that as 
a result of the intensive training and 
discipline under which men were placed 
while in the army and navy service 
newer and better methods will prevail 
in industry and commerce. This is go- 
ing to be an age of new tools. The old 
tools will be thrown aside if they are in- 
capable of being reground. Which is 
only another way of saying that higher 
ideals and more efficient service will be 
demanded of men and women workers 
because industry is geared wp to faster 
methods of production. 

One of the disheartening things to 
employers is the fact that down at the 
bottom of the wage scale stand so many 
Who place no heart in their work and 
no spirit in their movements. Every 
up-to-date employer wants to pay higher 
wages because he knows that it means 
high-grade work, but long experience 
has taught them that those who want to 
be let alone, who don’t use their brains, 
who prefer to do things in the old way, 
who don't do what they have to dio as well 
as they can do it never will be able to 
earn more than they are getting, unless 
they can be jarred out of their mis- 
taken complacency, and that no added 
wage wuld be an incentive to do any- 
thine better. 

Industry isn’t going to fool along with 
these sorts of too!s in the future. Those 
who won’t learn to think and to study 


out new ways, who object to being told 
the right way or the better way, will be 
dropped out of the ranks because they 
can’t be used. The new age demands new 
tools and with so many soldier boys com- 
ing back who have learned obedience, 
discipline and imitiative the old tools 
will not be needed. 


TELEPHONY IN NEBRASKA 


The annual report of the state railway 
commission, just issued, shows that there 
is at the present time the sum of 30 mil- 
lion dollars invested in telephone plants 
in Nebraska. This includes only the 
stock companies and those mutuals which 
rent service. In addition to this there is 
a considerable sum invested in the purely 
mutual companies. These are not under 
covernment regulation at the present 
time, but if the government ever takes 
over the telephone systems these will 
have to be taken in also, if the business 
is to be completely unified in one set of 
hands. 

The two large companies, the Nebraska, 
with $11,558,000 invested, and the Lin- 
coln, with over 7 millions, furnish in ex- 
cess of 60 per cent of the capital and 65 
per cent of the service. The number of 
telephones in use on the exchanges of 
the 218 companies reporting is nearly 
230,000, or more than one to every five 
persons, indicating a high state of devel- 
opment. 

The investment is nearly two million 
more than for the year previous. The 
capital stock is placed at $17,471.000 and 
the book cost of construction at $22,000,- 
000. The difference between the latter 
figure and the $30,000,000 of book assets 
represent accumulation. The gross earn- 


ings during the year were over $5,780,000 © 


and the operating expenses $4,155,000. Of 
the net over $1,058.000 was paid in -divi- 
dends and $364,000 in interest. The num- 
ber of stockholders is now 17,887. 
Ninteen of the companies have in ex- 
cess of 1,000 telephones on their systems, 
the Nebraska leading with 87,000 and the 
Lincoln being second with 58,000. 


HOW GOULD HE? 


Lady—Can’t you find work? 

Tramp—Yessum; but everyone wants a ref- 
erence from my last employer. 

Lady—And can’t you get one? 

Tramp—No mum. Yer see, he’s been dead 
28 years. 


~ 
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New Common Battery Switchboar d Recently Installed at Fairbury Janded 
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CENTRAL IN FRANCE 


Stories that come back from France 
of the trials and tribulations of the brisk, 
alert young women sent over from tele- 
phone systems in America to serve the 
Yankee army headquarters and other 
departments show a remarkable contrast 
between the methods in which these girls 
have been trained. 

They say that the most trying time to 
them, taught in a school where speed, 
courtesy and patience have been most 
emphasized, is when they have to deal 
with the French operators. None were 
sent from the United States who were 
not able to speak French. One of these 
girls puts in a call over a French line. 


“J’ecoute,” she says, meaning, “I lis- 
ten.” Then after a quarter of an hour 
a conversation begins like this: ‘Good 
morning. How are you today? Are you 
tired? If you please I would like to 
get number so and so.” 


This has been done in a cooing, com- 
plimentary tone or she will get no reply 
at all. Finally Mademoiselle will re- 
ply, “Oh, yes,” in a tone that implies 
that the call is of no moment. 


After long waiting and much repeti- 
tion the connection is made, but a call 
put in at ten o’clock in the morning is 
lucky if it gets through by two in the 


‘ Way Ly 


afternoon. And 
if they ask for 
one place too of- 
ten the French 
central will get 
touchy about it 
and will say “You 
are unbearable. 
You get on my 
nerves.” 

The girls are 
all loud in praise 
of the work per- 
formed by the 
Young Women’s 
Christian associ- 
ation of America 
in looking after 
their comforts, 
and the feeling 
is appreciated. 
One of the sec- 
retaries in a city 
where many 
troops have been 


recently 
wrote: “We are so proud of our 
girls. They are so clever and so 


patient when things go wrong. All of 
you at home would be proud as we are. 
And it is really touching, the little bits 
of home that we make for them that 
means so much to them. If you could 
see how happy they are, after a trying 
day at the wires, in having a homelike 
place to come to you would wish you 
could do ten times over what you have 
already done for them.” 


“HELLO” 
With a clamp on her head like a cage for her - 
hair, 
She sits all day on a stiff little chair 
And answers the calls that come over the wire 
Irom people of patience and people of ire; 
And “‘Number” she queries of noble or churl— 
A wonderful voice has the telephone girl. 
She has to be pleasant, and hustling and keen, 
With a temper unruffled and ever serene 
There are forty-five things she must think 
of at once 
Or some rough 
dunce; 
Since it seems a general custom to hurl 
The bara of your grouch on the telephone 
girl. 
It's wearisome work on the nerves and the 
brain, 
Continual hurry, continual strain. 
And Central gets tired—as older folks do— 
And needs to be thoughtfully treated by you; 
So think of her doing her best ‘mid the 
whirl, 
And try to be white to the telephone girl. 
—Crofton Journal. 


subseriber will call her a 
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SAVED A MAN’S LIFE 

Like .a tale told in the movies is the 
story that comes from Seymour, British 
Columbia, where, at 2 o’clock in the morn- 
ing central received a call from Seymour 
3366. Not getting any answer to her 
first “Number, please,” she repeated it. 
While waiting for an answer she heard 
a stifled scream. Realizing that some- 
thing unusual was going on, she notified 
the night chief operator, who advised 
notifying the police. 

This was done after the location of the 
telephone had been determined. The 
police responded in time to save the life 
of a photographer, who had been over- 
come and bound by thugs. After rcbbing 
him they set fire to the place. The officers 
reached there in time to save him from 
death by suffocation. 

The operator received a very nicely- 
worded letter of thanks and congratula- 
tion from the chief of police, but the 
romance stops short of informing us 
whether the man whose life she saved 
was single, which would permit of the 
usual movie plot being rounded out. 


HOW TO BE LUCKY 


The average person has the idea that 
luck is something that strikes a chap 
out of the clear sky, something that leaps 
cut of the nowhere and tells him he is 
it. This conception of luck has had a 
lot to do with slowing up young men who 
have spent too much time waiting for 
something nice to happen to them, while 
other young men who knew better have 
gone out and pried open fortune’s door.. 

It is true that now and then somebody 
strikes an oil well on land its owner has 
long thought to be worthless. It is true 
that now and then a far-off uncle you 
have only vaguely heard of dies and 
leaves you a fortune. It is true that 
here and there are men who would not 
have risen to where they are if they had 
not happened to have been around when 
the lightning was looking for somebody 
to hit. 

But scan the list of the fortunate per- 
sons among your friends, acquaintances or 
within the scope of your knowledge and 
note how very few of them owe their 
present standing or place to some cir- 
cumstance or force outside themselves. 
They made themelves lucky by making 


a thorough conquest of their job; they — 


concentrated on it; didn’t drop it the min- 
ute the clock struck; they conserved their 
strength, by alternating healthful recre- 
ation with good, hard work; they saved 
their money. ' 

The basis of the prosperity of the 
state of Nebraska, said Governor Mc- 
Kelvie, in a speech the other day was the 
fact that the pioneers practiced habits of 
thrift, industry and economy. That’s 
exactly the way to force your luck. Get 
a good start along these lines, and you 
will find everything will turn out lucky 
for you. 


EVERY MAN HIS OWN SALESMAN 


Everywhere we go we are haunted 
by a shadow—the shadow of someone who 
is trying to sell something to us. At 
work, in the home or in the street, no 
matter where we turn, we cannot avoid 
seeing an invitation to spend or invest our 
money. If one advertisement does not 
“set” us, another may, and the strange 
part of it is that half the time we really 
do not want to buy. In the restaurant 
an attractive menu card induces us to 
plunge when we know we should not do 
so. Even the insurance man steps in and 
sells us insurance. 

Suppose, for a change, we turn the 
tables on these people, and sell something 
to ourselves! _ Why should we let them 
have all the fun and satisfaction, espec- 
ially when we can sell ourselves some- 
thing more valuable than most of these 
people can offer us—savings? 

If we can convince ourselves that these 
pennies, nickels, and dollars can afford 
us greater satisfaction and comfort than 
many of the things for which we lay out 
our money, all we need to do is to make 
a weekly visit to the bank. We shall out- 
sell the best salesmen of all, and, what is 
more, we shall pocket our own commis- 
sions. 


OVER THERE TO STAY 

The voyage was a bit rough, and going 
across on the transport Sam got about all he 
wanted of life on the ocean wave. On arriy- 
ing he was heard to remark: “It sho’ takes 
some nerve to cross dat Atlantic ocean. It it 
don’t freeze all over and a railroad ain’t built 
across to mah home in Georgia, I's a Euro- 
pean fo’ de rest of mah life.” 
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PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 

Theorists have so long pounded upon 
the alleged fact that if the public owned 
the telephone system of the country it 
could be able to give cheaper service be- 
cause the element of private profit would 
be eliminated and the government could 
borrow money cheaper than the individual 
that perhaps a larger number of persons 
lbelieve it. 

The next time anybody talks to you 
about public ownership being such an 
excellent thing, refer him to these facts, 
recently published by the postmaster gen- 
“ral of Australia, where the government 
owns the telephone and telegraph lines 
and operates the mail system. The post- 
office department earned a profit for 1916 
of $210,000 while the telegraph depart- 
ment lost $430,000 and the telephone de- 
partment lost $1,355,000. 


Iemployer—Haven’t you got anything e!se 
to do besides calling up girls on the ‘phone 
all day long? 

Employve—Well, you see, I was formerly a 
street car conductor. 

KEmployer—What has that got to do with 
it? 

Employee—I got into the habit of ringing up 
the fare. 


Percy C. Cunningham, Co. C., 306 Field Sig- 
nal Bn. 81st Div. who returned to work with 
the Plant Dept. after 11 mos. in France... Percy 
is the son of Dist. Forman Wm. Cunningham. 


A RAIN SERVICE 

Down in southern Texas one of the 
principal uses for which the telephone is 
employed is to phone for rain. This is a 
literal fact. That part of the state is’the 
truck garden district, where we get our 
early vegetables from. Irrigation is nec- 
essary to secure crops. Two methods are 
used, overhead and by trenches. The 
overhead consists of long rows of metal 
‘pipes perforated with small holes, sus- 
pended eight feet above the ground and 
so arranged that they turn in sockets and 
thus distribute their contents evenly over 
the garden spots. 

The water is furnished from little 
pumping plants stationed on the highest 
point of the surrounding land. When the 
farmer wants water turned on Pipe No. 1, 
which may serve the onions, or Pipe No. 
2, which may deal out moisture to the 
melons, he phones the man at the sta- 
tion and instructs him which pipe he 
wants the “rain” turned on. Im similar 
manner the telephone is used to notify 
him when to stop. 

In the big districts where the irriga- 
tion is from a reservoir, the telephone is 
used to ask for the turning on of water 
and when they have enough. The latter 
is determined in a peculiar manner. They 
take a round plug of earth out of the 
farm and weigh it. Then they bake it, 
and again weigh it. The difference in 
weight represents the amount of moisture 
it will hold. Then they know just when 
to phone to shut off the water. 

Another use of the telephone and water 
is in the frost season. Frost, as every- 
body doesn’t know, is congealed moisture 
deposited on plant leaves. The farmers 
watch their thermometers during the 
night, know what part of their gardens 
has been hit by frost, and then they phone 
for water to be turned into the ditches 
where the frost is and the water washes 
the frost off before it has bitten hard. 

Still another use of the telephone for 
crop preservation in that section is to 
keep in touch with the weather bureau to 
know when frosts are likely. These al- 
ways come on the heels of northers. When 
one of these reaches Dallas the weather 
bureau can tell the semi-tropic part when 
the cold wind will arrive and what the 
temperature will be. All the farmers 
need do is to ask, and when they find out 
they can take precautions. 


OOAIDahownwH 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 1, 
1919, and August 31, 1919; also gain and loss since January ist, 1919. 


Jan. Aug. Gain Loss 
1,719 31,719 
inecoln ge. se. 18775 14274 499 
Hastings .......... Sl OPS TOT a ome 
Beatrice .......... 2600 25538 ...... A 
WiOrk Gy. eee 1856 1864 8 
Nebraska City 1630 1694 64 .. 
Fairbury .......... 1660 1621 ... 39 
Auburn ............ 1gkstff  ALIB TU: | oP 
Uni. Place........ 1009 1024 15 .... 
Plattsmouth 1029 986 Is), ash 
Wahoo .............- 897 934 37 
Seward ...........- 926 929 3 
David City...... 918 926 8 
Tecumseh ........ $31 844 13 
Superior .......... Tots} «tek ) BB 
Ashland .......... SOAR OZeeee wll 
Stromsburg .... 658 658 BA 2 
Sutton .............. G65 RmNOD CEES 
riend) 22. 6430 63S 
Osceola ............ Gyre BY AN) 
Harvard .......... 618 622 OF) 
Geneva ............ 578 585 TPA dk 
Hebron ............ 579 575 pial A 
Wilber _............ 551 553 Ph Se 
Wymore .......... 562°" 548°) 9 14 
RolKegut sales 2 S10 45249 14: ; 
Sterling _........ 486 486 .... 
College View.... 430 467 28 _. 
Weep. Water. 477 460 ... 17 
Humboldt ........ 446 447 cere 
Dorchester _..... ANNE) AIG Oy 
1D feta oe AS Ze ee 
Havelock _...... AV PDEV SLOP Cay 
Syracuse _......... SOD I V4.0 uel One 
Clay Centev...... 397 405 Sir pe a 
Beaver Cross... 390 401 ilile yy ype 
Gresham .......... 378 379 1b ae 
Indesit Oy 377 376 ey 1 
Milford ............ ats) oath €APAD Fy) 
Fairmont ........ 359 364 yy 
DeWitt ............ 355 3868 £18 
Snel biva ese SOOM AE SOG tye nee 
Fairfield —......... only aye Pee! asl 
Elmwood ........ 356 859 Sie 
Dunbar ............ 555 356 Ae i oe 
Bennett ............ 333 339 Brit 
Wook: i= seers 320 386327 Fy WA 
Cedar Bluffs.... 33 SAD WT, 
Bradshaw ........ ty Bae ea P| 
Waco. “fe 4k yd. ENEIDAR eee it 
Witiea’ Wee SOM MOS Oats OT 
Adams. ............. 318 309 ... 4 
McCool ..........-- 300 °295 _.. 5 
Crab Orchard.. 280 291 Tel hus 
Johnson ........-- 267 274 (One 
Plymouth ........ Z( Zee 2G9N oe Laks 
Ceresco ...........- 256 260 Aly xp 
Talmage .......... 264 256 .... 8 
Benedict .......... 258 250 aT His: 


Jan. Aug. Gain Loss 
1,719 31,719 
59 Louisville ........ 256 238 18 
60 Tobias .............. 261 242 19 
61 Glenvil ............ 241 239°) EERE? 
62 Brainard .......... 235 236 1 
63 Red Cloud........ paras) | AY: 9 
64 Mead 222202722. 231 232 14 ee 
Gomyalcanwe eee 226 228 2 
66 Steinauer ........ 231 224 Be ap 
67 Waverly .......... 219-224 PAY S23 
68 Greenwood ...... 210 216 Gri 
CORON ge eeeeee eee 209 214 5 ee 
70 Murray ........---. 20975 »206) ) ees 
71 Raymond ........ ues!) I a 
(Ze Waveye = 194 198 44 ees 
73 Bellwood .......... 198 196 aN 2 
74 Milligan .......... 198 194 ... 4 
75 Tamora ...........- 206 192 Va iol4, 
TOmBrOCK eee 190 191 Lis ae 
ii Panama 2). 191 188 petty \iss 
78 Belvidere ........ 159 182 PASS ian 
79 Cordova .......-...--- 184 179 is. 5 
80 Nehawka ........ 172 176 Ay sh 
SPB Urns ee 177 174 fee. 3 
82 Saronville ........ 176 173 wey 5 
83 Hampton .......- NGS 1660 tee 
84 Carleton .......... 162 166 Ain eu 
85 Juinata .......... Aen 1641) Seems) 
86 Hansen ...........- 161 162 1 
87 Garland ................ 151 152 1 
88 Colon .............--. 141 144 3 
89 Grafton ...........- 140 142 2 Pe 
90 Elk Creek........ 138 140 2) es 
Giminayerye 2: 139 =133 We ele. 
92 Ithaca .............. 139 139 AP We 
93 Prosser ...........- 132 137 rl ce, 
94 Denton ............ 136 134 wll 2 
95 Nemaha .......... 132 132 Bs ine WAL Sn 
96 Octavia ..........-. 117 £129 D2 gP te 
SM) WB avira Kos) fe 116 122 6+... 
98 Malcolm ........-- 122 120 2 
99 Shickley ....-..... 126 120 6 
100 Garrison .......... 119 114 SRS 
101 Dwight ........--.. 91 WAN aI he 
102 Fillev .............. 105 105 hy Aje 
103 Douglas ............ 95 108 8, Wb 
104 Pickrell ............ 97 100 Si ues 
105 Otoe wee es 96 OOF, + 30 eS 
106 Lushton .......... 106 94 es) ae 
107 Pauline ............ 87 76 bs Fal! 
108 Brownville ...... 80 75 Aa 5 
109 Clatonia .......-.- 7 64 re. 3 
110 Pleasant Dale. 54 55 Le 
111 Strang ............ 3 30)) aah en NS 
ovals es wee 591381 59765 1080 446 
Net Gain since January Ist, 19............ 634 
OMY DPM OSES 156 


Loss for August, 1919 
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CLEANNESS OF LANGUAGE 


Modern business is insistent that those 
who represent a firm or a corporation 
in its dealings with the public must not 
only be clean of body but must also be 
clean of language. The impression the 
public gets of a company is a composite 
of the impressions made upon it by the 
employes with whom it comes in contact. 
The noisy, profane, loud-talking man is 
quickly shelved, just as manufacturers 
have dispensed with the services of the 
traveling men who depended for their 
success in selling goods by the salacity 
of their language and their capacity for 
carrying liquor on the inside. 

It has been well said that an oath or a 
questionable adjective adds no weight to 


the statement of a fact or an opinion. 
Nobody wants to be caught in the comp- 
any of nor does he seek the friendship of 
the man who interlards his conversation 
with profanity. Nobody was ever se- 
lected for preferment because of his abil- 
ity to swear. Be clean all the way 
through. 


THE WRONG NUMBER, BUT 

He had got the wrong number on the tele- 
phone. Only this time he had it made es- 
pecially pleasant. 

“T’m sorry I gave you the 
said a sweet voice’over the wire. 

“It doesn’t matter a bit,’’ he replied, not 
to be outdone in courtesy. “I’m sure the num- 
ber you gave me was much better than the 
one I asked for; but it just happened that I 
wasn't able to use it”. 


wrong line,” 


Local Manager’s and Wirechief’s Office at Auburn. 
G. E. Codington, Manager, and Miss Sorensen, Cashier. 


Wire Chief 


Admire, who has recently been replaced by L. N. Corrington, 


Fairmont operators enjoy themselves at Old 
Settler’s Picnie on Aug. 26. 


BLIND OPERATORS 


Telephone operators will be interested 
in the announcement that an Italian in- 
ventor has just completed a switchboard 
that can be operated with ease by a 
blind man or woman, thus opening a 
new avenue of employment to persons 
sadly handicapped in self-support. 

Instead of the usual device that oper- 
ates a flash light and thus challenges 
the attention of the operator, the board 
is so constructed that when a call comes 
into the board a button is pushed out. 
In front of the operator is a row of in- 
dicator buttons, numbering as many as 
there are parallel rows of buttons. By 
keeping the hands on these indicator 
buttons or touching them it is quickly 
ascertained on what row the call has 
come in, and by running the hand over 
this row the proper button is found. 
To prevent the hand from slipping a 
grooved channel is provided. 

After having found the protruding 
button indicating the called line the trunk 
connection is made. Only one pin is 
used in the process. It has been found 
by experiment that blind persons, by 
reason of their unusual development 
of the sense of touch, are able to operate 
these boards in an incredibly short time 
without mere than the usual error. 

The same inventor is working on a 
plan whereby. by the use of what he 
calls a transformer, he transforms op- 
tical sensations into hearing or feeling 
sensations, thus enabling the blind to 
vead ordinary print. At the present 
time the only way the blind can read 
is by passing the finger tips over special- 
ly prepared) paper, combinations of pin 
points being used to designate each 
letter. 
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PEERING INTO FUTURE 


Economists say that commodity prices 


sink very slowly after great wars, and 
that it is the history of prices that it 
requires a decade or two before the old 
level is reached. Other economists, while 
agreeing that the dropping of prices is 
slow compared to their advance, assert 
that there never will be as low price 
levels as in the past. This, they say, is 
particularly true of foodstuffs, which con- 
stitute about a third of the average fam- 
ily’s expense for necessaries of life. 

Labor will not consent willingly to any 
reduction in wages, and it will strenuously 
oppose it if there is not at the same time 
a corresponding reduction in the cost of 
the things they must buy. The money 
paid to a man or woman as wages or 
salary has only a relative value. Money 
is worth nothing until it is exchanged 
for something else. This is true whether 
you buy a war savings stamp or liberty 
bond with it or whether you spend it for 
clothes. or food. Its exchange value, 
therefore, fixes its value. 

Thus, if you can buy all the necessaries 
of life with what you get a week or a 
month and have nothing left out of a 
twenty dollar a week salary you are no 
worse or better off than if fifteen dollars 
bought the same quality and quantity of 
goods. A ‘person with a fixed wage actu- 
ally suffers a reduction when prices in- 
crease because it buys less, just the same 
as fewer dollars would buy less if the 
prices remained the same. j 

The meaning of all this is that as long 
as prices remain relatively high, there 
ean be no reduction in the price of the 
services that public utilities render nor 
in the wages they pay. Commodity pri- 
ces will drop first because with industries 
turned back from war activities to mak- 
ing the things that the peonle use, supply 
will get ahead of demand. Wages are 


likely to follow since the labor cost of = 


}roduction is a material part of the total 
cost. But if commodities never reach the 
isld levels, neither will wages. 


——- 


A LINEMAN FROM THE SKY 

Little Mabel (aged four, to mother)—‘‘Tn 
de sky, do dey wear blue overalls and spurs 
on dey feet?” 

Mother—‘No, my dear: they wear wings. 
What gave you such an idea?’’ 

Mabel—‘Well, when I looked out of de win- 
dow dis morning I saw one of dem cominz 
down a pole’’, 


ne 


re 


(: 


i 
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A HIGH OLD TIME 

Lieut. George Burress of the aviation 
corps and Miss Emily Schaeffer were 
married in New York the other day, the 
bride and groom being at the time seated 
in one airplane and the minister in an- 
cther . The wireless radio telephone was 
the instrument used for communicating 
between the couples and the knot tied. 

The ceremony was performed in the 
hearing of several thousand persons in a 
grand stand, abovd which the planes 
soared 2,000 feet. By means of mega- 
phones attached to one of the radio 
receivers and pointed towards the crowd 
from various places, every syllable of 
the conversation was audible, the bride’s 
“T will,” being the clearest. (The girls 


‘take no chances on being misunderstood 


nowadays.) 

By reason of their experience in the 
handling of telephones, central office giris 
would find no difficulties attached to such 
a wedding, after the one of getting the 
fellow had been surmounted. 


L. N. Corington, Jr., son of Auburn’s popu- 
lar Wire Chief. 


A STORY AS TOLD BY A PLUG . 

I am only a poor little Plug on what 
they call a Common Battery Switchboard. 
There are thirty of us in my position and 


we work together in pairs. We enjoy our 
work very much when we are treated 
right. Some of the girls who handle us 
are mighty nice and very gentle, while 
some of the girls, or operators as they 
are called, abuse us dreadfully. It was 
only this morning that our operator 
jerked me out of one of the local answer- 
ing jacks and pulled my “jacket” com- 
pletely off and fractured the cord in my 
back. This, of course, crippled me for a 
few hours until the troubleman could re- 
place my jacket and bandage the cord in 
my back. I heard the supervisor ask the 
operator why she treated me in that way 
and the operator replied that I did not 
tell the supervisor light, who works 
with me, to burn. The supervisor then 
picked me up very gently and looked me 
over. I heard her comment that she 
didn’t blame me for not working and 
that she didn’t think she would work 
either if her “sleeve” and “ring” were as 
dirty as mine. She then put a little black 
cap on me and told me that I would be all 
right in the morning. That night a 
troubleman came along and fixed me all 
up nice. He gave me a new red “jacket”, 
cleaned my “ring” and “sleeve” and 
tested me out in every way. The next 
morning another operator was assigned 
to my board and of all the trouble we 
had that morning! Well it just wouldn't 
sound well, and besides the operator who 
operated my board might read this story. 
I remember very well of trying at least 
a dozen times to get her back on the line 
to talk to my subscriber; I would flash 
and flash the supervisory lamp, but could 
not get her to answer the subscriber 
whose jack I was plugged into. In a 
number of cases she would finally come 
in on the line, tell the subscriber to “wait 
a minute” and then go away and forget 
them. I knew this time that it was her 
fault because I could see my little super- 
visory lamp flash. I remember that a 
number of the subscribers that morning 
hung up their receivers in disgust. I 
have often thought that if we could have 
a “get together” meeting of all the plugs, 
some of these difficulties could be over- 
come. 
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FEAR OF OBSOLESCENCE 


One of the bugbears of the telephone 
industry is obsolescence, the putting out 
of date of a plant before it has been used 
the limit of its natural life. This is a 
fear that is not entirely held within the 
breast of the managers, but is one of the 
factors that makes it difficult to secure 
increased investments from the public. 


The newspapers and magazines have 
been emphasizing the new discoveries in 
connection with telephonic conversation 
brought out by the exigencies of war and 
the fact that some means had to be de- 
vised for the preservation of communi- 
cation between outposts or aerial obser- 
vers and the military units, particularly 
the artillery. These were always in 
danger where wires were depended upon 
because of their liability to hits and 
damage from the artillery of the enemy. 


The wireless telephone was one of the 
big finds of the war, a war that is dis- 
tinguished from all others by reason of 
the important role played by the tele- 
phone in directing troop movements and 
artillery fire. The public and the tele- 
phone men have been wondering what 
effect this would have upon existing 
methods. If wireless ever becomes really 


TELEPHONE TERMS | 


‘“‘A Capacity Test.’ 


effective for commercial uses all wires 
and poles and possibly central office 
equipment will be junk. Its possibilities 
are yet to be realized, however. 

The most distinctive trend of the in- 
dustry at the present time is away from 
the straight unfeatured manually-opera- 
ted switchboard that has been the stand- 
ard for a dozen years, and towards the 
adoption of features of automatic and 
semi-automatic operation. The list of 
telephone patents periodically printed 
shows that inventors have been devoting 
much time to developing these phases of 
the industry. Most of the descriptions 
are too technical for reproduction, but 
they clearly show what the telephone 
engineers are thinking about most. 

The manufacturers, however, have kept 
pace with all of these developments, and 
a wide variety, as is necessary because 
of local operating conditions, is available 
to the buyers. . 


The following girls helped out during Fair: 
Mrs. Maude Kellogg, Mabel Pritchett, Grace 
Gregg, wrace Smith, Alma Pecous, Mrs. Edna 
Safford, Helen ‘vhompson, Miss Haylik and 
Miss Walsworth. 

Don Mattison and Carrol Black were mes- 
sengers at the Fair Grounds this year. 

Miss Verda Taylor, service observer, was day 
booth attendant at the Fair Grounds and 
Carrie Rasmussen and Stella McCarthy even- 
ing attendants. 

Miss Iva Riesland, line supervisor, Lincoln, 
spent a very enjoyable vacation in South Da- 


kota. 


CLUB ROOM CORNER 

Several new pictures have been added to the 
honor frame. 

The Company service flag has found a per- 
manent resting place on the walls of the Club 
Room. The boys are proud of this flag. 

Six new cues have been added to the pool 
equipment. They were much needed, 

We should give a smoker to the returned 
soldiers in the near future. It will require 
at least fifteen dollars more than we have in 
the smoker’ fund. Come across, boys, liberally 
and speedily and let us give the erstwhile 
soldiers an enjoyable evening. The coin box 
awaits your donation. 


D. V. Cary left during the month for New 
York City, where he will take up new duties 
with the A. T. & T. Co. 

F. M. Smith, switchman, has resigned and 
will leave Lincoln sometime during the month 
of September for Los Angeles, California. 

The employes of the switehroom gave & 
farewell party in honor of Mr. Cary and Mr. 
Smith, at the home of I. O. Lansing. 

F. S. Nichols, switchman, was manager of 
the College View exchange during the absence 
of Mr. Lamphere , who was on his vacation. 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, AUGUST 31, 1919 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


Number 

Phones 
Central MDistrict................. 18250 
Northern District.............. 12728 
Southern District................ 18269 
Western District.:.............. 12544 
TNotalshe eee 61791 


Av’g 
Per 
Tel. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


Bennett 2.2. ee es 376 
CeresGo te ENS 260 
College View..................--.... 467 
Dav eyes Sen ee Tae ae 198 
Denton ese es AS SS 132 
Greenwood ooo... eceeeee eee 216 
Havelocly V22s..5 Panis nes 420 
TiN COL wee ee ee 14274 
Wiklkeaybiny Wes ey 120 
ANAM By see te a ee ee Pe 18S 
Pleasant Dale ...00....0.000... 153 
lagehyieneraily yobs 199 
ni Selaceii 2.2 Ae 1024 © 
Waverly tS 2 VOR eye LAs 221 


SI DIStrI Cte ae 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Beaver Crossing.................. 401 
IBeELIWVOO Cte ene nee ee 196 
Benedict se VA ee 250 
Bradshaw (Shur 314 
Breinardi ye eee 236 
IBRONOW) fe. thee ee ee 122 
Cedar’ Blufis swe 325 
OLOTIN, 2 Ne 8 ee SOE 144 

GOorndovars wae eee Se 204 
IDE RAKGL” (Oates w 926 
Dwisht aa Ey Pees TIO 
Garland) 25 ae Sevatey. ey 180 
Garrison Sok Vy AL 114 
sresham . A tL MUSTO 
InilGiracy ooo, ys eee Ley 172 
GHA Gawaee ye) Te ee 139 
Tams hitonwe ih! eee Loe 94 
McCool 295 
Pend) Pista eA Ade Ng) 232 

MTT OT ig ete See ek. 506 
GUA VAS eee ae ee Ee 129 

Oxgceolam eee ety Al 656 
ORD nee Soha AE sat A 524 

Seward 1019 
Shiels Boe UNA 366 
Stromsburgy) Ue 696 
Mam Ora sees Ee ee he 192 
Th ayer ek eh Pa 139 
LOA RE ET a TN 330 
Na COMP ee ee a 312 
NuVnatryay, Resale SO a 934 
DOD ME <2. ae oes la, YY Nae 1864 
NU UCILESW ee een od Ge AEE gy 228 
District........0-....02....... 12728 


Same ° 
Mo.last 


oad 
Ol-1 


top 


BENSSARLVE LSS 


OO bb he ho 


t 
= 
Oooo 


Av’g Same 
Number Per Mo.last 
Phones Tel. Qr. 


M190 01 


Adam's hls eee ee 325 ms i0) YA | 
Ashland Wye wee ee 792 1.32 74 
AUDUDT Wee eee 1130 .93 69 
Beatrice) se ee 2587 26 19 
Brock Seo A ere tee tee OG 2.96 2.57 
lagetonyamyabdls pe 7d 1.05 62 
Burr pera ee ee as 174 .64 60 
Qlatonin wise sewer ees 127 1.69 1.31 
Cook ih) Freee 1 327 .30 21 
Crab Orchard .0--4.....00... 291 1.01 79 
Dewitt eee ee ek 3 .29 lye 
Donglaspe wie Sees 196 24 .o0 
Dundareeet eye a 306 1.18 2 
Hik¥ Greeks) yee oes 140 1.11 43 
EN WOO! teks Oe eM ht 359 49 40 
MairDury) | seen Po ok 1663 ol 36 
WiLS YI eee ee BTR. 132 2.30 2.42 
Pump od teen eee D382 71 61 
TOUNSON Geese eee 289 1.28 LV 
MOUS Ville eee ee eee 284 1.56 1.05 
MUrnr a yay te Se Ae 206 0.00 2.7. 
Nebraska City-.........-20....... 1697 86 2.7 
Neha wka yee eee AeA 205 .66 6 
Némaiha yt: 8) Me eee PN 132 2.46 1.6 
OORT fae Pee eat 100+ ~=3=6 56 a) 
Pickrell) e422 oe See 121 17 1.11 
‘PlattsSmouth © 120 22s 986 1.06 1.02 
IellpeaQayehine 3 269 Al 23 
Steinauery i Awl iy 224 2.51 1.62 
my LOLI 2 is ae Tae ae 486 48 19 
SVLACURC) Na era sano bere yun o73 1.57 89 
Talmage Bee eee A I 256 ol 42 
Mecumsene se ee 844 1.26 66 
ToDin sahte Bee he EU! es 249 AS 61 
Weeping Water ................ 484 83 4 
Will b Cy Ee ale OM Oe 553 52 34 
Vy more ieee a ene nny me 548 20 ‘35 
DiStriction sss see 18269 85 09 
WESTERN DISTRICT 
Belvidere, Vase Mahs ie \ 182 1.12 1.60 
Carleton i0284)). (ae we) os 194 86 1.61 
Clay, "Genter 2S tee 405 1.31 1.30 
Dorchester 2.00.00... 430 10 .69 
1S eg ce EN oe Se doe 460 83 S1 
PETEterY TA ee 406 .62 1.66 
Maire] d Mees. On A 400 1.10 68 
Pairmont AA ae ee asthe Ma td 364 46 AT 
Ie Fiend Wee See Ae Gard 638 1.08 79 
OU GVG eet. pean ee eee S09 1.57 91 
Glen vill) Ae ee 239 2.01 99 
Grafton) a fy eee 204 1.54 1.56 
Hansen ... 164 1.96 1.37 
Harvard 28 Sy Wier G05 10 04 
Hastings eve 2 eee 3197 48 
Jikslapahel (Oo ey! 576 So 1.33 
Juniata, yo). eer saw 164 33) 83 
Millizan (lee Sees 197 98 1.25 
OnE RE ee. 2ee. Ae 244 91 Ay (3) 
Paviline (yx. eee ar 76 1.15 : 
Prosser) £40108 Na 187 48 .95 
Red ty Glo Gai eee 238 ATril -74 
SATON Vile eke 173 19 .03 
SI CKIG ye eek ene 399 4.72 3.92 
Strang ee A ee 81 4.40 2.20 
SUpPeriors te meee 893 8 81 
SUttCON SHA 4 4 ee PRR 652 1.79 1.77 
District...2Akwe nn 12544. 90 86 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, AUGUST, 1919 


Good. 
% Ip Jo Jo Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calis 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
30 Lincoln.................. Miss A. Scouller.............. 20.3 16.9 27.9 20.0 24615 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
9 AtShilandsseee Mrs. C. Hood................... 92 141 154 106 £1847 
3 David City............ Miss A. Sievers............. 10.5 141 14.5 12.7 2000 
11 Dorchestev...........! Mrs. M. Ferguson............ 9.5 6.7 0.0: 9.3 759 
26 Biiendie aes Miss A. Haberman........ 15.5 19.0 14.7 15.6 950 
4 Louisville.............. Miss M. Twiss................ 7.77 10.8 145 10:2 1017 
6 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 8.0 10.0 16.0 8.0 2121 
5 Seward..............---- Miss N. Gumbel.............. 11.0 5.0 11.0 11.0 2765 
3 Wahoo 22s Miss Lilly Johnson......... 18.5 11.2 133 18.3 2075 
17 W. Water.............. Miss M. McNamee........ 11.6 121 °-10.8 11.3 1027 
Total or Averages. _.0.... 2... ecccceccceeee 10.9 109 18.3 11.8 14561 
WESTERN DISTRICT. R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
8 Bid carseat eee Mrs. M. Beal.................... 8.9 6.3 12.0 9.6 924 
B} Hxeter se ees Mrs. R. Alley.................. 5.8 3.7 0.0 5.5 1056 
19 Fairmont...........-... Miss E. Prescott............ 12.0 6.4 146 12.5 922 
16 Geneva......------.----- Miss G. Aldrup................ 11.4 101 15.5 12.5 2312 
10 Harvard...............- Miss BE. Hein.................... 9.2 8:3) 18:0) 12:8 734 
18 Eastin 2S eee Miss H. Richeson............ 12.5 141 24.2 13.8 11209 
AS Ee DLON eee Miss M. McKenzie.......... 11.6 11.8 17.6 14.1 1156 
29 Osceola.............---.. Miss G. Dreibelbis.......... WH) 9 PALE = DAES ale y/ 869 
7 Red Cloud............ Miss L. Barrett.............. SM. Te alee lisse 748 
20 Stromsburg.........- Miss F.. Roberts............. 12.8 15.3 154 14.1 694 
27 Superior................ Mics M. Atwater............ 15.6 18.6 244 17.4 3193 
14 SHU AO) Os Miss M. McDonald.......... 10.6 3.3 5.8 9.4 942 
21 ion ks: 5 hye Miss J. Michener............ 12.9 12:9 17.7 14:3 38030 
MotalvoreAverare se ae eee 12:3 12.5 15:8 1382 27789 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
2 Auburn: Miss C. Wolfe ..............-- 5.0 5.3 6.5 5.5 2362 
22 Beatrice................. Miss A. Potts.................. 13.0 12.0 12.0 13.0 6857 
28 DeWitt.................. Miss L. Gehrt................... -16.0 13.1 14.3 14.5 621 
24 Fairbury..............Miss M. Klitzing............. 14.7 12.4 17.7 15.1 3052 
12  Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan............... a 99 74 00 92 1162 
3 Nebr. City............. Miss S. Brandt................ 13.9 138.2 192 14.38 3416 
12A Syracuse............... Miss E. Seelhoff............. 99 104 159 21.0 1091 
1 Tecumseh.............. Miss FE. Smith.................. 45 115 179 11.1 1167 
5 Wymore.........-.--.-- Miss L. Hollett................ (Maller) IHS) 9 aly ey45) 
25 Wrilllbe rasan senses Miss M. Mashek......._..... 15.1 125 164 186 1044 
Total or AVerage...o...-...--.cccccccccccscseeececcceeese 11.6 10.8 18.0 12.7. 21597 
Total or Average for July... 12.5 12.0 15.0 12.6 87349 
Total or Average for August.......... 13.7 12.7 17.5 14.4 88562 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Goddard, from Ilumboldt, visited the 
Auburn office recently. 

Miss O'Donnell, former chief operator at 
Auburn, is on a six weeks’ furlough. Miss 
Cleo Wolfe is filling the vacancy. 

Mrs. Sorenson, bookkeeper at Auburn, is 
enjoying a ten days’ vacation. Miss I}lummell 
of Nebraska City, is taking care of the work 
during her absence. 


Miss Gretchen Lindercamp, operator at 
Wahoo, spent a Sunday with friends in Oma- 
ha recently. 

“Little Mae’, switchboard girl at Wahoo, 
was absent from work several days last month 
on account of the ‘mumps.’ Mamie says they 
are no joke. 

Miss Marie Bonow of Ithaca, has been em- 
ployed as local operator at Wahoo. 
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A. T. Gille, manager at David City, was re- 

cently transferred to University Place as 
manager. 
-Mrs. A. E. Peschek has been employed in 
the commercial and plant departments at 
David City. We are glad to have Mrs. Pes- 
chek back again. 

Miss Kathryn Knipple, operator at David 
City, was transferred to the Plattsmouth office, 
September 2. 

Miss Blanche Ladner, assistant chief oper- 
ator at David City, spent a few days. with 
home folks at DeWitt, the last week. 

Miss Ethel Opper, of Seward, has been em- 
ployed in the David City office recently. 

Mr. Riley, of Kansas City, presented the 
operators at David City with a large box of 
eandy recently in appreciation of good toll 
Service rendered him during his stay here. 

Miss Agnes Litjen, operator at David City 
is spending a very enjoyable vacation in Lin- 
coln this week. 

Mrs. Mabel Neal, night operator at David 
City, spent a very enjoyable vacation recent- 
ly. 
Miss Gilla Yost, of Nebraska City, resigned 
August 16, to attend school. 

Miss Julia Coffey. of Nebraska City, will 
attend St. Mary’s Academy, but will work as 
relief operator evenings, Saturdays and Sun- 
days. 

Miss Ruth McGuire, of Nebraska City, will 
also attend school but will work as relief 
operator when needed. 

A. Newman, Nebraska City’s popular wire 
chief, is enjoying a much needed vacation. 

Miss Sophia Sievers of the Plattsmouth ex- 
change, spent ten days visiting her sister in 
‘argo, South Dakota. 

Miss Emma Flessner, ‘“‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, has been off duty several weeks on ac- 
count of sickness. 


Miss Irene Squires, operator at Ashland, has 
returned from her vacation. 


R. E. Mattison, Commercial Superintendent, 
Geo. K. Gann, Traffic Superintendent, R &. 
srewster, Traffic Engineer, and W. P. Kim- 
ball, District Traffic Chief, were in Ashland 
looking over locations for the new exchange 
which will be installed some time this fall. 


Central Office Residence Shelby Exchange. 


a ———— 


C. H. Johnson, switchman, has returned to 
wrark after six weeks’ leave of absenen Fra 
is feeling some better after the long “lay 
off.”’ 

A. O. Andrews, switchman, helped with the 
installation of the board at the Fair Grounds 
and was night operator during Fair Week. 

The material needed to complete the in- 
stallation of the L6000 boards has arrived and 
Chas. Brown and “gang” are doing the 
“double quick” to rush these boards in sery- 
ice, 

“Auntie Heck”, former observation operator 
of the switchroom, was a visitor during the 
month. 

C. H. Brown, switchman, spent his vacttion 
at Crete. 

L. Saunders, switchman, spent his vacation 
at Petersen and Ft. Dodge, Iowa. 


A switchman in the automatic exchange at 
Lincoln had the following experience with a 
subscriber recently. This subscriber had been 
calling Swift and Co., and was unable to get 
an answer on account of this firm closing up 
on Saturday P. M. In looking through the 
directory he noticed another Mr. Swift listed 
at residence in south Lincoln, The subseriber 
evidently thought this was the Swift of the 
Swift Packing Co... and was very indignant 
witn Mrs Swift, who answered the plone, in 
regard to a case of eggs that he hal ordered 
and had not received. Mrs. Swift said, 
“Surely you have made a mistake in the 
party.’ The calling party said, “‘No, I have 
been calling Swift and Co. for an hour and 
they do not answer the phone, so I want to 
talk to Mr. Swift himself, I’ve just got to 
have them eggs.” 

Another comical incident happened in the 
automatic switchroom at Lincoln, recently. 
This subseriber was having trouble with his 
automatic telephone. Evidently he had not 
been properly instructed as to how it should 
be used, and judging from the following con- 
versation it Was the first time he had ever 
seen the automatic phone. In answer to the 
inquiry of the Sswitchman as to the kind of 
trouble he was having the subscriber said, 
“T jest can’t figure out what’s the matter 
with her, we just got it, she brand new, all 
shiny and slick as a whistle, Ive never had 
my hands on a nicer machine, but it seems 
to have a few rough edges on yet.” When 
asked if the dial seemed to stick any he re- 
plied, “‘No, she just flips around in fine shape 
but don’t seem to drop in the right slots 
Some how, nice machine though. 

Miss Green of the toll billing department, 
Lincoln, spent her vacation at Firth and 
Shickley. 

Miss Pearl Gilbertson, of the Auditor’s office, 
left for her vacation Monday, September 8. 

Miss Lillian Lundeen, of the toll billing de- 
partment, Lincoln, resigned Saturday, Septem- 
ber 6. 

Miss Frances Virgil, of the toll billing de- 
partment, Lincoln, spent the week end at 
David City visiting with her parents. 

Miss Helen Mosher, of the Auditor's office, 
Lincoln, was absent Tuesday on account of 
a return engagement of the ‘‘flu.”’ 

Gerald Alexander was recently employed in 
the plant department at David City. 
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The Misses Marquart and Hogerman have 
been employed as local operators at the York 
exchange. 

Miss Horn spent several days in Hastings, 
visiting relatives and friends. 

KHugene Cole has been transferred from 
Weeping Water to Nehawka. 

Lester E. Wood has been transferred from 
Lincoln to Nehawka as combination man. 

Mrs. Geo. F. Gorham, of Nehawka, says she 
has a good trombone for sale. The trombone 
belongs to George but she says he has her 
about crazy with it. George is no musician. 

A Nehawka subscriber recently called up 
Wire Chief Gorham and told him the telephone 
tree in his yard was broken and wanted him 
to come out and plant another one. 

Plans are under consideration for the cabl- 
ing of Nehawka this fall. 

Mrs. Walker, night operator at Fairmont, 
has been taking, her vacation the last of Aug- 
ust. 

Miss Bertha McNabb has been confined to 
her home for several weeks on account of 
illness. 

Miss Brandt, assistant chief operator a 
Beatrice, is quite ill. Aid 

Miss Wallin, night ‘“A’’ operator at Beat- 
rice, has resigned and will move with her 
parents to Lincoln. Miss Alward is filling the 
vacancy. 

Miss McGirr, supervisor at Beatrice, has re- 
turned from a much enjoyed vacation spent 
in Colorado. ; 

R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief, Beatrice, 
has returned from a vacation spent with his 
mother in Niles, Michigan. 

Miss Ruth Stanley, line operator at Beat- 
rice, recently spent a day at the State Fair in 
Lincoln. 

Miss Manspeaker, desk operator at Beatrice, 
is enjoying a vacation in the country. 

Miss Lulu McNabb of Omaha, was a wel- 
come caller at the Beatrice office this month. 

Miss Ethel Chipman, Beatrice toll operator, 
was married last week to Elvin Ganker. We 
expect to have Mrs. Ganker with us again the 
last of this month. Also the rest of the oper- 
ators are anxiously awaiting her return, as 
they are planning to celebrate with a weenie 
roast and other things. 

The Beatrice office has re-employed a num- 
ber of operators namely, Miss Mabel Zinn, 
Miss Swartz, Merle Hadley, Blanche Hadley, 
Clara Sehmidt and Miss Emma Lampe. 

Miss Elizabeth Wannow, operator at Yutan, 
has returned to work after a ten day vacation 
spent in Omaha and Mead. 

Mrs. Bailey, chief operator at Yutan, en- 
joyed a visit with her friend, Miss Alta Shane, 
of Denton. 

The operator of Mead called at the Yutan 
office one evening last week. 

Mrs. Llovd Petro and Miss Lens Battreal 
have been employed as students in the Hast- 
ings exchange. 

The Misses Bruns, Vastine and Thompson, 
operators at Hastings, enjoyed vacations dur- 
ing tue month of August. 

Miss Lydia Brungard, ‘‘A’’ operator at 
Hastings spent her vacation with her sisters 
in Scotts Bluff. She reported a very pleasant 
time. 


Mr. C. F. Clark, Editor of the Butler 
County Press at David City, personally ex- 
prsessed his appreciation to the Chief Opera- 
tor, Miss Anna Sievers, for the good service 
given. He says the service is better now than 


‘it has been for many years. 


Mrs. Purtell, daughter of Mrs. Marie Shonka 
of David City, is here visiting from Kansas 
City. She complimented the service given at 
David City very highly, especially the toll 
service. Mrs. Purtell travels much of her time 
and states the service given in the east is 
exceptionally poor and the same conditions 
exist at Kansas City. 

Clyde Keilinger, of David City, treated the 
operators all with ice cream, recently, in 
appreciation of the good service rendered. 

Miss Matteson has been employed in the 
traffic department in the Superior office. 

Miss Ardath Binford, York, line operator, 
had the misfortune of breaking her ankle 
while performing some acrobatic stunts at 
the L. T. & T. picnic. 

Miss Clara Wach, of Sutton, has returned 
from her vacation, which was spent in Yutan 
with Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Anderson. 

Miss Marie Scheideman, operator at Sutton. 
is spending part of her vacation with relatives 
at McCook. 

Mr. Glantz, of the plant department of 
Sutton, had the misfortune to break his collar 
bone, in an auto accident. 

Miss Theresa Bauer, of Sutton, spent an 
evening at Aurora recently. 

Work has again been resumed on the rural 
lines at the Sutton exchange. 


W. C. Cooper and R. E. Murphy of Hastings, 
were Sutton visitors during the month. 


Miss Marie Sheehy, of Sutton, visited rela- 
tives at Lexington, 

Miss Grace Bruns, supervisor and clerk at 
Hastings, accompanied by her brother, visited 
her sister at Belgrade. The trip was made on 
a motorcycle. Miss Bruns said the fish she 
helped catch and eat were excellent. Can you 
imagine fresh fish nicely browned with (---) 
well I would prefer hot biscuits and good 
country butter. 

Miss Minnie Deines, operator at Hastings, 
enjoyed a visit with friends at Harvard over 
Sunday. 

Miss Emma Flessner, ‘‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, returned to work the 18th after an ab- 
sence of several weeks on account of illness, 
We are glad to have Miss Flessner again 
and hope that her health will continue to im- 
prove. 

Miss Elva Haas, line operator at Hastings, 
resigned as she expects to attend school in 
Illinois this term. 

Miss Irene Hayen, line operator at Hastings, 
visited friends in Holdrege over Sunday. 

The Misses Marjory and Irene Hayen, oper- 
ators at Hastings, will resume their school 
work September ist. They expect to continue 
their work in the office, however. 


Miss Katheryn Hynes, Yine operator at 
Hastings, was absent from duty about two 
weeks on account of illness. 


Miss Hilma Kissinger, information operator 
at Hastings, worked nights during the ab- 
sence of Miss Lora Thompson, night chief 
operator. 
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Company Cars at David City. Mehuron anid 
Helms, Troublemen. 


Miss IE. Blumel, cashier at Nebraska City, 
is back at work after a very enjoyable yva- 
‘ation spent in Beatrice. ; 

Miss Gretchen Brandt, of the District 
Traftic Chief's office Beatrice, spent a week of 
her vacation with her mother, Mrs. Sibyl 
Brandt, chief operator at Nebraska City. 

Misses Josie Thompson and Christine Bot- 
kin are students in the traffic department at 
Nebraska City. ' 

Mrs. Hazel Finley, night operator at Ne- 
braska City, spent her yacation in Kansas 
City. 

Miss Julian Dillman visited the Kansas City 
office while in that city on her vacation. 

Misses Parmenter and Tourville, of WNe- 
braska.City, are working nights during the 
night operator’s vacation. 

Mabel Walden, left the employ of the com- 


pany at Nebraska City, in August. 


Miss Mabel Loomis, of Nebraska City, has 
been off duty several days lately on account 
of her mother’s illness. 

Miss Cleo Wolfe, chief operator at Auburn, 
Was an over Sunday visitor at the home of 
Mrs. S. Brandt, at Nebraska City. 

Jack Ford, of the construction force at 
Fairbury, visited his friends at Nebraska City 
over Sunday. 

Miss Alma Potts, of Beatrice, made a flying 
visit to the Nebraska City office in August. 

Miss Huldah Bonawitz, of Endicott, has been 
employed in the traffic department as line 
operator, at Nebraska City. 

Miss Matilda Johnson, has been re-employed 

in the commercial department at Nebraska 
City, Miss Lola Campbell having resigned. 
_ Miss Muriel Degman and Mrs. Frances 
Lieurance have been re-employed at Nebraska 
City, Miss Degman as relief operator and 
Mrs.. Lieurance as night chief operator. 

Miss Happy Kuwitzky, of the plant depart- 
ment at Nebraska City, spent last week end 
in Omaha, 


W. H. Turner, Commercial Manager at Ne- 
braska City, played with the band at the 
home-coming picnics at Elmwood and Dun- 
bar lately. 


The News extends its sympathy to Miss 
Claudia Burnham, “B’ supervisor, Lincoln, 
who lost her father recently. 


Miss Irene Heiser, toll supervisor, Lincoln, 
has resigned to be married. Miss Heiser has 
been a faithful employee for over three 
years, and we all wish her the greatest hap- 
piness, 


The Misses Lena Lanfear and Katheryn 
Iiynes, operators at Hastings, attended the 
fair at oladen. 

Miss Genevieve Pfleider, line operator at 
Hastings, went to Superior, to assist in the 
office for a few days. © 

The Misses Blanche Preston and Florence 
Moody, former operators at Hastings, have 
been re-employed at the Hastings exchange. 

Miss Laura Thompson, night chief operator, 
at Hastings, enjoyed a visit from her sister 
of Mitchell, Nebraska. 

Miss Jessie Michener resigned as chief oper- 
ator at York, and was succeeded by Miss 
Sarah Horn . Best wishes for success, Miss 
Horn. 

Officials to visit the York oflice this month 
were: \y. E. Bell, Geo. K. Gann, M. T. Caster, 
C. P. Russell, H. H. Wheeler and W. P. Kim- 
ball of the Eastern District. Mr. Murphy has 
paid us several flying visits since he has a 
hew “Dodge.” 

Miss Marie Stafford, who has been absent 
from the office on account of poor health, is 
able to resume her work. 

Miss Bess Freeman, clerk at York, has just 
returned from a very enjoyable vacation, part 
of which was spent at Western. 

Miss [Francis Bollman, former employe at 
York, paid us a visit recently. She is with 
the Sioux City Telephone Company. 

Miss Michener was given a pleasant sur- 
prise by the operators at York, at the home of 
W. L. Freeman, on August 25th. The evening 
was Spent with games and music. Refresh- 
ments were served at a late lour. 

Misses Stucker and Von Druff, operators at 
York, resigned to take up school work. 

The operating room at Wahoo has been re- 
papered and painted making a big improve- 
ment in the appearance of the room, which is 
greatly appreciated by the operators. 

The Misses Enns and Cunningham, oper- 
ators at Wahoo, spent one Sunday last month 
at the Beaver Crossing park. They report 
having a very good time and say the swim- 
ming was great, even if the water was a little 
bit cool and the drive a lone one. 

Miss Grace Howe of the Wahoo commercial 
department, with her mother, spent a week 
end in Lincoln the latter part of August. 

Miss Lorene Gould, assistant chief operator 
at Wahoo, spent several days in Fremont the 
latter part of August shopping and visiting 
with friends. 

The operators at Wahoo were presented 
with a box of candy from Mr. Winters. in 
appreciation of good service rendered. 

Miss Lily Johnson, chief operator at Wa- 
hoo, spent several days last month visiting 
with friends in Lincoln and Friend. 

Miss Violet Abernathy, substitute super- 
visor of Nebraska City, helped out a few days 
at the Auburn office the last of the month. 

The operators at Auburn enjoyed a pienie 
Supper one evening last month, after which 
they motored to Nebraska City and Spent a 
while at the swimming pool. 

Miss Hilda Nuss, of Sutton, spent a Sunday 
recently, in Harvard, with friends. 

Miss Mildred Fuller, of Akron. Colorado, 
Spent a few days during the month, at the 
Sutton exchange with Mr. and Mrs. F. Ww, 
Kennedy. 
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The operating force at Fairmont, in full 
regalia, took part in a parade here Old Set- 
tler’s Picnic day, August 26. Mrs. Lloyd Dix- 
on operated during the parade. 

Miss Anna Brown of Fairmont, has re- 
signed to resume her studies in High School. 

Miss Lulu Bolton, night operator at Mil- 
ford, has returned from a week’s vacation 
which she spent visiting relatives and friends 
in Omaha, 

Miss Maude Daniels, operator at Milford, is 
again on duty after a two Weeks’ vacation 
with friends in Iowa. While in Audubon she 
Visited with Roy Wiard, former wire chief 
at Milford. Mr. Wiard is employed as wire 
chief at Audubon. 

Fire which started in the Catholic church 
at Davey, Sunday, August 10, presumably 
from candles, burning the church to the 
ground and totally destroying the one story 
frame structure housing the general merchan- 
dise stock of Joseph French and Hotchkiss 
and Company, the drug store of F. H. Whip- 
ple which also contained the postoffice and 
the private residence in which the telephone 
exchange was located. Telephone communi- 
cation was cut off and the telephone equip- 
ment was a total loss. The operator stayed 
by her post until driven out by the flames, 
endeavoring to secure aid of the Lincoln and 
Havelock fire departments. Davey has no fire 
protection and bucket-brigades formed the 
sole means of combatting the flames until 
the chemical apparatus of the Lincoln fire 
department arrived. At that time the struc- 
tures were a mass of flames and all that could 
be done was to protest other buildings. 
Telephone service was’ restored early Mon- 
day morning and subscribers were out of 
service only a few hours. 

Huldah Gessner, in Mr. Woods’ office, and 
Hazel ‘Nigh, formerly in the Commercial 
Superintendent’s office, recently returned from 
a two weeks’ vacation spent in Denver, Colo- 
rado Springs and other points in Colorado. 

R. E. Mattison, Commercial Superintend- 
ent, and family, returned Sunday, August 25, 
from Saline, Michigan, where they spent three 
weeks visiting relatives. Mr. Mattison made 
the trip in his car and reports a very pleas- 
ant ,ourneyv. 

M. T. Caster, Plant Superintendent, and 
family, recently returned from Minnesota and 
other points after spending a very pleasant 
visit with friends and relatives. 

Mrs. W. E. Wall has been employed in the 
local commercial office at Lincoln, 

L. FE. Hurtz, General Manager, left Satur- 
day, August 80, for Washington, D. C. on a 
three weeks’ business trip. 

Miss Ella Grimm, clerk in the operating 
room, returned from a three weeks’ vacation in 
Colorado. 

Miss Eva Huddleston, an old time employe 
has been helping out in the ‘B” room, 

Miss Francis Livinghouse was booth at- 
tendant at the Lincoln Hotel during fair 
week. 

Mrs. Margaret Schneberger, cook in the 
eafeteria, has taken 2 month’s furlough and 
has gone to Idaho. 

Miss Anna Seymour had charge of the ser- 
vice at the Fair Grounds and reports an ex- 
ceptionally busy year. 


Miss Verna Clark, night operator at Wahoo, 
received a box of candy from Mrs. Johnson 
in appreciation of good service. 

Several changes have taken place in the 
operating force at the Humboldt exchange in 
the last month. Miss f£lizabeth Nofsger, 
night operator, has gone with her mother to 
make her home in Omaha. Miss Faye Boss, 
relief operator, resigned and has moved with 
her family to Lincoln, where she plans to 
attend Business College. Miss Edith Bowers, 
““A”’? operator, having very nearly completed 
four years of service at this exchange, re- 
signed to become a school ma’am, and will 
open her school twelve miles southeast of 
Humboldt, September ist. We wish for them 
all, suecesS in what they have undertaken. 
Necessarily, two new names have been added 
to our list of operators, Miss Cecil Morris, as 
night operator, and Miss Winnie Mann, an 
experienced operator, as relief. Miss Mary 
James, formerly relief operator, is now filling 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss 
Bowers. 

Miss Kathleen Goddard, operator at Hum- 
boldt, went to Falls City to attend the Labor 
Day program. 

The Fairmont office is undergoing a good 
house cleaning. The operators are wearing 
paper dust caps and enjoying plastering. 
We all will be glad when it is done. 

A large force of men are placing new poles 
on toll line between Fairmont and Exeter. 

Mr. Frank Adkins, who has been employed 
with the local telephone gang at bhairmont for 
the past two months, resigned Saturday even- 
ing to resume his studies at the State Univer- 
sity. 
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REMEMBER: 


The Public is the Master, the Company its Servant. 
Prompt, Reliable Service and Courtesy Wins Recognition. 
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ONE SECRET OF SUCCESS 


It does not matter what line of bus- 
iness or industry one takes up for investi- 
gation, he will find that one of the sec- 
rets of success is personality. Think of 
any man you know who occupies a com- 
manding position and you will note that 
this is one thing he possesses, a thing 
that distinguishes him from the men 
about him. 


Now personality is not a thing that 
a person is born with. It can as cer- 


tainly be developed by will power, con- 


centration and attention to the business 
in hand as any other personal attribute. 
If you do not have it, it will pay you to 
sit down and analyze yourself and find 
out what are the things that hold you 
back. .An individual is the exact pro- 
duct of his habits of mind, habits of 
body, habits of omission or commission, 
habits that grow stronger the longer we 
indulge them. 


If, therefore, we are to obtain the suc- 
eess to which we are entitled and to 
which all normal-persons aspire, we must 
pay attention to our habits, how we ap- 
proach things and how we do them. If we 
pay no attention to proper food, preper 
rest, proper eating, proper exercise, we 
obtain a condition of body under which 
good work is impossible. If we are care- 
less about how we do things, if we are 
indifferent, if we care nothing about the 
suecess of the organization of which we 
are a part, if we are impatient and ar- 
rogant, we condemn ourselves to stay 
in the rut into which those things plunge 
one. 

Personality is nothing more than indi- 
viduality, and it is expressed in the way 
in which we meet people, emergencies 
and our tasks. Develop self-confidence 
if you do not possess it. Cultivate an en- 
thusiasm for and an interest in your 
work. Find out how to start things 
without being told. Learn the value of 
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courtesy, tactfulness, co-operation, trust- 
worthiness, loyalty. The fact that an 
employer desires these in those who work 
for him is the best evidence that they 
are worth something to you. He desires 
them in you because you do better work, 
and the capacity to do better work means 
better pay for you and the highest sat- 
isfaction in your work, which is the one 
real ingredient of pleasure in life. 

The character or personality of a man 
or a woman is made up of the qualities 
which he or she possesses, and these are 
as easily cultivated in the field of bus- 
iness relations as they are in the field of 
social and domestic relations. 


WORK AND AMBITION 

Getting ahead might be aptly described 
as the child of the marriage of work 
with ambiticn. It is rare that anybody, 
young or middle-aged. tackles a job with- 
out showing an ambition to master it. 
But it is often true that the ambition dies 
out when it is found that a long stretch 
of hard work that may not te particularly 
illuminated with interest lies ahead. 

We rush into a job with a great display 
of energy and a feeling that here is 
something we can do and will do, but 
when it is discovered that it is going 
to take months to secure an intimate 
knowledge of the details and that after 
that one must keep on repeating the 
motions for more months, we either fall 
into a rut and lose ambition or we hunt 
up some other job. 

The fact is that the natural thing to 
do is to find an easy road to a goal. If 
we have the right sort of stuff in us, 
when it dawns on us that there is no such 
a road, we keep on plugging ahead, hitch- 
ine work to ambition. and in the end get 
results. If we have the wrong idea and 
lack the stamina to stand up and bat 
the thing out, we fly off at some tangent 
and resume the hunt for the supposed 
easy road. 
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Stromsburg Common Battery Switchboard 
Elena Eckstand and Audrey Peterson, operators. 


WHEN EVERYTHING SEEMS TO GO 
WRONG 


There would be a’ lot of sad reflectioi. 
and self-pity chucked to the breezes 
forever if folks would only realize that 
when things seem to go wrong and the 
boss, or friend, or fellowworker shakes 
his head from side to side, it does not 
mean “thumbs down” for everything a 
person has to offer, or for all time, but 
only for that particular job or idea. 

It certainly does seem foolish for any- 
body to cling to the thought that the 
world—which may mean the boss, or the 
fellow at the next desk, or the girl beside 
you at the switchboard, or the supervisur 
—is against a person or takes pleasure in 
pointing out faults or rejecting sugges- 
tions. The world is too busy to he 
against anybody. It is true the worid 
may not be in a sympathetic mood when 
approached, but it is also true that some- 
times we need a little plain truth more 
than we need sympathy. 


It may be true, too, that the world often 
gives the work or suggestion of an in- 
dividual incomplete or even prejudiced 
consideration, but it may also be true that 
the work has been poorly presented or 
the idea poorly developed. The thing to 


—— 


do is to look over 


see what is the mat- 
ter with it. Perhaps 
it can be rebuilt. 
Consider, for  in- 
stance, how many 


pictures an artist 
paints before he 


stories a writer 
pounds out be- 
fore he gets one 
accepted, how many 
prospects a_ sales- 
man calls on before 
he persuades one to 
place his name on 
the dotted line. 

The fact that a 
man or woman has 
been’ turned down 
on one idea, sug- 
gestion, effort or job is no reason why he 
or she should not turn up with another. 
If there’s any merit in a proposition, and 
real desire behind it, getting it across 
is only a matter of time and method. In 
Giher words, you can’t keep a goud idea 
down. 

RECORDS TELEPHONE TALK 

A Swiss has invented what he calls a 
telephonograph. It is designed for the 
purpose of recording at will all the parts 
of a telephone conversation between two 
parties. This is a device that is calcu- 
lated to make impossible a number of 
disputes that now arise as to what a tele- 
phone conversation was exactly. It is 
thus described: 

“A manual-operable contacting mem- 
ber, comprising a handle and depending 
contact arm, in its operative position, 
causes a recorder with a stylus to descend 
into operative contact with a wax cylin- 
der and connects the recorder across the 
receiver circuit as well as across the 
transmitter circuit of the telephone sta- 
tion. Local battery current causes the 
electro-magnetic release of a driving 
mechanism for opening the phonographic 
unit. 

The contacting member, in its inopera- 
tive position, closes the transmitter cir- 
cut and cuts out the phonographic unit. 


the proposition and ~ 


sells one, how many — 
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AN IDEA OF YOUR OWN 

“What is your best advice to any young 
person starting out in the world?” was 
asked of Alexander Graham Bell. 

Looking back over the ripe experience 
of his successful career the old gentle- 
man answered: 

“Young man, get an idea of your own, 


' stick to it, and put your whole heart 


and soul into it every day of your life.” 

Blaze your own way, make your own 
path, or you will never make any im- 
pression on the world. It is striking 
originality that attracts attention. The 
world admires the man who has the 
courage to lift his head above the crowd, 
who dares to step to the front and de- 
clare himself. Never before was orig- 
inality so much ata premium. The world- 
makes way for the man with an idea. It 
is the thinker, the man with original 
ideas and new and up-to-date methods, 
who is the real productive force in a com- 
munity. He is wanted everywhere. 

The world is full of followers, leaners 
and taggers, who are willing to walk in 
old trails and to have their thinking done 
for them; but it is seeking the man with 
original force, who leaves the beaten 
track and pushes into new fields, the 
physician who departs from the prece- 
dent of those who have gone before him, 
the lawyer who conducts his case in an 
original way, the teacher who brings 
new ideas and methods into the school- 
room and the clergyman who has the 
courage to proclaim the message that 
God has given to him. 

There are a thousand people who will 
do faithfully what they are told to one 
who will lay out a program or execute It; 
a thousand who'can only follow to one 
who can lead. It is rare to find a young 
man who has the power of initiative and 
the ability to put a thing through with 
the force of originality. 

People with hidebound intellects stand 
in the way of progress. Every town has 
these “precedent men” in the same old 
sized stores with the same out of date 
show windows, the same methods of dis- 
playing goods, the same old, cumbersome 
systems in the counting room. They are 
progress proof. New ideas frighten 
them. The precedent man is always 
nonplused by any thing new, or when 
confronted with a condition which. re- 
quires something original. He must get 


hold of something which has been used 
before or he is powerless. 

How many of our business houses are 
weighted down with machinery, old, an- 
tiquated methods, ponderous bookkeep- 
ing and out of date appliances, when new 
methods with short cut ways would en- 
able them to economize greatly. 

This is why so many old concerns, 
which have been strong and powerful 
for generations, gradually shrink, 
shrivel, get into ruts and fail, while the 
newer competitors, the bright young men 
who have gone out from these houses, 
do things in a new way, adopt up to date 
methods, keep up with the times, go on to 
greater success. 

We believe in the original man or 
woman who does not remind us of others, 
who makes a new, strong, vigorous and 
lasting impression upon us, who does 
not imitate, or follow, who makes his 
own program, who acts upon his own 
judgment, who leans upon nobody, and 
who does not ask advice, but acts fear- 
lessly, boldy, independently. We know 
he has force that can do things—that can 
achieve—a reserve power that makes its 
possessor a master. Fearlessness is a 
quality absolutely necessary to great 
achievement; courage always accomp- 
anies force. It is a marked quality of 
the original man. 

Do not be afraid of being original. Be 


' an independent, self-reliant, new man, 


not just one more individual in the world. 
Do not try to be a copy of your grand- 
father, or your neighbor. That is as 
foolish as for a violet to try to be like 
a rose, or for a daisy to be a sunflower. 
Nature has given each a peculiar equip- 
ment for its purpose. Every man is born 
to do a certain work in an original way. 


HOW EDITORS START THINGS 

The editor was a believer in “yellow” 
journalism and ran this as a leading editorial: 
“The business man of this town who is in the 
habit of hugging his stenographer had better 
quit, or we will publish his name.” 

The next day thirty-seven business men 
called at the office, paid up their subscriptions 
year in advance, left thirty-seven columns of 
advertising to run indefinitely, and told the 
editor not to pay any attention to fool stories. 


Tom—Why are telephone girls called “opera- 
tors’? 

Dick—Because they usually cut you off in 
the midst of conversation. 


TELEPHONE PROPHETS 

Company executives had a laugh on 
the daily newspapers of Lincoln recently. 
These had a story about some mysterious 
gentlemen who were going about the 
houses asking all sorts of questions 
about telephones, but not giving any in- 
formation themselves. Although they 
were equipped with the usual credentials, 
a company badge, suspicious house- 
holders told the reporters that they sus- 
pected they were really burglar gents 
spying out new fields of plunder. 

As a matter of fact they are real, bona- 
fide telephone men, and telephone pro- 
phets at that. You don’t know what a 
telephone prophet is? Dear me, what a 


lot there is to know. A telephone pro- 


phet is a man who knows where the fu- 
ture development of a city is going to 
occur and whispers the information to 
the company so that it may make its 
plans accordingly. 

Telehone prophesy is not made up 
of star gazings and heavens reading. 
It is the result of careful inquiry and 
calculation. Men are sent from house to 
house to secure information as to how 
many families live there and whether 
they take telephone service. They talk 
with old settlers and live real estate 
men. They find out what have been the 
tendencies and percentage of growth in 
the past, in what direction a city is 
spreading what is causing it to be 
developed in that section. They study 
transportation facilities, locations, indus- 
trial development, all of the thousand 
and one things that enter into a city’s 
growth. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
company has secured the services of 
experts for the purpose of ascertaining 
beyond any question of a guess where its 
future physical developments will occur. 
These men will make dozens of tables 
and charts and analyze the facts so thor- 
oughly that they will be able to prophesy 
how the city population will distribute 
itself in the future. 

From the facts thus gathered, the com- 
pany will know where its new exchanges 
can be most advantageously located or 
old ones relocated and having thus made 
possible the adoption of a fundamental 
plan, will be able to do all necessary 
building from now on in relation to that 
plan. 
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MOVING IN UNISON 


There never was a time when it was 
more necessary than right now for every 
human cog in the company’s machinery, 
the product of which is service, to move 
smoothly and in unison. That’s all that 
co-operation is, but at that it is a lot. 


The company is back in the exclusive - 


control of its own officers and employes, 
and the federal government no longer 
seeks to direct its activities. The de- 
parture of so many trained men for ser- 
vice in the army and navy, combined 
with the diversion of activities that 
everybody {suffered from through the 
necessity of putting war work to the 
front, put a few kinks in the service that 
must be ironed out if we are to do oun: 
job right and satisfy the public. 


If the public gets service it won’t object 
to paying proper rates for it, but service 
comes first with it as it should with us. 
We can’t give the best possible service 
unless everybody throws all of his in- 
terest and enthusiasm into his work and 
all of us work together all of the time. 


Mrs. Hazel Finley and Miss Mabel Walden 


tuke care of the night service at Nebraska City. 
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ALL RIGHT, PROFESSOR, LIFT 
THE MORTGAGE 


A lot of thing's have been said in pro- 
test against the cost of high living—I 
mean the high cost of living, pardon me. 


Some of us feel that the subject is 
over-worked; it is, but shouldn’t be. I 
met a fellow the other day who claimed, 
and said he could prove it, that on his 
present salary (an increase of 25% over 
what he was getting in 1914) he was 
saving more than he did in 1914 in spite 
of the high costs. What do you make 
of that? It is rather refreshing to run 
up against a specimen so rare, and I 
made it my business to find. out how it 
was done and extract the recipe by fair 
means or foul. It wasn’t hard to do; in 
fact he liked to talk about it. Instead 
of $14,00 shoes, his wife found stylish 
and durable shoes for much less, and all 
other articles of apparel were purchased 
at prices he could afford to pay. High 
priced foods were excluded from the 
table and fancy groceries, that are lux- 
uries, didn’t get a look in—good whole- 
some food is enough anyway if it’s 
cooked properly. 

During the course of my conversation 
with him I had occasion to notice that 
his clothes were better than mine and I'll 
bet his bank balance is more than mine 
and I know he worries less about these 
high prices than I do. In his buying, as 
well as the shopping done by his wife, 
the first thing shown them was rejected 
as a matter of principle in mild protest 
against high prices and usually the ar- 
ticle in food or clothing was forthcoming 
after a few high priced commodities 
were returned to the shelf from whence 
they came. Clerks feel the high cost of 
living as much as you do. Did it ever oc- 
cur to you that a clerk would much pre- 
fer to sell you a high priced article than 
a medium priced one? Most-stories now- 
adays hire their sales people on a com- 
mission basis and the more they sell, 
the more they make, and I nearly added, 
the more you carry away, but desisted. 
To boil the whole thing down, and it is 
not new, it’s old, but good—be particular 
in your buying—kick hard if you think 


a salesman has what you want at the 


price you want to pay and isn’t showing 
it to you, and above all else don’t be 
easy; don’t take any old thing at any 


old price because you think you have 
to—shop around—pay cash—be particu- 
lar and get this, save something beside 
the memory of the fact that you are 
daily being trimmed thru your own care- 
lessness in not spending your own money 
carefully. 


“THANK YOU” 

That’s all, only two small words. The 
one little something you can dispense 
with the utmost liberality. It doesn’t 
cost you or your employer a cent and it 
will prove an investment that will bring 
in more dollars than anything I know of. 


But here is the point: ARE YOU 
USING all these “THANK YOU’s?” Do 
you inject these little courtesies into your 
daily work? It only takes a second and 
requires no effort at all. 


The “THANK YOU,” together with a 
clean cut smile to send your customer 
and her bundle along her merry way, 
will be remembered the next time she 
comes in. 


The employe that can be patient along 
about quitting time is a genuine gem. 
If he or she can show the patrons the 
Same consideration and attention, and 
display the same interest in her work 
as she did the subscriber in the forenoon, 
he or she is stacking up a lot of future 
business for both herself and her em- 
ployer. . 

The person who has learned to be pa- 
tient and show consideration to others 
is on the way to success and is building 
business and character, and everybody 
will be happy, simply because of that 
little courtesy, “Thank You.” 

So courtesy helps everybody, the em- 
ployer, the employe and the subscriber, 
and all because someone took the time to 
say “Thank You.” 


Ean a & 
~ <: fr. 


Telephone 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January 1, 
1919, and Sept. 30, 1919; also gain and loss since January ist, 1919. 


Jan. 

1,719 

1 Lincoln ........... 13775 

2 Hastings ........-. 3119 

3 Beatrice .........- 2600 

AmYVOL Kae irs OM 1856 

5 Nebr. City.......- 1630 

6 Fairbury ........ 1660 

C1 dguioybwern - a ee 1137 

8 Uni. Place.....-.. 1009 

9 Plattsmouth 1029 

10 Wahoo ............ 897 
11 Seward ............ 926 
12 David City...... 918 
13 Tecumseh .......- 831 
14 Superior .......... 768 
15 Ashland .......... 804 
16 Stromsburg .... 658 
17 Sutton. .............- 665 
18 Friend ............ 643 
19 Osceola ............ 622 
20 Harvard ......-... 613 
21 Geneva ............ 578 
VA Vellore 23 579 
23 Wymore ........-. 562 
24 Wilber ............ Spi! 
TSUP olka 2: 510 
26 Sterling .......... 486 
27 College View.. 439 
28 Weep’g Water 477 
29 Humboldt ........ 446 
30 Dorchester ...... 438 
Bul, IBehee he oe 432 
32 Havelock ........ 422 
33 Syracuse .....-.- 395 
34 Clay Center .... 397 
35 Beaver Cros’g 390 
36 Gresham ........ 378 
37 Exeter ............ 377 
38 Milford ........--.. 355 
39 DeWitt .......... 355 
40 Shelby ............ 366 
41 Elmwood ........ 356 
42 Fairmont ........ 359 
43 Fairfield ........ 369 
44 Dunbar ............ 355 
45 Bennett .......... 333 
46 Cedar Bluffs.... 332 
Am OOOK. ee eee se 320 
48 Bradshaw ...... 315 
AOUUWtica’ 22.2:.-4...4- 351 
50 Adame. ............ 313 
5 Waco .22.....-....-:. 322 
52 Crab Orchard.. 280 
538 McCool .......... 300 
54 Johnson .......... 267 
55 Plymouth ...... 272 
56 Ceresco ............ 256 
57 Talmage ........ 264 


Sep. 
30,719 


14422 
3214 
2569 


1862 
1709 
1658 
1128 
1048 
980 
944 
931 
915 
845 
811 
798 
655 
653 
635 
633 
620 
591 
576 
557 
553 
518 
485 
470 
455 
449 
429 
427 
420 
405 
403 
393 
o719 
376 
O14 
367 
362 
362 
309 
300 


Gain Loss 
647 
Oy eee 
+ pil 
GP Nee: 
OG 
[Ones 
SMa 9 
By Bes 
ee 
Ai 
Se ee 
bar 
TE Ves 
AS 
Ae 6: 
Ae? 
Bos) t Pts: 
LD eee 
a wee 
1G} 8 
RAS 
BF 55 
NPT ND 
Su ve, 
Made ype 
Sie 
Beh VPA 
Seen 
Ao eye 9 
IAP AD 
ine: 2 
LO Bee 
6. 
Lye 
ary 1 
Ut ee 
LZ 
tt Del FA 
GR. 
eSATA, 
Als peas 
{4 05+. 
Ae, 3 
te) 1g DAT 
D Wpeke 
a eG 
LOY HP ee. 
dwt yD 
3 Ag ee 
chest 2 
TMM cls 
$y 8 


Jan Sep Gain Loss 
1,19 30,719 
58 Benedict ........ 7As}s), 1 PASVA 6 
59 Tobias. -:.........- 261 ZAS Teena es 
60 Louisville .....- PAS ey VXI ee Ie 
61 Brainard .......... 235 240 aor 
62 Glenvil ............ PX ORY a 
63 Red Cloud ...... 22D Zoom als 
645 Meade 231 232 1 
GHeeyautany eee eee 226 229 3 jv 
66 Steinauer ........ VEIL) PPADS 
67 Waverly ......--- 219 221 2 ine 
68 Greenwood .....- 210 216 G pee 
69 Ong) Lee as. 209 214 5s 
70 Murray .....-..-.- AY) PAU ae il 
71 Raymond ........ 189 § 198 9 oe 
17) \DEWIENA. ee 194 197 3 
73 Bellwood ........ 9S ae LS Gi eee 
74 Tamora .......-.- 206 1938 mae Sell bes’ 
75 Milligan .......... 9 Sel D 2 ieee G, 
(6 Panama) 22. 191 186... 5 
Um BOC Kane 190 185 5 
78 Nehawka ........ 172 184 IAL WA 
79 Belvidere .......- 159 182 Zou 
80 Cordova .......... 184 180 ‘U3 4 
SIP DULL 2 eee 177 174 he 3 
82 Saronville ...... LUGS WT 4) ae 
88 Hampton ........ i GSI 6 eee 
84 Carleton .......... 162 166 4 . 
85 Juniata .......... 17 161 SABLE 
86 Hansen ............ 161 159 ph 2 
87 Garland .......... 151 153 2 
88 Colon ............. 141 143 2 
89 Grafton .......... 140 141 Ay he 
90 Elk Creek ...... 138 140 VAD 
91 Thayer ............ 139 1388 1 
G2elthacawae. sas 139 188 1 
93 Prosser ............ 132 137 Byes 
94 Denton ............ 136 134 2 
95 Nemaha .......... Ney lst 1 
96 Octavia .......... 117 126 Oya 
97 Bruno .............. 116 123 y fap ed '2 
98 Shickley .......... 126 PYAR oh Sas)! 
99 Maleolm .......... 122 121 te 1 
100 Garrison ........ 119 115 per) 
101 Dwight ............ 91 110 19 
102 Douglas .......... 95 101 6 .... 
LO3Mbilley. ee Ts), TKN ee = 
104 Pickrell .......... 97 99 2 Nee 
105 Otoe -....22..2... 96 98 2 ae 
106 Lushton .......... 106 G5 aa 
107 Pauline .......... 87 76 2 ALE 
108 Brownville ...... 80 74 ay 6 
109 Clatonia .......... 67 65 it! 2 
110 Pleasant Dale. 54 B30 ane 1 
TSS cranes 38 29 9 
Totals fe ea ee 59131 60007 1292 416 
Net Gain since January 1, 719............ 876 
Gain for September, 1919.................... 243 


ES fea 
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Kathleen Parks, daughter of District Traffic 
Chief R. O. Parks, Beatrice. 


ENTER COMMISSIONER BROWNE 

On the first of October Thorne A. 
Browne laid down the reins as secretary 
of the state railway commission and as- 
sumed the position of commissioner, suc- 
ceeding Victor E. Wilson, who has been 
in office for nearly three years. Governor 
McKelvie made the appointment. 


As secretary of the commission Mr. 
Browne has become very‘ favorably 
known to the great majority of telephone 
managers and executives in the state. 
It was part of his job to iron out all of 
the minor differences between patrons 
and proprietors, and to interpret for the 
benefit of the busy commissioners many 
of the more or less important problems 
the companies sought guidance and ad- 
vice upon. Prior to his becoming secre- 
tary four years ago he was a well known 
newspaper man. 


As secretary Mr. Browne was sympa- 
thetic and helpful in his attitude towards 
the industry in the state, while holding 
all to the real intent of the laws. As 
commissioner he brings this ripe ex- 
perience to his aid. 

Mr. Wilson resigned because of dis- 
satisfaction with the $3,000 salary the 
position pays, and has formed a partner- 
ship with U. G. Powell, for years rate 
expert of the commission, in public util- 
ity accounting. 


SURMOUNTING THINGS 

An electric current is a good bit like a 
lot of men and women who enter busi- 
ness life. It follows the lizcs of least 
resistance. it will never jump over or 
go through an obstacle in its path if there 
is any way around. You know lots of 
folks like that. Don’t be one of them. 


Necessity compels many of us to face 
things and go through with them, but 
those who do only the tasks that please 
them, that seek only the work that ap- 
peals to them and shun the disagreeable 
ones, never get very far towards the 
top. 

Lcok through the biographies of suc- 
cessful men. Maybe you won’t find in 
them the recipes for success, not when 
you first glance through them. But if 
you will note one thing it is this, that 
they tackled the hard things and over- 
come them, and thereby gained knowl- 
edge and strength for bigger tasks. 

They didn’t change their jobs when 
they found hard going ahead of them. 
They mastered the first principles of the 
things they did, and when they found an 
obstacle they either removed it or went: 
over it. They didn’t go around it. This: 
is not only worth knowing, but it is an. 
example worth following. 


A HORN FOR A BELL 


How to substitute a Klaxon horn for 
a bell on a telephone is described in a 
recent issue of the Engineering Record. 
It was, as is usual in such matters, a 
device made necessary by the work in 
hand and not a plaything. 

A contractor was doing some work on 
a river bed, and of necessity the office 
was placed upon an elevation. In order 
to avoid the necessity of always staying 
in the office or hiring someone to answer 
the infrequent calls, some of them being 
important, the engineer in charge fixed 
up the device. The bell, of course could 
not be heard ringing unless someone was 
near to it. He placed an electromagnet 
Similar to that ordinarily used in a call 
bell, in the telephone circuit, so that 
when the bell rang the action of the 
magnet raised a latch that released a 
drop. When this drop fell it automatic- 
ally closed a circuit into which a Klaxon 
horn was wired with four dry cells. This 
remained open until some one came and 
put up the drop. 
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Good telephone service is reflected by the 


expression of the user. Are all your sub- 
seribers as pleased’ as this one. 


TAKING CARE OF TRAFFIC 

Business men and others use the tele- 
phene because it affords the rapidity of 
intercommunication that they deem neces- 
sary and desire. That being the reason 
for its existence, the telephone company 
is: under cbligation to use every effort to 
see that its instruments and oryvanization 
are in readiness to meet the demand 
whenever it ccmes. This is also the rea- 
son why we kee, talking so much ::bout 
service. 

The first step in taking care of an ex- 
tensive telephone business is the proper 
engineering of the plant. It must be 
designed for the business it is expected 
to take care of, and also all reasonable 
increases. Plants are so built up that all 
parts of it can be easily adapted and 
used for whatever service can possibly 
be demanded of it. 

Having provided the facilities and in- 
ter-related them so that complete and 
prompt communication can be established, 
it is a problem for the operating force 
to take care of. The plant department 
will attend to the maintenance. It is 
thru the operator that lines are built up 
for toll calls and on manual exchanges 
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the medium for direct local communica- 
tien. This requires a knowledge of the 
facilities at her command and how to use 
them properly. 

Long. experience of others has been 
transldted for her guidance into rules 
and regulations that, once she under- 
stands why they are specified, she will 
follow intelligently. Good service also 
means cordial coperation between officers, 
courteous treatment to the public, alert 
to serve and quickness. 

Readiness to serve comes first; then 
willingness and ability to do it properly 
insures a steadily increasing patronage. 


THINK THIS OVER 
Don’t use letterheads or forms ivr 


seratch paper. If anyone tells you that 


‘he standard scratch paper is not good 
2nough for your purpose, just try it your- 
‘elf. You will find that if your pencil is 
sharp you can skeich all kinds of things 
on it, and figures show up splendidly; 
sesides, it is put up in pads and the 
sheets hang tegether much better isan 
letter paper, which is loose and not near- 
ly So convenient to use. Scratch pads 
are furnished in three sizes. If the full 
‘ize is too large, you have your cnoice 
of two others. 

And you can mark on both sides of tne 


ame sheet of paper, the only disadvant- 


1g2 being that thereby you save a sheet. 
And furthermore most L. T. & TT. cu- 
pyloyees are sufficiently well acquainted 
‘Oo dispense with the formality of writ- 
ng to each other on letterheads. What 
1 lot of perfectly good letters we could 
write to one another on second sheets! 
aet the habit. 

Another good practice is to make a 
zarbon copy on the back of the letter 
shat is being answered. It saves filing 
space and paper. Try that also. 

Don’t throw away ends of lead pencils 
unless they are too short to use in a 
pencil holder. 

Don’t fill your vest pocket with peu- 
tils. One should suffice. They cost you 
nothing, but they do cost the company 
something. Have a house-cleaning once 
‘n a while and when you find a dozen 
ir more pencils at home on the mantel- 
piece or on the bureau and in the draw- 
rs, take them back to the office where 
hey used to be. They cannot be used 
when lying flat. 


A el 2 ocd 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 
R. H. Elliot and A. A. Stoker Instructors 


THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONE 


Previously Since Total Average 
Reported last to 
report date 
WON Kere Tho) AL Fyoy a A ee ee 437 13 451 9634 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson I........... 452 Since 4h 440 ae) ee 
Answer to Demonstration of ‘Lesson® I......... 4 309 9714 
SNS WeLECONIeSS ONL eae eee ane an ne nee 329 4 333 98 
<ttended Demonstration of Lesson II............ 235 0 Zao VME Wee eee 
4nswer to Demonstration of Lesson II........ 141 2 143 . 95% 
aehyere qo) IUGR WOE 146 BG 149 93 
Snswer to Demonstravion of Lesson III........ 99 2 101 98 
Sttended Demonstration of Lesson III........ 152 0 15 2SRY yokes 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV........ Ths 0 TE ek SSP 
SNS WeLstOwUeSSON WAV meee ee ee eee eae 80 7 87 9614, 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV.... 58 3 61 97 
MBS To) Ib \W 49 7 54 98 


We are glad to announce that the work of the school has been resumed, and 
That it will be carried forward as rapidly as possible. In order to speed up the 
xork Mr. C. C. Donley of the Toll Wire Chief’s Department has consented to assist 
in the preparation of the lessons not yet written. 


FORESIGHT 


The course of every ship is directed from the “bridge.” 
wheel which controls the rudder. The pilot who is ever at the wheel steers in 


On the bridge is the 


a predetermined course straight ahead. No matter whether the sea is calm or rough 
he steers toward his port and in due season arrives in the harbor. 
Foresight is the watchword of the pilot, for by it his course is carefully 


planned and pursued to a definite end. 

Each and every individual like a ship pursues a course upon the sea of life. 
No one reaches that port called “success” unless he steers toward that particular 
port. The course or means of reaching that port should be carefully and thought- 
fully planned before setting sail. If the pilot of determination is directed by the 
chart of foresight and by the compass of common sense, the ship called “Man” 
will some day reach the desired port. 

The absence of foresight is the cause of many a human derelict, and like a float- 
int hulk, these derelicts not only never reach a port but also become a dangerous 
obstacle in the course of others. Some are partially visible and some are not. 
The former are often recognizedby a chronic discontented or fault finding nature 
projecting above the surface, while the latter are not discovered until they have 
failed to make good on an important job they have set out to accomplish. 

Foresight enables the individual to select and prepare for a desirable job; to 
provide for the future necessity and comfort; to keep up to date through study; to 
steer toward a definite point; to ride through the storm of obstacles, finally to land 


him in the port of his aim called “Success and Happiness.” 


FORTY MILES TO CENTRAL 

Trouble-shooters for the companies 
operating in compactly-built areas of 
population who think they are sometimes 
called upon to fill difficult assignments 
should lend a sympathetic ear to the 
woes of the manager of the Bassett- 
Springview Telephone company, which 


- operates in the cattle country of north- 


western Nebraska. 

This company has one rural line that is 
forty miles in length, and the subscribers 
on it have complained to the state railway 
commission that they are not given 


proper service, and that for days at a 
time it is out of commission. One comi- 
cal feature of the complaint is that some- 
where along the line there is a switch in 
a ranch house, and that when the folks 
living in the latter go visiting, as they 
often do, there is nobody left to make the 
connections. 

Service on this line is furnished for 
the low price of $15 a year. It costs that 
much money to shoot trouble once along 
the entire line, eighty miles. Imagine a 
city bred trouble-shooter starting out on 
an eighty mile drive to clear “a ground!” 


eee nm om omeiimmmmm mmm cmt a” i amma 
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KEEPING ON DOC’S TRAIL 

A system of keeping track of the doc- 
tors when they are out on their calls is 
coming into use on a number of ex- 
changes. It was the idea of George M. 
Bonham, a Bell man at St. Joseph. It is 
intended to prevent the taking up of so 
much time of central in trying to locate 
a doctor when some frantic mother wants 
to get hold of him or when some serious 
demand for his services exists. It also 
relieves the feelings of those folks who 
think that if they get a strange doctor no 
chance for recovery exists. 

At some stated place a physician’s ex- 
change is located, with a person in at- 
tendance. When the doctor leaves on his 
rounds of patients he phones in to the 
exchange and tells it where he is going. 
If he is spending an evening at the 
theatre or club, he so informs the phy- 
sician’s exchange. In this way the ex- 
change can reach him at almost any 
moment. Nurses are listed in the same 
way, and during epidemics this has been 
a big’ time-saver. 

If a person calls up a doctor who is a 
member of the physician’s exchange and 
gets no answer, he is likely to try to get 
another doctor, if the demand is urgent. 
Underneath the name of his own doctor in 
the directory he will find a line saying: 
“If you get no answer call No. blank,” 
(the physician’s exchange number.) 

Bonham got the hunch by noticing that 
many ‘physicians while on the wing or at 
the theatre, would ask to have their calls 
transferred. This put a big burden on 
central operators, and he devised the ex- 
change idea. This has proven a big bene- 
fit to the general public as well as to the 
doctors. Physicians’ exchanges are in 
operation in Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Des 
Moines, Wichita, St. Joseph and St. Louis. 


LIVING UP TO STANDARD 

Most housewives find it very desirable 
twice a year at least to clean house. 
They find dirt and dust gathered in the 
corners in spite of the daily dustings and 
the weekly cleanings. The closets be- 
come cluttered up with things that once 
looked nice and desirable but that have 
been outgrown or which have been worn 
out from use. The attic gets filled up in 
time with old material and old furnish- 
{ngs that merely take up room and do no 
ne any good. 


Have you thought what a great boon 
it would be to the average individual if 
he would hold periodic cleanings out of 
his brain cells, toss out a lot of ideas 
that are of no further use to him or to 
unybody else, get rid of a lot of preju- 
dlices that but interfere with the com- 
xortable use of his brain, evict a lot of 
vpinions that are profitless and don’t fit 
nonditions? Most of us need to do this 
and then to open the doors and windows 
.f the mind and let in the sunshine and 
the fresh air. 

Every man engaged in an industrial 
-ccupation such as the telephone busi- 
ness is, understands how very necessary 
it is to keep the plant at a point where 
it can handle the maximum amount of 
business possible with the facilities it 
possesses whenever the demand comes. 
Yet how many of us neglect to keep our 
own personal equipment of brains and 
sinews in such a condition that there is 
no part of it idle and unused because it 
is not kept at its maximum efficiency and 
is incapable of being worked to full ca- 
pacity. If experience has taught you 
that the greatest profit to your company 
lies in this preparedness to take care of 
the peak load, it ought also have taught 
you that the same necessity exists with 
respect to yourself. 


SOME MEN ARE LUCKY 

Wife (at breakfast) —Oh, John, I’ll bet I 
know who you gave your seat to coming home 
in the car last night. 

Hub. (who had been out having a quiet lit- 
tle game)—Nonsense, my dear. How could 
you ever guess How do you know I gave 
up my seat to anyone? } 

Wife—Yes, you did. You dear, kind old 
boy, you let a poor old Irishman have it, for 
I distinctly heard you say in your sleep, “Oh, 
that’s all right; I’ll stand pat.” 


Presenting Hon. W. A. Rustin Manager 
South Office, Lincoln... Some flowers Bill has, 


eh! 
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COLLECTION SCHEDULE, SEPTEMBER 30, 1919 


Number 

Phones 
Central District ................ 18422 
Northern District ............ 12705 
Southern District ............ 18344 
Western District ..............-. 12563 
Wa) rs pe te 62034 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


baXesMWIVAE epee - 37d 
GCLESCON sr eerrcte et es 263 
Collegwe View «--.---+-.-.ssce--c-eee" 470 
IDEN KR, eee ee 197 
IBYynUN | ee 134 
GreeNwWO00d  ...--.--------e2c-ceeee-0e 216 
SEW KAYO! eee 420 
incon) |e 14422 
IEW by ee 121 
ST M1 le cstressccccccscessrccceescsese= 186 
Pleasant Dale ......-...........-- 151 
IRONYNOKOl ee eee 198 
University Place ...............- 1048 
AVVISLV CI?) Vallocssetestcstescorencteceetesteas 221 

Districthiena eee 18422 


Av’g Same 
Per Mo.last 


Tel. Qr. 
21 ll 
D3 6S 
GD wot 
SO 5)5] 
ays 45 


A6 25 
08 61 
AS 11 
41 13 
71 .T4 
43 22 
.06 .05 
8 .06 
432 .o2 
4 .22 
.80 49 
.63 65 
23 14 
38 Pat 

21 tik 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Beaver Crossing.............---- 393 
Bellwood ease eecececes 196 
eXeYobKen | See a Sy 252 
iayeetsaehy, | pee 312 
ES TAT AL Ga penrercecctececceterdecsseanccee: 240 
Bruno) ee aoe 123 
COCGhe Dephbet poe 882 
Cyan) | ee 143 
(Ob A Be 205 
IDYshialol | COMIN A a 915 
ID ARAN ey eee 110 
(a eneyol) bao RE eee 181 
(Qh Ryn) Se a ee 115 
RES | a yt) 
IRMfsiesWOX Rey eee es 173 
Ifrlo\ieey | pee 138 
Tr sh Co re tes center ee eee 95 
Me@oo] Wises 2 ae ae 291 
Medic ieee Ae N 232 
Milford we. 2h eae een 505 
Octavia at eee es 126 
Osceola) =o ae 8 6 52 
POlTKS (Mea eee ee ee 518 
Seward | ace rA eee tase. 1021 
SUE OR 7 eee ee 362 
SGN OMS Due eteeecesesseentesteesesee 693 
Mamora’ Ver. 22 ae eee 193 
RIN AY OI aecsecesecseocesnesesdiawsoececthace 138 
UD ti @ ay) i a te a ee 324 
NTAWeQn yu tte ete te 313 
W810 Oo eases see eerste 944 
VA(jie kd he ha a eer 1862 
Mitan bebop Sie 229 
ID Wid Cee eee eee 12705 


.64 .69 
.SO 1.25 
29 1 
88 1.88 
.05 1d 
.80 91 
D6 oo 


27 23 
44 78 
67 92 
37 16 
6 1.00 
S84 1.32 
43 35 
1.16 95 


ARE YOUR COLLECTIONS 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


Phones Tel. es 

Adams i5 eee See 33 AT .o0 
Ashland ))2 2 Sea 798 .69 .68 
ATED UT eee ee eee 1128 84 .0S 
Beatrice)? eee 26038 28 21 
Brockd ee ee Re 190 1.94 2.57 
Bro wiv) eyes sence ennee 74 1.35 98 
UP PD STEIN 174 59 62 
Clatoniay yo ee 127 1.30 1.31 
GookW2s se ee ae ) 327 oo .26 
Crab Orchard .......0..........- 299 252 .66 
DeWitt, (2-2 367 42 wool 
Douglas ene 194 24 15 
Dunbar) eS See 355 91 .46 
Blk Oreckee eck eee 140 65 .06 
OPN Kil ee 362 44 .46 
JET ODA | eo 1695 .o6 .29 
Riley ene 126 2.32 2.54 
Humboldt eee 534 .65 51 
DODDS OD este ee 285 1.05 83 
WouiS Vill Cee “288 1.06 1.59 
Murray ose eee 205 3.13 2.53 
Nebraska City ........-....-...-- 1712. DA 4 
SUV A sgik  Ul coe Pn cl 213 74 70 
Nese EST GY a 131 2.54 1.55 
Otoe Mee eee Eek 99 5+ .69 
Bickrell iar eee 120 63 71 
Plattsmouth  ......--.22.22-22..... 980 86 1.06 
PWR rN se 270 wt RY, 
habe ey eo) 226 1.03 1.40 
SHIGTA NING? eS 485 AT .28 
SAREE) a 573 9D 61 
MRED hae gey) ee eS 256 aS) .b2 
ANGMAR 845 .&9 O67 
MO DIAS Wc cee 243 38 37 
Weeping Water ................ 47§ 83 39 

Mey, Pa oe ee Sesteeerincs 5d3 49 13D 
WVEViIN ODE) Bacctuccecnssecsseeten ee nrcose DOT 14 25 

IDO ay ee a 18344 15) 54. 


Yh aKa Wey | Ee a 182 


1.04 89 

(OWA | ee 194 1.29 .59 
Gl aya Center Rene eeeseeseeeee 403 42 .23 
Dorchester  ..-.....--.-2..2......-.-e 429 63 .b7 
Oe G4: en ees ee PE Te 461 73 .66 
Dxebe rg ies hee Rea 406 5T 26 
Wad rh Cl ieee crete ee ee TOOT 78 66 
Mighbrmnosmy eis ees ee ae 309 61 <3D 
Mriend ) pe eo. 3 ee eee 635 1.07 .66 
GPOMCVAN Vea teat ss case ee eee 815 1.29 ‘89 
MIO Vill FNS es sa ee 239 1.51 94 
Grafton’ (eee ee Se 204 1.61 97 
IAN SOn seers hat, wee a Ree 161 1.61 94 
Harvard? 222 Se sees 620 OT .04 
Hastings) 22. See a 3214 .40 .26 
PreDronl oicte ot 2 Eee DTT 98 80 
Afieaw E20 re ls ee ee 161 42 v8 
ATG ney Seeker e 195 1.32 1.32 
ONG Shin sate ae St Ye 244 .99 82 
Pauliney etc 2e eR: 76 72 AT 
PPOSSED) | o22. ROA Lace 1387 wal .66 
Fede. Gloud 2. 242 56 AL 
Stra aicys See 174 wt Lilee 
Shiekleys iss8 BAe ees! 401 4.54 2.05 
S Gr ah ys ek bes eA Re SO 454 1.88 
STUNCLIOT! .teee eat Ses 4. .66 OT 
Sutton), i220 222s 653 1.42 1.61 
District 1c 12563 80 a3} 


WHAT THEY SHOULD BE? 
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° LOST TOLLE CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, SEPTEMBER, 1919 


Good 
a Jo % To Out 
Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
26 Tei CO ln Miss A. Scouller.............. 19°60 14.59" 27.5 18.8 25679 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
11 Ashland................ Mrs. C. Hood....2........2..2:- 8.8 2) L8:9 Eby 837 
13 David City........... Miss A. Sievers............- 9.1 5.8 16.4 12.7 1861 
10 Dorchester............ Miss A. Simpson............ 8.4 10.0 0.0 8.6 618 
2 end ee Miss A. Haberman........ Bes aly! 7.5 6.2 1120 
3 Louisville..........._.. Missi Vila lwiSsseses see bs 6.0 11.8 14.0 9.2 849 
12 Plattsmouth......... Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 9.0 11.0 18.0 10.0 $2154 
112A Seward.................. Miss N. Gumbel............... 9.0 4,0 9.0 9.0 2791 
14 Wahoo................... Miss Lilly Johnson......... 10.2 8.4 10.6 10.38 2087 
16. W. Water............. Miss M. McNamee........ 10:9 12.4 9.7 10.6 1015 
Total’ orAveralgen 22. neces 9.0 10.0 1238 10.2 143382— 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E, Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
4 Edgar......... Bie Ae VMrsssMESB calieeea anaes 6.4 2.9 9.5 7.1 862 
7 PXetere se ee Mrs. R. Alley.................. 7.6 3.0 0.0 6.5 900 
18 Fairmont.............. Miss E. Prescott............ 12.0 8.0. 11.0 411.0 849 
15 Geneva......-........-.. Miss M. Dunn................ WOR APART} IBS 7/7 
6 Harvard................ MiSSHE) See eine eee 7.4 Zev NTO 11275 637 
22 Hastings..........0.... Miss H. Richeson............ 13.6 15.3 211 14.4 9678 
18A Hebron................ Miss M. McKenzie.......... L220) L228 17-0 14.2 1075 
25 Osceola.................. Miss F. Gillispie.............. Mfels) y lsso4e alse Sy Nery BZ! 
5 Red Cloud............ Miss L. Barrett.............. (3 MUL) iB Ay 801 
21 Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............. 13.1 13.0 7.1 12.4 687 
20 Superior................ Miss M. Atwater........... Ws PAPA PPA AVES BY S| 
TA  Sutton.................. Miss M. McDonald.......... 7.6 0.0 2.5 6.5 794 
19 rom ks ei a a ...Miss Sarah Horn............ 12.1 8.2 160 12.5 2987 
_ Total or Average. .............ceeeeeceeeeeee-e- 12.5 12.2 16.6 182 256384 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
1 ADU ee Miss C. Wolfe .............-.- 4] 6.1 6.5 5.2 2225 
17 Beatrice................. Miss A. Potts.................. 11.6 10.9 12.9 11.4 6027 
24 DeWitt......0.-........ Miss L. Gehrt......--..........- 14.2 SAN 139 Py sts 622 
16 Fairbury............... Miss M. Klitzing............. 11.1 9.5 15.6 12.0 - 3108 
9 Humboldt.............. Miss C. Gillan............... = 8.3 4.9 0.0 7.2 1021 
23 Nebraska City....Miss S. Brandt............ fa 13.9 160 17.9 128 3187 
8 Syracuse.............. Miss E. Seelhoff............. 8.0 9.6 9.5 8.8 948 
1A Tecumseh............. Miss FE. Smith.................. 4.1 8.7 12.9 9.1 1046 
2A Wymore................ Miss L. Hollett................ 5.3 4,9 8.7 6.6 1295 
15A Wilber.................. Miss M. Mashek......._...... 10.7 11.0 14.0 °&#£11.2 872 
ota lor AV era y elem: steel amas e me Ae 10.8 93 122 103 20296 
Total or Average for August.......... 13.6 12.7 197.5 14.4 88562 
Total or Average for Septembev.... 12.8 11.5 17.1 18.1 85941 
AROUND THE CIRCUIT 
Miss Katheryn Hynes, line operator at Miss Magdalena Hayen, line operator at 
Ifiastings, visited relatives at Bladen over Sun- Hastings, was promoted to the position of 
day. assistant chief operator. Miss Hayen has a 


Miss Veda Irwin, P. B. X. operator at service record of four years and four months 


Hastings, enjoyed a motor trip while on her 
vacation. She visited Lincoln, Auburn, Be- 
atrice and Seward. 


The Misses Irwin, Craft and Haynes at- 
tended the State Fair at Lincoln. 


continuous employment. 


Miss Thresa Hayen, ‘A’? operator at Hast- 
ings, had the misfortune to fall down stairs 
When leaving the office and sustained some 
slight injuries. 


George Cruickshank, troubleman at Wahoo, 
spent a Sunday at the home of his mother 
in Lincoln, the latter part of September. 

Miss Albina Kanan has been employed as 
relief operator in the Wahoo exchange. 

Lily Johnson, chief operator at Wahoo, 
spent a Sunday last month visiting at David 
City and Bellwood. 

Lena Kuhlman, operator at Wahoo, visited 
several days last month with friends at Rising 
and David City. 

Thelma Cunningham, toll operator at Wahoo, 
helped out in the David City exchange during 
a shortage in the traffic department there last 
month. 

J. W. Roe has been employed as combin- 
ation man in the plant department at Wahoo. 
. Minnie Oldenberg, operator at Wahoo, spent 
several days last month at her home in Ceres- 
co. 
Gladys Roberts, operator at Wahoo, spent 
a day last month shopping in Fremont. 

Blanche Cripe, of Colon, helped out in the 
Wahoo commercial department several days 
during September. 

The Misses Cunningham and Roberts, oper- 
ators at Wahoo, and Lily Johnson, chief oper- 
ator, were State Fair visitors. 

Harley Anderson has been employed in the 
Lincoln commercial ottice to do part time 
work. 

Milton Barratt, Lincoln, helped out in the 
Hastings commercial office recently. 

Mr. Doane of Beatrice, who is happiest when 
overwhelmed with trouble slips, acted as wire 
chief during Mr. Newman’s vacation. 

Miss Happy Kuwitzky, of the Nebraska City 
Plant department is in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
earing for her sister who is very ill. 

Miss Violet Abernathy, supervisor at Ne- 
braska City, has been transferred to the 
Lincoln office. 

Miss Julia Coffey, of the Nebraska City 
traffic department, is back at work after a 
Short vacation spent in Omaha. 

Miss Anna Carson, of Nebraska City, left 
the employ of the company September ist, anid 
the next day was married to Mr. Westcott, of 
Dunbar. The employees at Nebraska City pre- 
sented Mr. and Mrs. Westcott a silver and 
lass casserole, with their best wishes for a 
long and happy life together. 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, chief operator at Ne- 
braska City, visited her mother in Pawnee 
City last Saturday and Sunday. 

Mrs. Parks and Miss Kathleen accompanied 
R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief, on his 
last visit to Nebraska City, and were welcome 
visitors at the oltice. 

E. E. Barnwell, Cashier in the Lincoln office, 
has resigned and expects to locate in Los 
Angeles, California. 

Mrs. W. B. Wall, clerk in the Lincoln Com- 
mercial office, resigned September 20. 

W. Thorgrimson. District Commercial Man- 
ager of the Central District, enjoved a week’s 
vacation during the month of September. 

Proe Hargleroad, Manager at Beaver Cross- 
ing, visited the Lincoln office September 24. 

Alma Miers, of Seward, spent her vacation 
days in Omaha visiting relatives. 

A. B. Chain recently presented the Seward 
operators with a box of chocolates in ap- 
preciation of good service rendered. 


$1 584 42 G& 
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Miss Florence Gillespie, who has recently 
been promoted to the position of Chief Oper- 
ator at Osceola, having been in the service of 
the company for two years. ‘ 


Miss Emma Wahler, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, was absent from duty several days on 
uccount of illness. 

Miss Marguerite Mace, experienced operatoy 
from Sacremento, California, was employed in 
the Hastings office, 

Miss Viola Richeson, chief operator at Clay 
Center, spent Sunday visiting relatives in 
Hastings. 

Miss Katheryn Schaefer, ‘A’ operator at 
Hastings, relieved Miss Irwin, P. B. X. oper- 
ator at the ITIlotel Clarke, who was on her 
vacation. 

Miss Lena Lanfear, information operator at 
Ifastings, enjoyed several brief visits from 
her sister this month. Miss Lanfear also vis- 
ited home folks over Sunday. 

Miss Florence Lanfear, ‘A’ operator at 
Tiastings, was absent from duty several days 
on account of the serious illness of her grand- 
mother. We are glad to report that she is 
better now. 

Miss Iva Lewallen, line operator at Hast- 
ings, enjoyed a vacation this month. f 

Carl Seeman, brother of the Misses Lillian 
and Helen Seeman, operators at Hastings, was 


seriously injured in an automobile accident 


near Scottsbluff. He is in a hospital at Hast- 
ings and at present is improving slowly. 

Miss Edna Vastine. ‘“‘A’’ onerator at Hast- 
ings, his been transferred to night work as 
night “A” operator, relieving Miss Cleo Catlin, 
who is working on the day switch. 

Mrs. Irene Spaulding has been employed 
in the Nebraska City oflice as a toll operator. 
Mrs. Spaulding was formerly Miss Hall, as- 
sistant chief operator at Wymore. 


Arthur Ledterman, of Davenport, Iowa, has 
been employed as switchboard man at Ne- 
braska City. 

W. H. Caman, District Commercial Man- 
ager, and son Clarence, of Beatrice, were 
welcome visitors at the Lincoln office, Oct. 3. 

Miss Bertha McNabb, formerly chief oper- 
ator at Fairbury, was married in Omaha, 
Wednesday, October ist, to Mr. Charles Sharp, 
of Liberty, Nebraska. Miss McNabb has 
worked in the Southern District for several 


years in the capacity of chief operator and: 


traveling supervisor. Owing to her friendly 
disposition and her strong belief in the co- 
operative spirit she is one of the best known 
and most popular persons in the employ of 
the telephone company. 

Miss Myrtle Klitzing relieved Miss McNabb 
as chief operator at Fairbury. 

Mrs. Shaw, a Beatrice subscriber, presented 
the operators with several beautiful plants 
for the rest room. 

In appreciation of the good local and toll 
service at Beatrice, Mr. Frank Wright, of the 
Beatrice Creamery Company, sent a three 
gallon can of tutti-frutti ice cream along with 
a large supply of vanilla wafers, sanitary 
teaspoons and dishes to the traffic force. 

Miss Daily, a line operator at Norfolk, Ne- 
braska, visited the Beatrice oflice one day last 
month. : 

Miss Gretchen Brandt, assistant chief op- 
erator at Beatrice, is back on duty after 
several weeks absence on account of sickness. 

The Misses Terry, Brown, West, McCall, 
Blanche Hadley and Clara Schmidt, “A” op- 
erators at Beatrice, have enrolled for the 
Toll Correspondence Course. 

Misses Merle Hadley and Olga McGirr have 
been promoted to substitute supervisors at 
Beatrice. 

Miss Josephine Kaltenback, rural operator 
at Beatrice, has returned from a three weeks’ 
furlough spent in Oklahoma. 

Miss Ruth Stanley. line operator at Beatrice, 
helped out in the Wilber office a few weeks 
ago. 

Mrs. Leona Applebee, change number oper- 
ator at Beatrice, is taking a week’s furlough. 

Mrs. Stella Stanley and daughter, Rethal, 
have taken charge of the Pickrell office. Miss 
Rethal was formerly an ‘‘A” operator at Be- 
atrice. 

Miss Martha Young has accepted the night 
toll work and Miss Mary Schwartz the night 
local work at Beatrice. 

Miss Snow, supervisor at Auburn, was com- 
pelled to take a ten days’ vacation on account 
of her health. 

Miss Wolfe, chief vperator at Auburn, spent 
Saturday and Sunday. September 6th and 7th, 
visiting relatives in Pawnee City. 

Miss Fdith Hawkinson has heen employed 
in the Wahoo commercial department,, suc- 
ceeding Grace Howe, who resigned to take up 
a business course in Lincoln. 

Miss Ann Enns, toll operator at Wahoo, 
spent a week end the Jatter part of September 
at her home in Henderson, 

Miss Mae Meduna, of the Wahoo plant de- 
partment, spent several days visiting with 
friends in WLincoln, last month. She also 
called at the plant department of the Tele- 
phone Office there. 
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Miss Alta Huffman is a new student in the 
traffic department at Nebraska City. 

Mr. Oscar Lord, a traveling real estate man, 
presented the Nebraska City operators with a 
nice box of candy in appreciation of good ser- 
vice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Westcott, of Dunbar, also sent 
the Nebraska City operators a lovely box of 
candy, for sweet remembrance. 

Officials visiting the Nebraska City office 
during September were. M. T. Caster, of the 
General office, and Messrs. Parks, Caman and 
Pugsley, of the District office, Beatrice. 

Miss Alice Harmon, of Unadilla, a sister 
of Miss Harmon, assistant chief operator, has 
been employed in the Nebraska City traffic 
department. 

C. L. Walker and his assistant, Mr. Doane, 
installed a new rectifier in the Nebraska City 
office in September. 

Althea Seamark has been employed in the 
Lincoln contract department. 

Miss Florence Milton, bookkeeper in the 
Auditor’s office, spent two weeks’ vacation at 
Wahoo visiting friends. 

Miss Agnes Piper, bookkeeper in the Aud- 
itor’s office, just returned to work after a two 
weeks’ vacation. 

Mr. Vaulx, of the Auditor’s office, was pre- 
sented with a. beautiful chest of silverware 
from the employes of the Auditor’s office ag 
a wedding gift. We all extend our heartiest 
wishes and congratulations for a happy 
married life. 

Ralph Seguin, of the addressograph depart- 
ment, was off duty for several days on account 
of the death of his sister-in-law, Mrs. Ed. 
Seguin. ! 

Mr. Bush has recently been added to the 
Auditor’s office as traveling auditor. 

Miss Madlyn Reeder, of the Auditor’s office, 
spent the week end at Omaha. 

Isola Kennedy, of the Auditor’s office, re- 
signed her position as billing clerk. 

Miss Grace Weaver has been added to the 
billing department. 

Miss Pauline Faulhaber, Lincoln, has re- 
signed to be married. Miss Faulhaber has 
been with the company for eight years and 
we will miss her service greatly. 

Miss Ruth Taylor and Glen Carrigan, of 
Havelock, were married Saturday, October 4, 
Mrs. Carrigan will remain with the company 
for a while. 

Miss Olga McGirr has been assisting with 
the night work at Beatrice for the past month. 

Archie Tlorner, formerly of Tecumseh, ig 
working on the test board at Beatrice, after 
eighteen months’ service overseas. 

Miss Geneveve Pfleider, line operator at 
Hastings, assisted in the Superior ofttice about 
a week. 

The Misses Bacon and Morris, former “A” 
operators at Hastings, were re-employed. 
They are attending school and working half 
time. 

Miss Nualla Clemow, ‘A” operator at Hast- 
ings, visited home folks near Harvard, over 
Sunday. 


Miss Emma Flessner, A” operator at Hast- 
ings, visited relatives is Glenvil over Sunday. 


Mrs. WwW. A. Greenleaf, former line operator, 
has assisted in the Hastings office this month. 
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Miss Alma E. Potts and Miss Bertha McNabb 
Operators at Beatrice 


Whenever the whole traffic force can “put 
one over’ on two of our very hest chief 
operators, they are ‘going some.” Yet it was 
done at Beatrice, the evening of Sept. 23rd. 
It was a surprise party for Miss McNabb 
and Miss Potts. “What for?’ “Why, ask 
Cupid.” 

It was this way. Some people just natur- 
ally radiate happiness when they have a cuuse 
to be happy—and the Batrice operators vre a 
Wise bunch; so they got busy. They would 
“vet even with these two for all their past 
deeds.” With the usual close co-operation 
they plotted. For a few days the sir was sur- 
charged with mystery. Each one of the vic- 
tims was to believe the surprise was for the 
other. So you can xee where head work was 
necessary. 

After much maneuvering the assembly col- 
iected at Mr. Parks log eabin aboue S yp. an. 
The Plant department boys were “right there” 
When it came to the matter of getting the 
ladies there. Special credit is due to Messrs. 
Arnold, Moore and Thrapp. These not only 
assisted in other numerous ways. but willingly 
consented to help put on a double mock wed- 
ding, also.. The brides in this affair was 
Miss Plebuck and Miss Noble. Their flower 
girls were Miss West and Miss Terry. All 
enacted their parts well. In fact Mr. Moore 
and Mr. Thrapp, the grooms, were heard to 
lament afterwards because it was ‘all a sham.” 
Mr. Arnold was the preacher; after a most re- 
markable vow he pronounced them ‘hitched.” 
Then he had forgotten the rings, and said 
“Nope, wait a minute, ye ain’t hitched yet! !” 
After much searching he located the rings in 
his coat tail. 

Miss MeNabb said to Miss Potts, “You don't 
look very surprised!’ Miss Potts said, ‘““Why 
you're the one to be surprised.’ Then it 
dawned on each. 

Seautiful presents were presented to each 
of the brides-to-be, and not having enough 
chairs, Mrs, Parks made them sit on the floor 


in the center of the 
group to unwrap 
their presents. 


The rest of the 
evening was spent 
in dancing. Tee 
cream, cake and 
coffee were served. 

Besides the mem- 
bers of the Plant 
and Tratic Depart- 
ments, those  pre- 
sent were, Mr. Chas. 
Sharp, the success- 
ful suitor of Miss 
MeNabb, Mr. Elmer 
S. Barr, the _ suc- 
cessful suitor of 
Miss Potts. Mrs. 
Pugsley, Mrs. Ar- 
nold, Mrs. Dobbs, 
Mrs. Rubleman, Mrs 
Lautbertson, and 
Mrs. Parks, who 
was as usual a de- 
lightful hostess. 


Mrs. C. Ii. Brown has been re-employed in 
the switchroom at Lincoln. 


Miss Peck, of the switchroom, entertained 
the switchboard employes at her residence. 
the oceasion being a reception for her brother 
who is home on a furlough. Mr. Peck en- 
tertained the crowd by showing his collection 
of war souvenirs and telling the different 
stories connected with each, Miss Grace 
Heck, from Palmer, and Miss Vivian Smith, 
from York, were the out of town guests. 


The L60 board is now in service, this being 
another straight line board, although work- 
ing on L numbers. 


i. M. Smith, who left Lincoln the first of 
September, is still on the road toward Los 
Angeles, California. He and his family are 
driving through with their car. Smith keeps 
us posted with post cards, mailed from differ- 
ent points enroute. 


We noticed recently that some people carry 
their business troubles to Minerva to be 
solved. We have lingering suspicion of the 
item signed Rex (7?) and in the future if he 
needs any advice we will try and accommodate 
him by opening up an information bureau. 


CLUB ROOM CORNER 
The smoker fund subscriptions in coin box 
amounts to almost $10.00, which sum includes 
$3.00 on hand before the scheme was started. 


‘We should like to give the smoker to the re- 


turned soldier boys “before Thanksgiving so 
we will have to hustle, as it requires a total 
of $30.00 at least. 

The committee is awaiting the names and 
addresses of returned soldiers from the heads 
of departments in Lineoln as asked for. Also 
more photos of the boys would be appreciated. 

Where is Arthur Brown these evenings? In 
business We presume. 

If you want to learn something about 
“Pitch” then watch the eight player table any 
noon, 
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Jessie Landon, of Seward, visited Omaha, 
Lincoln and David City, during her two weeks 
of leisure. 

Miss Gladys Langenheim was employed as 
operator in the Seward office recently. 

Nellie Gumbel, chief operator at Seward, 
took a yacation trip to Warsaw, Illinois. On 
her return to duty September Ist, the oper- 
ators had the oltice all cleaned and the rest 
room and operating room in ship-shape order 
with a big bouquet of golden rod and astors 
on the chief operator’s desk. 

Alma Anderson, of Seward, was absent from 
duty for a week on account of sickness. 

Alvin Gumbel, of Greenwood, Missisippi, 
visited with his sisters, Nellie and Mildred 
Gumbel, operators at Seward, and home folks, 
recently. 

The Seward traffic department purchased a 
large flag for the rest room. They also con- 
tributed to the “Home Coming.” fund for 
returned soldiers. The ‘‘Home Coming” was 
to have been celebrated the 18th of September 
but on account of the rain was postponed till 
October 3rd. 

Miss Laura Douty, bookkeeper at Seward, 
is enjoying a six weeks’ vacation visiting in 
Avoca and other points. 

Miss hay Miner has been employed in the 
Lincoln Commercial office to take the place 
of Miss Widga, who resigned September 24. 

Frank Neff, manager at Davey, paid the 
Lincoln office a visit September 23. 

Geo. K. Gann, traffic superintendent, has re- 
turned from a trip to New York. Washington, 
D. C., and other points in the east. 

C. P. Russell, Secretary, was called east re- 
cently on account of the death of an aunt. 

Miss Nell Combs, in Mr. [urtz’s office, 
returned to work September 20, after taking 
a two weeks’ vacation. ‘ 

kr. S. Brewster, Traffic Engineer, enjoyed 
two weeks’ vacation during the month of 
September. 

L. E. Hurtz returned Monday, September 29, 
from a business trip in the east. 

Miss Lois MacFarlane, assistant chief op- 
erator at Auburn, returned September 4th 
from a two weeks’ vacation spent in Kansas. 

Miss Brandt, of the Traffic Department at 
Beatrice, visited the Auburn office during 
September. 

Miss Lillian Palm, from the Stromsburg 
office, and Miss Florence Lamphear, from 
YIastings have been transferred to the Lincoln 
othee, 

Miss Edith Field and Vivian Betz are new 
operators in the Lincoln exchange. 

Miss Francis Livinghouse, Lincoln operator, 
has gone to Madison, Nebraska, her former 
home, to transact some business. 

Miss Fern Melaughlin, Lincoln operator. 
is back to work after several weeks illness. 

Miss Irene Heiser, former supervisor at 
Lincoln, was married the latter part of Sep- 
tember, to John Gerdes, of Hallam, Nebraska. 
After a trip to Chicago and Detroit they will 
make their home at Hallam, where Mr. Gerdes 
is in business. 

Mr. Hillman, Manager of the Sun Theater, 
presented the operators at the Lincoln oftice 
with tickets to his theater for the last week 
in Sepember in appreciation of the service 
he received. 


Mrs. D. M. Rutherford, who recently left 
our service as manager and chief operator at 
Nehawka, received a testimonial from the 
subscribers of the Nehawka exchange, 2 purse 
of $71.00, and a set of solid silver teaspoons, 
uS “dn appreciation of good service. Mrs. 
Rutherford has served our company and our 
predecessors very faithfully for a number of 
years, retiring from telephone service to take 
up a homestead in Wyoming. 

Miss Magdalena Hayen, assistant chief oper- 
ator at Hastings, was delightfully surprised 
on Friday evening, September 26th, by the 
traffic employees, the event being in honor of 
her birthday. Miss Hayen was presented 
with a cut glass sugar and creamer set as 2 
token of friendship and sincere wishes for 
many happy birthdays. Games and dancing 
were enjoyed until a late hour. Refreshments 
Were served. On Saturday afternoon Miss 
Hayen was again surprised by some of her 
friends and a very pleasant time was en- 
joyed, - 

The weekly supervisor class was held in 
the Hastings exchange September 25th. The 
necessary word Service being discussed as 
usual. After the meeting those present ad- 
journed to the Sodateria for refreshments. 

Miss Thelma Norris, ‘‘A” operator at Hast- 
ings, was an Omaha visitor this week. 

Miss Margaret Mace, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, has been confined to her home on aé- 
count of illness. We are glad to hear that she 
is better at this time. 

Miss Muriel Dixon, assistant chief oper- 
ator at Geneva, spent a day at the Clay County 
fair. 

Miss Anice Whited, operator at Geneva, has 
returned from a very enjoyable vacation spent 
at Aurora. 

Miss Maude Owens, Hazel Pelecher and 
Irma Dixon were employed at Geneva during 
the month. 

Mr. Walker. of the Lincoln contract de- 
partment, is enjoying a much needed vacation 
“down on the farm.” milking the cows, piek- 
ing apples and gathering pumpkins. We all 
miss him but hope he has a verp pleasant 
vacation. } ' 

Miss Agnes Scouller, chief operator of the 
Lincoln office, has been enjoying an eight 
days’ vacation at home. Mrs. Finnell was in 
eharge during her absence. 

Miss Elizabeth Hegg, Lincoln operator, has 
returned to work after being off several weeks 
nursing her sister, Miss Anna Hegg, who has 
been invalided from an automobile accident. 
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OFFICIALS OF THE 


Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Co. 


GENERAL 
FRANK H. WOODG..........0..0000000.0.-. co A AL oh ns Ah ot A aL .....--P resident 
S. H. BURNHAM. Sen See on recess ene eee eet eA 1Ce-President 
C. J. BILLS........... a es neve Sgr aN EL EE tek yl I --s-=--- LT@ASULeY 
Cc. P. RUSSELL.......~..-.....~.........-..-........ secretary and Ass’t Treasurer 


: et, Fe Yea et seemecsascessseeeeesncereemeeme--Ceneral Manager 
. L. LEMON...........-.. ote Tee eee eh ea RL A. ae li ea Auditor 


COMMERCIAL 
R. E. MATTISON Commercial Superintendent 
THORGRIMSON....District Commercial Manager, Central District 
E. BELL District Commercial Manager, Northern District 
H. CAMAN District Commercial Manager, Southern District 
C. COOPER. District Commercial Manager, Western District 


PLANT 
MoT CASTH RY se pr Roll ot tei clel St YT Lk Sr SAL ges Plant Superintendent 
ee Deo eee Plantingimeer 
District Plant Chief, Eastern District 
District Plant Chief, *Jathern District 
-District Plant Chief, Western District 


TRAFFIC 
GEO. K. GANN 
R. S. BREWSTER. 
W. P. KIMBALL District Trafiic Chief, Eastern District 
R. O. PARKS District Traffic Chief, Southern District 
UF DO Li LONG ed S iy Gt es eee aac! District Traffic Chief, Western District 


Traffic Superintendent 
Traffic Engineer 
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Chankayiving Proclamation 


5d & 5d 


Thanksgiving Day is distinctively American, but the attitude of mind that 
moves us to its celebration is world wide in experience—a day in which, more 
than any other, we realize the pleasures of “home sweet home.” It may be that 
durmg the past year we have allowed ourselves to dwell on subjects calculated 
to disturb our peace, and at times to cause us to grow pessimistic in reference 
to the future. The unrest, brought about by circumstances over which we had 
no control, is like the mists in the valley, that at times shuts out the sunlight 
on the hill tops. 


I very much doubt if there ever was a time in the history of our Country 
when America was as dear to the hearts of Americans as it is at the present 
time. During the past year millions of Americans, who had gone to other lands, 
returned with a greater appreciation of this Country and their homes than ever 
before, and there seems to prevail a general desire and determination to maintain 
the traditions of the past and keep us on the line of march which we have 
been pursuing for the past one hundred and forty-three years. The earth has 
brought forth bountifully, and already the fields are prephetic of a harvest for 
the year to come. It will be well for the people to dwell more upon the days 
of sunshine, rather than those of clouds and storm, for, indeed, our pathway has 
been one more of sunshine than of shade. 


__ We certainly should be thankful that neither famine nor pestilence prevails 
within our borders. Labor is in demand and meets with a liberal reward. Our 
school houses and institutions of learning are filled with children and young men 
and women, who are preparing for the work, that awaits them in life. We in- 
herit a land bequeathed by the Fathers, who, by the sacrifice of blood and treas- 
ure, broke the bonds of tyranny and oppression and proclaimed themselves a free 
and independent republic, to be preserved from all discordant elements that would 
to any degree, rob or dispoil us of that independence that has made us the most 
progressive, happy and prosperous people in all the world. For this we grate- 
fully acknowledge the over-ruling providence of our Heavenly Father. 

I would especially recommend that all of our people refrain from un- 
necessary labor, and in the mystie circle of home and in places set apart for 
public worship, meet and give thanks unto Him who has crowned us with His 
loving kindness and tender mercies, and as far as possible, forget the things that 
divide us and in the spirits of our fathers and mothers, sit together and recount 
the blessings of the past and cultivate that fellowship that reflects harmony and 
good will. In our a’ undance, let us not forget those who may be in need and let 
us face the future with charity to all and malice toward none. 


Following the order of the President, and in willing obedience to the custom 
_observed for many generations, and with due observance of the statutes of the 
state, I, Samuel R. McKelvie, Governor, do hereby proclaim Thursday, the 
twenty-seventh day of November, 1919, a day of public thanksgiving to Almighty 
God, and require that all departments of state be closed on that day. 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State at the Capitol in the 
city of Lincoln, this, the 12th day of November, A. D. 1919. 

(SEAL) 


By the Governor 


DARIUS M. AMSBERRY, 
Secretary of State. 


SAMUEL R. McKELVIE 
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THE FACTS OF IT 

Prices of things you buy are higher 
because there are not enough of them to 
go around. Wages are high because there 
are more jobs than there are persons 
desirous of working. It costs more to 
buy a sack of flour or a bushel of po- 
tatoes because there are more persons 
anxious to buy flour and potatoes than 
are being produced. 

That this is true is readily seen if you 
turn the proposition around. If there 
were more foodstuffs than there are peo- 
ple able and willing to pay for them they 
would be available at a much iess price 
than is now possible. If there were more 
men than jobs wages would fall. 

The reason for the existing condition 
is plain. War wasted human lives and 
property. It took out of the ranks of 
production for four years millions of 
men, and in that time the reserve stock 
of food was exhausted. The world must 
replenish this stock, and it can be done 
only by everybody going to work and 
keeping at work. 

It may be regarded as very pleasing 
for anyone to work only thirty hours 
a week, but if he is to make living 
cheaper to the man who works in the 


factory, the store or the telephone ex- 
change he must work more hours in- 
stead of less than he did before. The 
less hours per day any person works the 
more the article costs those who must 
consume or use it. The labor cost of an 
article is always a considerable part of 
the total cost, ranging from 20 per cent 
to 90 per cent. As it costs as much to 
get a manufactured article from the 
factory into the consumer’s hands as the 
maker himself gets for it, it is easily 
seen that any increase in labor cost at 
the factory becomes doubled to the con- 
sumer because of the percentage of profit 
taken along the road. 

Labor gains nothing by running up 
the labor cost of an article. As 90 per 


cent of the persons who buy what is 
produced are laborers, the higher wage 
cat is simply chasing the higher cost 
tail around, and nobody profits except 
the toll-takers along the way, who work 
always on a percentage basis. 

If labor will speed up production and 
capital develop invention that will help 
the same way, we stand an excellent 
chance of reversing the present process 
and forcing prices down. We can help by 
limiting our purchases to what we actu- 
ally need and by refusing to pay the 
fancy prices that breed profiteers. Full 
steam ahead is the order of the day in 
industry. The man who interferes, be he 
laborer or capitalist, is making it more 
difficu:t for all of us to get back to 
normal conditions. 


WATCHING THE CLOCK 


Charles M. Schwab, the industrial king, 
has written an article for the November 
American Magazine in which he says: 


“The man who has done his best has 
done everything. The man who has done 
‘ess than his best has done nothing. 


“Nothing is more fatal to success than 
taking one’s job as a matter of course. 
If more persons would get so enthused 
over their day’s work that someone would 
have to remind them to go out to lunch 
there would be more happiness in the 
world and less indigestion. If you must 
be a glutton,’be a glutton for work. A 
trained ear can do tremendous business 
in the obstruction line. Sometimes it 
4istens so intently for the toot of the 
yuitting whistle that it quite loses the 
sense of spoken orders. 


“T have yet to hear an instance where 
misfortune hit a man because he worked 
overtime. I know lots of instances where 
it hit men who did not. Misfortune has 
many cloaks. Much more serious than 
physical injury is the slow, relentless 
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blight that brings standstill, lack of ad- 
vancement, final failure. 


“The man who fails to give fair ser- 
vice during the hours for which he is 
paid, is dishonest. The man who is not 
willing to give more than this, is foolish. 

“In the modern business world ‘pull’ is 
fosing its power. ‘Soft snaps’ have been 
sponged off the slate. In most big com- 
panies a thousand stockholders stand 
guard over the cashier’s window, where 
formerly there were ten. The president’s 
son starts at scratch. Achievement is 
‘the only test. The fellow who does the 
most work is going to get the most pay 
provided he shows equal intelligence. 


“Captains of industry are not hunting 
money. America is heavy with it. They 
are seeking brains—specialized brains— 
and faithful, loyal service. Brains are 
needed to carry out the plans of those 
who furnish the capital. The man who 
attracts attention is the man who is 
thinking all the time, and expressing 
himself in little ways. It is not the man 
who tries to dazzle his employer by doing 
the theatrical, the spectaular. The man 
who attempts this is bound to fail.” 


THAT LUCKY FELLOW 

When you heardthat Tom or Dick 
had been appointed 
to a fine job, you 
doubtless remarked: 
“That chap always 
was lucky.” This is 
quite natural, and 
is the usual method. 
We deceive ourselves 
into believing 
that luck factored 
in his being select- 
ed instead of us. 

He was lucky, of 
course. True he was 
a chap who always 
spent less than he 
earned, and _ thus 
gained an independ- 
ence of spirit that 
enabled him totackle 
any new task with 
complete confidence. 
It is also true that 
he kept himself in 
the best of physical 
trim and was al- 
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ways mentally alert. It is also a fact 
that he wasn’t a bit afraid of hard work, 
and if it took ten or twenty minutes 
overtime to finish what he was at, he 
took it. 

It is also to be recorded that he was 
always courteous, helpful and consider- 
ate; that he believed in helping himself 
rather than asking others to boost him 
along. We recall also that he was never 
satisfied with what he had done unless he 
had put his best into it. Then, too, he 
was foolish enough to take books home 
that told him how he could better equip 
himself for his lifework, and he also 
took advantage of every offer of the 
company to add to his store of knowledge 
through correspondence courses. 

We are also told that he had grit and 
persistency; that he never knocked on 
others; that he always did his work a 
little better than those around him; that 
he tackled every job as though he was 
sertain that it presented no difficulties 
that he couldn’t solve; that he kept his 
mind clean and picked his company. 

No wonder the chap was lucky. No 


wonder that somebody who found out 
what he was doing and how he did things 
came around and insisted on making 
him take a bigger and better job. © 


' 
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MANAGER’S OFFICE AT STROMSBURG 
At Desk, G. H. Presson, Manager, Carl V. Propst, Wire Chief. 
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TELEPHONE HEROINES 

The devotion to duty which marks the 
services of central office operators has 
been so often demonstrated under the 
severest tests that the list of telephone 
heroines has become a long one. It was 
added to recently by girl operators at 
Galveston in a most interesting manner. 

On September 14th and 15th a great 
storm swept the Texan coast. Wind and 
rain combined to make the night one of 
terror. Yet with buildings falling all 


around the telephone exchange the girls 


stuck to their posts, handling the thous- 
ands of messages that anxious and dis- 
traught relatives outside the zone of dan- 
ger were rushing through in order to 
obtain word of their loved ones in the 
endangered section. 

Word was received in advance of the 
coming of the storm, when the girls 
might have escaped. Instead they sent 
out for food and stuck to their jobs. 
Water came into their buildings and it 
was necessary to brace windows against 
the violence of the storm. Two girls, 
Miss Pearl Johnson and Mrs. Ethel 
Brown, kept on the job in spite of the 
fact that all around them the water was 
rising. Three other girls, Misses Mar- 
guerite Marschand, Beatrice Robson and 
Emma McLachlan donned bathing suits 
and swam and waded to their offices in 
order to assist in the work of handling 
rescue and distress calls. 

At Port Aransas Mrs. Blanche Prather 
stayed by her board, alone and unaided, 
save by her mother. If she had taken 
advantage of the first warning she could 
easily have been spared a most terrifying 
experience. The building swayed craz- 
ily in the hurricane’s grasp. Waves 
dashed outside against the window panes. 
Water seeped in thru cracks and the half 
demolished roof. Yet for hours she 
worked her plugs, warning, warning, and 
the newspapers say that she saved hun- 
dreds of lives by her heroism. After she 
had warned every family she could 
reach she was induced to leave the build- 
ing. She had no sooner got outside than 
the structure collapsed, one of those 
miracles that occur every now and then. 

“You know I didn’t do a thing,” she 
said, when congratulations poured in on 
her. “Not a thing but what was just my 
common duty. Anybody else would have 
done the same.” 


THRIFT AND ECONOMY 

The opinion of an expert is always val- 
uable. At the meeting of Group One of 
the Nebraska Bankers’ association the 
other week the opinion was unanimously 
expressed that the catastrophe that 
always waits at the end of a period of 
wild extravagance and money spending 
madness can be averted if the people 
will now begin a program of thrift, econ- 
omy and production. 

These experts said that it is rpoeeible 
to hope for any decrease in the high 
cost of living until the people refuse to 
pay the high prices asked of them and 
content themselves with buying only 
those things that are priced right. They 
do not believe that the situation calls for 
anybody to deprive himself or herself of 
the necessaries of life, but that it is a 
time when the use of common sense in 
buying must be substituted for wild in- 
dulgence in whatever one’s fancy directs 
him or her to purchase. 

The capital of today represents the 
Savings of yesterday. Deny yourself the 
thing today that you do not need and 
tomorrow you will have money at work 
that will make it possible for you to pur- 
chase the things you desire. Only a small 
part of the wealth of the world repre- 
sents inheritance. The most of it is held 
by individuals who spent less than they 
earned, invested it wisely and then kept 
on investing these earnings. 

The’ Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
company presents to all of its employes 
an opportunity to follow in their foot- 
steps. Its stock, which pays an annual 
dividend of 7 per cent, paid quarterly, 
can be purchased on the installment plan 
by all workers. The minute you put a 
dollar in this purchase that dollar be- 
gins to work for you. If at any time 
in the future necessity requires that you 
use this money, it is ready for you. 

Don’t be among the foolish ones that, 
when the pinch comes, will have neither 
jobs nor savings. If everybody would 
take the advice of these experts, that 
situation will not arise. You can help 
prevent it by joining the ranks of the 
Savers now. 


IN THESE SAHARA TIMES 

“Do you guarantee this hair tonic?’’ 
“Absolutely’ sir!’’ replied the druggist. 
“Six bottles of it will produce delirium tre- 
mens, Or your money cheerfully refunded.” 
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Office and Supervisors who are making fundamental plan of Lincoln Exchange Zone. Left 
to right, Mr. Copp, Mr. Packard, Mr. Howells and Mr. Kilmer 


NEW LINCOLN PLAN 


A fundamental plan for the Lincoln exchange zone is in preparation. In this 
work the Company has the assistance of the A. T. & T. Company in that the 
Commercial survey, preliminary to the development of the plan is in progress by 
the Commercial Engineering Department and the result of their work will be 
passed to the Plant Engineering Department of that Company for their work in 
connection. At present the Lincoln community is the only one in the Company 
territory in which a single central office is questionable. The possible location 
of other central offices, the recent substantial increase in the population of the 
area and the plant conditions which rapidly approach inadequacy, make such a plan 
for Lincoln necessary at this time. 

_The commercial survey used as a basis for the structural plan consists in rec- 
ording such information as will indicate at a given date in the future the number 
of subscribers lines which we will be called upon to serve in a definite geographical 
area. In most cases, this area is confined to a single city block. The survey for 
Lincoln ‘is based upon a prophecy for twenty years in the future. A careful census 
of the exchange area, block by block, has been made with a resulting record of 
existing families, places of business, vacant dwellings, vacant places of business 
and vacant lots. This census has been made by a corps of experienced men and 
the result of this canvass shown graphically on charts, representing various sections 
of the city, made up of a group of blocks of similar character. The community is 
necessarily divided into sections where similar types of families live and into 
strictly business sections, since a correct average of the service demands may be 
HOR accurately estimated with consideration for the homogeneous sections of the 
city. 

To obtain a true picture of the character of each residence block, all present 
families are recorded, first according to the type of dwelling occupied and second 
according to the rental value of the dwelling. House rentals are taken as a basis 
for computing a family’s income and these are classified by rent paid, selecting 
a maximum rent as that figure above which all families are expected to be sub- 
scribers, and a minimum below which few can be looked for as patrons, and assign- 
ing percentages of telephone use to intermediate rentals. 

Having determined what the past has shown, the population and telephone de- 
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velopment for the future is forecasted. Using as a basis past census figures and the 
inclination of the city in regard to growth, both generally and in specially defined 
areas, taking into consideration its possibilities for busness development, its pos- 
sible sources of increased population and its civic spirit, a future population is 
estimated for the whole and for the same small areas for which the present record 
was made. In the business section, office buildings, department stores, hotels, 
wholesale houses and other principal large users are estimated as to exact lo- 
cations. 

Future rates for the zone are prepared with great care on the theory. of the 
influence of rates on telephone development. An interesting feature of the future 
rate estimated for Lincoln is that it contemplates offering measured service, which 
thus far in this Company’s history has not been given. The future estimated 
population is distributed to sections in the study area and the future character 
of the families and business houses determined by a careful study of the present 
character of the same sections. The survey for Lincoln will require in all approxi- 
mately. four months and is now nearing completion. 

The Class Room has been used for the purpose of the work and at the present 
writing is literally filled with a multitude of records and charts incidental to the 
study. The above cut shows a portion of the personnal engaged in the survey at 
work. From left to right are Mr. Copp, in general charge, Mr. Packard, in charge 
of field force, Mr. Howells of the A. T. & .T. Company, and B. E. Kilmer, employed 


by the Lincoln Company. 


OPERATORS IN FRANCE 


Some day somebody will write a book 
about the fine work done by the Ameri- 
can telephone operators in France, and 
it will be a book worth reading. A good 
start has been made in a booklet in which 
some of the fine things said about these 
girls by the officers of the high command 
have been reprinted. Brigadier General 
Moseley, assistant chief of staff, said that 
the telephone operators “are better dis- 
ciplined than the army itself, and they 
have nobly performed their duty as a part 
of the advance guard of the women of 
America—the strongest force for good in 
the world today.” 

The girls who went to France were no 
different than the girls who stayed at 
home, either in devotion to duty or desire 
to do their best to help win the war. 
They were simply the lucky ones who got 
the assignments. They carried over with 
them the spirit of the corps that marks 
operators everywhere. It was well illus- 
trated at Souilly, France. The telephone 
unit lived in barracks during practically 
the whole time the members were up near 
the front, at First army headquarters. 
At Souilly the barracks were burned out. 
During this fire, reports Major Burke of 
the signal corps, “the only interest of the 
unit was to see that service was main- 
tained and that if the worst came to the 
worst the board and equipment should 
be saved.” 

A very busy officer, who had struggled 
mightily with the French centrals in an 


effort to get service, rendered difficult 
as well by lack of understanding of each 
other’s language, lifted his receiver one 
day to place a call. “Number, please?’ 
in the old familiar way answered him. 
“Thank God!” he shouted so loudly and 
devotedly that everybody laughed, includ- 
ing the operator at the other end. 

Here are some extracts from commen- 
dation of the officers, as contained in the 
little booklet: “You have performed your 
duties with a large conception of the 
problem and with a devoted and patriotic 
spirit to which the perfection of our com- 
munications daily testifies.” (Pershing.) 
“Tt pleases me a great deal to say that by 
your ability, efficiency, devotion to duty, 
and the irreproachable and business-like 
conduct of your affairs, personal and offi- 
cial, you have not only justified the action 
taken in assembling you, but have set a 
standard of excellence which could hardly 
be improved upon, and which has been 
responsible for the success of our Sys- 
tem of local and long distance telephone 
communication. (Chief Signal Officer 
Russell.) ‘Throughout their trials that 
taxed endurance and patience to the ut- 
most they kept devotedly to their task 
with a cheerfulness of spirit that fur- 
nished a worthy example that was of the 
greatest assistance to us in our work.” 
(Chief Ordnance Officer Rice.) 


“T want to see the manager,” said the man 
at the other end of the line.” 

“This is a telephone,’ yolunteered the fresh 
clerk, ‘not a telescope.” 


Jan. Oct. 
1,719 31,19 
1 Lineoln ............ 18775 14624 
2 Hastings ......... 3119 3237 
3 Beatrice .......... 2600 2579 
AYVIOVIK A eee 1856 1872 
5 Nebr. City-........ 1630 17380 
6 Fairbury .......... 1660 1665 
7 Auburn ........... 1137 1126 
8 Uni. Place........ 1009 1071 
9 Plattsmouth .. 1029 993 
10 Wahoo ............ 897 947 
11 Seward ............ 926 922 
12, David. City)... 918 912 
13 Tecumseh ........ 881 849 
14 Superior -......... 768 819 
15 Ashland ......... 804 795 
16 Stromsburg ... 658 649 
17 Sutton ............ 665 643 
18 Osceola ............ 622 682 
19 Friend ............ 643 627 
20 Harvard ........ G13 »=6623.- 
21 Geneva ............ 578 583 
22 Hebron .......... 579 576 
23 Wymore .......... B62 = 5552 
24 Wilber ............ 551 548 
2p Polk pe 510 514 
26 Sterling .......... 486 478 
27 College View.. 4389 476 
28 Weep’g Water 477 459 
29 Humboldt ........ 446 454 
30 Dorchester ...... 4388 424 
31 Havelock ........ 422 422 
382 Edgar ............. 432 421 
33 *Valparaiso ...... 414 414 
34 Syracuse .......... 395 407 
35 Clay Center... 397 396 
36 Beaver Crs’ng 390 390 
37 Gresham .......... 378 378 
38 Exeter ............ 377 ~=— 870 
39 Milford .......... 355 376 
40 DeWitt ............ 355 366 
41 Elmwood ........ 356 363 
43 Shelby .....-........ 366 358 
42 Fairmont ........ 359 359 
44 Fairfield ..._..... 369 858 
AVP Cry tt alee 347 347 
46 Dunbar ............ 355 344 
47 Bennett .......... DOO LOS) 
48 Cedar Bluffs... 382 381 
AQ Cook t.l28.2.02 320 330 
HO MWOtica ) Eee ee 351 827 
HlmAdams | 2252.. 313 8313 
52 Bradshaw ...... 315 309 
Be) WACO, 2: 322 305 
54 Crab Orchard.. 280 800 
55 MeCool ............ 300 8289 
56 Plymouth ........ VA wiPG(Ps 
57 Johnson .......... 267 266 
58 Ceresco ............ 256 262 
59 Benedict .......... 258 257 
60 Talmage .......... 264 255 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, January Ist, 
1919, and October 31, 1919; also gain and loss since January Ist, 1919. 


Gain Loss 
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Jan. Oct. Gain Loss 
1,19 31,’19 
61 Tobias .............. PANE  PLBY ET Ve alts 
62 Louisville ........ PAG, OLN Ye 1U55 
63 Red Cloud .......- PPA PANY | 1) 
64 Glenvil ............ PAL MBE oS 
65 Brainard .......... 235 237 2 eee 
66 Mead ................ 231 231 Le 
67 Yutan .............- 226 231 5 (hae 
68 Steinaur .........- 231 224 7 
69 Waverly .......... 219 220 Lipa 
(OLOng eee 209°) 20:7, 8 
71 Greenwood ...... 210 216 6 
72 Raymond ........ 189 199 10 
73 Davey ......-...-..- 194 197 3) a.ee 
74 Murray ............ 209 196 .... 13 
75 Bellwood ........ LOS LOS eS 
76 Tamora .......... 206 190 .... 16 
77 Milligan —.. -.... Whe) IPA 
‘Tees Veewok bone 5 A) aI AL. ale eae! 
79 Nehawka ........ 172 188 #11 
80 Brock .............. 190 179 11 
81 Belvidere ........ 159 182 £28 
82 Belvidere ........ 159 182 28 
82 Cordova ......... LSA, See 
03s, Jee ha ey. Aline? 4 
84 Saronville ........ 176 171 5 
85 Hampton ........ 168 169 1 
86 Carleton .......... 162 166 49a 
87 Juniata ............ Webs) UL ge 83 
88 Hansen ............ IGEN LISS pee, Oe 
89 Garland .......... 151 1538 2 igre 
90 Colon  ............. 141 148 2; 
91 Elk Creek........ 188 140 2 
92 Ithaca --....22.....: 139 1389 
93 Grafton .......... 140 1388 2 
94 Thayer ............ 139 138 1 
95 Nemaha .......... 1382 188 6 
96 Denton ............ 136 134 2 
97 Prosser .......... NGyAh Caley) ee 
98 Octavia ............ Wal), PARAM) 
CORB EUN Omeeeee eae 116 123 7 
100 Maleolm .......... 122 ZO fe ES 
101 Garrison .......... LTS M6 eS 
102 Shickley .......... 126 114 12 
103 Dwight ............ 91. 109 18 
104 Douglas .......... 95 100 5 
105 Filley ........002... 105 96 9 
106 Pickrell ............ 97 97 
107 ‘Lushton .......... 106 940) vs RLS 
LOS OT el ei ae 96. 931) VES 
109 Pauline ............ 87 Sa) LT eNeaS 
110 Brownville ...... 80 71 9 
MIN Glatonia Lene 67 66 1 
112 Pleasant Dale 54 51 3 
HPS peOVed ae 8 27 11 


ee ee 


Mocalish ie ae eee See 59892 60952 1573 513 
Net gain since January ist ’19.......... 1060 
Gain for October, 1919..-...00....00000000.0.... 184 


*Hxchanges purchased. 
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Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Nieman, recently appointed Commercial 
Manager and Chief Operator of the Valparaiso Exchange 


formed as to the state of the current 


A HOLE IN THIS JOKE 


A doughnut is no good unless it has a 
hole in it, but where a joke has a leak 
in it the same thing does not ‘hold true. 
Telephone magazine editors have 
thoughtlessly given currency to a story, 
largely because of its humor, but have 
neglected to point out where it does not 
apply. 

The story is headed: “The Waitress’ 
Revenge.” It reads like this: “The girl 
had occasion to do some long distance tel- 
ephoning. She did not get the party with 
whom she wished to talk, but she had, 
under the Burleson rules, to pay the re- 
port charge. She protested vigorously, 
but the manager was adamant. She paid. 
A few days later the manager was a cus- 
tomer of the restaurant where she work- 
ed, and the young woman took his orders. 
At the end he desired some cherry ple. 
He was informed, after inquiry, that 
there was none, but when he came to pay 
his check he noted the pie was charged 
for. When he protested the girl sweetly 
replied that the charge was for ‘the re- 
port’ that there was no cherry pie to 
be had.” 

As a piece of offhand wit the story will 
go all right, but it won’t stand analysis 
because the two services for which a 


charge was asked 
in each case are not 
parallel. In order 
to ascertain that 
there was no cherry 
pie left the waitress 
was not tying up for 
the use of the cus- 
tomer several thous- 
and dollars ’worth of 
property. that would 
otherwise have been 
earning a return for 
the owner nor did it 
take up ten or fifteen 
minutes’ time of her- 
self and the pastry 
cook. It was not 
the business of the 
telephone company 
to know he could be 
reached, while it is 
the business of a 
waitress to keep in- 


larder. The news that the cherry pie 
stock was depleted certainly gave no val- 
uable information to the customer, 
whereas the report that the party called 
was not in town might have been worth 
something to her. The company does not 
keep a list of persons with whom it can 
furnish long distance communication, but 
a restaurant does list the eatables it has 
for sale. Nor did the company charge 
her the same as though she had com- 
pleted the call and the conversation, al- 
though she wanted pay in full. 

Several other discrepancies might be 
noted, but the real gist of the fact is that 
the value of a service lies in what is done 
and the price is measured by that yard- 
stick. 


A Scottish farmer, being elected a school 
manager, visited the village school and tested 
the intelligence of the tlass by his questions. 

His first inquiry was: ‘‘Now, boys, can 
any one of you tell me what naething is?” 

After a moment’s silence a small boy in 


a back seat arose and replied, ‘It’s what ve: 


gi’ed me t’ other day for holdin’ yer horse.’” 
THE WIRES WORKED BADLY 
“What did you say when you proposed to 
mamma, daddy?” 
‘*T proposed by telephone, Geraldine, but 
I had the wrong number.” 
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


The operators at Auburn enjoyed a hike in 


the woods one Sunday in October. The day — 


was spent gathering walnuts, taking pictures 
and playing ball. Dinner was ‘cooked over 
an open camp fire. A running brook sup- 
plied water for the party. In order that all 
might attend, ex-operators, who are now 
‘married, kindly offered their services, which 
were graciously accepted. Such a good time 
was had that before the ‘‘bunch’’ got back 
they had planned another such outing. 
While in Auburn, Miss Alma Potts, travel- 
ing supervisor, was the guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. Homer Lewis at dinner one evening. 
Miss Dorcas MacFarlane, of Auburn, has 
been promoted from rural to line operator. 


GENERAL SHOP AND STOREROOM 
NOTES 


Mr. Hassler has been off duty for a few 
days on account of sickness. 

.The General Shop has produced more tele- 
mhones in the last month than ever before. 
.Let’s get together for a lot more next month. 

H. B. Hensel has just returned from his 
waecation spent at Hastings. 

George Mankle and Walter Kusk have been 
transferred to the Eastern District. 

iLdoyd Wait, M. Ritchey, Fred Clark, and 
&. B. Rogers have been employed during 
the past few days. 

Some of the fellows are taking up the 
night classes at the University of Nebraska. 
A good idea for some of the rest of us. 

We wonder if business keeps F. R. Reeder 
away from the club room these evenings. 

Luther Cobby, recently of France, has just 
Jeft our employ. 

Fay Henderson is off duty on account of 
sickness. 

A. L. Smith has left our forces. 

Lloyd L. Boone, an employee in the Gen- 
eral Shop, passed away recently, after a short 
illness of pneumonia. We extend our deep- 
est sympathy to the bereaved ones in their 
1oss. 


Mrs. Cecil Barrett, of Beatrice, formerly 
Miss Edith Sanmann, operator at York, paid 
the York office at visit, recently. 

Arthur Ledterman, city troubleman at 
Nebraska City, fell from a pole into a tree 
and received injuries that will keep him at 
home for several days. 

Nebraska City has added twenty-one new 
‘telephones to her list during October. 

'* A. M. Thornton, foreman at Nebraska City, 
is quite ill of appendicitis. 

Miss Catherine Mapes is a new student in 
the Traffic Department at Nebraska City. 

Misses Whited, Tourville and Omacht, of 
‘tthe Nébraska City traffic department, at- 
‘tended a Hallowe’en party in Shenandoah, 
Iowa, October 31, and report having had a 
‘gloriously good time. 

Because of the illness of her mother, Miss 
‘Violet Abernathy has returned to Nebraska 
City and is again at work in the traffic 
‘department. 

Mrs. Sibyl Brandt, chief operator at Neb- 
raska City. was presented a boquet of beau- 
tiful carnations by the girls in her depart- 
ment. For once, she was surprised into 
=Speechlessness. 


Miss’ Alice Parmenter, night chief opera- 
tor at Nebraska City, is taking a vacation, 
which she is spending in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. Miss Nina Wright is working nights 
for Miss Parmenter. 

The following girls at Nebraska City have 
enrolled in the ‘Traffic Correspondence 
School: Misses Julia Coffey, Julia Dillman, 
Hazel Finley, Helen Fritz, Alice Harmon, 
Leota Higgins, Ramona Holmes, Anna Kis- 
sell, Elizabeth Marquis, Ruth Metz, Thresa 
Omacht, Jocie Thompson and Margaret 
Tourville. 

Can you imagine a bunch of girls alone 
in a room with eight live mice? Nebraska 
City girls are heroines. Anyway they set a 
small trap and caught them all. Had to take 
them out of the trap as fast as they caught 
one, too, for it would catch but one at a 
time. Some girls! 

Two farmers near Nebraska City have 
acknowledged to having received good ser- 
vice during October. 

Miss Rethal Stanley, formerly an ‘‘A’”’ op- 
erator at Beatrice, who was operated on for 
appendicitis at the Mennonite Hospital at 
Beatrice, Tuesday, October, 14, is back at 
work in the Pickrell office. 

Miss Olga McGirr, Beatrice supervisor, 
Spent the week end in Omaha, recently. 

Miss Vern Emerick, of the Fairbury com- 
mercial office, visited the Beatrice office one 
day during this month. 

Mrs. Bertha Sharp nee McNabb is back 
at work in the Beatrice traffic department. 
Everybody jis glad to have her back and from 
all indications she is glad to get back. 

Miss Mary Wherry, who has just recently 
been re-employed by the Beatrice traffic de- 
partment, was off several days this month, 
after having had an operation on her throat 
and head. 

Mrs. Mabel Neal, night operator at David 
City, has been on the sick list. 

Mrs. Esther Hunter, line operator at David 
City ,entertained the operators at her resi- 
dence on October 30. The evening was very 
pleasantly spent in music and playing games. 
At a late hour delicious refreshments were 
served, after which the guests departed for 
their homes, having had a very enjoyable 
time. 

Mr. C. H. Wood, of Valparaiso. has been 
transferred to the David City office as its 
manager. ‘‘Welcome to you, Mr. Wood.’’ 

Miss Alma E. Potts. formerly chief opera- 
tor at Beatrice. left the employ of the Com- 
pany, October 31, to be married to Mr. Elmer 
S. Barr, of Liberty. We don’t know the date 
of the wedding, but are sure that it is to 
be soon. Miss Potts has been a loyal, zeal- 
ous and industrious employee of the Tele- 
phone Company for several years, having 
worked in the central, western and southern 
districts in almost every capacity from line 
operator at Lincoln to chief operator at 
Seward, Nebraska City and Beatrice. Dur- 
ing this last summer she spent a great deal 
of her time as a traveling supervisor and is 
therefore known at every exchange in the 
southern district. Her friends of the tele- 
phone family hereby wish Miss Potts all hap- 
piness in her future life and congratulate the 
fortunate Mr. Barr. 


Se ee 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL. 
R. H. Elliott and A. S. Stoker, Instructors 
THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Previously Since Total to Average 


Reported Last Date Grade 


Report 
Answers to Lesson LI........--.2-..2...:---:cseeceeeeeseeteeeee 451 12 463 9634 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson No. L........... 440 10 450 Ae He 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson No. L......- 309 8 317 971, 
PANS WETS ILOMMCS SOM le seee nee near San 333 8 341 98 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson II..............-....- 235 14 DAG ow Anise 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson II................ 143 4 147 951% 
“Answers to Lesson) [ll 2232 ee 149 7 156 93 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson I[II........ A aaa 152 7 Sto PAT RN cts 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I[II........... 101 2 103 98 
Answers to Lesson IV............2--.--------------- pei Waal tS 87 10 97 961, 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson IV................ 75 18 OS anh yd Weds 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV............ 61 1 62 97 
IANS WETS EbOMMESSOMNNV erect rere ene ee eensaneas 54 5 59 98 
Attended Demonstration of Lesson V......-........-...- 0 51 BT Mian ewes 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson V..........-...-- 0 21 21 97 
PHENTOL TRANSPOS/T/ON ow 


TYPE L TVPE 2 
L | | PANTO 
mae Te re | a IM 
; ! 
" TYPES Fees EE WTS tron ay Uda Ave deed Nee ph 
STRAIGHT AND PHANTOM TRANSPORTATIONS 


C. DONLEY 


The word transposition meras the act of changing places. In the telephone business, applied 
to line construction, it means the changing of the order or positions of the wires. There are twe 
kinds of transpositions; the straight transposition that has to do with the individual circuit and 
the phantom transposition which has to do with two circuits. — y 

The straight transposition, commonly called the “Murphy transposition, is made in a single 
circuit, the wires exchanging positions on the cross arm. Its purpose is to effect a balance by 
neutralizing any currents that may be induced upon the circuit by other currents carrying conductors. 
This neutralization of induced currents effectually prevents cross talk and also tends to reduce the 
noise where the induced currents are due to power or electric light lines. The prevention of cross 
talk is a large item in the telephone business because without this prevention by transposing, it 
would be impossible to use the cable form of distribution or even to run open wires parallel for any 
considerable distance. It does Boy, matter how oy the wires are bunched, if they are insulated 
osed, there wi e no cross 5 
any FE Srase tata teansposition is a transposition of the two pairs of wires or two circuits. _The 
‘circuits exchange positions on the cross arm at every phantom transposition. This transposition 
has no effect on the physical circuits so far as noise or cross talk with each other is concerned, but 
has to do with the obtaining of a third circuit, called the | phantom’ circuit. ; ; 

“Most of us understand that by equipping two physical circuits with repeating coils at the 
terminating ends and by making connections as shown in the sketch, a third circuit known as the 
phantom will be obtained. From the four wires making up the so called “physical” circuits, three 
circuits are derived. The use of the word’phantom” as a name for this third circuit is misleading, 
because it is just as physical, in fact, more so than the two SO called ‘‘physicals.”” A glance at the 
sketch shows that each physical requires but two wires while in, the case of the phantom all four 
are used. This large amount of copper wire in the phantom circuit (twice as much as in either 
physical) accounts for the fact that the phantom is the better talking circuit of the three. 

In addition to the installing of coils at the office ends, it was found necessary to phantom 
transpose the two physical circuits at regular intervals to prevent noise and cross talk on the phantom 
circuit. Elaborate schemes have been worked out and improved until now they are well nigh perfect. 
In laying out these schemes, it was found that more than one type of phantom transposition was 
‘necessary. In fact, the latest and best scheme provides for four types of transposition. For the benefit 
-of those who are familiar with this class of work, a sketch has been prepared. 

You will note that in all the four types the circuits cross over one another but that in: 

Type 1 both circuits transpose within themselves. 

Type 2 the circuit on Pins 1 and 2 transposes within itself. 

Type 8 the circuit on Pins 3 and 4 transposes within itself. 


T 4 neither circuit transposes within itself. | : , . 
He gegiee a good phantom circuit the two physical circuits must balance. Any unbalance will 


—— ee ~ 3 


cause the phantom to be noisy and to cross talk with the physical or side circuits. To obtain this 
balance, the transposition scheme must be properly cut; the physical circuits must be of appproxi- 
mately the same resistance and be free of ground and of loose connections. A ground on either 
side circuit will ground one side of the phantom and cause it to be noisy. A cross between the side 
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circuits will short circuit the phantom. A loose connection will cause the phantom to cross talk A a 
with the side circuit that has the loose connection. The capacity of the side circuits must be nearly 7; Av'g Same NORTHERN DISTRICT 
the same, consequently the addition of capacity to one side circuit due to it becoming crossed with a umber - er Mo.last , 
foreign wire will affect the balance and cause the phantom to be noisy. An open side circuit opens Phones el. Qr. Av’g Same 
one side of the phantom. In case only one wire of the side circuit breaks, the phantom becomes Central District ..............-.---: 18650 82 43 Number Per Mo.last 
noisy due to the side circuits being unbalanced in resistance. So far as I know, the only trouble Southern District............-.---- 18670 .93 1.14 Phones Tel. Qr. 
on a Side circuit that will not affect the phantom is a short. . This is because the two wires of the Northern District ................ 13091 .94 1.19 Beaver Crossing ................ 390 93 1.71 
side circuit make up one side of the phantom. Western District ................ 12525 1.32 1217, Bellwood (eee 195 2.13 2.47 
In case of trouble, such as cross talk between the circuits making up a phantom group, the = = Benedicy a 257 17 1.99 
offce equipment and the line circuits should be carefully checked. If the trouble is not located Totalsatv Sees 62936 .82 .94 Bie EUW least noutennesseeemececeseenecart 309 1.57 1.81 
the next step would be to check the transpositions. A Standard Transposition Section is eight Bretard wa eanaeenennccsncenesennse nese ee 237 24 44 
miles long so a print showing the transposition scheme in use on that particular section will be needed. \4 UNO _ ....----.-ceeeeessser--nceeeeeee 123 20 1.12 
Such a print may be obtained from the Engineer’s Office at Lincoln. In making this check, it will (9 a Cedar Bluffs .._.....-......... 331 -58 .58 
be best to climb all phantom transposition poles so that no mistakes will be made as to -the type. | Colon See 143 1.82 1.70 
Remember that where the print calls for a type 4 a type 1 will not do and also that the straight ae Cordova Sottero 204 1:80 .85 
transposition has its place in the phantom transposing scheme. One omitted or one added is wrong and CENTRAL DISTRICT David City 22.2... 912 1.01 1.08 
must be corrected. e . : Dwight yee eee 109 62 1.35 
Transpositions, I understand, should be cut so that they will roll to the pole. Any number of those Beet ete CLE a 373 69 95 eanene sree gt tebe ee 181 2.06 2.61 
nov, inagenvige do not do this, and where the type is correct no change should be made merely to correct (Ofer: (tey BE a eS ee eS 262 85 1.12 Grethinn Wie ASM Nb AG aye ger ze8 
Ao ates Nae : ; View tLe ee ee 476 .88 PB NS te a re a . : 
Regarding the clearing of trouble, if after you have checked the office equipment, the line wires ues taney! NEM Maya 197 2.75 2.68 Deb w obey oyey | oe 175 1.10 -79 
and the transposition scheme the trouble is still in, you have, in my humble opinion, neglected something. Denton he eet 134 2.59 356 Ithaca |) 20s eae ee eee 139 87 1.76 
Greenwo0d  cecccecsecccsscsececeeeeees 216 .99 1.09 Pushin MA Lave ICs nkutstda eo Ns oat 2.28 
Havelock.) ee eee Mea sess 422 .04 108s). Eyer sl Nhs Lb kane aa : 
A CHANCE TO DEVELOP SOBER AND AT WORK Mince Sie 14624-2080 Miltord” kos 
. . e BICOL Wieccscacecectcaetesescanccscepccsusce . . ry 
The great increase in railroad passen- Nebraska has been without saloons for Panama oe. eeeencceeeeeeceeeeeee 187 85 Tee Paes pit Aaah aha ARG eee pe Rapes 
ger fares, amounting in Nebraska to 50 more than two years and the entire na- Ss aC SY Bld. 74 1.15 
per cent where the traveler takes the tion has had none for two or more months. University Place ..............-- 1071 «39 32 Shelby. SE ORS eae Ee i fe 3 ie 
ordinary coach and 75 per cent where he It is possible that none of the youths Waverly -.---------eerceseeresenees: 220 -85 89 atromshure JEN LA Lb, er 54 73 
Higes aoe ulnar, Puls sup arog telephoned shore inthe future yin thislcountrys wall 18650, MYM meZ IN (SABA lamateiege. Sati T NeeaNaeiMigagy (A age UMM Elie 
managers an opportunity to develop toll yer know what these liquor selling Utica ae 327 482.84 
; t @aiparaiso .......- (east /4 
Dar aire naa ioe ae Pane places looked like save as they may be ASSN atk bse Aa Ty ae ae Figs 
means less use of the railroads by busi- +..seryed in motion or other pictures. Wahoo) es eae 947 .60 15 
ness houses and salesmen. Tt t } bd ee werk seporbrers pote ttt ee 47 50 
: : e nation 1S more pr : Uta diet AW Pe RP ARNE RE: 231 "87 
Not only will the number of trips a Lee Rte aN ila ea aoe anitisy | SOUTHERN DISTRICT ES Vy IU ad Ud 
salesman takes over his usual territory of the men an formerly patronized theta Adams wae dehon tien ccaceatasscohabaverede 829 AT TT District ae ROOT 13091 94 1 19 
be curtailed, but he will be inclined to cut ES ATT el PU Aa eet SE RE OAT NS ee ae me 
out the smaller towns where small orders P art Sa hibition sermon but merely a Benirice RO ANT Oe o6Ts “AB ‘45 
are inevitable. He will not need, how- 152° # Pro Fi BOY Hr A a he Atl ih Broek cece 184-297 8.28 ——$$$$_______ 
ever, if telephone managers are alert and 872Shim& of an oppo Baht aes Muah Mao aM a are) aiver.o Wel tas 
prepared to educate him, reduce the vol- M™0?@?- A os Clatonia pe Atay SAR 128 1.57 2.36 
i i 4 nturies the world’s 0) | ees ere teen 0 : . 
ume of his sales. The telephone us large For a good Og IENY eS 3 ; linked Crab Orchard .........2.............- 300 1.77 1.30 WESTERN DISTRICT 
ly used now by the jobber in advising idea of a good time was inseparably linke DENVGLE jak ew 366 52 53 . 
customers of anything special or in quot- up with alcoholic stimulation. That idea a ee weve en cneteeesecnatecrencaceneeees i ae ee Belvidere eee: SALE AO Se iy 2.18 1.26 
ing current market prices on stuff more was that the only way in which to make Elk Grol ann ane 140 4.34 3.24 Clay OCinter ane Te ad 396 1.24 ae 
or less perishable. Customers, of their the world look rosy was to observe it pmnwood ae See ea BEE ie mee Detch estes ay a 424 1.22 87 
D : +4. yy ees) Be A ieee. 4 SOD}. )§ Mdgar)).23eb Sea er fia 
own accord, call up the jobber when they through a glass of some amber fluid with Filley if PEA RA UATE FOR 122 8.90 3:44) Exeter me newt) lias 400 ree rie 
need something in a hurry. a, kick to it. In other words, we had to Humboldt HA A) 18 eee ae ek ae Hamel WMT DTA UP 397 1.12 1.18 
. : ; cojenatefayeh! 9, 2 ab Ses ee ee : . BITMON by tes. tee ee 59 2.05 ' 
Jobbers know, much better than do have some ‘outside stimulation. } The THA is Sil lo Men Me 957 1.43 D00N Abriend/| mu wi NL nd 627 “its en 
their customers, the value of good toll world is already finding out that it.can ‘ Oe barre AL ALL RTE Precuntaitize Lh aioniy Males aN bn nin | PON ast, WUaREG tinaree 
service and its use in quickly and cheaply be happier by being sober, and the time ERE Lan | OME) 1212), Leda A lORA | eraeeon NU. ck IML AL Uhvee AMBMaISeN WEES 
transacting business. What they need to will come when we will also find out that | Nemaha Oe MN a 198 ee ae peed RG ALT ha ET, A 161 3.53 2.98 
do now is to educate more of their cus- real pleasure isn’t to be found by a wild H PEEL MUAY alr tage yl ToltSIA iy (LAN HTeetiniey MMC RBINT ai Te TA nee PAE a be 
tomers to call them when they need goods chasing here and there, where it is ad- \! Eieliral ere a a aa ree Hea aah eo PAA ee 8 PPT 576 1.36 1.02 
and not wait for a salesman to come  vertised to be found, but in the companion- BEE MN MCL NaN 7a OOD KA lap MMiligench' c SAMURbcm SC Creal Mua PaNieRes 
around. What the telephone managers ship of our friends and the exchange of Steinauer VS PE ay 224 1.69 5.26 Ong RM el il END 247 90 90 
need to do is to educate the jobbers and helpful kindnesses and in the develop- See. WPM LT AWE ER f Neuen Mod Nil depo, Prodan cath Whee Seer ace 2 Ok LBs 
their sales forces to the money-saving ment of our social and intellectual re- ualnage PUSS ER Ae ae ae 255 ee deg Red oud raepecterbanben see tareeeceret 244 91 83 
sai hi liti j Ton] 1 ectlmAeh” sha beset ne eect 849 d a SALOTLY 11] Gen eusenseeeeee aoe 171 ; 
possibilities in enlarging their use of the — sources. PURER hull th UAW No ke 243 Maye) 1.38)! Shicklayv A achat Ur gap" iy pia kee 
toll service. Weeping Water ...0..........-.- 483 .96 88> * (Strang) © 2 She) Oe Ble Ta oti 78 7.07 2.59 
\AiAll ey cry PAs Sees EE SE 548 .55 Oi MAISUDETIONS sili eee te ee 912 “98 ry 
Wymore ..... aA eae 552 .09 16) Vb Sutton Hea eA plas ant 643 1.69 2.65 
. IONS, MR. MANAGER ee tee 5 
THIS IS THE MONTH TO CLEAN UP ON COLLECTIONS, ian a re eae TL aE ies Ayia 
: 
; 
| 
: 
‘ a , es ree , s' oe fats eo ode 2B. ees us At Pa de us A ie Ob A "9 Rea A. cee A A weeew foes = ; , 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, OCTOBER, 1919 


Good 

Jo %o %o % Out 

Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 

, CENTRAL DISTRICT 
25 Lincoln.................. Miss A. Scouller.............. 154 143 12.4 15.1 24,770 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
18 Ashland................. Mrs. C. Hood......._.........- 8.4 14.4 14.4 9.8 1,877 
15 David City............ Miss A. Sievers............ : 9.4 4.77 18.3 11.2 1,747 
4 Dorchester....... Miss A. Simpson............ 5.1 4.9 0.0 4.8 T1L 
3 Friend................... Miss A. Haberman........ 4,9 4.8 5.0 48 1,088 
7 Louisville............. Miss M. Twiss.............. x 6.1 10.7 10.6 7.9 853 
8 Plattsmouth........ Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 7.0 9.0 10.0 8.0 2,198 
8A  Seward.................- Miss N. Gumbel.............. 70 40 7.0 7.0 2,545 
12 Wahoo................... Miss Lilly Johnson......... 8.0 6.4 9.7 8.6 2,133 
18 W. Water........... Miss M. McNamee........ 10.8 59 11.2 10.3 1,082 
- Total or Average... .ecceicccceseeeees 7.7 7.4 10.1 8.5 14,234 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 

GL 4 1keewe Mrs. M. Beal.................... A 4.3 8.2 7.9 853 
5 PXCteree nee Mrs. R. Alley.................- | 5.4 3.2 0.0 D.3 938 
14 Fairmont.........-..... Miss E. Prescott............ 9.2 7.8 11.0 10.0 790 
ily Geneva.................. Miss Viola Richeson...... 10.2 108 123 10.8 2,145 
7 Harvard................ Miss FE. Hein.................... 6.8 9.5 11.8 5.4 617 
19 Hastings......-....... -Miss H. Richeson............ 10.9 11.2 21.5 12.0 9,926 
14A Hebron ..........0.... Miss M. McKenzie.......... 9.4 8.5 14.5 1153 974 
24 Osceola.............-.... Miss F. Gillispie.............. 13.4 7.2 15.3 18.0 794 
21 Red Cloud............ Miss L. Barrett.............. 12.0 116 151 13.4 745 
24A Stromsburg.......... Miss F. Roberts............. 13.4 11.2 1381 138.1 648 
22 Superior................ Miss M. Atwater............ 124 111 166 13.3 3,020 
10 Sutton ee Miss M. McDonald.......... 7.2 0.0 9.7 6.5 71712 
20 YOLK eset tae bela Miss Sarah Horn............ 11.2 8.8 138.2 11.4 3,289 
Total or Average...............20002:ccece-0--- 10.2 101 13.6 11.2 25,481 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffic Chief 
1 Auburn................. Miss C. Wolfe ...............- 3.9 4.2 7.4 49 2,737 
138A Beatrice................. Miss A. Potts.................. 94 106 12.6 9.9 6,051 
ZA IDe Witt. 2 ee ow Miss L. Gehrt..................- 8.0 8.0 13.0 12.0 638 
16 Fairbury.............. Miss M. Klitzing............. 10.1 9.0 14.7 106 2,944 
9  Humboldt............. Miss C. Gillan............... w 71 64 0.0 7.5 1,078 
23 Nebraska City.....Miss S. Brandt................ 12.5 OL AZe 12.0) 135228 
6 Syracuse..............- Miss E. Seelhoff............. 5.9 8.2 9.2 6.8 937 
1A Tecumseh............. Miss E. Smith.................. 3.9 8.6 13.4 8.4 1,108 
234A Wilber-22-2- Miss M. Mashek.............. 12.5 5.7 6.9 10.3 850 
2 Wymore................ Miss R. MeNelly............. 4.6 5.0 8.5 6.0 1,869 
Total or Average. .oio........cccccccccccccceececececeeeee 8.6 7.9 11.3 10.4 20,940 
Total or Average for September 12.8 115 17.1 18.1 85,941 
-Total or Average for Octobev........ 10.2 99 11.8 11.3 85,425 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Mr. Henry Ames, of the Lincoln auditing 
department, has returned from his vacation. have been employed as relief operators at 
Mrs. Lahr has been added to the book- the Seward exchange. 
keeping force at Lincoln. Ethel Opper, who was recently trans- 
Misses Mable and Emma Harmon, of the ferred from David City to the Seward traffic 
Lincoln auditing department, were off several department, was absent from duty the last 
days on account of the death of their sister, week in October, while attending the wed- 


Mrs. L. Rider. We extend our, deepest sym- ding of her cousin in Gibbon, Nebraska. 
pathy to them in their bereavement and loss. 


Misses Luella Mostaff and Martha Zellany 


Pp 
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...C. H. Wood, formerly ewner of the Valpar- 
niso Co., who has been apvointed manager at 
David City 


Miss Foster, of the Plattsmouth exchange, 
spent several days the last of October, visit- 
ing home folks at Seward. 


Esther Hakenbery has been employed at 
Plattsmouth to fill the vacancy made by 
Sadie Dooley. , 


Mr. Brown, of Greenwood, former manager 
at Plattsmouth, visited the office the last of 
October and left a lovely box of candy for 
the operators. We are always glad to see 
Mr. Brown, whether he brings candy or not, 
so come again. 

Sadie Dooley left for her home at Palmer, 
Nebraska, after almost a year’s service with 
the Company. 

On October 8, the operating force at Platts- 
mouth surprised Mrs. Hallie Perry by step- 
ping in without an invitation. Mrs. Perry 
was formerly Miss Grace Paxton, operator at 
Plattsmouth. <A very pleasant evening was 
spent playing games and telling fortunes, if 
some happen to prove true, Mrs. Wallick will 
be looking for a new force. Last, but not 
least on the program, comes the eats, <A 
dainty three course luncheon. At this time 
Mrs. Perry was presented with a hand 
painted sugar and creamer. All left at it 
late hour and voted Mrs. Perry a royal en- 
tertainer. 

The Misses Hansen, Markinson and Mrs. 
Peterson, Lineoln operators, spent Sunday 
Visiting Mrs. Gerdes, nee Heiser, of Hallam, 

Miss Anna Seymour, Lincoln supervisor, 
has been helping out at University Place, 
for the last month. 

Miss Ruth Peaten, line opérator, has been 
transferred to Mr. Gann’s office for several 
months to help out on some clerical work. 


CLUB ROOM CORNER 


The long looked for ‘‘Smoker’” to the re- 
turned soldier boys is to materialize at last. 
The boys responded liberally on the _ sub- 
scription list, no soldiers being allowed to 
contribute, and the entertainment will be 
held on Saturday .evening, November 22. 
Our slogan for this event will be ‘Good 
Smokes; Good Eats; Good Fellowship.” All 
male employees are cordially invited. 

It is proposed to hold a competitive party 
one evening each week having games of 
pitch, cribbage and pool. The boys are asked 
to register for any or all of these at the 
Smoker and the names will be used alpha- 
betically for the games each week. This will 
be a novel change and is expected to create 
a greater interest in the kindness of the 
Company in providing entertainment for its 
employes as the club room affords. 


. On October 31, the departments of the 
Wymore exchange had a Hallowe’en party 
in the B. O. F. L. E. Hall. The decorations 
were of hoodoo effect suitable for the occas- 
sion, due credit being given to Mrs. Mc- 
Nelly and her able force of operators. A 
great many came masked. Mrs. Freer, 
manager, was accompanied by her escort, 
Mrs. McNelly. The evening was spent in 
dancing and social chats. Glen Patton ren- 
dered several vocal selections accompanied 
by Miss Lucille Stierwalt. Emery Owens 
came down from Tobias to enjoy himself for 
a few hours, having previously been em- 
ployed here. 

At a late hour plates were laid for thirty 
and all partook heartily. They all report 
having spent an enjoyable evening. 


Glen Patton, of Wymore, was recently 
married to Miss Rusten. All wish him suc- 
cess and happiness. 


The operators at Wymore have learned 
that Miss Bess Roberts, assistant chief oper- 
ator, has been caught in cupid’s net and cal- 
culate a shower for her in the near future. 

The entire office at David City are mourn- 
ing the loss of their beloved manager, Miss 
Nellie Crosswhite, who died in a Lincoln hos- 
pital, October 20. 

Mr. Hughes, manager of the Community 
Theatre at David City, gave the operators 
the opportunity to attend the theatre any 
night during the last week, in appreciation 
of the good service rendered. 


The Plattsmouth operators held one grand 
spooky time on Hallowe’en night, at 8:45. 
They went in a body to the Bgenberger 
home, About a half block from the house 
they were met by a white clad figure who 
eonducted them through the cellar to the 
rooms above. Pumpkins, witches, in fact 
everything, was there that would add to the 
occasion. At eleven o’clock all the lights 
went out and they were told to go through 
the hall and into the dining room. It was 
on this trip spooks were in evidence. The 
shrieks and cries for help were almost piti- 
ful. After this trying ordeal the guests were 
ushered into the dining room and sat down 
to a real Hallowe’en supper. At twelve 
thirty all left wishing’ these little gatherings 
would come more often. 


The following operators at Seward have 
enrolled for the Toll Correspondence Course: 
Leona Henderson, Gladys Langenheim, Alma 
Miers, Mildred Gumbel, Alma Anderson and 
Ethel Opper. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Teleghaph Com- 
pany has purchased a lot in Seward and on 
the same will erect a new modern fire proof 
telephone building. It will consist of two 
full stories and basement and will be 2 
modern building in all its construction and 
equipment. 

Chas. Nutzman, who is employed at the 
Beatrice exchange, was promoted to District 
Plant Chief Clerk for the southern district. 
This is an important position as he will have 
clerical supervision over a number of good 
towns in this district. Chas. is the son of 
Judge L. J. Nutzman, of Fairbury. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany has purchased the property of the 
Peru Telephone Company at Peru, Nebraska, 
effective October ist, 1919. J. O. Howell has 
been appointed manager of the Peru ex- 
change and Hope Adams as chief operator. 

Miss Hazel Seip has been employed in the 
Lincoln commercial office. 

Miss Anna Sharfogel, of the Lincoln con- 
tract department, resigned October 21. 

G. T. Sprecher, Lincoln, enjoyed a ten 
days’ vacation the latter part of October. 


Miss Nellie Crosswhite, for the past year 
cashier in the company’s office at David City, 
died at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Lincoln, on 
October 21, following an operation for ap- 
pendicitis. Those who know her personally 
certainly feel a distinct personal loss in the 
death of Miss Crosswhite, for she had only 
to be known to be loved and respected. In 
her work for the company Miss Crosswhite 
proved herself to be trustworthy and un- 
usually capable. , 

A brief service was held at the undertax- 
ing chapel, Wednesday afternoon, October 
22, at which Rev. E. N. Tompkins, pastor of 
the Trinity M. E. Church, officiated. Mrs. 
Brewster accompanied by Mrs. Kimball sang 
two numbers. Following the service Frank 
McDowell took the body to Nevada, Missouri, 
Miss Crosswhite’s birth place, for burial. 


The following subscribers of the Friend 
exchange treated the operators to apples and 
candy in appreciation of good service: BE. M. 
Dorwart, L. A. Thompson, H. E. Milton, L. 
L. Baerthel, Geo. E. Larson. 

On October 10 occurred the death of Dr. 
Farwell, at Friend. He was a true friend 
of every employe at that exchange and is 
missed very much. Often-times he came to 
the office just to say ‘hello’ to central. 

The Misses Clara Klein and Fern Wiche- 
nour, operators at Friend, spent one Sunday 
last month visiting friends at Hastings. 

C. Haberman, manager, and Miss Anna 
Haberman, chief operator, both of the Friend 
exchange, took in the Nebraska-Notre 
Dame football game at Lincoln—(at least 
we suppose the manager went down to the 
game.) 

Miss Clara Shunk, operator at Friend, 
spent one day last month in Lincoln shop- 
ping. 

Miss Tillie Larsen, book-keeper at Friend, 
spent her vacation in Omaha. 

We'll admit that Manager Haberman, of 


14 THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


Friend, is the luckiest guy to get caught in 
the rain when he leaves town on Sunday in 
his Ford. 

The girl employes of the Wahoo office 
celebrated the night of ‘‘witches, owls and 
ghosts,’”’ in the operators’ rest room. The 
room was appropriately decorated for the 
occasion and the girls—well, you would never 
have known them, as they were “‘little’”’ girls 
once again. The evening was spent in eat- 
ing popcorn, bobbing for apples and telling 
ghost stories. At a late hour a two-course 
luncheon was served, the ice cream being 
donated by the Company, which was greatly 
appreciated by the girls. 

W. Thorgrimson, district commercial man- 
ager, was off several days the first of Nov- 
ember on account of illness. 


The following operators graduated from 
the Traffic Correspondence School during the 
month of October: Lois MacFarlane, Minnie 
MacFarlane, Doris Snow, Stella Clark, Nellie 
Shanks, Auburn; Mary Wherry, Beatrice; 
Bertha Havel, Red Cloud; Lily Johnson, 
Wahoo: Lucille Stierwalt; Wymore, and Ella 
Ransom, Wahoo. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany has purehased the property of the 
Valparaiso Telephone Company, at Val- 
paraiso, Nebraska. Mr. L. B. Neiman has 
been appointed manager of the Valparaiso 
exchange and Mrs. Neiman as chief operator. 

Miss Gretchen Reeder, of the Lincoln 
auditing department, has returned from her 
vacation, which was spent in Fremont and 
Omaha. 


Truck No. %70—Southern District and its 
driver, L. H. Bishop. 


‘. 
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Mr. Kilmer, of the Lincoln office, is doing 
some special work for the Company at Ne- 
braska City. 

It is rumored that the Lincoln auditing 
department may lose one of its supervisors, 
if the ‘‘Butcher’’ business is profitable for 
the next few months. 

J. H. Haberman, manager at Bellwood, en- 
joyed a two days’ visit with home folks at 
Friend, the latter part of October. 

Alfred Noutkes, lineman at Octavia “‘must’”’ 
get to Bellwood every Saturday night. Keep 
coming, Alfred, we like to see you. 

A farmer in Seward county says that a 
cow will give purple milk if fed on black- 
berries. The same cow ought to furnish pink 
lemonade if fed on cherries and thus become 
a valuable adjunct to county fairs. 

Subscriber, asking for time of day, “‘Cen- 
tral, please give me the amount of time.” 

The girls of the traffic and commercial de- 
partments at Seward observed Hallowe’en 
by having a party at the home of Nellie and 
Mildred Gumbel. The girls came dressed in 
costumes fitting the occasion. Games, for- 
tunes and fun took up the evening, after 
which lunch was served consisting of potato 
salad, sandwiches, pickles, pumpkin pie, 
doughnuts and coffee, after which the guests 
were invited to sit around a wierd light and 
Served pop corn. Witches, black cats, owls, 
bats and jack-o’-lanterns, in keeping with 
the day, comprised the decorations. The 
guests departed at a late hour declaring they 
had had the best time ever. 

Mr. Charles and Duane Marcotte, of the 
Lincoln auditing department, went duck 
hunting the latter part of October. They re- 
ported a good find of ‘‘chickens,’’ not ducks. 

Goldie Graham and Vera Hatchett, of 
Havelock, have enrolled in the Correspond- 
ence Course. . 

Miss Vera Hatchett, assistant chief opera- 
tor at Havelock, helped out during the traffic 
shortage in David City, last month. 

Goldie Graham, of Havelock, has been 
helping out in the University Place office 
for the last two weeks. ‘ 

Esther Graham. Ruth Messersmith and 
Alma Howell, of Havelock, visited the Uni- 
versity Place office last month. 

Miss Esther Graham, of Havelock, has a-- 
cepted a position as price clerk at the Bur- 
lington store house. ; 

Mrs. Gladys Rindall has been employed in 
the traffic department at Havelock. 

Half holidays for the purpose of duck hunt- 
ing are being granted to some members of 
the Lincoln auditing department, possibly 
as a recompense for the overtime they put 
in. Is that right, Pinkey? 

Edward Dorland, Jr., formerly with the 
plant department at Humboldt, has resumed 
his studies in the senior class of the Hum- 
boldt high school. 

Company officials who visited the Hum- 
boldt exchange during October were lL. E. 
Hurtz, R. BE. Mattison, M. T. Caster, R. O. 
Parks, W. H. Caman, J. J. Pugsley, Mr. 
Dobbs and C. L. Walker. 

Harry Norton and R. D. Dalton have been 
employed in the plant department at Hum- 
boldt. ' 

Mrs. A. lL. Swanson treated the operators 
at Friend to doughnuts and coffee. 


. 
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Mrs. Myrtle Preston, night operator at 
Friend, spent a few days in Lincoln shopping. 

Miss Alma Potts, of Beatrice, made a 
pleasant call at the Lincoln office, recently. 

Anna Enns, operator at Wahoo, was trans- 
ferred to the Lincoln office, the latter part 
of October. 

The Wahoo office has a bran new assiStant 
manager in the person of young Roger Man- 
ners, who arrived the 13th of October. 

Mrs. Wallick, traveling chief operator, 
visited the Wahoo office a few hours last 
month. We are always glad to have Mrs. 
Wallick pay us a visit even though it be a 
‘flying’ one. 

Miss Cora Fountain, who leaves for 
Winner, South Dakota, to make her home, 
Was given a pleasant surprise by the’ York 
operators. She was presented with a set of 
hand embroidered doilies as a token of their 
esteem. Refreshments were served. 

Mrs. Morton, who has been in York, the 
guest of Miss Horn, left for her home in 
Denver. Miss Horn, accompanied her as 
far as Omaha and while in that city visited 
the different telephone exchanges. 

The night operators at York, Miss Mildred 
Johnson and Miss Clara Flick, were pre- 
sented with a box of candy in appreciation 
of good service. 

Miss Ella Conrad, formerly an operator at 
David City, has been employed at York. 

Miss Lulu Stephens, of Friend, has been 
employed as a student operator at York. 

Miss Grace Dreibelbis, of York, spent Sun- 
day, October 19, at Hastings, where she at- 
tended the wedding of her friend, Miss 
Coulter. 

On Friday night, October 31, the employes 
of all three departments at York, enjoyed a 
Hallowe’en party in Mrs. Plumb’s spacious 
attic. Ghosts and witches were in abund- 
ance all the way up three flights of stairs, 
where they found the wire chief. Mr. Coffen- 
daffer, in the role of gypsy fortune teller. 
To make the scene more spooky the only 
lights were jack ’o lanterns. Games suitable 
for the occasion, such as popcorn contests, 
doughnut contests, airplane flights, etec., af- 
forded plenty of amusement. Our mana- 
ger, Mr. Young. usually so stern, looked any- 
thing but dignified bobbing for apples in a 
tub of water. Refreshments, consisting of 
doughnuts, coffee, pumpkin pie and apples, 
were served by the girls of the traffic de- 
partment. 

The switehroom foree at Lineoln have not 
heard from F. M. Smith. who was enroute to 
Tos Angeles hv automobile, since September 
30. He was then at Neeedles, California. We 
are auite anxious to know whether or not he 
arrived safely. 

Lester Gjerman has resigned his position 
in the switchroom. He is going east, but 
his destination and occupation are uncertain. 

Some of the “tender skinned’ inside men 
in the switchroom who received a 98% grade 
on the sleet storm questions, have com- 
menced to worry on ‘‘where is a good place 
to buy some heavy shoes and sheep lined 
overcoats?”’ 

Miss Blanche Ladner has resigned as as- 
sistant chief operator at David City. 

Misses Emma Sutton and Elsie Stout have 
been employed in the David City offiice, re- 
cently. 
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A party that was very much enjoyed by 
the girls of the commercial and traffic de- 
partments, was given for Mrs. Thrapp in the 
Beatrice rest-room, the evening of October 
30. About 386 were present; games were 
played and two Victrolas furnished music 
for dancing. Sandwiches, cider, popcorn and 
fudge were served. The girls presented 
Mrs. Thrapp with a pearl and diamond La- 
Valliere aS a memento of the occasion and 
a reminder of the girls’ affection. 

After nine years of almost continuous ser- 
vice with the Telephone Company, Mrs. 
Thrapp is moving her family to Julesburg, 
Colorado. She takes with her our regret 
at her departure and our sincere good wishes 
and hopes for a successful future. 

The operators at Humboldt received a five- 
pound box of chocolates, the gift of Mr. M. 
W. Harding. 

Miss Kathleen Goddard, operator at Hum- 
boldt, spent a very pleasant two weeks vaca- 
tion, visiting her parents at Tecumseh an:l 
her sister at Auburn. She also enjoyed an 
auto trip to St. Joseph, Mo., and points in 
Kansas, 

Miss Winnie Mann acted as relief during 
Miss Goddard’s absence. 

C. L. Walker, of Beatrice, installed the 
calculagraph at the Humboldt office, recently. 

Miss Cleo Catlin and Miss Hilma Kissinger, 
operators at Hastings, worked nights during 
the absence of the regular night operators. 

Miss Clemons, ‘‘A’”’ operator at Hastings, 
visited home folks at Harvard .over Sunday. 
Due to heavy rain and bad roads she was 
unable to return until Monday evening. 

Miss Emma Flessner, ‘‘A’’ operator at 
Hastings, has been confined to her home on 
account of iliness. 

Miss Marjorie Haynes, former operator at 
Hastings, has been re-employed, working 
half-time and attending school. 

Miss Louise Kahler, ‘‘A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, resigned to accept a position with the 
Hastings Basket System. 


The Misses Kish and Lanfear, experienced 
operators, have been employed in the Hast- 
ings exchange. Miss Lanfear is a sister of 
Miss Lena Lanfear, who has been with the 
Company more than a year. 

Miss Margaret Mace, operator at Hastings, 
is still confined to her home on account of 
illness. 

Miss Genevieve Pfleiderer, line operator 
at Hastings, enjoyed a short visit from some 
of her friends at Superior. 

The Misses Preston and Seeman, ‘“‘A’”’ op- 
eratois at Hastings, have been working 
nights temporarily. 

Miss Caroline Tilger, P. B. X. operator at 
Hastings, was confined to her home for sev- 
eral days on account of illness. 

Miss Edna Vastine, night operator at Hast- 
ings, was absent from duty Several days on 
account of the illness and death of her little 
nephew. 

The Hastings operators enjoyed a mas- 
querade party at the home of Miss Juniata 
Maryme. The event was also in honor of 
Miss Maryme’s birthday, therefore before un- 
masking, she was compelled to recognize and 
name each person, which was not an easy 
task. Miss Kathryn Hynes was a good: rep- 
resentative as Mutt, in a clown suit, and 
Irene Haynes, as a veteran soldier, was very 
entertaining. A number of ghosts were pre- 
sent. Music, games and dancing were en- 
joved. A eut glass dish was presented to 
Miss Maryme as a birthday remembrance. 

Every employee of the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph Company in Nebraska City is 
engaged in a drive for ‘‘Better Service.”’ 

Al Newman, the good looking wire chief 
at Nebraska City, says nothing ever happens 
to him but work. 

Archie Horner, of Beatrice, is assisting the 
wire chief at Nebraska City. 


Jack Ford came from DeWitt to Nebraska 
Citv to spend last Sunday in a real live town, 
and, incidentally, see his friends. 


Do you get the camouflage? Well, anyway, if some of you employes can beat it we 
would like to see your picture. These mighty nimrods are, H. H. Wheeler, Jr., Ye Editor, 
G, K. Gann and R. E. Mattison. Total results, 57 ducks and 3 mud hens. 
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SAFETY AND COMMON SENSE— 
SUCCESS IN LIFE THR RECOM- 
PENSE. 
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Che Molinags 


At this season of the year, our thoughts naturally ° 


and properly leave the humdrum and more prosaic 
things of life, and are turned toward what might be 
called the more personal and human phases of our en- 
vironment. We sometimes are prone, in the stress 
and anxieties of daily routine, to smother or suppress 
the emotions of the gentler and kindlier side of our 
natures. It is well that in each year we come to a 
period when, following the custom of centuries, the 
days seem set apart in which we should give expression 
to thoughts of cheerfulness and consideration for 
others. . : 

Enter fully into the spirit of the holidays. Do 


not hesitate to add your mite to the aggregate of good 
‘cheer and fellowship which seems to take a more visible 


and concrete form in the holiday season. It will not 
imvolve a loss in dignity, but it will be a, praiseworthy 
declaration of the emotions which you undoubtedly feel. 
The words “Merry Christmas” and “Happy New Year’, 
when coming from the heart, will never grow trite or 
commonplace. Particularly should these sentiments 
find voice in your relations with those of your business 
association. Remember the kindly word for those who 
are near you at bench or desk. It will be a good invest- 
ment and the returns may undoubtedly surprise you. 
The more you aim to make others cheerful the more 
will cheerfulness enter into your own life. 

In the spirit of the season the officials of the Com- 
pany have requested the editor to convey to their asso- 
ciates throughout the territory their holiday greetings. 
They desire, through this medium, to express their 
recognition and appreciation of the loyalty and effi- 
crency of those to whom is due the credit for the present 
satisfactory condition of Company affairs. 
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A CERTAIN RESULT 


The breakdown of the soviet govern- 
ment in Russia is a warning that the 
workers of the world are bound to heed. 
It was founded on the idea that the work- 
ers in an industry were as well fitted 
to operate it and thus take for them- 
selves all of the profits of it as were 
those whose money was invested in it 
and who managed it. It overlooked sev- 
eral cardinal principles of successful 
business. One is that it is just as nec- 
essary to have capital in an industry as 
it is to have labor. Capital is merely 
the portion of wages earned yesterday, 
and saved for today. 

The Russian workers had no savings, 
and they were without vision to know 
that these were necessary to run a bus- 
iness. The other big mistake they made 
was in disregarding the patent fact that 
it is always and invariably good man- 
agement that spells the difference be- 
tween success and failure in any business. 
The commercial beaches are dotted with 
the wrecks of poorly managed businesses. 
The biggest business will go on the rocks 
if it is not properly managed. 

Management is the product of skill 
and experience. It is just as foolish for 
a good plant man to imagine that he can 
manage a telephone business without 
having had schooling in this department 
of the business and an experience that 
combines handling of men and women 
with a kowledge of business details as it 
is for the manager to believe that he 
can make a good plant man unless he 
has come up through that department of 
the industry. 

Workers are entitled to the highest 
possible proportion of the selling price of 
that which they produce. Every fair- 
minded employer desires to see that they 
get it. Practically every dollar of the 
increased revenues of this company de- 
rived from increased rates in the last 
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few years has gone to the workers. That 
part which goes to the men who furnished 
the money that provided the equipment 
has not been increased a dollar. This is 
proof of the desire of the telephone com- 
pany owners that their employes get the 
largest possible part of each dollar that 
comes in. 

Capital, labor and management each 
contribute to the success of every indus- 
try; each is necessary to that success, 
and each is entitled to a proper reward 
for services. That is the basis upon 
which modern industry is operated, and 
it is the only one that insures its con- 
tinuance . 


FOR TWO MONTHS MORE 


The state railway commission has is- 
sued an order continuing in effect until 
January 3lst the Burleson toll schedule, 
and has required all companies that have 
anything to offer in favor of the continu- 
ance of this schedule to do so by Decem- 
ber 18th. The commission is still in- 
vestigating the operations of this sched- 
ule along with the service connection 
charges put into effect by the postmaster 
general when all of the companies were 
under wire control, and it desires further 
time to complete its studies. 

The Burleson toll schedule, with its 
station to station and person to person 
charges, sought to bring about a reform 
in the basic method of toll charges that it 
is fair to assume will not be discarded by 
commissions that desire to hold the even 
balance of judgment between users of 
toll lines. There is no equitable reason 
why a person whose service demands tie 
up the facilities of a company and con- 
sume the time of toll operators longer 
than another should pay no more for it, 
or to put it the other way around why 
a person who is satisfied with a service 
that involves no delay should pay as much 
as one who wants things just so or he 
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won’t talk. It was this inequity in 
charges, as well as putting an end to free 
use of toll service by persons whose 
method of calling formed a code in itself 
and involved no possibility of a charge, 
that the schedule eliminated, and it 
should not be revived in future schedule- 
making. 

Service connection charges are also a 
big step in the right direction. It makes 
no particular difference to a company 
when regulatory commissions guarantee 
proper returns on investments who pays 
the bills, but there is no defense for the 
proposition that the occasional renter 
should not pay for the expenses he 
causes. Statistics of large companies 


show that in less than twelve months. 


after being installed one telephone in 
every three is changed in location or 
moved within its location. This consti- 
tutes an expense that, if not collected 
from the person who causes it, must be 
distributed among all subscribers. That 
is an unfairness regulatory commissions 
should be as prompt to correct as any 
other discrimination in service. 
WHO KNOWS? 

If a man who fought with Canada is a 
Canadian: Then what is the man who never 
fought for any country? 


IF I HAD THE TIME 

Some boys will pick up a good educa- 
tion in the odds and ends of time which 
others carelessly throw away, as one man 
saves a fortune by small economies 
which others disdain to practice. What 
young man is too busy to get an hour a 
day for self-improvement? 

You will never “find” time for any- 
thing. If you want time, you must take 
it. 

If a genius like Gladstone carried 
through life a little book in his pocket 
lest an unexpected moment should slip 
from his grasp, what should we, of com- 
mon abilities, resort to, to save the pre- 
cious moments from oblivion. 

“Nothing is worse for those who have 
business than the visits of those who 
have none,” was the motto of a Scottish 
editor. 

Drive the minutes, or they will drive 
you. Success in life is what Garfield 
called a question of “margins.” Tell me 
how a young man uses the little ragged 
edges of time while waiting for meals or 
tardy appointments, after his day’s work 
is done, or evenings—what opportunity! 
—and I will tell you what that man’s suc- 
cess will be. One can usually tell by his 
manner, the direction of the wrinkles in 
his forehead, or the 
expression of his 
eyes whether he has 
been in the habit of 
using his time to 


not. 
Some squander time, 
some invest it some 
kill it. That pre- 
cious half-hour a day 
which many of us 
throw away, rightly 
used, would save us 
from the ignorance 
which mortifies us, 
the narrowness had 
pettiness which  al- 
ways attend exclu- 
sive application to 
our callings. 

Four things come 
not back—the spoken 
word, the sped ar- 


New Common Battery Switchboard at Osceola exchange. These row, the past life, 
operators, Myrtle Jackson an:l Gladys Nickelson, are responsible and the neglected op- 


for the good service given at that point. 
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portunity.—Success. 
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MAKING TELEPHONE CABLE 

Chemically pure tin and lead, manila 
paper made from the best rope and al- 
most incredibly thin and copper wire so 
thoroly annealed that it is very flexible 
are the components of telephone cable. 
The paper is used to insulate the wire. 
It is wrapped about the copper by ma- 
chinery of a most efficient type. The wire 
is coiled loosely about iron spindles and 
passes through revolving discs on the 
face of each of which is a pad of the 
paper, the result being to wind the paper 
about the wire in an endless spiral. 

Different colored papers are used so 
that it may be easy to distinguish the 
different sizes of wire or the different 
pairs of wire that go into a cable. The 
next process is that of twisting the 
cables in pairs. The wires are again 
placed on iron reels, and pulled by a ‘cap- 
stan through a revolving plate pierced 
by two holes through which the wires 
pass. The machine can be adjusted so 
that the number of twists to the foot 
ean be altered at will. Different lengths 
of twist are used for different sizes of 
wire. 

The next step in the process consists in 
stranding the cable, that is twisting the 
wires around one another. This is done 
by a machine that takes the wires from 
reels and twists them in alternate direc- 
tions around the center pair. The last 
pair is covered with a double wrapping 
of paper. It is now ready for the dry- 
ing out. After being tested to see that no 
breaks have occurred the cables are 
placed in highly-heated gas ovens ard 
kept there for a varying number of hours. 

The sheathing process comes next. A 
container is filled with pigs of lead and 
tin, the latter being three per cent of the 
mixture and heated until the metal is 
molten. The bottom of the container 
opens into the top of the core and die box. 
The core is a pipe through which the 
cable passes. The metal, which has 
cooled to a plastic condition, is forced by 
hyrdaulie pressure through the mold and 
around the cable core, covering it with a 
lead sheath. Afterwards it is electrically 
tested and then the ends sealed with 
paraffin. 

Silk and cotton are used instead of 
paper for certain kinds of cable and wool 
for use on those running between man- 
holes and exchanges. The thickest cables 


contain about 600 pairs, and they can be 
made as long as desired. The Western 
Electric company, whose process, has 
been described, - recently made two 
lengths of thirty-seven pair cables for 
the Western Union that were over a 
mile long. 


WHERE YOU CAN HELP 

Economies of operation are a vital 
necessity in every business organization 
in these days of high prices and conse- 
quent high production costs. The same 
reasons why the individual should prac- 
tice thrift exist to urge it upon business 
organizations. There is this difference, 
however, the individual can cut out some 
of the frills and non-essentials and have 
money in the bank when the year is 
over. 

In the case of the corporation it can- 
not cut salaries or the number of its’ 
employes or the quality of its product 
or the character of its service. To reduce 
wages while the cost of living 1emains 
high would disorganize its force and re- 
duce the quantity and character of the 
output. To reduce the number of workers 
means poorer service also, and to reduce 
the quality of the goods would be even 
more disastrous. 

The business organization, therefore, 
must put it up directly to the employes 
not only to assist in helping figure out 
how production costs may be decreased, 
but also to get behind every movement 
suggested along that line that promises 
results. 

It is an axiom of business organization 
that success in any line is impossible 
without the cordial good-will, desire to 
fully co-operate, the good judgment and 
the loyalty of employes. When this is 
freely given prosperity greets the cor- 
poration and the employe alike, since the 
first must make money before the latter 
can get more money. 

This company desires its employes to 
feel free at all times to make suggestions 
that will improve the service or decrease 
the production costs. The company can be 
thrifty only as its employes stop leaks 
when they see them, devise ways to do 
things better or point out short cuts to 
results. Economies of operation are as 
desirable and necessary for the company 
as the reducing of living costs are to the 
employe. 
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We have with us again, Geo. C. Mann, who 
recently completed a five months’ contract 
with Uncle Sam. George is Test Board man 
at Lincoln, and a good one too. 


HELP CONSERVE COAL 
The employes of the company have 
been so prompt in past emergencies to 
join with a right good will in responding 


‘to the requests of the government to aid 


in its conservation policy, that we feel 
Sure no more than a suggestion is needed 
to secure their co-operation in the work 
of conserving the supplies of coal on 
hand. 

Whatever the merits of the controversy 
between the miners and the operators, the 
fact remains that the present production 
of coal is less than half the normal out- 
put, that hundreds of cities and towns are 
close to the border edge of a fuel famine, 
that many industries have been compelled 
to shut down, and that even the comfort 
and health of many families are menaced. 

In each community a fuel committee 
has been or will be formed, which will 
have control of the distribution of sup- 
plies. This committee, at the present 
writing, has no other power behind it 
than the force of public sentiment. Its 
orders will not be popular, because they 


will interfere with our desire to do as 
we please. 

Each employe of the company will be 
performing a patriotic duty and assist- 
ing in the successful passing of a great 
crisis if he or she will get behind these 
committees, and not only see that they 
are supported by a strong public sen- 
timent, but to assist personally by per- 
sonally conserving in the use of the fuel 
over which they have any control. 

The test of an individual comes under 
conditions such as these which are now 
upon us. Consideration for others, a de- 
sire to help prevent any breakdown in in- 
dustry, a wish to save people from suffer- 
ing and cold will impel every humane and 
helpful individual to sacrifice their own 
comfort and convenience and to conserve 
in the use of fuel. 1 


BUG PROOF PHONE SETS 


Bug-proof telephones are one of the 
latest developments of the manufactur- 
er’s art. They are made for use in the 
tropical countries where the houses stand 
upon poles and are not very strongly 
built. Little protection is given them 
from the great changes in the atmos- 
phere, where a chilly rain is immediate- 
ly followed by a rise in temperature. 

An extra backboard protects the wir- 
ing, the wire is heavily enameled, and 
connectors are mounted on micarta in- 
sulations instead of wood. The tropics 
are alive with insect life. Ants are par- 
ticularly numerous, and they regard a 
telephone, apparently, with the same 
kindly feeling as the average American 
does a Pullman while traveling. The 
ants take up their habitation in the in- 
struments in the tropics and make nests 
and lay eggs. One particular family had 
the habit of bringing in clay for the 
purpose of.nest building, and this being 
wet there was trouble right off. 

A special type of equipment in which 
there are no orifices for the insects to 
crawl through and which resist the cli- 
matic changes has been turned out. This 
was a big job, because not only had the 
ants to be barred, but the instrument 
had to be constructed electrically so that 
the humidity changes would not affect 
the circuits. Ordinary binding posts, for 
instance, had to be abandoned, and 
some substitute for wood that would not 
absorb water had to be devised. 
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BUSY. 


“T’m so busy’—“I don’t know which 
way to turn’”—‘‘I’m snowed under,’” etc. 

Do you know the speaker? We do not 
allude to the individual in whose work in- 
evitably come spurts or rushes of busi- 
ness. That is occasionally to be ex- 
pected, but we refer to the gentleman 
with the chronic note of despair. He is 
quite likely, with choking words, to point 
to a desk piled up with papers or baskets 
full of correspondence as an evidence 
of his deplorable condition. He was in 
the same fix yesterday, and tomorrow will 
find him coping witha similar situation, 
that is, when called upon by others for 
information or assistance. 

A littered desk is apt to mean a littered 
mind. The quantity of documents and 
papers on it bears no relation to work ac- 
complished. Did you ever notice that 
when you wanted anything done you 
sought the busy man to do it? It is a say- 
ing in commercial life that a busy man 
has the most time. 

Think this over and if you are in the 
above category or have tendencies in 
that direction, transfer some of the 
energy expended in complaining to the 
work in hand. Your superior will base 
his judgment of your work upon re- 
sults and not upon croaks. 


“Have you ever taken a tail-spin in an air- 
plane?” 

“No, but I’ve been called upon unexpectedly 
to make a speech, and I guess the sensation 
is about the same.” 


The Auburn operators drive dull care away 
by going to the woods for a weinie roast. 
Some of the boys would like to know when 
the next one is to occur, 


HEALTH HELPS 

Coughs and Colds—- How te Avoid 
Them. 

Coughs and colds are especially pre- 
valent at this time of the year, causing 
annoyance, physical disability, loss of 
time, and sometimes leading to more 
serious troubles. A little advice seems 
timely as to how they may be avoided, 
especially as it has been predicted by 
various health authorities that there will 
be a recurrence of influenza this winter. 
This statement is only a guess on their 
part, but should it prove a true one it 
need not cause undue alarm, because we 
are in a better position to guard against 
its spread now than previously. 

To be in good physical condition is the 
best preventive of disease. Most diseases 
are contracted when one is overtired or 
out of sorts, cold, wet or hungry. If you 
observe the following simple rules of 
hygiene, you should be free from coughs, 
colds and similar illnesses, including in- 
fluenza: 

1. Eat three good meals a day at reg- 
ular times. -Do not eat when overtired, 
rest first, and do not hurry or exercise 
immediately after eating. 

2. Get plenty of fresh air. No germ 
likes fresh air. 

3. Get sufficient sleep; at least eight 
hours in twenty-four. 

4. Get a reasonable amount of out- 
door exercise every day. Walk all or part 
of the way to and from work. 

5. Do not expose yourself to cold and 
damp when you are overheated. 

6. Keep your feet dry by wearing 
rubbers in rainy or snowy weather. 

7. Avoid crowds whenever possible. 

8. Do not come in close contact with 
others who have cough or colds. 

9. Do not use the same drinking-cup, 
glass or towel used by others. 

10. Dress warmly. 

11. Bathe frequently. It keeps the 
skin in proper working condition. A 
cold bath every morning if one can stand 
it. 

12. Do not use patent medicines. 

If you want advice about your health, 
consult a doctor. 


The young telephone fellow who told his 
best girl she was “good enough to eat,” 
nearly fell off the curbstone when she re- 
plied: “I do eat. Where shall we go?” 
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STATEMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 


Showing the number of telephones (excluding service stations) at each exchange, Jan- 
uary Ist, 1919, and November 30, 1919; also gain and loss since January ist, 1919. 


Lincoln 
Hastings 
Beatrice 
RYSOTI Kees bo 
Nebr. City 
Fairbury 
Auburn .......... 
Uni Place ........ 
Plattsmouth 
Wahoo ............ 
David City 
Seward ............ 
Tecumseh 
Superior 
Ashland .......... 
Stromsburg . 
Sutton 22.00 
Osceola 
Friend 
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College View.. 
Sterling .......... 
W. Water 
Humboldt 
Dorchester 
Havelock 
Bdvariee sles 
Valparaiso 
Syracuse _......... 
Clay Center.... 
Beaver Cr’sng 
Gresham 


DeWitt —........... 
Elmwood 
Fairmont 
Fairfield 
Dunbar 
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Adams ............ 
Bradshaw 
Waco, Seu. 
Crab Orchard.. 
McCool 


Johnson 
Ceresco 

Benedict 
Talmage 


i ed 


ne ee 


Jan. Nov. 


1,719 30,719 Gain Loss 


....--------L3775 14793 1018 


3119 3273 154 
2600 2581 ~~ .... 
1856 1884 28 
1630 17384 104 
1660 1679 19 
WONG NT ee 
1009 1089 £80 
O29 9 2am 
897 9538 56 
918 925 7 
Ad) Gh) so 
831 847 16 
768 $830 £62 
804 798 _.... 
658 649 
665 644 ._.. 
622 644 2? 
G43" VGS2R a. 
6138 622 9 
578 575 
579 570 : 
062 552 A 
o51 548 .... 
510 8386514 4 
439 480 41 
486 479°. .... 
ATT 465... 
446 456 10 
43850 (426 ee 
422 426 4 
432 418 .... 
414 417 5) 
395 409 14 
B91 §388 2... 
390 385. 
Syfffey ATT 
355 378 28 
al7 370 .... 
3855 3867 12 
306 359 3 
3509 356 _... 
369 360 .... 
Ba) Cateye Pe 
347 = 49 2 
366 340 _... 
333 336 3 
332 332 .... 
820 863381) 611 
B51 324 
313 309 
315 308 
322 305  .... 
280 301 21 
300) | 289). ae: 
AA Zen eee 
267 265 .... 
256 264 8 
Phares F WAafe) SRT 
264 253 .... 


19 
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Jan. Nov. 
1,719 30,719 Gain Loss 
61 Tobias ......2-...... 261 ZAG ea aLS 
62 Red Cloud ...... DNS) 5 PHB Ae Vt : 
63 Louisville ........ PAX PD PN a ee ALS) 
64 Glenvil .........-.. BML PAW) 1 1 
65 Brainard .......... 235 238 Rt ie t 
66 Mead .....-.......... OS The 23 1 bake ere 
GimYutan) 22 226 86231 5 eee 
68 Steinauer .......- 231 DRAG) ta: 5 
69 *Deweese .......- DO AGM 2A Pe ee 
70 Waverly .......... PALES fe Tae) Van he 
On oR vee ay 209 214 Bj pas 
72 Greenwood ...... 210 212 2 ee 
73 Raymond ........ iets) ANOS a, es 
(AMDaAVveyaiee sae 194 200 Shy eae 
75 Murray ............ POE) all ss 9 ee UL 
76 Bellwood ........ T9OSMyILOG viele 2 
77 Milligan .......... 9ST 192 eG 
78 Panama .......... 191 190 1 
79, Tamora 2 206 188 Bust its: 
80 Nehawka ........ TGA ye UkeM iy SVG PA 
81 Belvidere -....... 549), alsa lt py es 
82 Cordova .........- 184 180 ye 4 
S35 Brock eee TOO PLS) te ee 2 
84 Saronville .....- 176 178 3 
relay Weybbere | 4 MG ce ETA A BL 
86 Hampton ........ 168 170 VA we 
87 Juniata ............ 174 163 11 
88 Hansen ............ LGD LET Ok EA: 
89 Garland .......... 151 152 fh eee 
90 Carleton ........ 162 146 .... 16 
91 Colon 2.2.2. 141 143 2 
92 Ithaca 222.222 189 189 Wy 
938 Elk Creek .... 1388 187 .... JI 
94 Nemaha ._....... 132 141 OLN) ES 
95 Thayer. ...........- TBO ALS Tay ete nub 
96 Grafton ._......... 140 186 : 4 
97 Denton ............ tS Gis LOL Tal ya ees 
98 Prosser .......... 132 134 Vay MSL 
99 Octavia 2......... LAG VOSS Tila ¥ 
LOOM Brno wee eee Ink ale Gi uer » 
101 Shickley —......... 126 120 6 
102 Malcolm .......... ee. ily 5 
108 Garrison .......... DUNES mE PAR hh RI 0124 4 
104 Dwight ............ 91 109 LS we H 
105 Douglas .......... 95 101 Ge] Woe 
LOG Filley) 2200 283. 105 96g 
107 Pickrell —......... 97 96 1 
108 Lushton .......... 106 96 10 
109 Otoe ...0020.... 96 92 4 
110 Pauline _.......... 87 Wit. 10 
111 Brownville ...... 80 71 9 
112 Clatonia .......... 67 66 1 
113 Pleasant Dale. 54 51 3 
114 Strang ............ 38 29 9 
otal sy oes tae 60116 61452 1875 539 
- Net Gain since January Ist, 719........ 1336 
Gain for November, 1919................... 276 
*Exchange purchased. 
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PUBLIC SENTIMENT CHANGES 

One of the noticeable things of recent 
months is the changed atttitude of the 
public, as expressed through the news- 
papers and at rate hearings, toward pub- 
lic utilities. For a great many years the 
public had the idea that the utilities were 
eternally seeking to get the better of it, 
and to roll up wealth without giving val- 
ue received. The splendid service per- 
formed by the utilities during the war 
and the readiness with which they co- 
operated with the government in helping 
win it was perhaps the most potent in- 
fluence in finally dissipating this idea. 

Previous to that other influences had 
been at work. The employes of public 
utilities, particularly the telephone com- 
panies, had so steadfastly maintained a 
courteous and attentive attitude towards 
patrons that they had powerfully in- 
fluenced a more friendly feeling and a 
more general understanding of the polli- 
cies of the corporations. 

Not the least of the influence, however, 
has been the effect of the war and the cor- 
responding high prices upon the people 
generally. When they found the public 
utilities in a similar state and urging 
the immediate increasing of rates in 
order to meet higher wages and higher 
operating costs they were able, from 
their own individual experience, to under- 
stand the problem of the utilities. 

This changed attitude is reflected in 
the fact that none of the newspapers that 
have taken the trouble to investigate the 


claims of the companies and but a very 


small percentage of patrons of the com- 
panies have entered protests against in- 
creases. With respect to the telephone 
business it has come to be understood 
that a large percentage of the cost of 
giving service is labor, and most of the 
recent increases have been secured in or- 
der that the workers might get the wages 
to which they were entitled in view of 
the increased cost of living. 

This changed attitude is destined to re- 
main permanent for the reason that 
under commission control all of the cards 
of the companies are laid on the table, 
their books are open to everybody, there 
is no concealed book-keeping and no 
hidden entries. Inventories are on file, 
the revenues and expenses are in plain 
sight, and anyone who can add, subtract, 
multiply and divide can satisfy himself 
without calling in expert aid. 


Manager Lyle Young of York goes the Edi- 
tor one better and submits this snap shot as 
proof. He says the boat contains 79 ducks and 
9 geese. No wonder ducks were scarce in 
other parts of the territory. 


MAKE QUICK DECISIONS 


Learn to make your decisions quickly. 
The good executive is the man who 
doesn’t hesitate when confronted by the 
necessity of saying yes or no. The first- 
class executive is the man who decides 
right nine-tenths of the time. To pass 
at once on a matter presented to you im- 
plies, of course, that you are fairly . 
familiar with the general question pre- 
sented. In reality, it is nothing more 
than being compelled to choose between 
two ways of doing a thing. 

If you can mark your course without 
hesitation you have the advantage of 
the man who hems and haws and weighs 
this and that, because you have your job 
finished or well under way before he 
starts. If you are wrong the chances 
are you will find out before you have gone 
very far, and often times you will find 
it possible to get back for an even start 
with the hesitating chap. 

Deciding a thing quickly involves the 
element of boldness. It means that you 
are not afraid to take a chance, and 
if you have looked about you very much 
you will have found that those who com- 
bine knowledge with confidence and bold- 
ness are the big prize winners in com- 
mercy and industry. Boldness isn’t brash- 
ness. Only the ignorant are brash, fools 
who rush in where angels fear to tread. 
Timidity and hesitancy are poor assets 
for a business man. In fact they are 
liabilities. 


P. J. Brunton, former Construction foreman 
at Lincoln, is here shown operating a power- 
ful searchlight on the Western front. “P. J.’’ 
says he had some experience, but got out 
without a scratch. 


THE REASON BEHIND IT 


All telephone workers have been 
thrilled by and interested in the stories 
told of the heroism of operators who cling 
to their posts of duty in the face of fire 
and flood and storm, and they all know 
the reason that lies behind these wonder- 
ful deeds. 

It is the spirit of the service, the spirit 
that once imbibed never dies, but on the 
contrary illumines and shines like threads 
of gold through tasks that might other- 
wise Seem wearisome or sordid. It is the 
consciousness of duty and the desire to 
do it well; the feeling of responsibility 
and the will to acquaint one’s self ably. 

The frontispiece of the current issue of 
the Southwestern Telephone News, pub- 
lished by the Bell organization at St. 
Louis, is the picture of a terrified girl 
working frantically at a switchboard 
warning the public at Galveston, recently 
again flood-swept, of danger. Outside 
the storm is raging and the lightning 
flashing. Through the door, battered 
down and torn from its hinges, dashes 
the waves tossed by a wild wind. Above 
her the useless electric globe swings in 


the hurricane breeze, while the lantern 
with which she improvised a light to 
guide her in her manipulation of her 
cords is being whipped by the same un- 
seen force. About her high chair and her 
board the water swirls and dashes. 

Underneath the picture is the line, 
“The Public First.”’ Seldom has the pen 
of an artist and the wit of a caption 
writer collaborated so well as in this 
completed picture, It tells the whole 
story, and columns could not do more 
or better. It is the spirit of the service, 
that intangible something that is so diffi- 
cult to describe, so near to the impossible 
to put into words. It is “The Public 
First.” 


WHEN THE BUBBLE BURSTS 


A Lincoln business man, who began 
as a worker in the industry of which he 
is now one of the heads, said the other 
day that the best advice he could give to 
workers at this time was to start a sav- 
ings account if they had not already done 
so, and if they had, to make it a rule to 
keep adding to it. Said he: . 

“There is nothing so certain as the 
end of the fictitious prosperity of busi- 
ness that we see on every hand. Fin- 
ancial history is full of parallels to the 
present situaion. Inflation of credit and 
currency, which are responsible for high 
wages, high cost of living and big profits, 
has happened many times in the past, 
and the end of this era will be much like 
the finish of other eras unless we learn 
wisdom.from the past and prepare. The 
jobs will not always last nor will they 
always pay big money. The person who 
refuses to succumb to the money-spend- 
ing temptations of the day and lays aside 


a part of his earnings will be in a posi- 


tion where he won’t get wet when the 
bubble bursts. ‘The bubble, remember, 
is certain to do that.” 


TOMMY’S HARD LUCK 


Tommy came out of a room in which his 
father was tacking down a carpet. He was 
crying lustily. 

“Why, Tommy, what's the matter?’ asked 
his mother, 

“P-p-p-papa hit his finger with the ham- 
mer,’ sobbed Tommy. 

“Well, you needn’t cry at a thing like that,” 
comforted his mother. “Why didn’t you 
laugh ?”’ 

“I did,” sobbed Tommy, disconsolately, 
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THE TELEPHONE ENGINEERING SCHOOL 


R. H. Elliott and A. A. Stoker, Instructors 
THE COURSE IN PRACTICAL TELEPHONY 


Answers to Lesson J.-...2.c...ceccccccce.eeece ee teeeees 
Attendance Demonstration of Lesson: [.... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson I...... 
Answers to Lesson IL....--....-2.....222.-2-222e-e------- 
Attendance Demonstration of Lesson IL... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IL... 
Answers to Lesson III.............--...--22..-2-------- 
Attendance Demonstration of Lesson IIL... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson III.... 
Answers to Lesson IV......-......-------:--22--------- 
Attendance Demonstration of Lesson IV.... 
Answers to Demonstration of Lesson IV.... 
SANTIS WELS! COMICS SO Tm Vee eee 
Attendance Demonstration of Lesson V.... 
- Answers to Demonstration of Lesson V...-.- 


Previously Since last Total Average 


reported report ‘to date grade 
463 5 468 9334 
450 13 AGS \)Shal ot eee 
317 D O22 97% 
341 10 351 98 
249 16 PASI) Vw Wb iah). Hee ae 
147 4 151 951% 
156 8 164 93 
159 39 LOS AI ee 
103 6 109 98 
ON 3 100 9614 
93 40 133i icy es oes 
62 4 66 97 
59 11 70 98 
51 28 EE NOTES Waly Wiens. 
21 11 32 97 


Through this issue we wish to express our appreciation for the ready response 


-and interest shown in the manner in which the school work has been resumed. 


The lessons necessary to complete this course are being prepared and will be 
ready for use at regular intervals during the winter months. It is desired that the 


-course in “Practical Telephony” may be completed before the coming summer. Our 


demonstration apparatus is in use continually and will be brought to your vicinity 


as often as a large territory will permit. 


PERSONAL PRODUCTIVENESS 
Whatever name my be used to indicate 


the reason, the wages and salaries of 
all employes are based upon what they 
‘do for their employers. The efficiency 
‘engineers call it personal productive- 
ness. It means, what are you worth 


to your employer? 
If you do only what the boss tells 


‘you to do, you are simply using his 


brains to do your work. It is the boss’s 
business, what he is paid for, to do the 


heavy thinking, of course, which means 


the general management of affairs. This 


‘does not, however, bar you from doing 


some thinking about your own immediate 


job, and devising some way by which you 
Increase your value to the concern. 


Men who draw great salaries as heads 


‘of the great corporations of the country 


—the fifty thousand, hundred thousand 


and five hundred thousand a year we read 
‘about—are able to command these sums 
through their ability to save money, to 
‘see and execute economies for the com- 
panies. These salaries are not paid for 
the work they actually do that increases 
the revenues of their companies, but for 
‘what they do that increases the net earn- 


ings through devising ways to save 
money. 

-Employes have the same sort of op- 
portunities open to them for making 
money for their employers, and thus 
making themselves more valuable. In 
thinking over these problems they be- 
come better equipped for a bigger job, 
and thus share in the benefits that fol- 
lows their work. 

Plant men can save money for the com- 
pany by conserving material; toll oper- 
ators can do it by a little more care in 
completing a call so that the revenue is 
not lost; clerks and stenographers by 
more careful use of paper, pens, pencils, 
carbons and stamps; collectors and cash- 
iers by taking pains to convince subscrib- 
ers that the proper charge has been made 
and thus save rebating; local operators 
by so conducting themselves that the 
time of higher-ups is saved in placating 
displeased subscribers, and so on up and 
down the list. 

The twelve hundred employes of the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph company 
possess a latent power to save for the 
company that, if used continually, would 
he reflected in a higher wage scale. 


———————— 
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Miss Lena Engel has been employed as a 
student in the Hastings exchange. 

Miss Emma Flessner, line operator at Hast- 
ings, visited home folks over Sunday. 

Miss Muriel Dixon, of ‘teneva, us been 
employed in the Traffic Deparrment at York. 

Miss Kathryn Hynes, line operator at Hast- 
ings, is spending an extended furlough at her 
home on account of her health. 

The most of our boys attended the Smoker 
November 22nd. They report, “An enjoyable 
time was had by all.” 

The Misses Florence and Myrtle Moody, ‘A’ 
operators at Hastings, were united in mar- 
riage during the month of November. Florence 


- became Mrs.’Glen Guyer and Myrtle, Mrs. Geo. 


Hayter. Best wishes are extended for a 
happy future. 

Mrs, Jane Dunn, mother of Miss Mildred 
Denn, traveling chief operator in the Western 
District, passed away at her home on Novem- 
ber 16th. Mrs. Dunn had been an invalid for 
a Number of years. Ier death was the third 
one in the immediate family during the past 
year. Deepest sympathy is extended to the 
family. 
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Hon. Wm. Cunningham, District Foreman, 
Lincoln. Cunny’s service record dates back 
to March 1889, and he says he is good for a 
few hundred years more. Cunny refuses to be 


“snapped” and he doesn't know yet how the 


Editor got this picture. 
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Misses Edith Bowers, of Humboldt, Faye 
Boss, of Lincoln, and Elizabeth Nofsger, of 
Omaha, were very welcome visitors at the 
Humboldt office during the month. They were 
all former operators there. 

Miss Mary James, operator at Humboldt, 
visited friends in Auburn and Shubert several 
days, recently. 

A number of Washington, D. C., calls were 
handled at the Humboldt office during the 
month of November. One “outward” call and 
several “inward” calls. The transmission was 


splendid and no delay was experienced in 
getting through. 


There are not many girls who had three 
brothers go to war, or who were fortunate 
enough to welcome them home, but Miss Cecil 
Morris, night operator at Humboldt, was one 
of the few. Sargeant Ross Morris, of the 
89th, who was in active service on the western 
front and Private Lioyd Morris, of the UL SUS: 
Leviathan, have been discharged. Sargeant 
John Morris, of the Sist, has re-enlisted for 
another year and has just returned to his 
regiment after a month’s furlough, He spent 
several months on German soil. 

The following operators graduated from the 
Traffie Correspondence School during the 
month of November: Misses Darleene Sheldon, 
Emma Fox. Nellie Jordan, Katherine Vadbon- 
ker, Cleo Terry, Hazel Bowman and Rose 
West, Beatrice; Dorcas MacFarlane, Auburn; 
Thelma Stewart, Elizabeth Roberts and Nellie 
Roberts, Wymore; and Elizabeth Wannow, Yu- 
tan. 

Pp. A. Krahn, combination man at Hastings, 
went to Osceola for a days to run a gang for 
“Doe” Ojers, Doe’s foreman being on the sick 
list. 

R. R. MeCulla, of the Hastings exchange, re- 
signed November 8th, to accept a position with 
the Nebraska Automobile Owner’s Association. 
Mr. McCulla has been with this company for 
several years. 


GENERAL SHOP AND STOREROOM NOTES 

By the time these notes are published one 
of our lately returned soldiers will have taken 
the most important step in any young man’s 
life. 
Faye Henderson has left our forces. He 
has gone to Bl Paso, Texas for his health. Our 
hest wishes go with him and hope that at some 
future time he may return to work for the 
Company. 

Miss Lockard journeyed to Wood River for 
Thanksgiving. 

J. C. Harper, J. J. O’Brien, Robert DeVore 
and Harry Bell have been employed during 
the past month. 

Bert Dougherty has returned from Siberia 
and is now working in the General Shop. We 
are surely glad to see Bert's smiling face 
among us again. 

C. B. Taylor, another one of our ex-soldiers, 
has recently returned and is at his old place 
in the Shop. 

L. A. Stacy spent Thanksgiving at Spring- 
field. 

Walter Spurlock and Paul Underkoffer have 


left our forces. 
Chas. Olson, local troubleman at Hastings, 


enjoyed his vacation the first part of October. 


Pi Oe 1 3 el UA es 4 SS. - 2 a, 2. Beit 


we. 


THE LINCOLN 


TELEPHONE NEWS 


COLLECTION SCHEDULE, NOVEMBER 30, 1919 


DISTRICT 


Av’z 
Number Per 
Phones Tel. 
Gentral District -....-2-02.. 18847 .29 
Southern District -..!-...... 18714 2 
Northern District ............ $112 .64 
Western District ......--....... 12761 S4 
Motal s poke ccs Beene 3434 54 
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
Bennett [aes eee eee 3T4 $33 
GETESCOY TA eee eenee eee 264 .60 
Gollege View ......-.....-.--.---..-. 480 spl 
IDE AEN | Meer eeste er a ee 200 D3 
IDY2yah Keyed ete peer re eek Hh 34. 1.87 
Greenwood ) 2.222 212 vo 
Havelock } ..2.-2.-..o eect. 426 .O4 
TinGolny Ve Se ee 14793 20 
Mal@olimn tetris neces 117 71 
LeXekshacks hee peeteee ork Ee hs 4 190 5d 
Pleasant Dale .............-..---- 149 .96 
letripoetosnel atten es ee 200 1.26 
[Opabk, TEAR Kes} eae Re ee 1089 19 
Wifey? Regie ee 9 219 38 
District fo. a ee S847 .29 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
/\G ADS py Ree ey BR Ase 325 15 
Ashland 798 8 
J Ageia pe? ON See 1127 O1 
Ben trier snes oes 2615 22 
Brock pre eee ee ee ia 183 L.77 
Brownville  .2.:..2--2.--23.2-.--- 71 S1 
TT ce ee tes rbyal 19 
CTatoniat Vee eC shee 128 1.38 
GO Ole Bik eee eh ee ee Soke 331 20 
Crab Orehard. .........--.-----.-++ 301 .79 
INTERWAR RPE eee omen | abe. | aS 367 22 
THY ed h Ney ee A RE oo 194. Py) 
IBobalayshe Wey y pes See eee ee he 351 SS 
ie (Greek i sea eee 137 1.02 
LOW yyvoyotal: op n) eee ee 859 26 
PAI DULY ceceeeeceeeeeeeeeeneeenteeeeee LTZL 20 
TirieyA SUL ae a e 122 2.27 
Tihbwoahuyayaly | «Res es Sh 545 Do 
Afollahntsyonete es Se oe Su eae 280 73 
Wroyjeuken pauls Wea epee se QT 2 
TM Aba eal 25 ee oak eee ee eee T98 3.27 
Nebraska City .......--..-....-. 1737 46 
IN G1) 8 WVU tah -s eed ob seat eb ccetnns 213 65 
INeniahial iy. 2. Bade 23se- 141 1.08 
Otie Wea a Ae Ao ee 92 20 
OT ae ee RS 349 1.05 
Pickavelile jot.5-laabs Saab 117 Bay3) 
VL GS TOMEI 6 csbreeseeceess-coet=- 994. 69 
LEA renQop ol ee ees Seal ee wie ae 272 a? 
SHIT ATES ee Rt Ee eee a 226 1.61 
reU: bed li a yea pS Dee EER OO SR a 47{ 16 
SSA SLC BG) vecswtt nn. epec ecko wk pepe DT! 09 
Malinao, Sieben.) lle ee 2538 60 
MAGIAMIS El) Fy -nt). stake eee ctee S47 G4 
PTY) DBS) in fee eR Bock 246 29 
Weeping Water .............. ASD 40 
Wilber Melek ke We, ed a48 28 
Var OTs est 2a DD2 14 
District se dee 18714 52 
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Same 
Mo.last 
res 


NORTHERN 


11 


Av’z* Same 


Number Per Mo.last 
Phones Tel. Qr. 
Beaver Crossing ................ 38D 74 97 
Bellwood) Va eee eer 196 wot 1.24 
Benedict) ba see eee 258 45 22 
Brad eialwa eee 308 1.25 1.51 
Joint haksneal tee te an OEE ey 238 18 .OG6 
Brunoyes oe eee Pew 122 30 .99 
Cedar Bluffs —......222.2.... 332 38 AT 
Colonyig eS Serer A ee. ¥ 143 .96 So 
Gordova es ieee 205 wot 04 
David Gityee tee eae 925 TD - AY i) 
Dwight eo eee 109 ot iz 
Garland .Piew eee Ve: 179 1.38 2.32 
Garrison!) 22. Bs Ch awe 117 al li 2.07 
Gresh fim fees ae 837T 19 woe 
Hm p tO nee ee 176 .69 43 
Lthacayd eee See Ve 4 ae 139 ST 1:15 
Tushtong eee 96 28 AT 
MceGoola 2&4 2 Sew 289 43 Laks} 
Mead wre CEN 231 1.19 98 
Milford yee ee eee DOS AOD 49 
Octaviay-As ow Ae et 128 ASS 1.16 
Osceola) (hat MAT eA) 662 .93 83 
POL Re ee ee a BO 14 wot 1.11 
Seward! 2.20 ee ee ee LON 1009 95 1.29 
Shelbys, 22s 3 le Poe ee Or 340 1.66 2.18 
Stromsburg ¢-...2-. 3ST .29 46 
TDAIN OT Rat eee Ae ees 188 1.32 1.81 
MHAyELr Wyeast hy Phe: 137 EP: = 
ChEL Ga. WR ee 324 .28 S82 
VMalpardiso 2 seen ays 417 84 ee 
Wid Cot ee eee Eee Pe a ee 305 .80 4 
Wahoo Ji Dh ed ee TI 953 AT £09 
York eee AL tA Cw 1884 woe) 227 / 
YUutan ess Uwe he et bape 231 oy) .66 
District's: ee 2 Ae 138112 .64 aud 
WESTERN DISTRICT 

Belvidere 2.22 ee eee 181 1.32 1,12 
Garleton) y eeteeest remeeeee en 2s MILT 1.96 S86 
ClayniCen ten ey cree eee 38S 1.15 1.31 
Deweeset feck ane 224 4.39 ™~ 

Dorchestey 22 e see 426 ta 7 
Wd rar wie fie ee eo ae 451 69 83 
Hxeter he Os, yaya 82) My: 400 32 .62 
Fairfield Lia 399 Do 1.10 
IDA poe \ psy a 356 39 46 
Erienda aA) Piemes! G32 7 1.03 
TENeVEy wee tee PEA hae A 708 1.83 1.57 
Glenvil’) aoe ve en 240 1.44 2.01 
Gratton) see aes ae 194 ST 1.54 
Han Sema. See ae Bs See A YRS 159 1.31 1.96 
PLarva nd, Rede Re eo yee 622 0D 10 
ELASTIN SR ceeen Cee Ue, 32738 339) 48 
Hebron = 4. . d70 .90 88 
PUNIAGH ee pe ee ee 163 HT DD 
Milligan) eee Sere ee) es 195 Sie 8 
TU Noscey SE UPR MS Bee 243 96 91 
PP Ie We ch at ee 77 91 HIBIES 
BroSsor Milo Wea. 6 7 ey 134 70 48 
REG CLOUCE Bisel cee cea taee Ae 247 19 afl 
SHLOMVILIGYS ae ete ee 173 15 19 
Shi akilays et Paes, 395 4.74 4.72 
Stramar sai eee ee hs ek S80 4.90 4.40 
SUPEeriOD Pi pee eles Vices 923 52 2S 
SUtHOD ¥ soe es ee ees | 644 20 Lo 
DiStriGte 228 ke ee. 12761 84 .90 
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LOST TOLL CALL AVERAGE 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, NOVEMBER, 1919 


Good 

t 0 Jo % Jo Out 

Rank Station Chief Operator Out In Thru Total Calls 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 
Zien eincoln es 2 ee sMiss A. Scouller............. 15.0 141 194 15.0 23,127 
EASTERN DISTRICT, W. P. Kimball, District Traffic Chief 
9 Ashland 2) Mrs. C. Hood.................- 0) LO 2 1383 7.2 1,689 
9A David City.......... .Miss A. Sievers............ 6.0 3.0 15.0 10.0 1,757 
4A Dorchester...........- Miss A. Simpson............ 4.8 1.8 0.0 4.5 516 
2 len Ce eeeeeeeeerees| Miss A. Haberman........ 3.9 10.8 5.2 4.5 935 
7 Louisville............. Miss M. Twiss.............. A 5.2. 8.1 13.0 7.5 719 
11 = Plattsmouth.......Mrs. H. Wallick.............. 7.0 10.0 11.0 80 2,061 
5 Seward.................- Miss N. Gumbel.............- 4.9 3.0 5.9 5.1 2,387 
9B Wahoo..............-..... Miss Lilly Johnson......... 6.0 4.0 10.0 8.0 2,009 
14 W.. Water......2..2.. Miss M. McNamee........ 8.1 5.8 10.9 8.8 1,003 
Total or Average. ..i...... eee ececceecceeees 6.2 6.5 10.2 7.6 18,076 
WESTERN DISTRICT, R. E. Murphy, District Traffic Chief 
8 doar ee ee Mrs Beal! as 5.6 2.9 9.3 6.8 785 
3 Exeter.............---... Mrs. R. Alley................. 4.6 0.0 0.0 4.1 845 
12 Fairmont............... Miss E. Prescott............ 7.8 Gell 225 9.0 813 
22, Geneva.............--.2.. Miss V. Richeson............ 11.0 9.6 15.8 12.1 1,930 
13 Harvard.....-........2. sMiss E. Hein.................... 7.9 suey allot ably 535 
26 JBIE NSH amoedS. fo Miss H. Richeson..:......... 13.1 13.6 17.6 13.6 8,950 
19 Hebron................-- Miss M. McKenzie.......... 10.4 8.1 12.3 10.5 1,062 
24. Osceola.........-...--..- Miss F. Gillispie.............. 12.1 3.0 12.8 11.4 727 
21 Red Cloud............ Miss L. Barrett.............. 10.8 185 144 413.2 753 
23 Stromsburg.........: Miss F. Roberts............. 11.8 10.5 49 10.6 553 
25 Superior............... Miss M. Attwater _...... 124 11.9 17.2 18.3 2,971 
BASS Subtonte ee Miss M. MacDonald........ 4.8 2.1 0.0 4.6 751 
17 Nor kee ern <i Miss §S. Horn .....2........ 9.5 6.7 12.3 10.0 2,918 
Total or Average... 115 10.1 13.8 11.6 23,598 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT, R. O. Parks, District Traffi 

g | gNetpttn os Miss C. Wolfe 50 29 61 46 24185 
ZAG Dea Uri Cees re Miss B. Sharp.) 7.8 7.0 9.7 Ly) Feria 
TAY) Dewitt Os Miss L. Gerth... 7.0 7.0 19.9 10.0 596 
18 Fairbury.............. Miss M. Klitzing........... 4 10.2 103 148 108 1,348 
15 Humboldt... Miss C. Gillan............... A 8.6 8.9 0.0 8.5 1,018 
20 Nebr. City........... Miss S. Brandt................ 10.6 Ue Ne lO Sis} 
10 Syracuse................ Miss E. Seelhoff............. 6.5 5.7 §=s 8.6 6.8 924 
1 Tecumseh.............. Miss E. Smith.................. 35 12.3 14.5 8.9 1,118 
16 Wilber ea ‘Miss M. Mashek......._..... 9.1 8.2 6.7 8.5 174 
5A Wymore................ Miss R. McNelly............. 4,9 7.3 8.0 6.3 1,289 
otalBonPA er access een nen ee 7.7 75 120 73 17.875 
Total or Average for October.............. 10.2 ey bess Pehle ee 
Total or Average for November... 10.1 9.2 138 10.4 77,671 


AROUND THE CIRCUIT 


Miss Edna Ross has been employed as sten- 
ographer for the Commercial Department at 
Hastings, taking the place vacated by Miss 
Lila Ruetlinger, who resigned to accept a posi- 
tion with the Bank of Commerce. 

J. A. Mason, telegraph operator at Hastings, 
made a flying trip to Grand Island to meet 
Miss ?, who was returning from her yvaca- 
tion. Leave the bringing back to ‘Jack. 


Mr. Frank H, Woods, President of the Lin- 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Company, has 
purchased the Marysville Telephone Exchange 
Company, at Marysville, Kansas, as of De- 
cember ist. The property will be operated 
under the above name for the present. Mr. 
W. H. Caman, at Beatrice, will be the operat- 
ing official of the Marysville Company and 
Mr. Troy Rinehart, Manager, 


nN ee 
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C. G. Bennett, Manager at Fairbury, was a 
Pleasant caller at the Lincoln office, Satur- 
day, November 22. 

It is rumored that the coming style in hats 
will be very large, SO large that individual 
HALL trees will be necessary to hold the 
Weight. Display can be seen in the Audit- 
ing Department. 

Bert Hopkins, former Lincoln shopman, re- 
turned November 8, after several months §Ser- 
vice overseas, and is again in the service of the 
company. 

A Lincoln subscriber recently paid the 25c 
discount on his telephone bill and willingly 
confessed that the charge was on him. His 
Wife made out the check and gave him the 
letter to mail and he put it in his pocket and 
forgot to mail it until after the 10th. 

Mr. Mattison of Lincoln and Messrs. Caman, 
Parks and Dobbs of Beatrice, visited the Wil- 
ber office during November. 

Mr. Dobbs, District Foreman of Construc- 
tion, and Manager Trobough have been inspect- 
ing the proposed new cable route at Wilber. 
They expect to start work immediately. 

Messrs. Trobough, Wedgwood and Balder- 
son, of the Wilber plant department, attended 
the plant demonstration held at DeWitt by 
Mr. Stoker of Lincoln. Mr. Trobough reports 
that the large audience in attendance felt well 
paid for their trip. 

Miss Vivian McFarlane. formerly a Lincoln 
operator, called at the Wilber office recently. 

Miss Maymie Mashek, chief operator at Wil- 


ber, called at the Clatonia office the evening of 


the 14th. 

Miss Mary Hammond, of Glenwood, has been 
employed at Plattsmouth as line operator. 

Miss Hulda Goos, assistant chief operator at 
Plattsmouth, has been transferred to the plant 
department and Miss Clara Mumm takes her 
place as assistant chief operator. 

Dr. Leopold presented the Plattsmouth opera; 
tors with tickets to the ‘“Miracle Man” which 
was very much enjoyed by the operators. 
Also some unknown subscriber sent the toll 
Operators each a pound box of candy. 

Miss Seymour, supervisor from Lincoln, was 
in Seward November 18th and 19th holdinz 
classes in local and toll operating. The 
lessons were interesting as well as instructive. 

Miss Ruth McClure has been re-employed in 
the University Place office. ie 

Miss Grace Spencer, operator at University 
Place, spent the week end visiting in Weep- 
ing Water. Oe 

Miss Dora Cromwell, night operator at Uni- 
versity’ Place, has resigned and Miss Eva 
Watts is the new night operator. 

Miss Anna Aden, operator at University 
Place, has been promoted to assistant chief 
operator. H 

Miss Blanche Ladner, line operator at Hast- 
ings, visited relatives in Aurora over Sunday. 

Miss Freda Hoffman, line operator at Hast- 
ings, enjoyed a visit from her “friend” on 
Thanksgiving day. 

Miss Tribby, of the traffic department at 
Superior, was off duty a few days on account 
of losing her voice, caused from a bad cold. 

H. D. Lapp, formerly manager at Glenvil, 
has been transferred to the Wire Chief’s de- 
partment of the Hastings exchange, as com- 
bination man. 


Miss Eva Watts, night operator at Univer- 
Sity Place, spent Thanksgiving at the home of 
her parents at Loup City. Miss Minnie Ad- 
sit acted as night operator during Miss Watts’ 
absence. 

Mrs. Leona Miller, of Havelocx, has been 
employed in the University Place oftice. Mrs. 
Miller was formerly Miss Leona Hughes, and 
at one time was employed in the Havelock 
ottice. 

Miss Beatrice Folden has been transferred 
from the Lincoln office to University Place. 

University Place has employed a number of 
sisters and now they have employed twins, 
Misses Gertie and Bertie Hartly, formerly of 
Lincoln. 

Miss Anna Seymour held a class in Univer- 
Sity Place recently, which was a great help 
to the new operators. They were pleased to 
have Mr. Kimball present also. } 

Effective December ist. the Lincoln Telephone 
& Telegraph Company has purchased the 
property of the Deweese Telephone Company 
at Deweese, Nebr. Mr. B. M. Statler will 
manage the property for the present. 

We wonder if it is old age or “rheumatiz’’ 
that makes individual coat racks in the Audi- 
tor’s office a necessity. 

The employees of the Wymore office gave a 
shower for the assistant chief operator, Miss 
Roberts, Friday, November 28th. She re- 
ceived many pretty and useful presents. Miss 
Roberts was married Saturday to John Bru- 
baker of Blue Springs. All left at a late hour 
declaring they had had the best time ever. 

Miss Gladys Huckett has been employed in 
Miss Roberts place as assistant chief operator 
at Wymore. 

W. H. Turner, manager at Nebraska City, 
visited the Lincoln office Devember 2nd. 


T. C. Rice, formerly Traffic Engineer, paid 
the Lineoln office a visit November 12. Mr. 


Rice is now with the Western Electrie Com- 
pany. ‘ 

On Thursday evening, November 13. thirty 
representatives of the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Company in Butler County were 
“banqueted” at the Community Club. The 
occasion was in the nature of a “‘get-to-gether” 
meeting and also an opportunity to extend a 
welcome to Mr. C. H. Wood, who recently 
assumed the management of the David City 
exchange. Former operators at David City 
were pressed into service for the evening so 
that the entire David City operating force 
were present. Following the dinner, Miss 
Long. of the Dramatic Art department of the 
David City High School, read two humoronus 
selections, which were very enjoyable. Brief 
talks “for the good of the order’ by different 
representatives of the Company were followed 
by music, dancing and games which caused 
the remaining hours of the meeting to pass 
quickly and pleasantly. The roll call regis- 
tered the following present: Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Il. Haberman. Bellwood. Mr. and Mrs. C. J. 
Crew, and Miss Hlavac, Brainard; Mr. Frank 
Rozanek, Bruno; Mrs. James and Miss James 
Garrison: Miss Sievers, Miss Bradley, Miss 
Sutton. Miss Machurek, Miss Novacek. Miss 
Stout, Mrs. Neal, Miss Fox. Mrs. Hunter, Misses 
Agnes and Gertrude Litien, Miss Baker. Mr. 
and Mrs. Wood, Osear Wood, Evelvn Wood 
and Geo. Mehuron, David Citv: F. FE. Behm, 
W. FE. Bell, and W. P. Kimball, Lincoln. 
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L. J. Petro, night switchboard man at Hast- 
ings, resigned his .position November 15th. 
Mr. Petro was with the Company only a short 
while but did very good work during that 
time. 

Geo. Smith, groundman at Hastings, worked 
the night switchboard man’s trick for a week. 
George says cutting back ecards isn’t so bad 
but if he could use ‘‘a pair of Conns on them” 
he would promise results. 

Mr. Brewster, Traffic Engineer, visited the 


- Hastings office on special circuit work, during 


November. Mr. T. C. Rice, of the engineer- 
ing department of the Western Electric Com- 
pany, Chicago, accompanied Mr. Brewster. 
Mr. Rice was formerly Traffic Engineer of 
the L. T. & T. Co., and took advantage of the 
opportunity to renew old acquaintances. 


About 100 employeees of the Lincoln Tele: 
phone and Telegraph Company at Hastings, 
their families and the friends of the younger 
class, enjoyed an “In Door Picnic,” at the 
Eagle Hall» Monday evening, November 24th, 
The event was a success from every view and 
a good time was enjoyed by all. Miss Riche- 
son, Mr. McCulla and Mr. Browne were the 
committee who organized the idea, and were 
responsible for its success, with the assist- 
ance of a number of co-workers. 


The plan was to get out a large attendance 
with a view of getting ideas of all regarding 
the advisability of continuing the meetings at 
least once a month throughout the winter. 


Games of various kinds were indulged in 
by all, from about 8:30-to 10:00 p. m. Mr. 
Browne was responsible for keeping up the 
enthusiasm, At 10:00 p. m., Mr. Murphy. 
acting chairman, announced the program of 
the evening. The first number was a piano 
solo by Mrs. McCulla, Miss Katherine Scha- 
fer rendered a vocal solo, and Mr. MeCulla an 
instrumental baritone solo. As a double encore 
Mr. McCulla and Miss Schaeffer rendered a 
voeal duet. 

Owing to the short time to prepare, the 
program was rather short. However, it goes 
without saying that there is plenty of talent 
in the organization which will be displayed 
at the next meeting. The “Agony” quartet 
was billed to appear but owing to colds con- 
tracted by those participating, while practic- 
ing in the coal room, did not make an ap- 
pearance. Mr. Murphy then ealled on Mr. 
Cooper to announce the purpose of the meet- 
ing, at which time it wus unanimously acreed 
to continue the meetings which necessitated 
the election of a president and treasurer. Mr. 
McCulla won the first honor and Miss faugh- 
lin the latter. During the evening the threc 
department heads, Messrs. Cvoper, Wheeler 
and Murphy, were called upon for speeches, 
and each replied very fittingly.’ 

Mr. Wheeler’s chief lament was not so much 
the lack of a ‘bottle’, as the persistancy of 
the “bottle’ in showing its “attachment” for 
him. ‘Doe’ Ojers, District Ioreman, voiced 
the same strenuous objections to such a dis- 
play of mutual attraction. Ask “Uncle Tarry” 
and ‘Doe’ about it. 

A very tempting lunch was served cafeteria 
style and the remaining part of the evening 
was spent in dancing. 

Query: Mr. Wheeler wants to know who's 
got the bottle? Ask Mr. Murphy. 


Mrs. C. G. Bennett and Mrs. R. C. King held 
a reception at the home of Mrs. R. C. Wing in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Dove on the evening 
of November 28th. 

C. G. Bennett, manager of the Fairbury 
exchange, was surprised on the 23rd of Novem- 
ber by the boys of the plant department, this 
date being his birth anniversary. On Mr. 
Bennett’s going home to dinner he found that 
the boys had beat him to it and were sitting 
there waiting for him. He says that it was 
Sure some surprise. A fine dinner was ar- 
ranged by Mrs. Bennett and Mrs. R. C. King. 
Mr. Bennett was the recipient of several very 
nice presents. 

Born to Mr. and Mrs. James Dudgeon, Has- 
tings, November 8rd, an eight pound girl. Jim 
says she is certainly “some girl.’’ 

N. JI. Schanberg, Chas. Olson and Wm. 
Cummings of the Hastings olfice. completed 
the installation of a number two P. B. X. for 
the Nebraska National Bank in record time. 
The officials of the bank did not give per- 
mission to begin the installation until all fix- 
tures were placed and the bank opened for 
business. This fact caused some delay as the 
installers were slowed up in their work, due 
to fixtures and employes getting mixed up 
with cable and subsets. Notwithstanding, the 
job was finished that evening, and every- 
thing left in readiness for use the next day. 
Considering the nature of the work and diffi- 
culties encountered, ‘Bob’, ‘“‘Olie’ and “Bill” 
are to be commended for their good work. 

Miss Blanche Ladner, former employee in 
the Eastern District. has been employed at 
Hastings. 

Miss Carrie Lamps, line operator at Hast- 
ings, visited friends in Holstein Thanksgiving 
day. 

The Misses Lena and Oma Lanfear, operators 
at Hastings, visited home folks over Sunday. 

Miss Thelma Norris, “A’’ operator at Hast- 
ings, has been confined to her home on account 
or illness. ' 

Miss Lillian Seeman, ‘A’ operator at Hast- 
ings, was absent from duty several days, 
haying had an operation on her throat. 

Miss Nualla Clemow, “A” operator at Hast- 
ings, has been transferred to night work. 

Miss Marie Ehler, Jocal supervisor at Hast- 
ings, was under quarantine at her home for 
about two weeks with her sister who had 
small pox. 


Feat- 


Loeal Commercial force at Lincoln. 
uring ‘‘Shorty’”’ Holmes, the man in the front 
row with none too much hair on his head. 
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Two more new boards have arrvied for the 
Main Office switch room. These boards will 
be known as the L64 and L66, and will be 
straight line _ service. Chas. Brown and 


“‘oang’ are rushing the installation. 


Glen Thomas has been added to the switch 
room force, as apprentice switchman. 


These days of fuel conservation are caus- 
ing the switch room force an extra amount 
of work along about 10:00 a. m. Seems as 
tho every subscriber is waiting for the clock 
to strike ten and they all commence calling 
at the same time. The grocery stores are un- 
able to answer the calls as fast as they come 
in and this. makes an extra amount of calling 
thru the switches. The normal load around 
ten a. m. is about 120 amperes, while now we 
have from 160 to 170 ampere load. ‘This lasts 
about one hour and then the load drops back 
to normal. We thought we would:only haye 
one “armistice” day, but now we have it every 
day.. 

At times, Miss’ Plebuck, Beatrice supervisor, 
seems to be lost in thought. We think this 
is the question, “How can I wear two dia- 
mond rings without disastrous results?” 

Miss Noble of Beatrice, declares that cats 
may look like rabbits but they don’t taste 
like it. Question: How do cats taste? 

Miss Cody, line operator, Lincoln, has. re- 
turned to work, after an absence of several 
weeks on account of sickness. 

Miss Vanise Jacobsen, line operator, Lincoln, 
has left the service to make her home in Port- 
land, Oregon. Miss Jacobsen has been with 
the Company several years and will be greatly 
missed. 

Miss Agnes Schmitt, “B’ operator, Lincoln, 
has returned to her work after being off duty 
for quite a while on account of poor health. 

Miss Dora Wolf, Lincoln rural operator, is 
confined to her home with severe throat 
trouble. 

The folowing operators have been emploved 
in the Lincoln office: Mrs. Martha Harris, Mrs. 
Lora Read and Mrs. Margaret Schneberger. 

Miss Katherine Goss has been employed in 
the Lincoln office. She formerly worked in 
the Grand Island exchange. 

The office of Supervisor of Supplies has been 
created in the Lineoln plant department. The 
Supervisor of Supplies shall report direct to 
the Plant Superintendent. He will have general 
supervision over the entire material and tool 
requirements of this Company. Effective 
December ist, 1919, Mr. R. H. Elliott 1s ap- 
pointed Supervisor of Supplies. 

R. C. Parsons, Chief Clerk in the Loeal 
Commercial Oflice, has been transferred to the 
Auditing Department as Traveling Auditor. 
Milton Barratt has been appointed Chief Clerk 
to succeed Mr. Parsons. 

The telephone force at Wymore presented Mr. 
and Mrs. Glen Patton with a set of silver tea- 
spoons. 

Alma Anderson, toll operator at Seward, has 
heen doing relief work at Beaver Crossing dur- 
ing the illness of Miss Myrtle Smith, chief 
operator, } 

Gladys Langenheim, operator at Seward, 
spent November 15 in the Capital City. 

Joe Spurlock, test man at Seward, spent 
Thanksgiving day visiting friends (7); in 
Lincoln. 
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Miss Lula Stephens, former “A” operator at 
York, has left the employment of the Com- 
pany to accept a position as a P. B. X. opera- 
tor in Lincoln. 

The York operators take this means of ex- 
pressing their heartfelt sympathy to Miss 
Mildred Dunn in her recent bereavement. 

Miss Eunice Schreem, of the York force, has 
resigned to accept a position in the Western 
Union office. 

Miss Marie Stafford, of the York foree, spent 
a few days the latter part of November Visit- 
ing in Stromsburg. 

Miss Marjorie Haynes, of the Hastings 
office, recently spent a few days visiting the 
chief operator at York. 

Miss Ella Conrad, toll operator at York. 
received a box of candy in apppreciation of 
good service rendered. 

Miss Bernice McGowon, operator at York, 
attended the basket Wall game in Hastings on 
Thanksgiving day. She also visited the Hast- 
ings oftice. 

Mr. Rex Irwin, of the Lincoln Auditing 
Department, resigned December 1st. 

Miss Eddy has been added to the toll billing 
department, Lincoln. 

Miss Francis Virgil, Lincoln, was absent 
several days last month on account of the 
death of her sister. 

Miss Merle Hadley acted as assistant chief 
operator in the Beatrice exchange for a week 
or more while Miss Brandt was doing some 
special work in the District. Miss Hadley 
was benefited by the experience and proved 
herself worthy of the confidence placed in 
her. The evening service has improved and 
the credit is due largely to combined efforts 
of Miss Brandt and Miss Hadley. 

Miss Clara Schmitt, of the Beatrice supervis- 
ory force, is credited with the idea of a plan 
by which evening girls can enjoy dainty lun- 
ches every evening on their relief. Her plan 
is that each girl donate 5 or 10 cents a day 
to a general fund, which is wisely spent ac- 
cording to the tastes of the different girls. The 
girls are hoping that Miss Schmitt will not 
let some man know what good coffee she 
makes. 

The Hastings exchange boasts of the only 
‘Viving. walking, real honest-to-goodness spect- 
men of human Coat-hanger’”’ in existence, at 
least in the employment of the L. T. & T. Co. 
It may be seen at almost any hour of the day 
walking down Denver Ave., and especially 
haunts the corner of 2nd Street and Denver 
Avenue. Did you see him? Eh! Jack? 


ohn Scholtz, groundman in the Hastings 
exchange, is enjoying a vacation in the wes- 
tern part of the state. \ 

Miss Marie Sheik, chief operator at Crab 
Orchard, visited in Beatrice last month. 

Misses Protsman and Tennant and Mrs. 
Lovitt of the Crab Orchard office were in 
Beatrice lately, viewing the remains of the 
latest fire. 

Manager James Sheik, of Crab Orchard, was; 
presented with a large goose for Thanks- 
riving. , 

Miss Freda Seelander, of Superior, has been 
employed in the University Place office as as- 
sistant chief operator. 

Miss Irene Grove bas been re-employed in 
the University Place office. 


‘ 
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The above poster, drawn by Joe Hartley, 
certainly brought out the crowd. 


CLUB ROOM CORNER 

On Saturday evening, November 22nd, the 
male employees of the Company at Lincoln 
gave a SMOKER and FEED, in the men’s 
Club Room, in honor of the returned soldier 
and sailor employes. Card and pool games 
were the order of the evening, and after sev- 
eral Speeches were made by the returned sol- 
diers, all lined up for the eats. Everyone had 
such a good time that already the employes 
are asking the Committee to announce the date 
for the next one. 

The competitive party to be held one even- 
ing each week for games of pitch, cribbage 
and pool has been completed. The names of 
the players for each game will be given on the 
bulletin board. 


< 

Miss Emma Steggeman, of the plant de- 
partment at Fairbury, spent several days in 
Steele City during November with relatives. 

A. A. Stoker, of the Correspondence School. 
held a demonstration in Fairbury during 
November. Fairbury is proud to report that 
each employe in the plant department is into 
this course up to his ears. 

Miss Grace Driebellbis, relief chief operator 
at York, assisted in the Superior and PRIS aeteh 
offices during the month of November. 

Mrs. Young, chief operator at Hansen, en- 
joyed a two weeks’ vacation this month, 
journeying to Wyoming to visit her daugh- 
ter. 


’ 


Judging from the numerous letters which 
Miss Noble, Beatrice observer, receives Some 
one is very Solicitous of her welfare. 

Miss Merle Hadley, Beatrice supervisor, is 
trying to discover a new synonym for “hun- 
ger’ in order to better express the acute feel- 
ing which she experiences when it comes time 
for the evening lunch. 

Any evening at 7 o’clock, if you care to 
locate Miss Laura McNabb at Beatrice, look 
in the rest room on the arm of the davenport, 
you will find her looking out the south 
window, a model of patience. 

Miss Eva Linneman and Edna Jensen are 
two new employes in the traffic department in 
Superior. the former being experienced. 

Dr. J. E. Brainard sent the Superior opera- 
tors a box of candy Thanksgiving. Mr. Brain- 
ard is one in a few who understand the trials 
of a telephone operator in trying to please all. 

Miss Attwater, chief operator at Superior, 
spent part of her vacation in Davenport, Iowa. 
During her absence she also made a (busi- 
ness (7?) trip to York. 

The operators of the Friend exchange were 
entertained at an oyster supper at the farm 
home of Mrs. W. E. Dean. Two of the girls 
surprised the bunch by appearing in ‘“union- 
alls’. They all report a grand time. 

Miss Fern Hichenour, operator at Friend. 
was treated to two boxes of candy, for good 
service rendered. 

A small boy living in the country called 
‘central’ at Friend, and after reading an 
arithmetic problem to her, asked her to help 
him with it 

Miss Lil Johnson, chief operator at Wahoo, 
was a pleasant caller at the Friend exchange. 

J. C. Gear, troubleman of Fairbury, was at 
Lincoln November 22nd, and called on various 
friends in the Lincoln office. 

Miss Klitzing, chief operator at Fairbury, 
visited friends at Beatrice, November 23rd. 

Fred Nutzman, of the plant department at 
Fairbury, visited friends at Columbia, Mo., 
the early part of November, and also took in 
the Nebraska-Missouri football game. 

Verne Emerick, toll clerk of the Fairbury 
office, has returned to work after several days 
illness. 

Mrs. Ruth McFarland, assistant chief opera- 
tor at Fairbury, spent Thanksgiving with 
relatives at Sabetha, Kansas. 

The month of November sure showed some 
stir in the Traffic Department of Fairbury 
along social lines. Mrs. McFarland enter- 
tained in behalf of Miss Myrtle Klitzing, who 
was married to Mr. Earl Dove of Fairbury on 
the evening of November 21st. The girls gave 
a mock wedding that sure was a good one. 
It was done in order to give Miss Wlitzing 
an idea of the ordeal that she was about to 
pass through. 

The real show was pulled off the next morn- 
ing when through fear of Mr. Dove being kid- 
napped and to escape the reception commit- 
tees had been appointed to see that they got 
the right kind of a send off when leaving town. 
Mr. Dove started to hunt a marriage license 


and a preacher at seven o’clock and after — 


considerable scouting he finally succeeded in 
getting matters arranged. At ten o'clock they 
were married and left on the noon train for 
a short stay.in Omaha, 
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The Gift of Your 
Voice—and Smile 


HE best gift of all at Christmas i es 
time 1s the gift of your voice— cD 
and smile. It’s a gift of friendli- 7 
ness and of thoughtfulness for « 
Others. It’s a gift of your happiness to aN 
those who may have less. Its a gift Ny 
that the telephone can deliver for you it 
here, there, and everywhere, on this best SH 
of days. : 

Why not make the most of your ep 
Christmas day and send your voice and 
smiles out over the miles, to your friends 
who are far away? 


Ghe Lincoln Gelephone 
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